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LETTER I. 

From the JiiLtrquis ttArg$ns*, 

SIRE, Liegc, July i, 1747* 

1 HAVE delayed writing to your ma* 
jefty for two or three days, that I might give 
you a circutnftantiai account of every thing 
which has happened to me, from the moment I 
left the army to repair to liege, and rejoin my 
travelling companion, thence to continue my 
route for Paris, through Bruffe^ls. 

* I have rather chofcn to wntc the Marquii d'Argens than 
the Marquis of Ai^gens, becaufe the name written af^er die 
firft manner is fo well known. T. 

B 2 Not 



4 POSTHUMOUS WORKS. 

Not receiving my paflports at Wefel, after 
having waited five days for them, I fct off for 
Aix la Chapelle, where I had fcarcely arrived 
before they were brought me, by exprefs, fent 
by the marlhal von Doflcw. 

From Aix Ta Chapelle I went to Liege, with 
an efcort of ten men, granted me by the Au- 
ftrians ; the efcort came from the camp to meet 
me at Aix. On my arrival at Liege, I left Ma- 
rianne tlierc, and proceeded with an efcort to 
the camp. I addrefled myfelf on the very fame 
day to M. de Puifieux, minifter for foreign af- 
fairs, who treated me with great poHtenefs, and 
fo continued to treat me, while 1 remained with 
the army. On the morrow he prefented me to 
the king, who received me very gracioufly. He 
began to laugh when he faw me, and faid, 
in rather a loud tone, to M. de Puifieux — 
*^ How much he refembles his brother !" — He 
next made inquiry concerning the health of 
your majefty, afked when I left Berlin, &c. 

The day that I was prefented to the king I 
dined with marftial Saxe ; on the morrow with 
the due de Richelieu ; on the next day with 
M. d^Argenfon, minifter for the war depart- 
ment ; and yefterday with M. de Puifieux. To- 
day, the fixth after my arrival, I left the army 

and 
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5ttid have the honour to write to your majcfty 
DOW from Liiege. 

The king commanded a paiTport to be given 
me, which be figned with his own hand ; and I 
have^an order from the mbifter to have an efcort 
as far as Bruflels. Every poflSble juftice has 
been promifed me, relative to my affairs; in 
fine, every thing is in good train, except the 
prefent, which I fhall not receive tiH M, de Pui- 
fieux fliall firft have fpoken to M, de Cham- 
brier ; and it is likewife neceffary, on this oc- 
cafion, for your majefty to inform the latter 
what is your will. The following is the expla- 
nation of this enigma. 

The good Valory, who cordially hates me,. 
I know not why, has had the kindnefs to write 
that the prefent, which the king Ihould make, 
muft not be given to me, I being only the 
bearer of your majefty's letter by accident^ but 
to the equerry who brought the horfes. On 
this, when I departed, M. de Puifieux fpoke to 
me with great franknefs, and told me h^ was 
under much embarraflment ; that, on one fide, 
he perceived, I being the bearer of your ma- 
jcfty's letter, your intention apparently was that 
jhe prefent (hould be given to me ; but that, on 
^^ ©ther, he likewife perceived M, von Schwe- 
rin ha4 brought the horfes; and that, being 
B 3 thus 



thus in doubt, he (hould be glad of » word from 
M. dc Chambrier. My reply to M, de Puificiix. 
was that t efteemed myfelf fo happy, in execut- 
ing the commands of your majefty, that I did 
not trouble myfelf concerning the prefent in 
qucftion ; but that, as your majefty might ima- 
gine my not having received the prefent was 
becaufe I had not been agreeable to the king, or 
had been guilty of fome &ult, I defired his per- 
ifiiffion for me fimply to ftate to you what had 
paffed between us. To this he replied I (hould 
give him pleafure, and relieve him from his 
perplexity, by fo doing. Such is the ftate of 
the queftion, and the affair will be decided by the 
anfwer of M. de Chambrier. Let me entreat 
your majefty never to difpute with Valory on 
literary fubjeds, for I imagine he hates me 
becaufe I have not been of his opinion. 

I have feen the due de Richelieu here, who 
told me he had been informed by minifters * 
that your majefty had been diffatisfied with 
him, when he was at Drefden ; and added 
that he wrote a letter on this fubjeft to the 
count von Rottemburg, charging the count 
to juftify him to your majefty. I replied 

* Par b ^ok 4€s fttimftrts. Ambaffitdors 1 imagine «rc 
mtaidt. T. . 

I was 
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I was abfolutely ignorant of the affair^ and that 
your majefty kad nerer mentioned it to me. 

The lofs of the French, in the laft battle, is 
more confiderable than that of the allies ; they 
have been vi&orious, but vidory has coft them 
two t&oufand more men than defeat has coll 
their enemies, 

Lowendal is laying fiege to Bergen-op*Zoom ; 
three-fourths of the officers in the army fay he 
will not fucceed ; and perhaps fuch is their 
wifh, for they feldom have any affedion for each 
other. 

I hope your majefty will pleafe to inform 
me, (hould there have been any thing in my 
conduct which may have given you offence. I 
take the liberty to fend this letter by &vour of 
your reiident at Aix la Cbapelle, from the fear 
that the one which I fexul in the common mode 
(hould be loft. The poft-offices here are often 
confufed^ and ill regulated. 

I am, with the moft profound refpeft, &c. 
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LETTER 11. 

'Br am the Marquis d'Argens. 
SIRE, Paris, Augufl i J, 1747. 

IaRRIVED at Paris three days ago, 
whQre.I found a letter from M. d'Arget, in 
which he informed me that your majefty had 
done me the honour to write to me from 
Stettin. This letter I have been unfortunate 
enough not to receive j it apparently arrived 
at Wefel after.my departure. 

Leaving Liege, I a fecond time paffed the 
French army ; from thence I went to Bruffels, 
where I found M. de Chambrier about to quit 
the place. He can inform your majefty of my 
conduft, and of thofe marks of friendftiip with 
which I have been received. 

I went to fee a play at the army, and nothing 
can be more pitiable than the aftors, who can- 
not play tragedy, and mutilate comedy. Drou- 
illon, the perfon of whom your majefty has 
heard, is a vile comedian ; his wife, who plays 
love parts, is much better than himfelf ; yet (he 
is bad, and fo is fuppofed to be, in this wretched 
company ; for the good aftors have remained 
in the principal cities of the kingdom, being 
unwilling to travel the country. * 

There are here, at Paris^^ fome provincial ac- 

trefles. 
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treffes, who, being unable to ppocure engage- 
ments, are in want of fuch ; but they arc' little 
better than th.ofe I faw at the army. One came 
to me this morning whofe name is Barnaudj of- 
fering to play the principal fine ladies. She is 
forty years of age, has loft five or fix teeth, and 
is as lovely in appearance as madame de Hautc- 
ville. I did not fail to promife her I would in- 
form your majefty of the great delire (he has 
to go to Berlin, and I have acquitted myfelf of 
my promife. 

I make this report to your majefty that you 
may feci the neceffity there is of waiting fomc 
time longer. I (hall niect with fome good per- 
fiarmer either at Rouen, Lyons, Marfeilles, or 
Straftjurg ; thefe are the places at which to 
make inquiries, for elfewhere no good aftors arc 
to be found : none but the outcafts. of the com- 
panies of thefe cities. With refpeft to the 
theatre at Paris it is impoffible to induce iftors 
to leave it, without very confidcrable offers ; and 
equally good performers may be found in the 
country. But I w^it your majefty*s anfwer. The 
dancing mufe arrived in very good health vn 
Paris, and I delivered her to her coufin La Sale* 
I am exceedingly well fatisfied with her conduft. 
She refufed to dance at the army, notwithflnnd- 
ing (he was foliciied by feveral of the nobility, 

3 who 
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Httle pieces, which I (hall fend your majefty by 

the firft courier. 

Paris is in high fplendour, and feems wholly 

kvfcnfible of the war. Recruits are raifed there 

with tolerable eafe, and fifty battalions have 

been levied in the kingdom, the men of which 

will be clothed and armed by the month of 

March* I am aftive in my own affairs ; and, 

thanks to the proteftion of your majefty, I hope 

they will be foon and happily ended. I have 

already entered into fome xneafures with my 

brother, who is penetrated by the obligations he 

has to your majefty. The king has lately 

granted him the office of Prefident i Msrtier^ and 

has ordered the letters patent to be made out 

gratis, which is a very confiderable recompenfc^ 

J begin to be well perfuaded he mirft have been 

in fome danger of being hanged, and that the 

jokes of laft winter were not without foundation. 

He notwithftanding affirrtis he never was in any 

fear of infult, and continues to praife the Englifli 

highly. I believe he will foon be employed at 

fome court, which is an additional reafon to 

prefs the conclufion of my bufinefs, the moment 

of ending which Ifliall think a very happy one, 

fince it will be that at which I fliall depart to pay 

my court to your majefty, and again meet the 

beft mafter on earth. 

M. d'Arget 
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M. d' Arget informs me your majefty has done 
me the honour to write to me twice, but I have 
not been fortunate enough to receive either of 
your letters. I entreat your majefty to in- 
form me to what place they have been dire(5ted, 
that I may fend for them, and that you would be 
pleafed to addrefs thofe with which you fliall ho- 
nour me ** jfmon Chnmbelian le Marquis d'Jrgens, 
' •« i Photelde Sirajburg^rue du Sepulcre, faubourg 
« Saint Gtrmaifiy h Paris'* 

I have not yet been either at the French 
or Italian theatre, but have feen the opera 
twice, having the key of the box of the due 
de Duras, formerly the due Durfort, by which 
I avoid a confiderable expence. Your ma- 
jefty perceives that former friends are always 
ferviceable, and that the court which I paid to 
the due de Richelieu, at Philipfburg, is of ufe to 
me at prefent. I find the opera performers very 
indifferent, compared to thofe I have feen. The 
women fingers ar€ by no means of the firft clafs. 
Le Mauve and La Peliffier * are no longer there. 
The men dancers are bad, Dupres excepted, 
who however is growing old, I have already 
fpoken to your majefty of the women dancers. 

There is a counter-tenor finger, or what the 
Jtalians call a contr'alto, who has the fineft voice 

* Both fcmalcf, T- 

I ever 
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I ever heard in my life ; his name is Gclio. 
One of the operas of Rameau is at prefent a&ing^ 
which appears to me below mediocrity, and the 
mufic of which is neither French nor Italian. 

There are no new publications here, except 
fome wretched political pamphlets, which are 
not common fenfe. Voltaire has written an 
cpiftle on the battle lately fought, near Maf- 
tricht, which is printed but difavowed by lum : 
he pretends that he did not write it in the manner 
it now appears. 1 do not fend it your majefty, 
becaufe I have no doubt it lus already been fent 
by Thiriot. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER III. 

From the Marquis d*Argens. 

S I R 5f Paris, Auguft 26, 1747, 

1 HAVE, by favour of a banker, received 
one of the two letters which your majefty did 
me the honour to write. Permit me to fay you 
wrongfully fufpeft me of indolence. During 
the month that I have been at Paris, I have en* 
tirely finifhed my bufmefs ; my relations have 

uken- 
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taken every thing into confideiation^ and nothing 
further is neceflary, except ftipulations to be 
mutually agreed on^ fo as to prevent iimilar in- 
conveniences in future. They offer to cede, by 
public contraft, the fum that I demand ; which 
fum is to afford me an annuity. This affair is 
of fo much importance to me that, though there 
are three hundred leagues to travel, going and 
coming, between Provence and Paris, I (hall 
take poft for Aix, at the end of this month, 
and (hall be here again toward the end of Sep- 
tember. On the firft of Odobcr I (hall depart, 
(hall travd poft, and on the 1 5th (hall be ac 
Berlin. Thus mademoifelle Cochois will be 
there more than fix weeks before the opening of 
the opera-houfe. 

Laurctte does not come here, (he is engaged 
to go to London. Some engines have been put 
in motion to induce La Cochois to engage at the 
opera, but they have been ineffectual. She has 
even refufed to dance ; I have befide publicly 
declared (he was engaged. In fine, I will be 
refponfible to your majcfty on that affair. 

Three days (ince the due de Richelieu arrived 
at Paris ; he is going to Genoai and I (hould 
have accompanied him into Provence, but that 
he means to ftay a fortnight at; Paris, before 

5 ^hich 
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which time I (hall be at Aix. I therefore can-- 
not go with him. 

A few days fince I dined at Paffy, with 
madame de Tehcin, the lifter of the cardinal, 
whofe hoLife is the rendezvous of the old wits. 
She is very polite, and is poflefled of under- 
ftanding. She put a queftion to me which I 
will hereafter repeat to your majefty. 

I often fup with the abbe de Bernis, in one of 
the beft houfes of Paris* He there read two 
poetical pieces the other day, copies of which 
I requefted, to fend them to your majefty, and 
one of which I think you will find much fuperior" 
to the other. The perfon of the abbe is very 
agreeable and his manners exceedingly mild. 

I have twice fecn the young Pretender, and 
have even once dined in his company. This 
prince is well made, has an air of modefty, 
fpeaks little, and appears to have much judg- 
ment. He told me he had heard, with infinite 
fatisfaftion, that, while he was in Scotland, your 
majefty fpoke of him with great kindnefs. He 
is very ill at his eafe here, and appears to fupport 
his fituation with much fortitude. I have many 
things to fay to your majefty, on the fubjedt. 

I. have not yet fpoken of the French or Italian 
theatre, in my letters. The latter is in general 
well fupported. Sylvia ftill continues the beft 

adrefs 
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&Ztrefs in the kingdom. Harlequin is a great 
performer. Caroline plays with more vivacity 
than genius, but (he is handfome. De Haj^c 
afts the valet excellently, and Lelio is well 
adapted to the fop, and certain characfleriftic 
parts. 

With refpeft to the French theatre, I find it 
dreadfully on the decline. The aftrefs Dumenil, 
fo much vaunted of by M. de Voltaire, has a fc- 
pulchral voice, and is frequently extravagant. 
Gauffin is handfome, but Ihe can only play cer- 
tain tender parts ; in others flie is below meciio- 
crity. Carville has feeling, but flie does not 
fufficiently ftudy her charadlers. Thefe aftreffes 
are all as far behind Le Couvreur, and De Seine, 
as the hyffop is inferior to the cedar. With re- 
fped to the men, Grandval plays tragedy tole- 
rably well, and petits-maitres in love divinely. 
Lanoue would be a great comedian, were not 
all his talents fpoiled by his hideous figure. The 
other comedians are either bad or do not fur- 
pafs mediocrity. 

I have informed your majefty of what I diink 
^f the opera in my other letters. 

I have feen M. de Maurepas, who behaved 
'^ith great polltenefs to me, and even made me 
fbme offers of fervice. 

The king isexpefted here about the tenth or 

VOL. X, C the 
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the twelfth of the next month, for which reafon 
I (hall not go to Verfailles till I return from Pro- 
vence ; for any viiit which I might pay there at 
prefent appears to me to be of very little utility. 
To-morrow I am to dine at the houfe of the due 
d'Elbeuf, a prince of the family of Lorraine, with 
the elder Crebillon* In my firft letter I fhall 
write to your majefty concerning this author, and 
his tragedy of Catiline^ which he is to read to 
the company. 

I am with profound refpeA, ice. 



L E T T E R IV. 

From the Mar juts (TArgens. 

SIRE, Paris, September 5, 1747. 

iRECEIVEDthe duplicate of the let- 
ter your majefty wrote, at the very moment I was 
about to depart for Provence. I have not yet been 
fortunate enough to obtain the original, but I 
went to the poft- office, where I made a terrible 
uproar; they promifed ihey would feck for it, and 
make all poflible inquiries. 

I will exeaite your majefty's commifTions to 
the bcft of my power. That of the man of let- 
ters, who mufl be no pedant, but of an amiable 

charafter. 
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charafter, appears to mc the moft difficult. All 
perfons, ia this country, who are poffefled of ccr- 
tain abilities, arc fcarcely poffible to obtain. 
Thus Greffet, for example, of whom your ma- 
jefty fpeaks, has two places, the falaries of which 
amount to two thoufand crowns ; to this muft 
be added he has a miftrefs, who is one of the 
prettieft women in Paris. A man prejudiced in 
favour of his country will never quit it, when he 
is detained both by intereft and afFeftioft. The 
inclination which Frenchmen of literature haye 
for Paris is fo great, and they are fo well fatif- 
fied with the pleafures which they imagine they 
find there, that it is even difficult to induce men 
of mediocrity to quit this city. The abb6 le 
Blanc, whom your majefty wilhed to have, and 
whom you are very fortunate not to have ob- 
tained, is a man very little refpedtcd ; one of 
the fubaltern, nay the very fubaltern wits ; yet 
that man finds refources and pleafures, at Paris, 
in numerous families, becaufe it is at prefent the 
mania, in France, to be intimate with men of 
wit ; and financiers as well as dukes wifli to have 
it faid that the learned are admitted to their 
houfes. There are young people who have 
gained knowledge ; but fome of them are to- 
tally deficient in the manners of perfons of 
falhion, and are precifely nothing more than au- 
C 2 thors. 
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thors. There are others who, having nothing 
but wit, are of defgicable characters ; and, like 
the abbe Fr6ron, have vifited the BicStre, or the 
prifons of Vincennes, for their unworthy conduct. 
Notwithftanding thefc difEculties, your majefty 
may be affured that, on my return from Pro- 
vence, where I fhall not remain more than three 
weeks, it (hall be my endeavour to give you fa- 
tisfadtion. 

With rcfpeft to the painter, that is an article 
of lefs difficulty : but I mud a6: with cunning, 
ocherwife our prefent man will demand the fame 
fum your majefty was willing to have given 
Vanloo ; and I wi(h to obtain him at a cheaper 
rate. 

I now come to the aftrefTes. The two girls 
mentioned by Petit fing at the concert of Rouen, 
and have never afted in comedy. They are faid 
to be tolerably handfome, but I think we (hould 
not have recourfe to them, unlefs no good per- 
formers can be found at Lyons, where I (hall be 
in four days ; or on my return, at Strafturg. 
Good aftrefles are very fcarce, even at Paris ; 
and I can aflure your majefty that, mademoifeile 
Babet having gained fome reputation, and pair- 
ing here for a girl of good undcrftanding, pro- 
pofals have been made to me concerning her, 
for the French theatre. Your majefty could not 

but 
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but have laughed, had you feen the grimace 
with which I anfwered. I fatisfied my felf how- 
ever with replying that people of merit and 
genius never quitted the fervice of your ma- 
jefty. Your theatre has fuffered a confiderable 
lofs in the younger Cochois, who it is true was 
an infolent lunatic, but an excellent comedian, 
and as much fuperior to the comic aftors of the 
French theatre, at Paris, as Hauteville was fu- 
perior to all competitors in folly. I ftiall im- 
mediately do myfelf the honour to inform your 
m^efty of what I (hall meet with at Lyons. 
I am, with profound refpeft, &c. 



LETTER V. 

From the Marquis d'Argms. 
SIRE, Marfcillcs, September 17, 1747. 

1* ROM the diligence I ufe, your ma- 
jefty will no longer accufe me of indolence. 
I have been a week in Provence, where I have 
ended all my affairs to my fatisfadion. I (hall 
depart for Paris in fix days, whither I (hall re- 
turn for the aftrefs Cochois, and your majefty 
may be afTured we (hall be at Berlin, according 
%o our orders, by the end of the month of Oc- 
C 3 tobcr. 
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tober. I (hall then have travelled near fix hun* 
dred leagues in two months, confequently your 
majefty will fcarcely fay that I travel flowlyt 
On my arrival at Paris, I (hall conclude my en- 
gagement with the painter, whom your majefty 
wifties to have ; and you may be aflured I will 
fend you an excellent one. 

On my road into Provence, I faw almoft 
all the companies of comedians in the king- 
dom. The adors of the Dijon company arc 
all below mediocrity} in that of Lyons there 
is a good comic a£tor, but he demands an extra- 
ordinary falary ; there is alfo an indifferent fine 
lady, who is kept by a paramour, therefore not 
eafy to obtain, and who is not worth the fourth 
of the falary flie afks. The company at Aix, 
my dear native place, is execrable; there 
is not one performer capable of playing fe^r 
cond parts, in a good comedy. In fine, the 
vexation of finding po one who could fuit your 
majefty obliged me to go to Marfeilles, where 
I met with three of the moft excellent perform^- 
ers in the kingdom. I do not except even thofe 
of Paris, to whom I think them fupcripr, if wc 
exclude DumeniK .Two of the three are the 
fieur Roufl'elois and his wife, who had formerly 
been engaged for the fervice of your miyefty, 
and who were not fortunate enough to go to 

Berlin, 
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Berlin. The bufband ads tragic parts in a 
fuperior ftyle, as well as comic. He has the 
dignity and good fenfe of Baron, the fire of 
Dufrene, and the voice of the elder Quinault. 
He would long fince have been at Paris, where 
he made his appearance with extraordinary fuc- 
cefsj had not a gentleman of the chamber, who 
imagined he had fome reafon of perfonal com- 
plaint againft him, openly declared himTelf his 
enemy* ! In fine, fire, I never have met with any 
man fo perfect as. this performer, who is as much 
fupenOT to all the afliors we have at Berlin as 
Cochois is to Augufta^ and Artus. 

His wife is a young beauty of twenty, with 
an oval countenance, piercing and tender eyes, 
her nofe thin, and her mouth fmall and grace* 
fully intelligent* She is rather taller than Ma-* 
rian ; her waifl is llender and charming, and 
(he ads with great delicacy and underftanding. 
In tragedy (he has the affefting voice of De 
Seine, and in deep love the dignity of Le Cou- 
vreur. Her lungs are rather feeble ; but as (he 
afts here fix times a week, (he will not be fen-^ 

• The chief geotlemen of the king's chamber arc, m France* 
at leaft have hitherto beeu^ the legiflators of the theatres; and 
have at the fame time the exec 't-ve nower of the laws they 
themfelves h^ve made. An arrtt was iITued to this purpofc 
in 1757 by hom^th wdlMoved* Tt 

C4 ' fible 
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fiblc of that inconvenience at Berlin, where (he 
may have three or four days reft in that time. 

The third is a tall girl of feventeen, whofc 
name is Drouin, the lifter of a comedian, who 
afts the principal parts at Paris. Her figure is 
beautiful, her eyes full of ardour, her mouth plea- 
fing, and her countenance good. She has much 
intelligence, as an adrefs, performs the fine lady 
with good fenfe, and the chamber maid in cafe of 
need. She alfo delivers tragedy exceedingly well. 

All the three are ready to engage in the fer- 
vice of your majefty. I at firft met with fomc 
difficulty, with the fieur Rouffelois and his wife, 
becaufe he complained that he bad before been 
induced to give up a very conliderable en- 
gagement, which he had at Bordeaux ; but I 
made him fo fenfible of the advantages attend- 
ing being in the fervice of your majefty that 
he is, at prefent, delighted to enter that fervice. 

I have made no agreement yet with thefe per- 
formers, nor fhall, till I have firft the honour to 
learn what are your majefty^s intentions; be- 
caufe I cannot fay whether the conditions, whick 
they propofe, will be agreeable to you. I faw 
the written articles of the fieur RoufTelois and 
his wife, at this place, and they have each of 
them a thoufand French crowns, and demand 
each a thoufand German crowns. Eight hun^ 

dre4 
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A-^d I offered, and harangued, with all my rhcr 
toric, a whole hour to no effeft. 

With refpedt to the little Drouin, I call her 
little becaufe (he is exceedingly graceful, and 
ftill has thofe childjfh manners which fo well 
bec:ome youth, flie confcnts to engage for fix 
hundred crowns. There is another circum- 
ftance of which I muft not negledt to inform 
your majefty, which is that they cannot come 
before Eafter, becaufe their engagements do not 
end till t,hat time. And it is here neceffary 
I ftiould offer a refleftion to your majefty; 
you will not at prefent, fire, meet with any, ex- 
cept very bad performers, who are not under 
engagements tiy the fame period. I (hall fur- 
ther obferve to your majefty that I fliould ad- 
vife you not again to receive thofe who have de- 
ferted ; becaijfe, havipg been guilty of ohe bad 
aftion, they are capable of committing a (econd> 
and thus of quitting your majefty 's fervice. • I 
imagine therefore it is neceffarv you ftiould have 
patience till Eafter. The company muft pafs 
through the winter as well as it can ; and I un- 
dertakoi with the prefent adtors, to reprefenc 
pne good comedy per week, till that time. 

Permit me to rpake one remark to yo.ur ma- 
jefty. We are continually recruiting largely 
tpt feldqm tp any good piirpof? . Since I have 

fcei^ 
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feen the comedians of Paris and thofc of Mar# 
feillcs, I can truly alTure your majefty I am more 
than ever convinced you have but two come- 
dians who deferve the name of ador or adbrefs^ 
and thofe are Favier and La Cochois. How bad 
will all the reft appear compared to the perform- 
ers I at prefent propofe ! And as to the girls, 
mentioned by Petit, they will be fuch indiffe- 
rent aftreffes that they have been refufed en- 
gagements even in inferior companies. They 
fing in chorus, in the concert at Rouen* I like- 
wife think that we are in want of ready formed 
players, and not of fuch as are yet to form, and 
who perhaps never would be formed. 

I am, with profound refpeft, &c. 



LETTER VI. 

Iprom the Marquis JtArgens. 
8 I R £» * Paris, November 3» 1747, 

' I HAVE been two days at Paris, which 

place 1 (hould have immediately left, had not 
Mademoifelle Cochois requefted four or five 
days, to difpatch fome bufinefs. I agreed, 
without difficulty, becaufe I comprehended that, 
confidering the defertibn of Lani and the other 

wretches. 
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wretches, flic will arrive foon enough for tho 
opera rebearfals ; lince Sodi, and the other per- 
formers that are engaged, cannot depart before 
the loth or i2tli of this month, by which tini<r 
flie will be on the road. 

Nothing can be more {hocking than the be- 
haviour of Lani ; he deferves to feel the whole 
weight of j^our majefty's indignatipn. I have 
fpoken to every perfon in Paris as 1 ought to 
fpeak, refpe&ing this fellow, and his compa- 
nions in defertion and knavery; and I (hall 
continue to make their charafter fo well known, 
before I leave the city, that th^y will repent 
of their folly. Lani has procured an engage- 
ment for his fiftcr at the French theatre, where 
flie has already danced and played two parts; 
but one of the opera diredors, with whom I am 
acquainted, has promifed me that he will oblige 
her to quit the company ; becaufe, having for- 
merly belonged to (he opera, flie cannot be en- 
gaged at the playhoufe. 

As I know of no better way of paying my 
court, to your majefty, than by always fpeaking 
the truth, I am perfuaded I fliall not difpleafc 
you, when I aflure you thofe who have faid that 
Tciflier had held difcourfe by which he merited 
difgmce have mifinfbrmed you. Your ma- 
jefty knows I would rather die than impofe upoa 

you 
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you in the moft trifling affair ; and I can protcft 
that, while I reruained at Paris, though he was 
prefled by the dircftors of the opera to engage 
with them, he Continually fpoke with the moft 
profound refpeft, on every fubjecft that had any 
relation to your majefty. I was defirous to 
know whether, during my abfence, he had 
committed any fault; I therefore yefterday fpoke 
to M. de Chambrier, and the following are the 
very words of your majefty 's minifter. — " I muft 
1^ do JLiftice to Teiffier, he is very different from 
'* the others, and has on every occafion fpoken 
*^ with all polfible zeal, in favour of Berlin and 
^^ of the king. This is a teftimony which I owe 
^^ to truth, and which I fhall be happy to pay, 
<* Ihouki I ever be queftioned by his majefty.** 
The anfwer of JM. de Chambrier determined 
me to write on the fubjedl ; efpecially as I muft 
not conceal from your majefty that wc are in 
great want of Teiffier. All the men whom we 
have engaged here are bad performers, except 
Sodi. The reft are by no means equal to 
Giraud, of which you yourfelf willfoon be con- 
vinced. Your majefty perhaps will afk why I 
fuffered Petit to engage fuch indifferent per- 
formers. To this I anfwer I was not at Paris, 
when they were engaged ; and that, even if I had 
^5cen there, I muft have afted as he has done, 

fmcc 
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fince the (hortnefs of the time and the rieceffity 
of having a ballet for the opera, this winter, did 
not leave any freedom of choice.- Thus we were 
obliged to be fatisfied with performers who, at 
another time, would not have. been engaged. 
Had I dared to take any thing upon myfelf, I 
would have limited the engagements of thefc 
people to a fliorter period ; though, to fpeak 
freely, I believe mod of them will take leave ia 
lefs than two years without a difmiflion. Did I 
know another ferious dancer any way equal to 
Teiffier I (hould dwell lefs on his recal ; but I 
am vexed that we Ihould leave the Parifians a 
performer for whom it will be fo difficult to find 
a fubftitute, and whom they in fome fliort tim« 
intend as the fucceflbr of Dupres ; for he has 
certainly given great pleafure. 

Caroline would not accept of eight thoufand 
livres, her demand is ten, I muft likewife in- 
form your majefty that you have no doubt been 
deceived by the name of Caroline. You have 
fuppofed it was the elder fiftcr, the adrefs. 
who pleafes infinitely at Paris; but it is th« 
younger filler, who is yet only a child. She is 
no higher than little Lani was, when flie firfl: 
came to Berlin, than whom (he has lefs merit, 
and dances much lefs fcientifically. True it is 
file has more feeling, and is bandfomer ; but to 

give 



yz POSTHUMOUS WOUKS. 

lines witb good fenfe, and (he rehearfed a comic 
fcene with great vivacity. She aiked a thou- 
iand crowns, I offered fix hundred, and figni- 
fied to M, Petit that I (hould fign her engs^c- 
ment on no other terms. I conclude her to be 
engaged, and that (he will be in your msyefty's 
fervicc. 

Petit introduced to me two young people, to 
play the inferior tragic parts, and the fecond- 
lovers, with whom I was exceedingly well fatis- 
fied. They are youthful, pleafing in figure, 
have good voices, and are intelligent* I heard 
them rehearfe two or three fcenes, and, though 
they only pretend to the parts I have mentioned, 
I think them as good, and perhaps better, than 
Desforges and Remu(berg ; at lead they aft with 
more intelligence and nature. I offered them four 
hundred crowns, and declared I would take no 
part in their engagement on any other terms* 

In the courfe of the week we (hall find the two 
confidents, of whom we (till are in want, to ren- 
der the Berlin company the mo(t complete and 
the beft in Europe. M. Dargct wrote to inform 
me of your majefty's intentions, on that fubjeft; 
and I wiQi to engage, at the price I offered the 
two young men, two pretty girls of charaftcr 
and talents; for, (hould I accept thofe whofe 
manners are loofe, they would defers and the 

company would again be in diforder-r 

7 I fcnt 
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I fent the engagement concluded to Rouffc- 
lois and his wife ; and I repeat, what 1 before 
faid to your majefty, that, Dumenil arid Lanoue 
excepted, you have in thefe two performers ob- 
tained the bed France affords. They will de- 
part at the beginning of Lent, with little Drouin, 
who is as pretty as Barbarini, is better made, 
and who will in lefs than a year be the moft 
lovely aftrefs in Europe. M. Lenfant, navy 
commiffioner in Provence, will fend their articles 
to Berlin, to my addrefs, which they will give 
him when he (hall deliver mine ; therefore their 
articles will be at Berlin before me. 

In lefs than three days I fhall have engaged 
one of the greateft painters iii Paris. I am in 
treaty with two, and (hall clofe with the moft 
reafonable ; for, whenever men of abilities^ 
whom your majefty wi(hes to pofTefs, offer mc 
propofals which I think in the leaft unreafonable^ 
I laugh in their face and feek for others. 

I fend no news concerning the army to your 
majefty, becaufe you will hear this as foon as I 
can. While I was in Provence, 1 obtained me- 
morials of the two laft campaigns in Italy, which 
may amufe your majefty. 

I forgot to inform your majefty that, not 
having received your orders to engage the figu- 
fante, of whom I fpoke, till I arrived at Paris, 

VOL. X. D don 
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don Philip, who had before feen her at Mar- 
fcilles, and who like me thought her pretty, of- 
fered her an engagement, as a fecond dancer, in 
a company which he intends to have this win- 
ter, in the city where he (hall refide, and fent 
for her to Nice in the interim. The charming 
girl however had the fortitude to hefitate, be- 
tween the prince and the chamberlain. She told 
me that, were I but certain (he (hould be re- 
ceived, fhe would depart for Berlin. No orders 
had reached me, I therefore feared left I (hould 
injure the poor girl ; and, not daring to take 
upon me to infure her an engagement, (he de- 
parted for Nice* I am (brry I was not fortunate 
enough to receive the letter, in which M. d^Arget 
de(ired me to engage her, in Provence. I have 
loft the confolation of my old days, 

Phu genie chiruitne nefe vU one ; 
BUmcbeurde Kj, ^ croupe dechattotne\ 

Should your majefty however wi(h to fee this 
miracle of our age caper at the Berlin theatre, (he 
has told me (he will come there, if you will en- 
gage her, at Eafter ; and that (he will accom- 
pany RouflTelois and his wife. 

I will do myfelf the honour to write to 

* Angd more lovely was never feen j the com|4exioa of 
the lily* and the hip of a nun. ' 

your 
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jrour majefty, by the firft poft, concerning the 
painter; 

Voltaire is at FontainebJeau, from which he 
will retlirn on Wednefday, and I (hall fup with 
him at the houfe of madame du Chatelet. He 
perhaps may fupply me with fdme literary intel- 
ligence, to fend your majefty, 

I am, with profound refpeft, &c. 



Letter vil 

From the Marquis d^ArgenSi 

Thepethiott of a poorjictpatienti to a great king ingoodbeabh*^ 

8 L R £» Potfdam, March 28, 1750. 

I HAVE two days flattered myfelf with the 
pleafing hope that I (hould be fortunate enough 
to pay my court to your majefty; but, ever 
fince yefterday, I have loft the ufe of half of my 
limbs. A vile fcorbutic humour is every mo- 
ment afTuming a different form. M. Cothenius 
affures me that, by the aid often or twelve days, 
he will render me as athletic as a wreftler at the 
Olympic games. 
But I have another malady, of which your 
D 2 majefty 
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tnajefty alone can cure me ; which malady is^ 
the fear of having difpleafed you ; and all reme- 
dies for the body are impotent, while the mind 
is difeafed. After the example of die Meffiah, 
your majefty may afford me an inftantaneous 
cure, by defiring the holy abbe de Prades to 
aflure me, on your part, that I may fwallow in 
peace all the diabolic beverage which Cothe- 
nius (hall prefcribe. Let not your majefty ima- 
gine that the trade of miracle-monger does not 
become you ; recoiled it is a trade which has 
not been held in contempt by the greateft 
princes. Vefpafian, the fucceflbr of fo many 
wicked emperors, and who put an end to the 
fufferings of the empire, condefcended to cure a 
lame man, by treading on his leg, in Syria ; 
and a blind man, in Judea, by rubbing his eyes 
with his faliva. Your majefty will perform a 
miracle with lefs trouble ; and you will allow 
that, however little may be my worth, I am at 
leaft equal to an old blind Jew. 

I therefore recommend myfelf to your bounty; 
and, extended on my couch between two old 
books, one Greek and the other Latin, have the 
honour to remain, with the moft profound re- 
fpeft, &Ct 

LET- 
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LETTER VIIL 

From the Marquis (TArgens. 

JS I R E, Paris, May 14, 1 751. 

1 S H O U L D have done myfelf the honour 
to have written to your majefty, on my arrival 
at Paris, had I not feared to difpleafe. Suppof- 
ing, as I did, you were diffatisfied with my con- 
dvift, 1 apprehended you would condemn fuch a 
liberty ; nor can I exprefs the joy I felt, when 
M. dc Chambrier informed me that your ma- 
jefty had the goodnefs to permit me to write to 
you ; becaufe this gives me an opportunity 
again to aflure your majefty that I have been 
obliged, by an obftinate and dangerous difeafe, 
not to pay that punftual obedience to your com- 
mands which I could have wiftied. 

It is now about feven months fince I arrived 
at Paris, in a deplorable condition, M. de 
Chambrier muft have certified to your majefty 
that I do not impofe, and that I never have im- 
pofed upon you, on this fubjed:. Agreeable to 
the prefcriptions of the moft able phyficians, I 
durft not negleft going to pafs the winter in a 
country extremely warm. Had I not been ill, 
why (hould 1 not have remained all winter at 
D 3 P^fis;j 
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Paris, inilead of repairing to the foot of the 
mountains of Genoa ? I have been returned 
about a month, in exceeding good health. I 
made it my firft care, when I came to Paris, tq 
vifit M. de Chambrier, that I might Icam whe- 
ther he had received any orders for me, and his 
anfwer was that he knew nothing precifely on 
this bufinefs. I was therefore prevented froni 
continuing my journey to Berlin^ not knowing 
whether 1 had the misfortune to be in total dif- 
grace with your majefty. Let me be permitted 
to requeft, with the mod refpedful s^■dour, that 
you would be pleafed to inform me what arc 
your commands. I (hould cfteem myfelf ^oft 
happy, (hould I have the good fortune to be con- 
tinued in the fervice of the bed mafter the world 
affords. Never fincel have been diftant from your 
majefty have I, fibr a moment, loft fight of the 
bounty with which you have honoured me, and 
which, let me live in what country on earth I 
piay, will ever remain engraved on my heart. 
I am, ^ith the moft profound refpeft, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER IX- 

From the Marquis d'Argens. 

SIRE, BcrKn, February 8, 1754. 

Two hours before break of day, the 
poftillion, whom your majefty did me the ho- 
nour to fend to me, came knocking at my door. 
All my fervants were faft afleep ; and, having 
myfelf been the firft to hear him, I called, with 
might and main, that they (hould let in Mr. Ca* 
rita, my apothecary, who wa^ bringing me the 
emulfion that I was to take that^'morning. A 
moment after my lacquey entered my chamber, 
followed by a man in boots, drefled in blue, 
and holding a packet in his hand. I rubbed my 
eyes, and opened them as wide as I could, un- 
able to comprehend by what enchantment an 
apothecary had been fuddenly metamorphofed 
into a poftillion, and a bottle of emulflon into a 
letter. 

Somewhat come to myfelf, I heaved a half 
paralytic arm from under the bed-clothes, 
opened the letter, and, by the light of a candle, 
which my almoft naked footman held, I read 
your majefty *s verfes ; which, by way of paren- 
P 4 thefis. 



40 POSTHUMOUS WORKI. 

thefis, had they been written even by a private 
pcrfon, would have immortaiifed me. They are 
worthy of Chaulieu. * 

Having finithcd reading, I bolftered myfelf 
up ; and thus propped, Uke a ruinous building, 
I have now the honour to write thefe few lines (o 
your majefty, which have coit me many ^n oh, 
and ah ! For ypu know, fire, I am very far from 
a ftoic. 

Your majefty however does not do me juftice, 
when you fuppofe me confined to my bed by in- 
dolence. Not but the fuppofition might have had 
fome probability on its fide, had I been required 
to go from Potfdam to Berlin ; but for me to 
remain at Berlin, when I might be at Potfdam, 
it were neceflary I Ihould be as much a paralytic 
as the man of the gofpel. I hope however I Ihall 
be cured, in three or four days ; and Pharmacy 
affures mc I have only to take fome two dozen 
clyfters, fwallow three prefer ipt ions, and ufe fix 
bottles of emulfion, and that it will then fay to 
pie " Take up thy bed and walk — begone to 
f^ Potfdam." 

J have the honour to be, &c. 



^ET-j 
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LETTER X. 

From the Marquis d^Argens. 
SIRE, JPotfdam, November 7, 1754. 

S I NC E it has pleafcd your majefty to add 
to the title of conqueror that of reconciler of pro- 
digal fons, and that you have undertaken to 
bring within the pale of the church a father of the 
eighteenth century, the abbe de Prades, I dare 
flatter myfelf you will procure Efau's portion for 
me ; and that, difinherited as I am, like that an- 
cient Jew, I fliall ftill have the honour to receive 
paternal benediftion. This fervice your majefty 
may render me, which will make me profperous 
in the life prefent, and the life to come. ' 

My father, and all my relations, have written 
the moft preffing letters to me, to requeft your 
majefty would be pleafed to order your ambaffa- 
dor, at Paris, to recommend to M. de Sechel* 
a perfon named M. Pfeautier, a diredlor of the 
poft-office in Provence, when any opportunity 
(hall offer for M. de Sechel to render him fer- 

* I imagine this muft be the M. Sechelles mentioned by 
the king, with fo much refpeft, in the Hiftory of my own 
Times ; and by M« d'Arget, in his Letters : if fo, the name 
^ere is erroneoufly fpelled* T. 

vice. 
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vice. The man alks only a vague letter of re- 
commendation^ the efFedls of wliich perhaps will 
never take place ; not but it may fome day pro- 
cure him a more lucrative pod. 

My father, who for twenty years paft has never 
written to me but with great coldnefs, fpeaks in 
the mod affeffcionate manner, in his letter, and 
tells me, (hould I oblige him on this occafion, he 
will one day repair a part of the ill he has done 
mc. I own to your majefty that, (hould he be- 
queath me four or five thoufand crowns, at his 
death, more than would otherwife revert to me, 
I (hould not be vexed. I know that, while 
attached to , your majefty, I never (hall be in 
want; but cannon balls have killed men; ay, 
even Turenne, Berwick, and Charles XII. If 
your majefty will but enter into bond never 
more to command armies, I will moft willingly 
renounce all legacies after the death of my fa- 
ther. I being ten years older than your ma- 
jefty, and having thirty fits of the colic and 
fifteen^of the rheumatifm per month, I muft,.by 
the indubitable calculation of the greateft arith- 
meticians, ftrike my niundane tent fifteen years 
before your majdly. 
I am, &c. 

LET- 



LETTER XI. 

Frm tlf€ Marquis d^Argens. 

jB I R £9 Potldam, Oaofaqr ^ 1756 

I KNOW not whether the letter which 
I have the honour to write to your majefty will 
be delivered to you at Vienna ; for ih truth, ac- 
cording to thp manner in which you manage 
matters, we ought to fuppofe that you will take a 
province once a fortnight. It is a month fince you 
left Fotfdam^ and you arc now matter of Saxony ; 
and, by the glorious viftory which you have juft 
gained over the Auftrians, half of the kingdom 
of Bohemia is under your power. All Europe 
refounds with youn high deeds j and the public 
papers have already informed the world that your 
progrefs, and the conquefts of your armies, are 
principally (Jue to your own celerity, courage, 
and the extent of your genius. 

There is one circumftance however which af- 
flifts me. We are told that your majefty very ca- 
valierly remained fix-and-thirty hours without 
faking any food : ^nd that, on the eve of the bat- 
tle, you did not afford yourfelf leifure to eat a fin- 
gle mouthful. Let me entreat your majefty to re- 
member that excellent remark in your poem of the 

Palladium — 
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Palladium— ^^ U pain fait lejoldaf^r This is a 
moft important tnith. Fame is the food of the 
foul, but the ftomach requires fomething more 
fubftantial; efpecially when it is weak, and 
when the profperity of a great ftate depends on 
the ftomach and the health of the body. Make 
the Saxons faft as long as you pleafe ; you have 
my full confent ; but do not fet them the perni- 
cious example of learning to live without food. 

A-propos of the Saxons, when I remember the 
manner in which you treat them, I am tempted 
to believe, that to the title of archbiftiop of 
Magdeburg, you intend to add that of grand 
penitentiary \ ; and that you think it neceffary 
to oblige the king of Poland, and his foldiers, 
to faft till the period of penance which you 
have impofed upon them fhall be accompliftied. 
In the mean time, they will have no need of 
rhubarb, or digeftive powders. Tndigeftion is a 
malady to which they will not be fubjeft, and 
count Bruhl will leave the camp with a waift as 
flender as a girl of fifteen. 

Before I conclude my letter, permit me to en- 
treat your majefty, in quality of bi(hop, to grant 
abfolution to the abbe de Prades, (hould he by 
chance have knocked fome Auftrian on the 

* Bread- makes the foldier. 

f A dignity in catholic cathedrals. T. 

head. 
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head^ and have incurred the cenfure of holy mo- 
ther church. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER XIL 

From the King. 

Undated. 

M. Y troops, my dear marquis, have per- 
formed wonders. For my own part, poor phi- 
lofopher as I am, I was but one man among 
twenty-five thoufand. You laugh at the hungry 
Saxons, but we muft take thefe people by fome 
means or other ; and there is no better way to 
tame a LucuUus than that of obliging him to 
faft. I received your firft letter, but returned no 
anfwer, becaufe I was among hills and dales. 

I have left the abbe in Saxony, not wilhing he 
(hould (lain his hands with pure catholic blood. 

The brain of the French is turned ; nothing 
can be more indecent than what they fay, con- 
cerning me. It might be affirmed that the fal- 
vation of France depends on the houfe of Auftria. 
The tears of a dauphincfs have been more elo- 
quent 
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quent than the manifefto I have publiflied agsliild 
the Auflrians^ and Saxons. In fine, my deaf 
marquis, I deplore the confequcnccs of that 
earthquake which has driven all the politicians 
of Europe mad, and I wi(h you tranquillity, 
health, and content. 

Adieu. 



LETTER XIIL 

From the Marquis (TAfgens. 
SIRE, Potfdam, OAobcr 17, 1756^ 

Alba then is incorporated with Rome! 
By your prudence, the enemies of the date will 
become its citizens, and defenders ! After ac- 
tions fo fplendid, where is the man, however pre- 
judiced, who will not be obliged to acknowledge 
the fuperiority of your information ? The French 
condemn you ; thus did the Athenians declaim 
againft Philip, when he became the arbitrator 
of Greece. You will be the arbitrator of Eu- 
rope. It is but natural that the modern Athe- 
nians, who arc as frivolous as were the ancient, 

. (hould 
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Ibould imitate their conduft. The injurious 
difcourfe of the French will be the eulogium of 
your glory. I wifli thefe lunatics, feduced by 
falfe hopes, may make bonfires whenever you 
(hall happen to have a day's illnefs, and an- 
nounce your death. Such indecent rejoicings 
form the fineft anecdote in the hiftory of Wil- 
liam III. 

I have carefully executed the commifllon with 
svhich the count von Finckenftein has charged 
me ; but, as I do not underftand the German, 
and he was obliged to employ the printer, who 
is under oath, and who prints all the manu- 
fcripts of the palace, which are meant to be kept 
fecret till their publication, I have been obliged 
to recur to M. de Francheville, for the correc- 
tion of theprefs, who is likewife under oath, who 
does underftand the German language, and who 
has corre6ted the edition of your majefty's 
works. I have aftcd thus with the confent and 
by the advice of the count von Finckenftein. 

With refpcft to your majefty's letter, it is ex- 
cellent, and written with all poffible dignity. 
A iingle word only has been altered. The count 
von Finckenftein having informed me that the 
Swedes have eagerly demonftrated much good 
will for a month paft, and that he feared they 
2 would 
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would be exceedingly offended, by the phrafe 
cruel andjanguinary arifiocracyj I have fubftitutcd 
tumultuous ariftocracy. I hope your majefty wilt 
not condemn this trifling alteration, in order to 
foften ; fince your minifter appeared to me to 
be in real pain. 

I and M. Federfdorf have been in inconceiv- 
able grief, at receiving letters from Berlin in 
which it was affirmed you had beefi wounded, in 
an ambufcade, and that you were certainly taken 
prifoner. The intelligence was related fo cir- 
cumftantially that it threw us into defpair. We 
immediately fent to Berlin, to inquire at the 
fountain head ; and, after having fuffered feven 
hours, we learnt that all which our letters con- 
tained was one ftring of falfehoods. Permit me 
to inform your majefty of a bon mot of M, 
Mitchel, the Engl ifti envoy, occafioned by thefe 
fabricators of bad news. — "We find Jaco- 
" bites," faid he, " at Berlin ; yet it is Angular 
^^ that there is no pretender*.'' 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

* The fuppofed wit of this hon mot I imagine to be a pun, 
infinuating that the king was not, like the hero of the Jacobites, 
a mere pretender. T* 



LET- 
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LETTER XIV. 

From the King. 

»757- 
1 HIS year, my dear marquis, has 
been a dreadful one to me. I (hall make every 
poflible and every impoffible attempt, to favc 
the ftate; but, the truth is, I have more 
need than ever of fecondary caufes to be fuc- 
cefsful. The affair of the 5th of November, 
was a very fortunate one. We have taken eight 
French generals, two hundred and fixty officers, 
and more than fix thoufand men prifoners. 
Our lofs IS one colonel, two officers, and fixty- 
fevcn foldiers, with two hundred and twenty- 
three wounded. This was more than I could 
have hoped. We muft fee what the future will 
produce. 

I have been obliged to arreft the abb6 ; he 
has afted the fpy, of which I have many evi- 
dent proofs. His proceedings are highly un- 
grateful, and infamous. 

I have written a prodigious quantity of po- 
etry. If I live, 1 will (hew you my Verfes, in 
winter quarters; if I fall, I have bequeathed 
them to you, and have ordered them to be de- 
^vered to you. 

Our good people of Berlin have no reafon at 

prcfent to fear a vifit, either from Auftrians or 

VOL. X. E Swedes; 
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Swedes ; and, by gaining one battle, I have de- 
rived nothing but the advantage of being able 
fafely to oppofc other enemies. This feafon of 
terror, and this dreadful war, will certainly form 
an epocha in hiftory. Your Frenchmen have 
been guilty of cruelties worthy of pandours, and 
have afted like difgraceful marauders. The 
bitternefs which they teftify toward me is really 
very (hameful. Their proceedings only tend to 
make an irreconcileable enemy of one who has 
been fixtecn years their friend. 

Adieu, my dear marquis. I imagine you arc 
in bed ; do not lie there and rot, but recolleft 
you have proniifed to join me in winter quarters. 
You have ftill time enough to take your reft, for 
at prefent I know not where to appoint you a 
rendezvous. Mine is the deftiny of Mithri- 
dates, except that I want two fbns and a Mo- 
nimia. 

Adieu, my amiable, indolent, marquis* 



LETTER XV. 

' From the King. 
Undated. 

. R E M E M B ER, my dear marquis, that 
aian is rather a feeling than a rational animal. 

^ I have 
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1 have read and re-read the third book of Lu- 
tretius, but found nothing there except the nc- 
ceffity of evil, and the inefficacy of all remedy. 
TJae only alleviation I can find, for my grief, is 
in the daily labour I am obliged to undergo, 
and that continual employment with which I am 
furniflied, by the number of my foes. Had I 
been cut off, at Kolin, I (hould now have been 
in a harbour where I (hould no more be in dread 
of ftorms. But I muft continue to be tofled on 
a tempeiluous ocean, till fome yard and a half 
of earth (hall afford me that good which in this 
world 1 fought in vain. 

Adieu, my dear marquis. I wifh you health, 
iand every kind of happinefs, which I myfeif 
want. 



LETTER XVL 

From tbt Marquis iTJrgens: 

8 I k E, Berlin, Apnl 29, 1758. 

I N the letter whic^ your majcfty did mc 
the honour to write, I found new marks of your 
bounty. You refemble the good genii of the 
ancients, who, whenever they appeared to thofc 

E z they 
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they protcftcd, it was by heaping new favours 
upon them. When (hall I be happy enough to 
thank you for all your bounties, atSans-Souci? 
When (hall I there fee you enjoy that peace 
which your glorious labours fliall have procured? 
You inform mc you are preparing to give your 
tnemies battle, which is as much as to fay you 
are preparing to vanquifh them. Yet am not 
I the lefs alarmed. I incefianiiy fear, as do all 
your faithful fubjeds, of whom you are the fa- 
ther, left fome accident (hould happen to you. 
The glory and the profpcrity of the kingdom 
center in you alone. 

I know not whether I can profit by the leave* 
which your majefty has deigned to grant me, bc- 
caufe of my ftill great weaknefs. To aid me in 
undertaking a journey which is fo neceflary to 
me, your majefty might render me an eflcntial 
fervice ; if, to fo many other favours, you ftiould 
be pleafed to add one more ; which muft be the 
laft, for to importune you further would be to 
abufe your majefty's kindnefs. 

I have met at Berlin with a coufin gcrman 
of mine, M. de Mons, a captain in the regi- 
ment of Piedmont, k young man of three-and- 
thirty, whofe conduft at Berlin and at Magde- 
burg has merited the public efteem, and the 
friendlhip of M. von Seidlitz, who can give your 

majefty 
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majefty his charafter. Should you be pleafcd 
to grant him permiffion to go to Aix, on his 
parole^ he will accompany me as for as Chara- 
beris after which I (hall continue my route 
through Savoy for Nice ; and he his through 
Dauphine for Aix. It will be a circumftance of 
great utility to me to have the company of a 
French officer as far as Swiflerland, and efpecially 
of a kinfman and a friend. I venture to add to 
thefe reafons that all my relations^ and efpecially 
my mother, from whom I expeft the greateft 
part of what I am to inherit, will be infinitely 
obliged to me for this permiflion. 

Thus, if your majefty will grant me this fa- 
vour, after having loaded me with your benefits, 
you will procure me new wealth in my own 
country, and will bring thofe difputes to an 
eafy conclufion into which I perhaps fliall have 
to enter. Pardon me, fire, for having written 
thus at length, at a time when you are occupied 
by the moft ferious af&irs. But I know the ex- 
cefs of your goodnefs; nor can you imagine 
the kindnefs you will do me, (hould you grant 
me the favour I take the liberty to requeft. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



£3 LET- 
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LETTER. XVI}. 

From the King. 

Undated. 

IrECEIVED your letter, my deac 
marquis, without a date, fo that I may fuppc^c 
it came from the ruins of Carthage, or from Co- 
chinchina. But what leads me to predime that 
you are in Provence is that, fince your departure, 
the newfpapers are all filled with accounts of a 
monfter, which is committing dreadful ravage* 
in that province, and which can be only you ; 
for, in quality of Pruflian, you muft pals for a 
monfter in France, or at leaft at VcrfalUes. And 
fuppofing even that were not fo, the people per- 
haps have fecn you wrapped up in your riding 
?oat, with your hood over your head, and your, 
handkerchief up to your nofe, forming a figure 
which I own is monftrous enough, to people, 
who never faw it before. 

The gazettes fay you devour women and chil- 
dren. Fie upon you ! Where did you learn 
that villanous trade ? I never knew you guilty 
of fuch tricks. But our manners are changed 
by travelling. Should this be a falfe accufation, 

ftiU' 



CORUBSPONDEHCE. 55 

ftill, from a Janfcnift, as you were, you are 
turned Jefuit, becaufe your brother of Eguilles 
is one, and he has given you I know not what 
farms to corrupt you. You, marquis, are the 
man defcribed by the proverb : " Shew me your 
** companions and I will tell you your fortune.** 
I know that you fometimes aft the fick man ; 
but chat is only that you may haunt the woods, 
auid be the bugbear of a whole country. 

Not fatisfied with exciting rumours in Pro- *" 
yeace, you with to trouble the peace of Paris. 
Buj wjiat would my brother the moft Chriftian 
king fay, were he to hear that the monfter, my 
chamberlain, were come to devour the children 
of the park of Verfailles, the woodof Senar, and 
the foreft of Fontainebleau, A fquadron ofdria- 
goons has been fent after you into Provence ; the 
French guards will be at your heels in Paris ; 
and in defpjte of your addrefs, which is faid to 
be great in leaping from branch to branch, a 
muiket ball may happen to catch you. Should 
you even reftrain this voracity, and while you 
live at Paris be fatisfied, like all honeft people 
who inhabit this globe, with eating fifli, cows, 
and calves, what a noife would the gazette 
writers make ! Thefe gentlemen have affirmed 
that you are charged with commiffions fo fecret 
|hat they are unknown even to me ; and', hear- 

E 4 ing 
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ing you were at Paris, they would give their lies 
a colouring which (hoiild make them credited 
by the public. The whole corps diplomatique 
would be in motion, knowing you were arrived; 
the fpies would begin to trot about, and falfe ru- 
mours would take wing. 

Such would be the fruits of your travels. And 
what good would you efFcft ? You have an an- 
nuity on the hotel de ville, which is regularly 
paid you. Do you wi(h to fpeak to your 
friends ? That you may do, and (top at a village 
not far from the city, at which the people with 
whom you have bufinefs may give you the meet- 
ing. You will do well to retreat through Bruf- 
fels for Wefel ; but for the love of God eat up 
no children on your journey. Meat is cheap, 
and you may have it in every place ; and (hould 
your imagination be inflamed fo much, by the 
heat of the fun of Provence, as to caufe you to 
ad the monfler, let the phlegmatic fun of Weft- 
phalia cool your head fo far as to render you, on 
your return, the fame man you were at your de- 
parture. 

I expeft you, marquis, in the month of Sep- 
tember; and prodigious diligence you will then 
indeed have made ; for, as far as I rccoUeft, the 
three kings only travelled thirteen miles in fif- 
teen days. In fine, you will a6t in this accord- 
ing 
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ing to your ufual prudence ; and I recommend 
you, and every thing that relates to you, to the 
holy keeping of the Eternal Father. 



LETTER XVIIL 
From the Marquis d^Argens. 

SIRE, Hamburg, February 12^ 1759. 

After having rendered ten thoufancf 
thanks to your majefly, for the kindnefs you 
have had in permitting me to regain my health, 
and take time to recover from a fit of ficknefs, 
a hundred times more dangerous, and more te- 
dious, than that which I fufFered at Brcflau, I 
venture to inform you that I am much more 
courageous than you fuppofe, and that I fliall 
depart in five days for Berlin, almoft deprived of 
the ufc of a leg. Should not herb baths and fum- 
raer ftrengthen my nerves, then muft I be fup- 
ported by a melancholy crutch for the remainder 
of my life. Had I been lamed in the fervice of 
your majefty, it would have been fome confola- 
tion ; but to become helplefs in a bed and an 
arm chair is exceedingly vexatious. One thing 
however comforts me, which is that you have, 

5 for 
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to agree to a glorious peace. The finances of 
France are in the moft piciable (late ; (he has no 
longer any credit in foreign countries, and her 
trade is entirely ruined. The Engli(h manage 
in a manner which may beft reduce her to ac- 
cept fuch conditions as (hall be offered. Should 
they make themfelves matters of Quebec, they 
will, if they pleafe, oblige the French to go to 
war with the queen of Hungary. Their laft con- 
queft, the taking of Guadeloupe, has complete- 
ly thrown all the merchants in the kingdom in 
a confternation. In fine, there are, literally, 
neither money, (hips, nor trade, in France; 
therefore how . can the fubfidies hereafter J>e 
paid ? Let but one effort be made, this fummer, 
and peace cannot but be concluded in autumn. 
I have, within this month, converfed with feve- 
ral of the greateft merchants of Hamburg ; and, 
among others, with two who, within a fortnight, 
had been in France '; the one at Marfeilles, the 
other at Bordeaux. The firH affured me that, 
inftead of four hundred and fixty merchant (hips, 
^which were fcnt every year from Marfeilles 
into the Levant, feventeen only had left that 
port, for the laft two years ; all the others hav- 
ing been taken, burnt, or funken. The 
merchant from Bordeaux informed me that, 
within thefc eleven months, three (hips only 
had left that port for the American iflands 

and 
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and the north j inftead of between five and fir 
hundred^ which annually ufed to depart for dif- 
ferent latitudes. Jn fine^ fire, it is a certain fa<fl 
that, for eighteen months paft, the French have 
not received a pound of fugar from their plan- 
tations. The Danes take up the fugar from the 
refiaing houfes of Hamburg, carry it for fale to 
France, and return back with the French money. 
Never was France fo low in the ftate of her fi- 
nances, not even during the greateft misfortunes 
of Louis XIV. 

To this add the difcontent of the nation is ge- 
neral ; the people call lor peace ; a kind of 
phrenzy has feized on their council of ftate ; 
the minifters hate each other, and labour for 
mutual deftru6tion ; changes in adminiftration 
are almoft daiJy# Remember thefe things, and 
your majefty will perceive that France muft fe- 
riouily think of peace. 

Befide, if (he be exhaufted, who can pay fub- 
fidies to the Barbarians and Tartars ? Who (hall 
bribe the Swedes ? Who (hall maintain that mul- 
titude of collegiate fcuni which is caUed the army 
of the empire ? 

The Au(b'ians I allow are brave fellows, and 
enemies that ought not to be defpifed ; but you 
have beaten them fo often that you will beat 
them again, whenever you pleafe to employ that 
fupcrior intelligence that has been beftowed on 

you 
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the world, to the conftraint of living in a country 
where indignities like thefe are authorifed. 

Were I twenty years younger, I fliould alk 
your majefty's permiflion to make a campaign in 
the army of prince Ferdinand. 

I have the honour to be &c. 



LETTER XX. 
From the King^ 

Undated* 

You will think it very ridiculous, my 
dear marquisj that I Ihould fo long have pro- 
mifed you news without fending you any. It is 
not, moft affuredly, my fault, but rather the want 
of events, for which we muft wait, and the dif- 
tances which the couriers have to travel, before 
* they can bring intelligence. 

I have nothing to inform you of, either politi- 
eal or military, except that marftial Daun has 
encamped his numerous army, and that I am 
ftill in cantonments, but with one foot in the 
ftirrup. 

I hear fome good news from Saxony, which 
is very agreeable to me ; and I (hould be ftill 

more 
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Ittore ddighced had the blows been more decl- 
five. Great good fortune is neceffary, for us tp 
obtain any advantage over our enemies. For 
this I entreat Heaven $ but, as I have not the 
proteftion of St* Simeon Stylites, nor of St* An- 
thony, nor of St. John Chryfoftom, nor even of 
St. Fiacre*, I doubt whether Heaven will hear 
the prayer of a poor profane mortal, who has 
very little faith, and ftill lefs infpiratioti. As 
foon as I (hall have any good news to fend» 
you Ihall be informed of it immediately! 

In the mean while, my dear marquis, I amufc 
ihyfelf with the popes Nicholas and Adrian, the 
emperor Louis, king Lotharius, and with the 
ladies Teutberge and Valrade ^. I am on the 
point of beholding a great fchifm arife in the 

* Saint Coachy! — Fiacre^ in the French language, figni- 
fic8 both hackney coach and hackney coachman. Smollet, in 
Letter IV. of his Travel*, infori^ us St. Fiacre wa« the fon of 
a Scotch king, who lived and died a hermit m France ; and 
that the troops of Henry V. of England were faid to have pil- 
laged the chapel of this Highland faint ; who^ in revenge, aififted 
his countrymen in the French fervice to defeat the Englifh at 
Bauge ; and afterward afBifked Henry with the piles, of which 
he died. This prince complained that he was not only plagued 
by the living Scots, but. even perfccuted by thofe who were 
dead. T. 

+ The king meansi he was then reading dc Fleury's Ecclefi- 
aftical Hiftory. T. 

VOL, X, F weft. 
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weft, and am inclined to believe that the whole 
world has been foolifh, from Conftantine to Lu- 
ther ; difputing, in an unintelligible jargon, con- 
cerning abfurd vifions ; and epifcopacy eftab- 
lifliing temporal power, aided by the credulity 
and tlie folly of princes and people. The confe- 
quences of the hiftory of religion, confidered 
under this point of view, prefent a grand pro- 
Ipeft to the eye of the philofopher, and become 
an inftruftive leffon for all who are able to 
think, and to refleft on the human mind. The 
abbe de Flcury has really rendered truth and 
good fenfe great fervice, by compofing his Hif- 
tory. You would write a moft admirable book, 
my dear marquis, as it appears to me, were you 
to amafs all the contradidlions and all the abfur- 
ditics of divines ; though you would undertake 
a moft enormous work. 

I will take your word for it that you are as 
good a Greek as Demofthenes. You were be- 
fore a formidable Grecian to me, who underftand 
nothing more than the Pater Hemon. This was 
exceedingly apparent during the fupper at which 
the duke dc Nivernois was prefent, and when 
you fupported one half of the converfation in 
Greek ; while I called for a diftionary, that I 
,niiglu, in fome manner, be able to underftand 

the 



ttic very learned words tvhich jrou cath of yoii 
threw in fo a-propos. 

For my part, I have not profited likS you by 
this tirihdppy war : I am become a praftical phi- 
lofophcr, 1 fiave befide forgotteh the little I 
knew, arid all I have learned is paCiehtfy to fuf- 
^er ilU which I cannot avoid. 

Adieti, iny divine inarqul^ ; you might have 
kept the nfew works of" D'Akrtibert, which in 
trutt art equal in value fo our current coin*. I 
teg you will take care of your health, and re- 
ttiembfer your frietids, wh6 are itnpelled and 
haunted ^by a malignant fpirit over the world^ 
according to the caprice of the goblin. 



LETTER XXL \ 

From the Marquis d^ArgenU 
fi i 11 f, ieriin, April 20, iyjgi 

You hdvfc indulged me in the libfcty of 
occafionally writing to you ; I dare not,- how- 
ever, take this freedom fo often as I wifh^ from 

♦ How much the PiiiCbao coin was debafed, at this period^ 

iwcB known, T. 

Fa tho 
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the fear that I fliould difturb your nujefty in thtf 
important affairs concerning which you aije incef- 
fantly occupied ; but the good fortune of your 
arms in Bohemia, and the happy commence- 
ment of the campaign, infpire me with too much 
joy to refrain from congratulating your majeily. 
I daily become more convinced that, at theclofe 
of this campaign, you will render your people 
contented and happy ; and, after being crowned 
with glory, will pafs halcyon days at Potfdam 
and Sans-Souci, furrounded by the magnificent 
things youfhall there perform and there coUeft. 
I know you have difficulties to furmouitf 
which would aftonilh, and ^even incite defpair 
in any other prince ; but the fame fortitude and 
prudence, which have hitherto been your fup- 
port, will lead you to a permanent and honour- 
able peace. I regard you as the modem Her- 
cules ; you are' obliged to ad wonders. You 
combat againfl a hydra, but in the end you will 
cut off all its heads. I am not blind to the pre* 
fent lituation of affairs i I know that they are in 
a very critical fituation ; but in fine, lire, I judge 
of the future by the paft, and I have no doubt 
but that a pleating calm will foon fucceed to 
ftorms fo violent. I fuppofe the prefent league 
to refemble that of Cambray; like which it 

will 
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Will be produftive of no fUble cffcft, and will 
end in fmoke. 

Your majefty is wrong to tell me that the mif- 
fortunes of others are but dreams, I have feve- 
ral times repeated to your majefty that my def- 
tiny is fo much attached to your prefervation that, 
had I the unhappinefs to lofe you, God knows 
what would become of me ! Certain it is I woulcf 
rather travel into Jamaica, or Nova Scotia, than 
return to France. But a-propos of my moft dear 
country ! You have lately put more than thirty 
women in mourning,, whom you have made wi- 
dows by an exchange of prifoners. In revenge, 
however, you have dried up th« fource of fifty 
falfe reports, which thofe gentlemen daily vented. 
Thus did they repay the civilities with which 
they were loaded. 

i have received a letter from Voltaire, who 
had not written to me for thefe four years ; but 
he could not refift his defire to know what I 
think of the reverend father Malagrida, and the 
other Portuguefe Jefuits. What fays your ma- 
jefty to thefe worthy people ? The adventure of 
the king of Portugal is a fine leffon for all fovc- 
reigns, and efpecially for proteftant fovereigns. 
It is really horrid that a Pope (hould dare to 
fupport fuch infemous regicides; and that a 
monarchi whom they have attempted cruelly to 
F 3 aflafiinate. 
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^flaffinsite, dare not drive the principal auchorf 
of an a6t fo flagrant out of his kingdom. 

This i$ a fine fubjeA on which to write a fer* 
pion^ in the cbarader pf a quaker, againft all 
religions that maintain priefls. Were I not ftjU 
incommoded, ai^d continually in pain with my 
leg, I flioqld already have coUeded materials 
for a new pamphlet. 

I have the honour to be, &c« 



LETTER XXII. 

I ... 4^ 

, From the King. 

J^ DEAR MARQUIS, Undated* 

I AM delighted to learn that you are fafely 
harboured at Qerliii. The journey to you was 
tremendous, and your campaign is over. I am 
in reality as impatient as you are to hear of 
the reduftion pf Caflel ; and I begin to fear that, 
in dcfpite of all the advantage of prince Ferdi- 
nand, he will make ^ fchglar's progrefs, and 
will lofe a3 fall as he acquires. 

TJie French are as mute as fifli, and fay not a 
word to the Englilh.' The opening of thecam- 
paign approaches, and will probably be attended 

witl^ 
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vkh the like difagreeable events and dangers as 
was the laft. Town to you the thought renders 
me melancholy, and throws me into a revery 
whenever it enters my mind. I often fay to 
myfelf — ^We cannot refift the torrent of ac- 
cidents which hurries us away, or that fatality 
which impels men) as winds agitate the fands 
and the waves. Thcr^ is little confolation in 
the remembrance of this, but the die is caft, 

I thank you for the defcription you have given 
nje of Sans-Souci. God knows when I (hall 
there fet foot again ! Yet what you have faid 
affords me great pleafure. I remember the 
pjace as the Jews do Jerufalem, or as Mofes 
did the holy land, toward which he wi(hed to 
lead t^e people of Ifrael, but which he hunfelf 
was doomed never to enter. 

What (hall I fay to you, my dear marquis, 
concerning the king of Portugal ? N ^ ♦ * has 
every where done evil ; and will comiaue fo to 
do, fo long as fovereigns fhall not, like Caefar, 
Be the pontiffs of their pwn dominions, Thefe 
people ^bufe the name of religion with too 
. much impunity ; a name which ought to be the 
greateft curb to crimes. They arm themfelves 
with the facred knife, which they fnatch from 
the altar to cut the throats of kings, and, with 
the piety of the weak, to found or to extend 
F 4 their 
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their avaricious and their ambitious defires*. 
The condudt of the Pope, in this affair, is in- 
conceivable. He muft be an idiot, and his 
cardinal fecretary a rafcal, that ought to be 
broken alive. 

But what have we to do with fuch people, 
at prefent ? I am in greater pain for Caflel, and 
my detachments, than for all the Jefuits in the 
world. I have the difficult talk which I have 
to fulfil inceffantly before my eyes. All my 
arms are a great fund of good will and an invio- 
lable attachment to the ftate. In fine, I plunge 
with my eyes (hut into an ocean, agitated by 
contending \vinds, without knowing on what 
fhore I (hall be cafl. This is the true ftate of 
what relates to myfelf, and of all that I can au- 
gur for the future. I endeavour to affeft tran- 
quillity, but I would have you judge whether 
philofophy can beftow fuch perfeft apathy, on a 
man born with ftrong paffions. 

Adieu, my dear marquis. Write to me often. 
Give my compliments to the good Babet, and 
be perfuaded of the eftecm in which J (hall hold 
you during life, 

* To found Jefires is perhaps too bold a metaphor) thoi]|^ 
we do not fcruplc to taj huildkopcu T« 

LET- 



LETTER XXIII, 
' From the Marquis d^Argens. 

SIRE, Berlin, May 5, I7J9, 

I HAVE received the verfes which your 
.majcfty did me the favour to fend. How is 
it pofiible to be occupied by the command of 
an army^ of a hundred thoufand men, and yec 
find time to write verfes fo ingenious^ and in^ 
finitely more correA than thofe of La Fare 
and Chaulieu ? You perform every thing you 
pleafe ; and J believe that, flioukl you take fuch 
a whim, you would, at the fame time, lay down 
an admirable plan of battle, and wrhe as fine a 
iermon as any written by Saurin* 

I had feen, in all the public papers, an ac« 
count of the toka * and the fword, fent by the 
Pope tomarfhal Daun. I wKhed to induce the 
gazette writer of Berlin to infert, in his paper, 
that prince Ferdinand expected from London 
a hat and a fword, confecrated by the arch- 
bilhop of Canterbury ; and that the proteftants 
made no doubt but that the Canterbury bene- 
diAion would be more efficacious than the Ro* 
man. It is necefiary to load the Auftrians and 
f'rcnch with ridicule, for they publifh a hundred 

f 7(9;tf^^--Cap or bonactf T, 

follie^, 
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LETTER XXlV. 
f^rom the Marquis J^Argens. 

jS I R B» Berlin, May 17, 1759^ 

I NEVER read any thing fo plcafant as 
your Pope's Brief, and your Letter from the 
prince de Soubife. I am perfuaded the very 
enemies of your majefly muft Be obliged to con- 
fefs they have never met with any thing more 
ingenious, 

I have changed the plan of my work, and 
the tide. I (hall afliime the following, which 
appears to me 'more interefting, and more con* 
formable to my ideas— —Aiifwoir^j di l^Acade* 
fnU des NouvelUftes du Cafe de St. James *• — I 
feign that fome Engliftimeri have formed a fo- 
ciety, or club, in which each is obliged to read, 
10 the members aifembled, fome political pieces* 
This will be the means of introducing, at each 
meeting of the pretended academy, whatever 
fatires I (hall plcafe. The title of my work will 
furnilh me likewife with an occafion of turning 
many things to ridicule ; and I fliall endeavour 
to write a book fuch as (hall be interefting 

♦ Memoirs of the Academy of the Ncvrs-Mongers of St. 
James's CofFec-houfc»" 

enough 
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enough to be read when the war (hall be end* 
cd, and the pleafure of novelty loft. In fine, 
fire, (hould you be pleafed to aid, and give ef- 
fect to my plan^ by fending me what you (hall 
write in your moments of leifure, I am con- 
vinced that my work will fuccecd. I fuppofe 
that, in feven or eight days, I (hall be able tm 
fend your majefty the firft part printed. 

The Pope*s Brief appears to me to be (b 
pleafant that I (hall tranilate it into Latin, and 
(hall print it in two columns, the Latin on one 
lide and the French on the other. This will 
impart the greater air of truth to it, becaufe the 
briefs of the Pope are always written in Latin, 
when they are addrefled to the Imperial courts 
w t(5 its minifters. 

At the moment that I have the honour to write 
!;o your majefty, a report is fpread through the city 
that prince Henry has entered Nuremberg, and 
that your majefty has repulfed and beaten a heavy 
body of Auftrians. I am perfuaded, (ire, you 
will do whatever is neceflary in this campaign 
to vanquiQi your enemies, on all (ides ; and I 
doubt not but I (hall have the happinefs again 
to fee you tranquil at Potfdam, at the clofe of 
the year, crowned with glory, and in the enjoy- 
ment of perfeft health ; for, according to my 
creed, the latter article •is as neceflfary, to the 
3 happinefs 



Bappinefs of hero6s> as it is to the peace of tijrj 
poor, iimple^ mortals. 
I have the honour tobe^ &e. 

I I'llllilMMMiB^a I I 



LETTER XXV; 

From the King. 

4lY DEAR MAkoyiS, ^^"^ fciittefH^; 

^- May 28, 1759. 

I AM fo occupied, here, by our heroic 
follies, that I vei^ much fear I (hall be able td 
afford you but feeble afliftance, in your praife^ 
worthy project. 

I have not beaten the enemy, becaufe I have 
had no opportunity. To perform my taft will 
be very difficult. The enemy 1 have to face, 
fronting Silefia, is ninety thoufand ftrong; to 
oppofe whom I have but fifty thoufand men^ 
Perplexity will begin to be felt as fdon as the 
army (hall enter the field; and mu€^ addrefsy 
art, and valour are neceflary> to efcape the dan- 
gers by which we are menaced. ' 

My brother has not fent troops to Nurem- 
berg, for it would have been very erroneous irt 
him to have nurched thus far, under oiir pre- 
fent circumftances. He ought, on the contrary,} 

baftil/ 
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liaftily to regain Saxony, that he may fend a 
detachment againft the Ruffians. We have yet 
no caufe to fing Te Deum, nor can we prefagc 
the future. The great impediment, the gordiaa 
knot, awaits us ; and we muft (ee what will be 
the will of fate, relative to future events. Be it 
what it may, it will not derange my philofophy. 
With refped to my health and content of 
hearty thefe are things on which I do not think^ 
and ^hicfa are to me very indifferent. I per- 
ceive, my dear marquis, you like the public arc 
milled. My fituation may at a diftance caft a 
certain fplendour ; but approach, and you will 
find nothing but grofs and thick fmoke. I 
fcarcely any longer know whether there be fuch 
a place as Sans-Squci in the world ; be it fituated 
where it will, the term no longer is applicable to 
me *. In fine, my dear marquis, I am old, 
gloomy, and harafled. Some rays of my former 
good humour occafionally dart into my mind ; 
but they are fparks which expire, wanting the 
furnace whence more (hall be emitted. Thejr 
are fWhes of lightning that burfl through the 
black and flormy clouds. I tell you the truth. 
Were you to fee me you would no longer find 
the traces of the man I formerly was. You 
would behold grey-headed age, that has loft half 

* Sam Swci mam VMihout care. T. 

I Jiis 
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JKis teeth ; is deftitute of gaiety, fire, and imH^ 
gination ; and is lefs than the Tufculan remains 
^which architeds have formed fo nuiny imagi* 
nary plans, not finding any nxins which could 
indicate the foundation of the abode of Cicero. 

Such, my dear marquis, are the effefts ra« 
ther of grief than of increaiing years ; fuch are 
the mournful approaches of decay, which the 
autumn of life infallibly brings. Thefe reflec- 
tions, which render me exceedingly carelefs 
concerning death, infpire me with precifely 
thofe propenfities which a man ought to have, 
who is fated to fight to the laft extremity. With 
this indifference for life, we combat with greater 
courage, and quit the world without regret. 

For your part, my dear marquis, not being 
in the paths of blood, preferve your good hu- 
mour till fome juftcaufe forafilidion (hallaflauk 
you, and mortify our enemies with your peni 
while I will employ all the abilities I pofTefs to 
confound them, by the (harp fword and the thun- 
dering cannon. 

Adieu, dear marquis. May Heaven pre- 
ferve you in peace, and take you into its holy 
keeping ! 



LET- 
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LETTER. XXVI. 
Frpm the. Marquis d^Argens^ 

SIRE, Berlin, June i8, 1759. 

1 SHOULD havedone niyfelf the honour 
to write to your majefty fooner, could I have 
^ haftened the printers. But the delays' of thefc 
people are eternal. I have for fome days fuf- 
pcnded my Memoirs of the Academy of Newf- 
mbngers, becaufe I have fuppofed I might 
write fomcthing more effedual in a ferious ftylc. 
Here are two Letters, under the fiAitious name 
of a minifter of the gofpel. In tlue firft, I have 
attempted to prove that the objeft of the houfe 
of Auftria, and of France, has at all times been 
to annihilate the reformation ; and, in the fecond, 
have (hewn that thefe two powers fuppofe the 
prefent to be the moment, for the execution of 
their plan. 

Did I poflefs that ardent and perfujifive elo- 
quence which nature has fo liberally beftowed 
upon yovl, I (hould have been able to have 
written fomcthing better ; but, exclufive of the 
mediocrity of talents which has been granted 
me, the weaknefs of my body has communi- 
cated itfelf to my mind, and my tinderftanding 
is almoft as much enervated as, my frame. I 

VOL. X. G have 
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have endeavoured to fupply the dcfirfks of the 
orator by the expreflion of truth. I have had 
rccourfe to unadorned reafon, not being able^ 
fo to ornament it as to render it more con- 
vincing. This has occafioned the work to find 
favour in the eyes of its readers ; and, fincc the 
Letters have been more fuccefsful than I dared 
flatter myfclf they would have been, I intend to- 
publifh five or fix more, fliould I have ftrength 
enough for their compofition. 

I have the honour to fend your majefty the 
Pope's Brief, with a Latin tranflation. There is 
more Attic falt^ and more imagination, in this 
piecej than in all that has been or will be pub- 
liftied, during the courfe of the prefent war. 

No one knows that I am the author of the Let- 
ters which I have the honour to fend your ma- 
jefty ; of this the printer himfclf is ignorant. 
M. de Beaufobre alohe is in the fecret, for he is 
charged with correding the prcfs. I entreat 
your majefty not to name me, for the world is 
perfuaded they are really written by a minifter 
of the gofpel ; and we (hall lofe all the good ef- 
feds that might be expefted, (liould it be knqwTi 
they are the produdion of an author whofe 
books have been burnt, in various countries, be- 
caufe of their irreligion. 

I have great need to drink the mineral waters 

of 
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bf Sans-Souei, if you will be plcafcd to permit 
me to go there for a fortnight. I wi(h to new- 
line my poor caft, which begins to be very 
much worn. The phyliclans aflure me the wa« 
ters and the excercife of the journey will do liie 
much good. I here go out in a carriage^ but 
they wi(h me to walk. 

t have hot yet publidied the Letter of the 
prince de Soubife, becaufe 1 keep it for my Me- 
moirs of the Newfmongers^ which I fliall begin 
to write as fbon as I have compofed two liiofft 
Letters of the Gofpel-minifter. 

I have the honour to be, &c« 



LETTER XXVn* 
From the King. 

Undated; ^ 

Yo U R two Letters, itiy deai* marquis, 
arc of more worth than a Viftory. The plan is 
admirable. I only could wi(h you had been m«- 
formed of an anecdote refpefting the fecond; 
which is that F*rance caufed it td be declated, to 
the republic of Holland^ that (he really had an 
intention to invade England, but that the Pre* 
tender was not to have any part in the afTain 
G z This 
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follies^ which make much impreflion^ and aro 
allowed fo to proceed. 

Inflead of the wretched fermons which our 
minifters write, why do they not tdke occalioi) 
to compofe a paftoral letter, in which they (hould 
dcmonftrate the total ruin of proteftantifm, 
/hould the enemies of your majefty unfortu- 
nately fucceed in their defigns. I could eafily 
write a pamphlet on this fubjed ; but fuch a 
work muft be written in German, to be difperfed 
among the lower ranks, that it might be ge- 
nerally read. I have only met with one piece, 
in favour of the good caufe, which is written 
with tafte; and this is the Letter on Libels. I 
immediately difcovered your majcfty's hand, 
and I can aflure you that, at the fiftieth line, I 
was as certain that you were the author of that 
work as if you yourfelf had told me fo. It is 
tranilated into G^map, and is thus rendere4 
more ufefuL 

I have an inclination to publifh a monthly 
work, under the title of Mercure de Harhurg *, 
in which, without invedtivc or bitternefs, I would ' 
turn all the impertinences publifhed by the 
enemy to ridicule. The work fbould be 
printed in French and German. No perfoa 

i The Mercury of Harburg. 

(hqul4 
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^ould know me to be the author, the tranflator 
lexcepted^ for the tranflator would be as necelia- 
ry a perfon as the author, lincc the people mull 
jbe informed; aiid t^igfe whp (peak French in 
Germany are but few, comparatively to thofe 
who underftand only the German language. 

Should ypur majefty not difapprove my pro- 
je£t, I will begin as fopn as I (hall know your 
will^ It appears to me that the plan might be 
iifeful, for the publication of fome pieces which 
your majefty amufes yourfelf in writing, and 
which I Ihould infert in the Mercure de Harbourg^ 
as f oming from authors under fu^h names as it 
Piall pleafe your majefty to figi>. 

I am not aftoniftied at the follies and imper- 
tinences of fieveral French officers, for this I had 
forefeen ; and your majefty may recoHedt J had 
the honour to aik you, at Breflau, why you had 
the complaifance to fend a number of hair- 
brained youths to the capital? Thank Heaven, I 
was not acquainted with any one of them, during 
^he reiidence they made in that city* May God 
l^eep them merry at Spandau. All I have to fay 
to your majefty is that we no longer daily hear 
jhofe" rumours which had no foundation in truth, 
but which however did not fail, for two or three 
((Jays, to alarm all the worthy people in Berlin* 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

LET. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

From the Marquis d^Argens. 

After the lofs of the battles of Zulichau and CunerfdoTff. 

S I R £» Berlin, Auguft 14, 1759. 

Nothing has happened to you but 
what has happened to Csfar, Turenne, and fc- 
veral times to the great Conde. If you will but 
recover pofleflion of yourTelf, take care of your 
healthy and employ thofe refources which your 
own intelligence will fupply, every thing will 
foon be reftored to order. My grief is extreme 
that I cannot be prefent with you, inceflantly to 
repeat what I have now the honour to write. In 
the name'of your people, in the name of your 
glory, which will ever remain immortal, in dc- 
fpite of the vexatious accidents which may hap- 
pen to you, do not yield to en^otions which in- 
jure your health, and are more deftruftive to your 
people than the lofs of many battles. Recolledt 
that Louis XIV. fufFered the greateft reverfe of 
fortune, by fupporting which with firmnefs he ac- 
jquired more grandeur than by having conquered 
numerous provinces. What is your intention ? To 
defend your kingdom ; and, (hould this kingdom 
be deprived of you, it will, without refourcc, 

S b« 
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be eternally loft. Peace made on certain occa- 
fions is neither (hameful norprejudicial. Where 
is the prince, or hera, who has not fometimes 
been forced to yield to the torrent of accidents? 

In fine, fire, you know I adore you. Should 
you perifli, your people will eternally accufe you 
as the author of their misfortunes ; ftiould you 
live, let affairs take what turn they may, they will 
worfliip you ; for you alone can fave the ftalc 
from the wretchednefs into which it would fall, 
(hould you be cut off. E^tcufe, fire, the liberty 
I take, which is pardonable in a man who, had 
he a hundred lives, would give them all with 
pleafure, to render you happy. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER XXX. 

From the Marquis d'Argens. 

S I R £> Berlin, Auguft, 18, 1759, 

I NEITHER have quitted nor have I 
thought of quitting Berlin. So long as I (hail 
know you to be in good health, I Ihall not have 
the leaft fear, becaufe I am affured that, not- 
withftanding the accidents that may happen, 
while you (hall preferve your perfon, which is fo 

precious 
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thefc unfortunate countries. This intelligence 
obliges me to attack the Ruffians again, between 
here and Frankfort. You may well imagine it 
is a defperate refolution. I have no other re- 
four ce to prevent being cut off from Berlin, oa 
one fide or on the other. I have ordered brandy 
to be diftributed to the difcouraged men, that I 
may by this means infpire them with more 
bravery ; but I do not promife myfelf any fuc- 
cefs. My only confolation is thj determination 
to die fword in hand. 

Adieu, my dear marquis. Once again fly, 
and wait the event, that you may provide for 
your own fafcty, in cafe of misfortune. I 
thank you for the attachment which you teftify ; 
and you may be certain I (hall preferve a grate- 
ful remembrance of it to my laft figh. 



LETTER XXXIL 

From the Marquis SArgens. 

SIRE, Berlin, Auguft 21, 1 759. 

1 AM in defpair. at not being with you ; 
but, fince fuch are your commands, I (hall de- 
part to the diftance of fome miles from Berlin, 

and 
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ind fliall' vt^aft'* Tan'gfermunde for news of the 
victory wiiich ybli Will gain over your enemies 
Ydiir infantry rieitliir wanted good-will nor va- 
lour;' but the cxceffive heat dn the day of battlfe 
tftkhduftcd ^elf ftrehgth, itjf which nature has 
drily grdhted'a certain portion to men, who, be 
they as coar%e6us as the)P will, never can rife 
fijperior to- this Tame nature. I am, convinced 
they will repair their fault on the firft oppor- 
tunity, and that you will again find them to be 
true Pruffian foidiers. " TThough fortune have for 
once turned her back, flie has not therefore for- 
faken you. As fooh as you (hall think of the 
prefervation ofyourfelfi affairs will foon recover 
a fmiling face. 

How. ardently do I wilh to be with you! I 
have a million of things to fay to you; and 
would prove to* youj in fpite of your afflidtion, 
that your lofs alone can incur that of the ftate. 
Live; take "carVolF'^'yourreTF; and, be the ftate 
of affairs what it may-, it will foon or late become 
favourable. And even, fire, had the lofs of a 
battle led the enemy to Berlin, which however 
did not happen, would there have been no longer 
any 'hope, bccaufe we muft have paid a contri- 
bution ? Recolleft, fire, that prince Ferdinand 
may when he pleafes enter Franconia, and lay 
wafte thofe diftridts of the Empire which are 

-. averfc 
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averfe to us ; by which means be would oblige 4 
part of the Auftrians to haften towsu-d Bohemia^ 

You have fufFcrcd lofs, but the lofs of your 
enemies is (till greater. I know the feniibility 
of your majefty, and this is what I fear more 
than your foes. I own it is very vexatious that 
a king, who expofes his perfon more than his 
fprivate men, (hould be abandoned by thofe very 
men ; but in fine^ fire, they will aft wonders oq 
the firft occafion. Every thing will be re- 
paired ; and they will thus aft^ becaufe I am 
convinced your majefty will bring them to a 
ienfe of their duty by the hope of reward, and 
. the alTurance of no more remembering the pad. 

I have anfwered M. Bernouilli, according to 
the commands your majefty has been pleafed 10 
give me. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER XXXIIL 
From the Marquis £Argens. 

SIRE, Wolfcnbuttlc, September 9, 17^$). 

I MEAN to return to Berlin, there to 
wait your majefly's orders ; and am ever ready 
to go wherever you wifti. I entreat you, fire, 
to pay no regard to my health; were it weaker 

than 
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than it is, it would acquire ftrength the firft mo- 
ment I (hould have the happinefs to fee you. 

When I came to Tangermunde, the town' 
was fo full of llrangcrs that it was impoffible to 
find a lodging j nor would I remain in the vil- 
lages becaufe of fmall parties from the army of 
the Empire, which hovered in the environs of 
Magdeburg and Halberftadt ; and I continued 
my route as far as Wolfenbuttle, where I now 
am, and which place I fhall leave to-morrow, 

I have never doubted but that your majefty 
would foon repair the check you met with, in 
ihclaft battle ; and am convinced all will finally 
be well, and much better than you fuppofe, 
provided you will but preferve your perfon. 
In you alone concenters the fafety of the (late. 

Your majefty has no doubt feen the letter of 
marfhal de Belleifle, which was found at Det- 
mold, among the papers of marfhal de Con- 
tades. Nothing can be more (hocking tlian 
the projeft of renewing the horrors of the Pala- 
tinate in the eledorate of Hanover, and to ren- 
der it *' a defert before the month of September," 
for fuch arc the very words of M, de Belleifle, 
This man will become the bye word of all wor- 
thy people, let them be of what party they will. 

I have no doubt but the king of England 
will hereafter think ferioufly of the affairs of 

Germany; 



96 POSTHUMOrS WORKS. 

Germany; he knows at prcfent what he is to 
expeft from his enemies. What would become 
of his German provinces, (hould you unfortu- 
jjately fink under your burthen ? If this letter 
have difcovered the inordinate fpirit of revenge 
of the French miniftry, it has alfo difcovered 
the wretched ftate of their finances ; fincc the 
marflial writes that, without the contributions 
which Fifcher is to raife, it is impofllblc to pro- 
vide for the immediate wants of the army. 
What then will be the confequence (hould the 
Englifli ftrike fome bold ftroke, before the end 
of the year ? 

I have no doubt but you have ftill many la- 
bours and pains to fupport, before the clofe of 
the campaign. But, in order to bring things to 
a happy iffue, you have not any need to van- 
quifti, but to temporife. Defenfive war is the 
ruin of your foes. The campaign muft end ia 
fix week5, and froft and fnow will offer you reft. 
How can your enemies exift in a country where 
they have neither provifions nor magazines? 
What immenfe fums muft the French procure, 
for the fupplies of the next year ; that they may 
continue the war, and pay the fubfidies of their 
allies, who. without thefe fame fubfidies cannot 
ad! 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXXIY. 
Frm the King, 

Cotbtti, September 17, 1759^ 

Berlin at length is out of danger. 

The RufSans are at Guben and at Forft ; but I 

ftill am furroundcd by cruel perplexities, fnares, 

and guiphs. It is very eafy, my dear marquis, 

to fay— « We muft make defenfive war;" but 

the number of my enemies is fo great that I am 

of neceffity obliged to aft ofFenfively. I am here 

in a triangle, with the Ruffians on my left, Daun 

on my right, and the Swedes in my rcar-^ 

" Make defenfive war, I conjure you."— ,7),^ 

very contrary has happsaed:" I have hitherto 

fupported myfelf only by attacking, whenever I 

could find an opportunity, and- by procuring 

fmall advantages, which it has been my endea- 

vour to mcteafe as much as poffible. 

I hav«, fince the war, ferved an apprenticc- 
ihip to Zenonifm; and, (bould the fame train 
continue, I fluU become ^ore indifferent, more 
piffive, than Empedocles, or than Zeno himfelf. 
No, my dear marquis, I do not require you 
to come and join me here. Should I live, I do 
not expea to fee you till winter IhaU have form- 

VOL.X. H ^^ 
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ed a good fix months truce, before which period 
there is much blood (till to be fpilt, and many 
good and ill accidents which muft inform U6 
what is to be our deftiny. 

Adieu, I embrace you, my dear marquis. 



LETTER XXXV. 

From the Marquis dtArgens. 
SIRE, Berlin, Sept. 29, 175J. 

I KNEW your majefty poffeffed all the 
qualities of Caefar, but knew not that you added 
thofe of the great admiral de Coligni^ who was 
more feared, more admired^ and more formida- 
ble to his foes, after than before the lofs of a 
battle. Your affairs are now entirely recovered, 
or nearly fo. Your army yielded the palm of 
vidtory to your enemies; but your genius has 
deprived them of the fruits they might have 
cxpefted to reap by their advantage. 

While you are refloring affairs fo as to put a 
fortunate end to the campaign, the Englilh arc 
haftening the approach of peace, by the deftruc- 
tion of the French fleet. No longer have the 
latter a fmgle fhip in the whole Mediterranean, 

aad 



and the Englilh may there give law with a finglc 
.fquadron of three or four veflels. 

The pretended invafiori of England is va- 
nifhed in fmoke. Canada too muft be lofl ; for 
I have no doubt but that Quebec is taken^ at 
this very moment that I have the honour to write 
to your majefty. The Breft fleet dares not leave 
the harbour; the French are too feniible that^ 
Ihould it be beaten, their marine will be to* 
tally ruined and annihilated. All their colo- 
nies, in Africa and America, and every coail of 
the kingdom itfelf, are -at the mercy of the Eng- 
lifli. Where can France apply for money to 
fumifh the fupplies, and thofe expences into 
which they have entered with fo much profu- 
£on.? The parliaments obftinately refufe to en- 
regiftcr the new taxes. In fine, the defeat of 
the fleet of De la Clue has coft five thoufand 
failors, taken or drowned ; a lofs which twenty 
years cannot repair. 

When all thefe circumftahces are cohfidercd, 
k is but natural to conclude that, (hould thd 
Englifh offer the French a peace in the le&ft 
reafonable, the latter will accept it, aiid will 
forfake their allies» (hould they be unwilling to 
concur in promoting the general tranquillity. I 
am perfuaded, fire, that the French have already 
renounced feis^ng on the eledorate of Hanover j 
Ha for 
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for all the fteps they now make arc but vain 
oftentftion. The defert of the marfhal de Bel- 
leiflc is a chimera, which the battle of Minden 
muft have caufed to vanilh from the fight of the 
miniftry of Verfailles. Add to all this that froft 
and fnow will be here in three weeks. Recol- 
leA the advantages \yhich have been gained by 
prince Henry and general Finck, and your 
majefty will allow I have reafon to affirm that 
the end of the campaign will foon afford the 
-^EngliCh a means of offering the French a peace, 
which, if it be not very unreafonable, they muft, 
pleafed or difpleafed, be obliged to accept. I 
have always thought, and ftill am firmly con- 
vinced, that the cataftrophe of the monftrous 
league, which is formed againft your majcfty, 
will refemble that of Cambray. 

In fine, fire, all will be well, provided you 
take carf of your perfon, which is fo precious to 
your people, and with the prefervation of which 
both the fafety of your fubjedts and the happincfs 
of ajl Germany are connefted. 

I have the honour to be, &c. • 



LET- 



CORltfiSPOKDENCf. lOI 

LETTER XXXVI. 

From the Marquis iArgens. 

S I R E» Berlin, Oftdber 6, 1759. 

A WOMAN who calls hcrfelf madam 
Tagliazuchi^ and whom I never was acquainted 
with, wrote to me yefterday, and addreffed hcr- 
felf to me, that I ftiould inform your majefty Ihe 
has things of the utmoft confequence to reveal, 
and fuch as diredtly relate to yourfelf. I imme« 
diately fent for her, and (he told me (he was the 
wife of the poet who writes the operas* My 
firft queftion was whether what flie knew related 
to any confpiracy againft your majefty; (he an- 
fwered no, but that what (he had to declare was, 
however, of the utmoft importance^ though it did 
not relate to the facred perfon of your majefty. 
I put many queftions to her, but could not 
prevail upon her to anfwer any explicitly. Her 
continual reply was (he would confide her fe«net 
to none but your majefty, or to fomeone to whom 
your majefty (hould, by letter to me, command 
her to addrefs herfelf. 

Though this woman endeavoured to make a 

piyftery of the bulinefs, I think I have difco- 

H 3 vcred 
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ycrcd by Ac croft qucftions which I put tq 
her, what her fccrct is; and thcfc ^c my 
^loughts. 

She is by birth a fubjeft of the queen of Hupr 
gary, and is often in company here with foreiga 
officers^ efpecially Italians. Some one of thefe 
officers imagined her capable of maintaining a 
correfpondcnce, and of fending intelligence to 
the court of Vienna. ' Whether the woman were 
at firft feduced, and whether the fear of what 
might happen may have caufcd her to change her 
opinion; or whether (he have aded only to de- 
ceive the court of Vienna, and to make a merit 
of her conduft to you ; it is certain that (he told 
me, during our converfation, that (he had in her 
po(reffion pieces of great importance. I have no 
doubt "even but that (he will deliver lip the cy- 
j^ers, with which (he has been furnilhed, by the 
court of Vienna, through the medium of thofc 
who were commilDoned to corrupt her; and 
thefe cyphers may be of utility to your majefty 
to decypher other letters. 

I am led to believe (he has cyphers, becaufc, 
when I told her that (he a6ted very prudently in 
remaining faithful to your majefty, for that her 
treachery would foon have been difcovered had 
ifhe entered into any correfpondcnce with the 
court of Vienna, uplefs (he had a cypher, (he 

anfwcrcd 
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anfwercd that this would have Ijcen no difficulty, 
had (he thought proper to fail in her duty. 

In fine, ftiouldyour majefty be plcafed to name 
any perfon to whom this woman may addrefs 
herfclf, you will foon be informed of the whole; 
I therefore entreat your majefty to fend me 
orders how to aA; for (he prefles me for an 
anfwer from your majefty^ and afTures me that 
what (he has to 4i^c<^vcf ^s of grea£ confe* 
quence^ and will not admit of delay. Should 
it happen that all this is only the fumes of 
an Italian brain, which may be over-heated, 
and may have miftaken illufion for truth, as 
may very poffibly bfe, for the woman appeared 
nothing lefs than prudent and calm, I ftill think 
that the trouble taken to know what (he has to 
declare will be fo trifling that it will not be re- 
gretted, even (hould it be difcovercd that fliq i$ 
but a lunatic. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



H 4 Let- 
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LETTER XXXVII, 

From tbt Marquis d^Argens. 

SIRE, Berlin, Oaober xa, X7|9« 

I SHOULD have profited but little had 
I^ after a refidence of twenty years among iho 
cool and fenfible Germans» preferved a Proven-t 
^al imagination. By the memorial which madam 
Tagliazuchi has remitted to me^ your majefty 
will find what* is the fiibjeft in qucftbn> and 
detern^ne accordingly. Had you, fire, niot 
written to me in ejfprefs terms-*^* Let this wo^* 
^' man fay what (he wjU, beware how you.givc^ 
^* credit to her affertions'^^— I fliould have dc-*- 
fired the governor to arred a perfon named Ra^ 
nuzzi, till you (hould have fent orden what wa^ 
further to be done with him» for this man indu- 
bitably appears to me to be a fpy. But I fatif- 
fied myfelf with declaring to madam Tagliazuchi 
that, fhould this man leave Berlin before the ar* 
rival of your majefliy's anfwer, flie (hould be re- 
fponfible ; and (he afllir^ me (he would detain 
hitn. 

J l^ave the honour to be, &c, 

LET. 



LETTER XXXVIIL 
Frpm the King. 

Undated. 

You fee, my dear nurquis, that the fe- 
crets of madam Ta^iazuchi were indeed of a tri* 
fliQg nature, as I bad predifted. I have given 
commands^' however, that this tremendous cor- 
rupter, this knave, fhould be arretted* To 
know my fecrets it were neceflary to corrupt 
memyfeif, which is ho eafy thing ; neither could 
the man give the enemy any intelligence except 
fuch as muft be derived from muddy fources, 
rather proper to daub than brighten. 

I ani here in die fame fituation that I was a 
week ago ; but the enemy means foon to depart 
and is making every preparation for a march. 
This will put an end to my prefent campaign 
againft the Ruffians ; hut I have (till a difficult 
tsJk to perform. I am not well, but that (hall 
not prevent me from faithfully performing my 
duties, while I have any ftrcngth remaining. 

I am ftill at work on Charles XII. My com- 
pofirion will only be a chain of reflections, fuch 
^ require to be written with care and with a mind 
ff, eafe; fo that I proceed but flowly. I (irft 

conceived 
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conceived the idea by finding myfclf precifcly on 
the fpot which Shulenburg has rendered fasnous» 
by his retreat. With my mind inceflantly oc- 
cupied by military thoughts, I found I could 
better fix niy atten;ion on this than on any other 
fubjeft. 

The war ended, I will petition for a place 
among the invalids, for I am reduced to one of 
their nucnber. Should you ever fee me again, 
you will find me much older ; my hairs are grey, 
I lofe ray teeth, and I IhaH no doubt foon be in 
my dotage. We ought not to prefs too much 
upon the fpring, the effort of reGftance of which 
may totally deftroy its elafticity. You know what 
is related of Blaife Pafcal. You yourfelf have 
told me that you had fo much exhauftcd yourfelf 
ip Holland, by writing, that long reft was nectf- 
fary to recover your powers. Your predeceflbr, 
Bayle, experienced the fame thing. I, unwor^y 
as I am to tie your (hoe-ftrings^ though this has 
not yet happened to me, feel my infirmities in- 
creafe, my ftrength decay, and I progreflSvely 
lofe the ardor -which is neceffary for the talk J 
have undertaken. 

A long month is (lUl to come before the cam* 
paign wilbbe ended, and we muft wait to fee what 
winter will bring. In the mean time fend me 
the Rfsvqlutions of Rome and Sweden by the 

abbe 



flbb6 Vcrtot. - Forget not your friends in purga- 
tory, and reft perfuaded of my eftecm and fricnd- 
fcip. 

Adieuj marquis. 



LETTER XXXIX, 
From tbf Marquis J^Argem; 

SIRE, Berlin, O^ob^r 30, 1759, 

AV^HEN I praifc the conduft of your 
majcfty truth diftates my difcourft, nor has the 
courtier any part in wl^at I fay. Permit me 
therefore to repeat that nothing can be more fine 
than your laft march )nto Silefia; and this, 
I am convinced, your very enemies will allow. 

I am much afflifted to hear that you are indif- 
pofed, and, did I dare to requefl a particular fa- 
vour from your majefty, it would be to relieve 
me from the cruel apprehenfions under which I 
}abour, and to fend me news of your health. I 
hope you have only' a cold, which is eaiily 
caught at this feafbn of the year. 

I impatiemJy wait to read your work on 
Charles XII. How can you affirm that your ge- 
plus decays ? The very manner in which you ex- 

prefs 
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prefs yourfelf demoiiftrates it has loft nothing ci« 
ther of its ftrcngth or its charms. If you wifti to 
be believed, you muft determine neither to fpeak 

nor write. 

Your letter I received on Saturday evening, 
and cannot obtain, from the bookfeller Ne- 
aulme, the Revolutions of Rome and Sweden 
before Monday morning. They (hall be fent 
without fail. I think the campaign exceedingly 
tedious, and wifti for the happinefs of throwing 
myfelf at your majefty's feet. I am inconfolablc 
that you did not fuffcr me to go- to Furften* 
walde. 

I hope the winter will bring peace. The 
French have once again been totally defeated in 
theEaft Indies, and have been obliged to aban- 
don Fort St. David, Their moft confiderablc 
places are taken, and their affairs are in as ru- 
inous a ftate in the Eaft as in the Weft Indies. 
This intelligence is certain, for it has been 
brought by three (hips, which have arrived fuc- 
cefliycly at London. Should England pleafe, 
peace is indubitable. . 

Your majefty may fay that the French may 
withdraw themfelves from the alliance, and the 
other powers may continue the war. But who 
will pay the Barbarians ? Who will afford fub- 
fidies to the enemies of Stralfund ? Did ever the 

houfQ 
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houfe of Auftria make war, except with the mo- 
ney of the Dutch and the Englilh ? Should the 
court of Vienna continue the war, the army of 
prince Ferdinand may penetrate to the gates of 
Vienna, having nothing more to fear from the 
French. What pleafui-e will the king of Eng- 
land then take in mortifying a queen who, for- 
getful of all her obligations to him, wifticd to aid 
an army that intended to makea defert of his elec- 
torate, and to favour a defcent on England to the 
deftruftion of his throne and family ! Attempts 
of fuch a nature never are forgotten, whatever 
route policy may take. I have continually been 
free enough to declare to your majcfty that, 
fliould France quit this alliance, which (he will 
. for thirty years regret ever having contraded, 
the remainder of the league will foon be dif- 
folved. 

Your majefty may fee, in the firft letter I had 
the honour to write, relative to madam Taglia- 
zuchi, that 1 regarded that woman as a lunatic, 
as a perfbn of indifferent chara£ber. But it is 
neverthelefs true that the faid Ranuzzi, whom 
you have ordered to be arretted, was a fpy fent 
'by Daun, whbfe intention it was, on leaving Ber« 
lin, to go to your army ; and that madam Ta- 
gliazuchi would have afted very properly had 
(be turned him out of doors the moment (he 

knew 
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LETTER XLL 
Ftim the Marquis d'Argens. 

8 I R E9 Berlin, Odober aS, 1759, 

Your majefty's letter I received this 
Sunday morning, the 28th, and will not fail to 
depart the day after to-morrow, the 30th; I 
(hall arrive at Glogau at the time that you 
will come there. However weak I may be, in 
this wintery weather, I would travel on foot over 
the whole earth to have the pleafure of feeing 
you. I fear left you (hould order yourfelf to be 
carried too foon to Glogau. Should you happen 
to renew your cold, it may prolong your difeafe* 
I am very fenffble you muft be vexed that you 
cannot in perfon finilh the campaign ; but you 
may give your commands for the execution of 
thofe things which you yourfelf would have 
done, had your health permitted* Befide, in a 
fortnight, if you are careful of your health, you 
Vill be able to fupport the motion of a carriage, 
and you may order yourfelf to be taken where- 
ever you pleafe. In fine, there are things which 
are above the (Irength of man, and the beft 
remedy for which is to recolteft that they can- 
not be avoided. 

I You 
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You muft have received the news of the tak- 
ing of Quebec two or three days fince. Thus 
is all North America loft to France ; and the 
Englifli may, this winter, tranfport near ten 
thoufand men to Europe, with more than thirty 
fliips of war, and ftill leave fufficient to take 
Martinico in the month of March. Believe me, 
fire, you will this winter fee the French abandon 
all their allies, and confequently we (hall have 
peace in the fpring, and fhall go to Sans-Souci, 
to fee the gallery , which will be there, and 
which the infpeftor of the pictures, who came 
yefterday from Potfdam, this morning informed 
me will be the fineft he has ever feen, though he 
has lived fix years in Italy. 

I fend your majefty fome verfes, which it is 
faid were affixed, during night, to the gate of 
the palace of Verfailles. 

Bateaux plats h vendre^ 

Soldats ^ loueff 

GenarauK ^ pendre^ 

Miniflres a rouer* 

France! Une femellc 

Fit ioujours ton dejlin ; 

Ton honheur vient d*une puctlkf 

Et ton malheur d^une catin *. 

* Flat-bottomed boats to fell, foldlers to hire, generals to 
hang, minifters to draw and quarter. O France ! It is thy 
fate to be governed by a woman ; thou formerly derivcdil 
happinefs from a maid (of Orleans) , for thy prefeat misfortunes 
thou art indebted to a proftitutc. 

VOL. X. I LET. 



114 POSTHUMOUS WOUKS. 

LETTER XLII. 
F^om the Marquis JtArgens. 

S I R Ef Berlin^ Norcmber 7, 1 759. 

Since the laft letter I had the honour to 
write to your majefty, I have had another fit of 
fever ; but, as it has not returned for thefe two 
days, I hope I am rid of it. I am happy to hear 
your majefty is recovered ; but you muft guard 
yourfelf againil cold. I have no doubt but you 
will bring the campaign to a happy conclufion. 
May it reftore you, in health and content, to 
your fubjeds ! 

My poor philofophy has once more been 
difturbed. Well may it be faid that we ought 
carefully to avoid the company of lunatics. 
Madam Tagliazuchi, of whom I had heard no 
more fince the man was arrefled, has jufl writ- 
ten a letter to me, which 1 fend to your majefly. 
Her impertinence is fo great that, however 
much of the floic I might be, I could not but 
feel it in fome meafure. I know not what the 
iilly woman means to tell me, and am ignorant 
of all the tales and tricks of which (he talks. 
Well might I inform your majefty, in the firfl 
letter I wrote concerning that woman, that her 
brain appeared to me to be difordered. I per- 
fedly perceive what puts her out of temper. 

laiked 



t aiked her, as I likewifc a/ked M. Kircheifcn, 
•* why (he had delayed to inform againft the 
•* man till the court of Vienna had required to 
^* know her name, and to be ferved gratis dur- 
'^ ing three months/' This I believe to be the 
horrible language which (he never can pardon. 
I (hall be obliged to your majefty if you will be 
pleafed to order M. Kcrcheifen to bid this Me- 
gara forget me, and fuffer me to live at peace* 
Why did the njad woman think proper to ad- 
drefs heifelf to me, who, during eighteen years 
that I have had the honour to be in your ma- 
jefty's fervice, have never been involved in 
fuch affairs ? Your majefty will tell me that I 
ought to defpife the difcourfe of fuch a woman : 
this I allow, but it is neverthelefs difagreeable 
that I fhould be obliged, from ftreet intelligence, 
in which I have no concern, to fuffer the moft 
atrocious and grofs abufe. The devout bring 
all their griefs to the foot of the crofs, and I de- 
pofe mine in the bofom of philofophy ; fo that> 
though this woman (hould daily regale me by a 
(imilar epiftle, I will no more trouble your ma* 
jefty with fuch abfurdities. 
I have the honour to be, &c* 
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LETTER XLIIL 
From the King. 

Undated. 

I HAVE caufcd myfclf to be dragged 
hither, my dear marquis; to-morrow I (hall 
join the army, and I flatter myfelf that Daun 
and his Auftrians will not difcover that I have 
the gout. In a week I hope Saxony will be en* 
tirely fwept of enemies, and that all will be 
tranquillity. Should you be well at that timc^ 
and can find any carriage hermetically fealed^ 
you will give me pleafure by joining me at Dref- 
den, where I (hall fix my quarters, and will take 
care to provide you apartments. 

I have fo much to do, at prefent, that it Is 
impoffible for me to interfere in the clamours of 
your mad woman ; wait till the campaign (hall 
be clofed, and we will then £hut her up in what* 
ever lunatic hofpital you pleafe. 

Adieu, dear marquis, I embrace you. 



L E T- 
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LETTER XLIV. 
From the Marquis ^Argens. 

SIRE, Berlin, November 17, 1759. 

I HAVE read your Reflexions on Charles 
XII. with infinite pleafure ; they are perfcAly 
well written, the ftyle is clear and fententious, 
and it has all the good qualities of that df Taci* 
tus without its obfcurity. 

With refpeft to the thoughts, I (hall fatisfy 

myfelf with obferving to your majefty that they 

brought conviftion to my mind by their juft- 

nefs ; that I difcovered great generals alone arc 

able to write on other great generals ; and that 

all the productions of mere authors, relative to 

fuch uncommon men, however good the authors 

may be, will never be any thing but elegant 

phrafeology. Good heaven I How wretched 

did the Hiftory of Charles XII. * appear to mc 

while reading your Refleftions ! Each man (hould 

labour at his vocation. Nothing feems to mc fo 

* By Voltaire, The marquis was wnting to a monarch, 
and hit ftyle refembled that o( moft kingly corrcfpondents. 
The Refleaions of Frederic on Charles XII. are excellent ; but 
to decry the work of Voltaire, fo unjufUy* w^ grofs and con- 
temptible flattery T* - 

1 3 ridiculous 
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ridiculous as for a monk, (hut up in his cell, to 
write a hiftory of the campaigns of marlhals de 
Luxembourg and dc Turenne. Yet how maay 
fuch military hiftories have we, which are the 
compofitions of jefuits, bcnediftines, and fathers 
of the oratory! I (hall not fail, (ire,, to print 
your work with all po(rible attention ; and be 
a(rured there (hall be no errors of the prefs, I 
have a wi(h to take off fifty copies, to fcal up 
thirty in a packet, and to leave them at the caftle, 
in the printipg office, where you will find them 
on the return of peace. The work is admirable, 
and you will hereafter be glad to give fomc 
copies to your generals. I wait your orders on 
the fubjcd. The firft flieet, however, is in the 
hands of the compolitor. I mean to print the 
work in quarto, that it may agree in (ize with 
your other hiftorical works, and with your Poem 
on the Art of War. 

• Doubt not for a moment, (ire, but that I will 
depart for Saxony as foon as you (hall com- 
mand me; if I am ill, the journey wilh cure me; 
and the pleafure of feeing you again, after fo 
fine and glorious a campaign, will reftore mc 
to health. 

I have a favour to requeft of your majefly, 
which is that I may bring the marchioneft 
d'Argens with me, I have three years fuc- 

ceffively 
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ccffively been attacked by a very ferious fit of 
illnefs; this I hope will not happen during the 
prefent year, becaufe of the regimen to which I 
fubjed myfelf. But had not your majefty had 
the goodnefs to fufFer my wife to accompany 
me to Breilau, committed to the care of my fer- 
vants, I (hould have gone and paid my rcfpefts 
to the Eternal Father; and I requeft you would 
be well perfuaded that, without wishing to aft 
the courtier, I (hould be better pleafed to be 
with you, at Sans-Souci, than with him ih his pa- 
radife. Oh Sans-Souci! Sans-Souci! Why 
can I not give my milliary fever to the R— — , 

my diarrhea to the C , and my indigfeftion 

to L *? Could I do fo, thefe three perfons 

would think more of phyfic than of war. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER XLV. 

From the King. 

Wilfdarf. 

1 HE pots and fpoons of the French ap- 
pear to me very pleafant refources to carry on a 

* La R , la C— — , and L j that is, as I conjcc- 

ivrCy the Queen of Hungary, the Czarinai and Louis XV. T. 

I 4 war; 
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war; but this is a trick to dazzle the eyes of 
the public. I am perfuaded the produte will be 
trifling. But as the printed Letters of marOial dc 
BcUcifle proclaim poverty, they have wiftied to 
impofe on their enemies, and to perfuade them 
that the wrought filver of the kingdom will be 
fufHcient to make a vigorous campaign the cn- 
fuing year. Nothing certainly but this pro- 
jeft could induce them to invent the comedy 
they are afting. 

Munfter is taken by the Hanoverians; and it 
is affirmed the French marched on the 25th for 
GeifTen, to proceed to Friedberg, and to repafs 
the Rhine. 

For our parts, we are here, in face of the 
enemy, cantoned in villages ; and the laft trufs 
of ftraw, and the laft morfel of bread, muft de- 
termine which of the two (hall remain in Saxony. 
As the Ayftrians are extremely confined in their 
quarters, and can draw nothing out of Bohemia, 
I flatter myfelf they will be the firft to depart. 
We muft therefore have patience, and wait for 
the clofe of this infernal campaign. I have thii 
year praftifed all my philofophy ; nor has there 
been a day in which I have not been obliged to 
recur to the apathy of Zeno. This I confcfs it 
a very painful trade, when it is obliged to be 
continued. Epicurus is the pliilofophcr of men, 

Zeno 
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Zcno of the gods ; and I am but man. I have for 
thefc four years been in purgatory ; and, (hould 
there be another life, the Eternal Father muft 
give me credit for all I have fuffered in the pre- 
fent. Every rank, every condition, fndure 
crofles and misfortunes; I, therefore, muft beaj: 
my burthen, heavy though it be, like others. 
I fay tomyfelf. — " Thefe things will pafsaway; 
*' like as do our pleafures, our pains, and our 
*^ happy moments/' 

Adieu, dear marquis ; my letters muft appear 
to you very gloomy ; but I folemnly declare I 
cannot write any other. When the mind is dif- 
turbed and chagrined we do not fee the fun 
Ihinc. I embrace you, and with to fee you (oon^ 



LETTER XLVL 

From the Marquis d'Jrgens. 

SIRE, Berlin, November 35, 1759. 

1 HOUGH perfecuted by fortune, your 
own fortitude and abilities place you above her 
caprices. The example of the paft affures me 
of the future ; nor can I for a moment doubt but 
that you have already, in part, repaired the mif- 

fortunc 
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fortune which did not in the leaH: originate with 
yourfclf. When we have afted according to 
the moft determinate rules, we cannot, in any 
profeffion whatever, be anfwerable for accidents; 
and lefs in the trade of war than in any other. 

I can well comprehend how much you muft 
fuffer ; becaufe, be our courage or genius what 
they may, we cannot rife fuperior to humanity* 
But great men like you have always overcome, 
by their conftancy, wha? would have over- 
whelmed common fouls. 

The campaign muft end : froft and fnow will 
reftore tranquillity for fome months ; and I hope 
the fpring will give peace to Europe, when the 
French ftiall have done melting down th^r old 
fpoons, which they fend to the mint to obtain 
money. Do they mean to make war with their 
copper pots and pans ? And is this die coin with 
which they will pay their Ruffian and Swedifb 
fubfidies ? 

Would the Englifli but have fent, laft fum- 
mer, a fleet of fifteen (hips into the Baltic, we 
fliould now have been at peace ; and, if they will 
but fend fuch a fleet early in the fpring, we 
(hall foon fee an end to the war. The pretext 
Ihey make of their trade with Ruflia is ridiculous, 
for the Ruflians would not dare to break with 
them. Where would the Ruflians have found 
6 the 
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the gold and filver with which the Engliih fup- 
ply their mint ? And, fhould the Ruffians hate 
been reftive, not a fingle (hip would have arrived 
at Peteriburg. I have much refpe6l for the 
king of England ; but he leaves the moft com- 
mon opinions in negledt, if he do not perceive 
that his eleftorate will be totally ruined, and 
that within the fpace of fix weeks, (hould you 
unfortunately be overpowered by your enemies, 
I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER XLVIL 
From the King. 

MY DEAR MARQUIS, DccI'SJl|'i759. 

By the edition you have fent me, I can 
perceive you have had the fever, for it is fo in- 
correft that I return it to you correfted. Let 
it be reprinted, and throw the twenty copies 
into the fire. Thefe people are fo ftupid that 
they have entirely changed my meaning, by the 
moft evident blunders. Little Beaufobre might 
very well have paid greater attention. Had the 
Huns and Vifigoths known the art of printing, 
they could not have done worfe. 

You 
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You fpeak to me of the French and their 
lofles, which are fufficiently manifeft, but peace 
does not therefore indubitably follow. My affairs 
are ftill in a bad fituation. Succours are arriving 
to me at prcfent ; but the fnow here is fo deep, ai>d 
the quantity which has fallen fo confiderabl^, 
that it is fcarcely any longer poffible to make the 
troops aft againft the enemy. 

My fituation is, that I am furrounded by diffih 
culty, perplexity, and peril, on all fides* When 
to this I add the treachery of fortune, of which I 
have had fo many proofs during the campaign, I 
dare not confide in her in any of my undertakings. 
Neither dare I truft my own forces. Nothing 
therefore but chance remains, and my only hope 
is in a fuccefl5pn of fecondary caufes. 

When you have concluded your impreffion 
of the work, have the goodnefs to fend me three 
copies. Count Finck will remit them to me, 
and the couriers will not refufe the packets he 
ftall fend. 

Adieu, my dear marquis ; I know not when, 
my adventures will end, nor when I (hall fee 
you again : but I know beyond a doubt that I 
(hall love you ever. 



LET. 
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LETTER XLVIIL 
From the King. 

Undated* 

Your edition, my dear marquis, is no 
better than my campaign ; and, to fpeak with- 
eut prejudice, they neither of them do much ho- 
nour to Germany. Let us each of us correft 
our works, remembering that this is homage 
paid by us to pofterity. 

•i have^anfwpred you before; and, what is ftill 
better, I have returned you the printed copy, 
revifed and correfted after the*originaK 

I more than ever hope the Auftrians will fboci 
take the road to Bohemia ; and that, at length, ia 
a few days we (hall end the moil unfortunate and 
the rudeft campaign I ever in my life made. My 
nephew is advancing with a large detachment to 
my aid, and the enemy is making preparations 
«which denote his approaching retreat. 

I will fay nothing to you of the martyrdom I 
have fufFered, during a long month, nor of all 
the inconveniences with which this dreadful 
fituation has been attended. I am fo weary of 
•complaining of fortune, that this very wearincfs 
induces me to pardon her. 

Endeavour^ my dear marquis, to procure mc 

7 the 
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the Encyclopedic, which I wifli to buy for this 
winter. I will not fay any thing to you con- 
cerning what will become of me during the win- 
ter, bccaufe upon my honour I do not know. 

Adieu, dear marquis ; may health, peace, and 
content be yours. 



LETTER XLIX- 

From the Marquis iPArgins. ^ 

SIRE, Berlin, December 24, 1759. 

A VERY grave perfonage has made hi? 
appearance here, befide whom Daniel, Jeremiah, 
Jofiah, and all the major and minor prophets, 
would be cyphers. The man has for thcfc 
eighteen months been thought mad, becaufe, 
in the year 1758, he predided that in the year 
1 759 you would fufFer great misfortunes. Within 
this fortnight, he has viiited all thofe to whom 
he hac^ announced his predictions, and has thus 
very ferioufly addreffed them : 

" Gentlemen, you have fuppofed me a mad- 
*^ man, becaufe I foretold the truth. The event 
*^ has juftified all my prediftions. Suppofe me 
** a madman once agaia, if fo you think pro- 
" per, for I affure you that the king will very 
*' foon rife fuperior to all his foes ; and that, 

** from 
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'* from this time to the cud of the war, he 
'* will be attended with the moft fortunate fuc- 
« cefs." 

As the difcoiufe of this iingular man has been 
the converfation of the whole city, I was curious 
to enquire fiirther into the affair. M. Gottf- 
kowlki, and other fenfible perfons, who were 
acquainted with him, fay that he really did 
foretel, in 1758, that, in 1759, the Pruffians 
would meet a great reverfe of fortune ; and 
that he had always added, what he has once 
more now repeated, that, in the year 1760, the 
Pruffians would become more fortunate and 
more glorious than they had ever been. 

With refpeft to myfelf, without the gift' of 
prophecy, or the honour of heating my imagi- 
nation, I am well perfuaded you will repair all 
thofe evils which have been occafioned by er- 
rors in which you had no part; and which^ 
humanly fpeaking, you neither could forefec 
nor avoid ; for fecondary caufes are above all 
human prudence. You refemble thofe able 
architeds whoj by the great knowledge which 
they have in their art, can clofe and ftrengthcn 
the apertures which have been made in build- 
ings by unforefeen tempefts, or earthquakes. 

I have fent Les Reflexions, 6fr.* to the prefg 

* RefleaioQS on Charles XIL 

again 
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again ; and I flatter myfelf you will be better 
fatisfied with the next edition than you are with 
the prefent. 

Permit me however, fire, to defend your 
campaign againft yourfelf ; the misfortunes of 
which can never be imputed to you, becaufe 
you were not the caufe of them ; and becauft 
they have happened independent of the precau- 
tions which you had taken. Your glory, fire, 
will not receive the leaft tinge. 

I cannot affirm the fame thing of the edition 
of the Rcfleftions ; not but it is very true that 
the manufcript copy led me into many miftakes. 
Of this I fend fome proofs to your majefty. The 
former manufcript reads. On diftingue ceux*; 
the new correftion reads. On ne fait attention 
qu*a ceua -f-. Another correftion reads, Un vajl 
champ aux remarques % ; in the old manufcript 
the word remarques is effaced. In the correAed 
copy I find, Je crains bien que ee beau pbenix § ; 
the former manufcript reads, Je cross que ct 
pbenix \\ . 

I might fend many .other paflfages to your 

^ Thofe are diftinguifhed. 
^ Attentien is only paid to thofe. 
J A vaft field for obfervation. 
^ I much fear leH this fine phenix. 
' il I belieTe that this phenix. 

majefty 



GORRESPOKDSKCE. I29 

majefty, but this would be only to weary you. 
Bcfide, I muft allow there are two or three mif- 
takes, and, among others, one fufficiently ftu- 
pia^ of which I am guilty ; yet I three times 
correfted it, and thefe curfed printers preferred 
. it in taking off the laft proof. 

I have given orders for a copy of the En- 
cyclopedie from Holland ; for the bookfellers 
only fell this book when they receive orders, 
it being too dear for them to keep it in their 
(hops. I find^ (ire, it is your intention this 
winter to traverfe an immenfe fea of ill- written 
articles ; among which float fome excellent ma- 
thematical differtations, by D'Alembert; and 
fbme metaphyiical balloons^ inflated with wind, 
which, by occafioning the work to be prohibited, 
gave it a degree of reputation which it has al* 
ready lofl:, in every country where no fuch pro- 
hibition has been iflued. The laftarticles which 
Voltaire has inferted in the Vork denote old 
age, and are not much better than his Candide. 
Wit is frequent, but judgment and profound 
thinking are fcarce ; this you will yourfclf per- 
ceive, and judge of better than I can. 

I have the honour to be, S^c. 



voL.ar. K LET. 
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L E T T E R L. 
From the Marquis d^Jrgens* 

SIRE, Berlia, January 8, I7<6« 

I HAVE the honour to wifli your ma- 
jcfty a happy new year, which thall reftorc you 
glorious, fatisfied, and in perfeft health to your 
fubjefts. I return you infinite thanks for the 
marks of bounty which you have deigned to 
beftow upon me, and entreat you to remain 
perfuaded I Ihall preferve the remembrance of 
them to my laft hour. 

I fend your majefty four copies of the new 
edition of Charles XII ; to which I add the 
copy which your majefty returned, correfted, of 
the firft edition, that you may perceive not a 
fingle miftake has been committed in the fe- 
cond. I entreat you would be perfuaded, that 
thofe which were in the firft did not originate 
with me. I was ill of a fever, and was obliged 
to truft the laft proofs to the printer; but I 
have four feveral times revifed the new proofs, 
nor do I think an Elzevir edition could be more 
correft. 

Your verfes on the prophets are charming ; 
but in vain do you complain of fortune, for I 

perceive 
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perceive (he is ftill faithful to you, though fhe 
occafionally pretends to have forfakcn you. 
I own the affair of Maxen i^ vexatious ; but 
recolleft that it happened on the 20th of the 
month, and that on the 21ft of the fame month 
admiral Howe * deftroyed the French fleet, 
the allies took Munfter on the 2 2d, and the 
prince your nephew, on the 25th, beat the duke 
of Wirtemberg. 

I have a thoufand and a thoufand things to 
fay ; but I write in hafte, becaufe I am oppreifed 
by a violent cold, which for a fortnight paft has 
not left me a moment in peace, and which has 
brought on a cough that fometimes makes me 
fpit blood, and even in confiderablc quantities. 
It is faid to be the pleafure and the coilfolation 
of the damned to find companions in their mif- 
fortunes. Were I a fiend, I (hould have much 
confolation in my affliftion ; for the difeafe i% 
epidemical in Berlin, and as common as the 
hooping cough was about two-and-twenty years 
ago. At that time I was a foldier. Why am 
I at prefent nothing better than a miferable 

* Not Howe, but Hawke ; ^nd the adion at Maxen, 
and the battle with Conflans, were both on the 20th. Prince 
Ferdinand fent troops under the hereditary prince againfl 
the duke of Wirtemberg on the 25th, but the atuck did 
not take place till the 28th and the following days. T* 

K 2 burthea 
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burthen on mankind, when I wifli to poflefs t 
hundred lives, that I might facrificc them all in, 
your majefty's fervice ? 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER LL 
From the King. 

MY DEAR MARQyiS, January 15, 1760. 

I THANK you for the trouble which 
you have taken in printing my nonfenfe, for it 
was more than it deferved. You arc too indul- 
gent to the verfes which I fent you. How was 
it poflSble they ftiould be good ? My mind is 
too reftlefs, too much agitated, too* much op- 
preffed, for my fancy to produce any thing paf- 
fable* This gloomy varnifti is fpread over all 
my writings and all my anions. 

Nothing can be more uncertain than peace. 
It is hoped for, and fuppofed poffible, but that 
is all. I can do nothing more than continue 
to wreftle with adverfity ; but I can neither 
bring fortune back to pur fide nor diminifh the 
number of my foes. Thefe things being thus, 
my fituation continues the fame; one more 
misfortune, and all will be over. 

Life 
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Life becomes truly infupportable, when it 
nuft be dragged on amid chagrin and mortal 
afBidion. Ceafing to be a heavenly benefit, it 
is an objeft of horror, refembling the moft cruel 
torments which tyrants inflift upon the wretch- 
ed. You may fooner kill me, my dear mar- 
quis, than induce me to change this opinion* 
You fee objefts in a point of view which foftens 
and enfeebles them ; but, were you only an hour 
here, how would the profpcft change ! 

Adieu ! Do not fatigue your mind with u(e- 
lefs cares ; and, without foreboding the future, 
preferve your tranquillity as pcrfeftly as yoa 
can. You are not a king; you have not a 
kingdom to defend ; you have not to negociate, 
to find expedients for every want, nor to anfwer 
for every event. For my part, finking as I do 
under the load, it is for me fingly to fuffer thefe 
pains. Leave me therefore, my dear marquis^ 
to fuffer without partaking them. I embrace 
youj and aflurc you of my efteem. VaU. 



K 3 L E T- 



134 fOSTHITMOUS WORKS- 

LETTER LIL 

From the King. 

MY DEAR MARQUIS, Undated, 

Yo U will make what ufe you think pro-: 
per of my work. I am fo confounded by the 
misfortune thaft has happened to general Finck, 
that I cannot yet recover from my aftonifliment. 
It has deranged all my plans, and cuts me to 
the very fouL Thefe misfortunes which per- 
fecute my old age have followed me from Bran* 
denburg into Saxony ; I will ftruggle with 
them as long as I am able. 

The (hort hymn which I fent you, addrcfled 
to Fortune, was written too haftily ; we muft 
not fing Te Deum till we firft have conquered, 
I am fo weary of crofs accidentSj, and the dif- 
afters that daily happen, that I a thoufand times; 
wiQi for death, and am more and more tired 
of inhabiting a worn-out body condemned ten 
fuffer. 

I write to you in the firft moment of grief; 
my foul is torn by mingled aftonifliment, cha- 
grin, and indignation. Let us fee what will be 
the end of this execrable campaign, and I will 
then inform you what is to become of me. We 
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win arrange the reft. Pity my fituation, b\it fay 
nothing concerning it, for bad news fpreads fall 
enough of itfelf. 

Adieuj dear marquis. Sluando avrai fine il 
mio tormento * ? 



L< E T T E R UII. 
From the King. 

Undated. 

When I wrote to you laft, I forgot, 
my dear marquis, to deiire you to fend a copy 
of my Charles XII. to my brother Ferdinand, 
and another to general Seidlitz, who is wound- 
ed, and is gdne to Berlin to be cured. This 
fmall mark of attention will, perhaps, give theoi 
pleafure. 

My fituation is not changed in the lead, and 
I continue as much alarmed for the future as 
have hitherto been. Send me the lyes of your 
prophet, and the tales which you happen to hear, 
for my amufement. Would to heaven that the 

♦ Whtnjballmy torments end > T he contents of this 

Letter (hew that it was wn'tten immediatel7 after the 
affair of Maxen ; it confequently ihould have been ioferted 
more early, but I do not exadUy know where. T. 

K 4 talked. 
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talked-of peac€ might foon afFord us more per* 
manent hopes than any we have hitherto had ; 
and that we might fee our pains and labour 
ended by a durable and advantageous treaty. 

Adieu, dear marquis. I embrace you, and 
offer up a thoufand prayers for your happinefs. 



LETTER LIV. 
From the Marquis d'Argens. 

SIRE, Berlin, January 24, 1760, 

I IMMEDIATELY fent the copies to 
prince Ferdinand and to general Seidlitz, ac- 
cording to your commands, nor can I exprefs 
how fenfible his royal highnefs was of your ma- 
jefty's prefent. His health is much better ; and 
his difeafe is only the remains of weak nerves, 
which will be completely re-eftabliflied as foon- 
as the weather fliall be better. 

My prophet, at whom you laugh, continues 
to predia mountains and miracles, for the pre- 
fent' year, I know not whether he be a falfc 
prophet, but I am certain he does not want wit. 
Of thi§ your majefty may judge by two arffwers 
which he has made, within a few days ; the one 
Xo a divine, and the other to a prince. The 

name 
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Bome of the theologian is M. Suflmilch^ a paf- 
tor^ and a rigid Lutheran. 

** You do not underftand either the Greek or 
** the Latin," faid he to my prophet ; " how 
** therefore can you judge of what the Greek 
** Bible contains, from the German tranflation?" 
— -*^ Sir,'* anfwered the Daniel of Berlin, " do. 
** you mean to fay that the German tranflation 
*^ does not give the fenfe of the fcripture ? If fo, 
*' how dare you offer it to Chriftians as contain- 
*« ing the pure word of God ? You either muft 
«' allow that I may underftand the true fenfe of 
^^ the Bible, by reading a tranflation which has 
*^ been approved by all the fynods, or you muft 
*^ confefs that the Lutheran p^ftors univerfally 
^' deceive the people, of whon^ they call them-* 
^' felves the guides." 

I now come to the anfwer given by the pro- 
phet to a prince; that is t© the margrave of 
Schwedt, who afked the man whether it were 
true that he undertook to prophefy. *' I have 
** been fortunate enough," anfwered he, ** to 
^* tell fome truths." — " Go, go," faid the mar- 
grave, ** you are a madman." — " So my wife,**- 
replied the prophet, ^* who is a very filly woman, 
•* eV^y day tells me ; but I pay no attention to 
^* wftat (he fays, becaufe I know the extent of 
^* her underilanding." 

I know 
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I know not whether Daniel, Jeremiah, Haba^ 
cue, and all the prophets coUeftively, could 
have made a more artful anfwer. Your raajefty 
perhaps will tell me that my prophet deferved 
the baftinado ; to this I can fay nothing, except 
that it is poffible for a man to merit the bafti- 
nado by giving an ingenious but an impertinent 
anfwer. 

Your majefty from this will begin to believe 
I am half converted, and that I fliall foon havk 
faith in the ancient prophets, fince I have cre- 
dence in the modern. But I take fomepleafurc 
in informing your majefty that I am ftill a good 
and faithful follower of Epicurus ; not however 
that I can refufe proof pofitive ; and the follow- 
ing faft I have from the mouth of a Lutheran 
minifter, a man of underftanding, and a mem- 
ber of our Academy of Sciences, 

A month before the battle of Cuftrin, my pro- 
phet went to this minifter and told him — " Sir, 
^' I come to inform you that, in thirty days, 
" the king will gain a bloody viftory over the 
" Ruffians ; near fifteen thoufand will be killed, 
** and their bodies will long remain on the field 
** of battle, as food to birds of prey/' — The very 
day this man prcdidled was precifely the day of 
battle. I well know that it was chance which 
verified the prediftions of the man, but we muft 

. ftiH 
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(liU be obliged to own it was a very fingular 
chance, Coul4 I but be afluped that chance 
would be as favourable to me, I would turn pro- 
phet myfelf. This would enrage Voltaire, and 
he would no more venture to laugh at peopU 
V^ho inflame their imaginations. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
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, Frotn the King^ 

Undated. 

It feems to me that your prophet attempts 
to aft the wit. He certainly muft be a great ge- 
nius, who is opening a new career to himftlf ; 
for never, marquis, did Ifaiah, Habacuc, or 
Jeremiah, among the vanquifhed and contrite 
Jews, poflcfs the mania of endeavouring to pafs 
for wits. 

Misfortune infpires fear, and fear fupcrRition j 
I therefore do not wonder that people who an- 
nounce futurity, with all aflurance and effron- 
tery, fliould find others credulous enough to 
have faith in their predidions. One fool al- 
)vays finds another more foolilh for his admirer. 
A I with 



_r 
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] with we could kngh more at our eafe at fuch 
BOBfeafe : but I no longer have any inclination 
to laugh ; I am ftruck by too. many misfortunes^ 
and furrounded by too many difEculties,- amid 
which there are but little hopes I fliould be in 
a merry mood. 

I fend you an ode, which I have written for 
my nephew. The thing extraordinary in it is 
that it is not full of fabulous affertions, but that 
jc is too modeft for the perfon who is the hero 
of the compofition. 

I have had a fweUed face, which has put mc 
to great torments. I have been attacked by 
every fcourge of heaven; yet I continue to 
breathe, and to behold the light of day, which 
i a hundred times have wifhed were to me eter- 
nally extindV. In fine, every man muft fubmit 
to his fate. May yours be a happy deftiny ; and 
inay you not forget the friend who is aftually 
in purgatory, but who loves and will continue 
ever to love you* 

Adieu^ 



LET. 
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LETTER LVI. ^ 

From the Marquis d" Argent. 

SIRE, Bexliii) Febnarf 4* 1769. 

I H A V E five times read your Ode to the 
prince your nephew. The work is truly worthy 
of you, and of the prince. It is the greateft 
eulogium that can be made, and at the fame 
time the moft true. After the moft rigid ex- 
amination, I have only yet been able to difcover 
a fingle line which appeared to me to be rather 
profaic, and is the following: 

Jeputs au molru pre^olr par mes heureax prefages *. 

The line feems a little harfli on the ear ; and 
the words puisy prevciry and frejagesy in fuccef- 
fion, arc not fo harmonious as the remainder 
of this beautiful ode, by which Rouffeau would 
be honoured, and which I once again repeat is 
truly worthy of the hero by whom it has been 
A^ritten, and the hero to whom it is addreffed. 

You laugh at my prophet, but I have fome- 
thing clfe than prophecy now to inform you of. 

One of our academicians, M. Gleditfch, 
maintains that M. de Maupertuis appeared to 

* By happy prcfa|;e I may at lead fbrcfcc. , 

/ him. 
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him, in the academy hall, befide tlic clock, and 
that he faw him for the continuance of almoft a 
quarter of an hour. This has excited an afto- 
ni(hing clamour. Remain incredulous now if 
you can ! With refpeft to myfelf, I have deter- 
mined to order two maffes to be faid for the rc- 
pofe of the prefidcnt's foul, in order that, (hould 
he think proper to aft the part of a goblin, he 
may leave me to ileep in peace, and go to Ge- 
neva, there like an incubus to fit upon, fuck the 
breath of, and torment, the fieur Arouet de Vol* 
taire. 

I ftill am perfuaded, notwithftanding the af- 
flifting accidents of laft year, that you will be 
fortunate in your next campaign ; and, fay 
what you will, you will never be able to con- 
vince me of the contrary, efpecially (hould it be 
true, as is here affirmed, that the Englifh will 
fend a fleet into the Baltic. Fortune, I allow, 
has for fome time feemed to be unfavourable to 
you ; but, without any faith in prophets, or in 
ghofts, I cannot but yield to certain pre-fenti- 
ments which tell me you will be fuccefsful in 
oppofing your adverfaries, and that at lafl: you 
will acquire an entire afcendency over them. 
Previous to the battles of Rofbach and LilTa, I 
wrote the fame thing. The fituation of affairs 
ri^en was very different from what they are at 

prefent ; 
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Jrefcnt ; my fccurity feemed to be ftill more ill 
placedj but was foon juftified by time. 

The prince of Bevern has written a letter to 
me in favour of a French gentleman who lias 
been recommended to him, and with whofe fa- 
mily I am well acquainted. Some years fincc 
I knew the perfon himfelf, when I was in France. 
An affair of honour obliged him to leave the 
kingdom, and to retire to Nice. His family 
having written to me in recommendation of him, 
he came to vifit me at Menton ; • fince which, 
not being able to return to France, he went, at 
the beginning of the war, to Canada, where he 
ferved with diftindion. Finding nothing more 
to do in that country, and not being allowed to 
remain in France, he has determined to enter 
fome foreign fervice. There are three things 
for which I can be anfwerable to your majefty ; 
the firft is that he has much valour, the fecond 
that he poffefles probity, and the third that he 
is of one of the bell families, I will not fay of 
^is province, biu of the whole kingdom. 

With refpedt to common fenfe, that is an 
article for which I will never pledge myfelf in 
favour of a Frenchman, efpecially a native of 
Provence. He underftands Italian well, and 
the German tolerably ; at leaft he can explain. 
Jhimfelf fufficiently to be underftood in the latter 

languagre. 
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language. He wilhcs he might enter a free 
battalion. His age is about thirty-two, and his 
perfon engaging. When he left France, he was 
a lieutenant in the regiment of Champagne ; in 
Canada he was made a captain, and has often 
had the honour to fee men roafted and eaten by 
the favages. Should your majefty think proper 
to give him a lieutenant's commiffion he will be 
well fatisfied ; and, as he is not in any want, he 
will immediately purchafe all neceffary equipage 
for the lieutenant of a firee*battalion« 

I have once more the honour to inform your 
majefty that I will be anfwerable for the birth, 
probity, and bravery of the man I propofc. I 
entreat you to do me the favour to write a word 
in reply, that I may not induce this young man 
to fpend his money to no purpofe. 

I have the honour to be, &c* 



LETTER LVIK 
From the King. 

Undated* 

Yes, my dear marquis, I have committed 

miftakes, and what is worfe fliall again commit. 

AH are not wife who wilh fo to be. We remain 

3 during 



dunng life nearly fuch as we were born. The 
mod vexatious thing, under our prefent circum- 
ftancesj is that every miftake becomes a capital 
fault ; and this lingle idea makes me (hudder. 

Figure to yourfelf the number of our ene- 
xniesj irritated by my refiftancc ; remember their 
pernicious and redoubled eflTorts, and the en- 
raged obftiiiacy with which they wilh to over- 
whelm me. Behold the deftiny of the kingdom 
depending on a hair. Full of fuch ideas^ the 
fine hopes^with which your prophet infpircs you 
vanifh like fmoke, driven by the wind, and 
difperfed in an inllant. 

To relieve myfelf from images fo afflifting 
and glooniy, which would at length render De- 
mocritus himfclf melancholic and hypochon- 
driac, 1 fludy, or write bad poetry. The 
labour, while it lafts, makes me happy ; I for- 
get my prefent fituation, and procure myfelf 
what phyficians call lucid intervals : but, as 
foon as the charm is difpelled, I again fall into 
my mournful reveries; and my difeafe, which 
had only been fufpended, recovers additional 
ftrength. 

Let me tell you, your Iroquois has full powers; 
he may, from this day forward, without the 
charge of homicide, kill as many Auftrians as 
he ftiall pleafe. 

VOL, X. L You 
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You pay mc compliments on my vcrfcs ^ick 
they certainly do not merit. My mind is not fuffi- 
ciently tranquil, nor have I time enough to cor- 
reft them. They are but iketches^ or rather abor« 
tions, which the poetic demon obliges mc to 
bring forth, which you from indulgence make 
welcome, and which appear to you lefs defec- 
tive when you recoUcft the dreadful fitqation in 
which I am. 

Write to me when you have nothing better 
to do ; and do not forget the poor philofopher 
who, perhaps, to expiate his incredulity, is con- 
demned to find his purgatory in this world. 

Adieu, my dear marquis ; peace^ health, and 
content be with you. 



LETTER LVIIL 

Fnm the Marquis jy^Argtns. 

S 1 k £, Berlin, March 7, 1760* 

JMy prophet is far from being filent re* 
fpefting futurity ; he continues to afErm that 
we (hall be as fortunate this year as we were 
unfortunate the laft* He ofFers to be puniflicd 
as an impoftor, and to be imprifoned as a mad- 
man, (hould he be deceived in hi* predictions. 

Without 
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Without the honour of prophecy, I ani, for 
my own part, convinced our affairs will be pro- 
fperoos. You are diffident of fortune, nor can 
I blame you for this ; .(he hai been but little 
favourable to you during the laft campaign* 
But I am encouraged, becaufe I perceive, when 
(he has feemed to have entirely forfaken you, 
(he has fuddcnly furnifhed the means to repair 
the loOTes (he had occafioned» 

We have reafon to fear for the public caufe^ 
when the fatal events which happen origi- 
nate in thofc who are entnifted with the de- 
fence of this public caufe ; but, in all our pafi: 
misfortunes, I can only find individuals to blame, 
and not either the array or the fovereign. The 
battle of Frankfort with the Ruffians would never 
have taken place, had the Pruffian army, when 
it entered Poland, been differently conduded* 
The Pryffian foldiers laid down their arms, and 
furrendered themfelves prifoners at Maxen; 
but it is not the Pruffian foldiers who make ca- 
pitulations, but their commanders. The tenth 
legion would have furrendered themfelves pri- 
foners, had the chiefs of that legion, Cxfar be- 
ing abfent, thought proper to furrender. 

An article of intelligence is afferted at Berlin 
as indubitable truth, which is that you are to 
command the grai^d army againft the Auftrians, 
L % prince 
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prince Henry the army againft the Ruffians, and 
general Fouquet the detached corps. I have not, 
fire, the fecret of heating my imagination, fo as 
to read the myfteries of the gods; but, on this 
fimple difpofition of the forces and armies of 
your majefty, I will lofe my head, if you do 
not rife fuperior to all your enemies. Your 
greateft difficulties, fire, during the courfe of the 
war, have been to repair miftakes in which you 
have had no part; and you are going to employ 
generals who never have been guilty of miftakes. 

All the gazettes affirm that the Englifh will 
fend a fleet into the Baltic. Should they do fo, 
this will be one of the beft things they have 
executed during the war ; and, fliould they be 
pi-evented from adling thus fenfibly by any nar- 
row, wretched views of trade, they will deferve to 
Jofe the efteem tliey have acquired, by the great 
actions they have performed during two years. 

Your majefty has too much complaifance to 
pay the leaft attention to the feeble remarks 
which I have ventured to communicate. The 
alterations you have made appear to me excel- 
lent, and have rendered the Epiftle peculiarly 
corred. The verfes which your majefty hat 
written, during the war, have all the harmony 
iand fvveetnefs of thofe which the mufes diftatd 
in times of the moft profound peace. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

LET- 



COftltSSPONDENCE. 149 

LETTER UX. 

From the Marquis d*Argens. 

SIRE, Berlin, March i5, 1760. 

Were it tme that I addrefs you like a 
courtier, I (hould have been pleafed fo to have 
done, for I then fliould have given occafion to 
the beautiftl, the very heautifuly lines which you 
have done me the honour to fend me. You will 
repeat that I feek to flatter you; and I (hall re- 
ply that I rather choofe to be accufed of flattery 
than fufFer my confcience to reproach me with 
deceit. I take the liberty to fpeak what I think to 
your, majefty, and my tongue is the interpreter 
of my heart. 

You believe you have been guilty of miftakes y 
and I, on the contrary, that you have repaired 
the miftakes of others. The well-judging part 
of the public are now on my fide, and poftcrity 
will hereafter decide whether you or I have rear- 
fon. I am convinced pofterity will admire your 
majefty, and will undertake to defend you 
againft yourfelf. But this is a fubjeft on whicli 
we (hould never end, and which we will one day 
difcufs in peace at Sans-Souci ; a day which per- 
haps will arrive fooner than you hope. How 
L 3 many 



150 *OSTSUMOirs WORKS. 

many unforefecn accidents may happen, that may 
beftow that peace on Europe which is fo neccffa- 
ry to her, and for which (he waits with fo much 
impatience ! 

It is your majefty's commands that I (hould 
write all the nonfenfe I hear. 

Your cook Champion will never make you 
any more ragouts, either too fait or too much 
peppered ; the furgeons have entirely deprived 
him of what the firft man employed for the pro- 
pagation of the human race, and he expired on 
the third day. . It is reported, through the city, 
that the furgeon who performed the operation, 
and who is a kind of madman (his name is Code) 
put what he cut away between two plates, and 
fent it to a wom^n named Le Gras, whom 
Champion kept. This wretched joke has ex- 
cited the babbling of all the women and all the 
devout. 

I have only to add that your majefty will fuf- 
fer very little lofs by the death of Champion. 
Now he is no more I may fpeak freely, without 
fear of injuring him to your majefty. He was a 
man of very indifferent charafter, and behaved 
exceedingly \\l during the time that the French 
and Auftrian officers were at Berlin. He had 
taken them to board, and daily held difcourfe 
in their prefencc fox which he merited to be fent 

to 
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to the whccl-barrow *. His converfation was 
reported to me, and f gave him notice that I 
(hould acquaint the governor with his condud. 
He promifed he would reform, and I believed 
he had kept his word with me ; but I have heardi 
from thofc who told me of his death, that he 
continued his former conduft. Yoft perceive, 
fire, that Heaven has puni(hcd him with more 
feverity. than your judges would have done; 
for they certainly would not have condemned 
him to caftration. Deny Providence hereafter, 
if you can. Such examples are very ftriking, 
and of much greater weight than thofc on which 
divines found fo many bad arguments. 

How well, fire, do you defcribe thofe igno- 
rant fanatics in the charming verfes which you 
have written on the Diftionary of the pretended 
atheifls! 

I have no doubt but the edition of your ma- 
jefty's works has been printed from a copy pur- 
loined from thofe which are at Paris becaufe the 
Dmch edition is but a copy of that which is 
publiihed at Paris. There are feveral copies 
of the Dutch edition at Berlin, and which, as I 
am informed, only contain fomc odes, feveral 
epiftles, and the poem on war. All the poems 
inferted are very beautiful ; and, to fpeak with? 

* To work at the fortificatloDs, a puiuihmcnt conmnon in 
Pruffia. T. 

L4 out 
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out rcferve to your majefty, I am not vexed at 
the theft, I only defpife the thief, fince the book 
will become the delight of all thinking people; 
and will ferve as the elements of good fenfe to 
thofe who wifli to learn to think. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER LX, 
From the King. 

Undated. 

1 OWN to you, my dear marquis, I am ex? 
ceedingly vexed to appear before the public in 
the charafter of a poet, for thefe people are all in 
bad repute ; the leaft unfavourable opinion the 
world has of them is that they are madmen. 
With refpeft to the Atheifts Dictionary, it is 
highly ridiculous. 

I was rather vexed to find that the coUeguc 
beftowed upon us was the knave La Beaumelle. 
This wretch never thought * ; and he is among 
the number of thofe who from weaknefs are the 
difgracc of philofophy; like fugitives whofc 

* The book by which La Beaumelle was firft known waf 
Mes Penfect; or, My Thougbtt. T. 

COW-. 
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cowardice induces them to defert their arms^ 
One of tiie n^oft fuccefsful tricks, among theolo- 
jgian^j is that of confounding libertines with phi- 
Jofophers. The former, who rather yield to the 
impetuous fallies of their temper than to their 
reafon, often fall from one kind of excefs into 
another, and from infidels become bigots. This 
is the triumph of divines ; and the arguments 
they derive from the condud: of fuch men, who 
have not any conduft, furnifh them with their 
bed weapons. 

But I have men very different frorp theolo- 
gians to face ; I muft have recourfe to the moft 
;irtful induftry, and the moft excellent ftratagem, 
jto make head againft thofe political fiends that 
pitilefsly torment me. Thefe ideas abforb every 
other; like as a violent difcafe renders us infen- 
iible to inferior pain. In fine, my dear marquis, 
I am good for nothing, except to fight, finc^ 
jTuch is my unfortunate deftiny. 

Write to me continually, and be perfuaded of 
py friendlhip. Firewel. 



LET. 
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LETTER LXI. 
Fr%m {be King. 

Undated* 

1 HAVE received my printed follrcs, fuch 
as they have been publilhed in France. I have 
discovered many paflages which are not fuitable 
to politics ; thefe I have altered to thp beft of 
my power, and ftiall fend a correftcd volume to 
Neaulme, that he may commit it to the prcfs. I 
beg you will bid the little Beaufobre take care 
that the edition may be correft, otherwifc wo 
may have to begin again eternally. You may 
be cenain that it was an aft of malice to print 
the work, an intent to aggravate RufTia, and 
perhaps the king of England, againfl: me; for 
which rcafon it is exceedingly neceflary the 
edition of Neaulme fliould appear, and bring 
the others into difcredit. 

I am unhappy and old ; and this, my dear 
marquis, is the reafon why they perfecute me. 
God knows what events await me during the 
prcfent year, I fear I (hall refemble the unfor- 
tunate Caffandra in my prophecies; yet who 
could augur well from the defperate fituation in 
which we are, and which cannot but become 

ipnre 
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more defpcrate ? I am fo much out of temper to* 
day that it is impoi&ble I (hould write more* 

Adieu, my dear marquis. 

P. S. I hope to fend the book in quedion away 
to-morrow, wd NeauUne muft be expeditious. 



LETTER LXII. 

From tbt Marquis ^Argens. 

8 I R E> 3erlin» March 2S, 1760^ 

I HAVE received your majefty's letter at 
midnight, and fit down to anfwer it immediately. 
Two (heets of the edition are already printed. 
Finding that Neaulme would never havefinifhed, 
I fent word to Vofs, by M. de Beaufobre, that 
he might begin to print two (heets, on condition 
that, if your majefty did not think proper he 
(hould continue, the lofs (hould be entirely his 
own. The work will be completed in twelve 
days. Four preffes are employed. M. dc 
Beaufobre correds night and day ; for the prin- 
ters work without ceafing. 

I well perceived the neceffity there was of hafte; 

and this occa(ioned me immediately to fend the 

bookfeller's preface, which I have ordered to be 

printed, I have fent away thirty copies of this 

3 pre&cc 



156 POSTHUMOUS works; 

prcfiiceto M. von Kniphaufen, at London; and 
the bookfeller Vofs has expedited more than five 
hundred for that city, and fixty for Petcrfburg, 
by way of Dantzic. Thus we (hall, at leaft 
for a time, prepoflefs the public, and afford 
leifure to make a new edition. This edition 
will be finiftied in twelve days; nor do I think 
that the ?iid pf fairies themfelves could make it 
proceed with greater hafte. It will neverthclefs 
be very correft, becaufe it is much more eafy 
for the printers to work from printed than from 
"manufcript copy. Encumbered as your majefly 
is by fo many other affairs, I entreat you would 
make yourfelf eafy on this fubjeft ; and depend 
on the diligence and zeal of M. de Beaufobre^ 
whofe defire to ferve your majefty is great. 

The formidable Thurot is killed, and his 
whole fquadron taken. Should not the French 
conclude peace at the beginning of this cam- 
paign, they muft certainly be poffeffed by te^ 
legions of Auftrian devils. 

I have the honour to be, &Ci. 



LET. 
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LETTER LXIII. 
From the King* 

Undated. 

This is what may be called a letter; 
here is fomething here to anfwer, and I return 
thanks to your rheumatifm for having procured 
it me. 

You fee all hopes of peace are vaniftied, and 
that our enemies are making the greateft prepa- 
rations. In three weeks, I (hall have two hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand men to encounter. I 
fcarcely have half the number ; fo that it is 
cafy to comprehend that I muft be neceflarily 
ruined on that fide where I am weakeft, and 
where I can afford no oppofition to the num* 
bers that overwhelm me. I have therefore only 
one refource, which is itfelf uncertain. Should 
this fail, I can but wait for what all circum- 
ftances forebode, and which the plaineft reafon- 
ing proves. 

I am regularly bewildered three or four times 
each day, and exhauft my brain in fearch of 
expedients that never can be effoftual. The 
French I believe are under the power of witch- 
craft, and nothing can be done with them. I 
4 can 
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can prcfagc no good from their condud, which 
is weak, pitiable, and unworthy of a great 
monarchy. 

The Englifti fleets will immediately put to 
fea. Martinico, Montreal, and perhaps Pondi- 
cherry, will be the places which they will attack; 
and the French will learn how much mifchief 
is done them by the * * * who govern them* 
I fend you a (hort letter to La Pompadour ♦, 
which I wrote laft year, and which threw her 
into defpair. 

Never certainly was my exiftencc, or that of 
the flate, in fuch great danger as at prefent; 
and you are too well acquainted with my man* 
ner of thinking to flatter yourfelf that I will 
furvive my nation, or endure all the opprobrium 
and indignity to which I fliall be ezpofed, on 
the part of my enemies. 

I have feen the lift of the piftures, with which 
I for a moment amufed myfelf ; but, in order 
to complete the coUedtion, a beautiful Corregio, 
another fine pidure by Giulio Romano, and an 
Italian Giordano, are neceflary. 

But whither do my thoughts wander ? I know 

* The king continuallj called this lady La Pfmfadonir^ ui 
contempt. T* 

not 
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not what misfortunes are now awaiting me, yec 
do I declaim on pidtures and coUedtions. Time 
which flies, Marquis, difgufts us with our moil 
pleaiing trifles ; and affairs are in fo hazardous 
a iicuation diat we are no longer allowed to 
think on them ; unlefs indeed fome favourable 
accident ftiould emit a ray of funftiinc, to cn- 
iighten the darknefs in which we ftray. 

Have no fears for your fervice *• A motto 
taken from Ariftotle is affixed to it — ** Doubt 
is the firft ftep tpward wifdom." I flatter my- 
felf you will not difapprove the maxim. I believe 
the work will be finiihed in a fortnight, whea 
it will be immediately fent you« 

Adieu, my dear marquis; when time (hall 
come, let mafles be faid for my foul. I really 
im^ine myfeif with my eyes open in purga- 
tory. 



LETTER LXIV. 

From the King* 
MY DEAR MARQUIS, Undated. 

I HAVE a little commiflionto fend you. 
Gottfkowflty, as you know, has ftiU fome fine 

♦ Of chiaa, I imagine. T. 

' pictures. 



piftuj'es, which he dcfigris for me. Let md 
rcqueft you to learn the price, and alk hin\ 
whether he have the Corregio which he has pro- 
mifed me. It is a mere matter of curiofity. I 
know not cither what 'will become of me or 
what will be the fate of the campaign, which 1 
think to be fo hazardous; yet, madman as I 
am, I concern myfelf with piftures. Such is 
man ; he has intervals of reafon and intervals 
of lunacy ; you, who are indulgence itfclf, will 
have compaflSon on my weaknefs. 

What you will write to me will at lead afford 
me amufemcnt ; and, for the moment, fill my 
mind with ideas of Sans-Souci, and my gallery 
of plftures. I will own to you that, in reality, 
fuch thoughts are more agreeable than thofe 
which fpring from carnage, murder, and all the 
wretchednefs which cannot but be forefeen, and 
which would make Hercules himfelf tremble. 
The quarter of an hour of Rabelais will foon 
flrike ; and we (hall then only talk of cutting 
each others throats, and of marching and coun- 
ter-marching, from one end of Germany to the 
other, in fearch, perhaps, of new misfortunes. • 

I have written a fliort pamphlet, which is 
publifhed at Berlin. It is the relation of the 
journey of a Chincfe emiflary. The defign of 
the work is a lide blow at the Pope, who con- 

fccrates 
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fecrates the fwords of my enemies, and who 
affords a place of refuge to regicide monks« I 
think it will amufe you. I am the only man 
who have dared to raife my voice, and to let 
the cries of infulted reafon be heard in oppofition 
to the fcandalous conduft of this pontiff of BaaL 
The work is neither long nor tirefome, but will 
make you laugh. The fole means of giving 
pain to our enemies, in the prefent age, is to 
load them with ridicule. You will judge how 
far I have been fuccefsful. 

Adieu, my dear marquis. Your letters are 
to me a kind of confolation, like that adminif- 
tered to Elijah by the appearance of the ravens, 
that came to feed him in the defert; or the 
cooling fpring to the flag exhaufled with thirft ; 
or like the apparition of Anchifcs to Eneas, 
when he firft perceived him in hell. Do not, 
therefore, deprive me of my only enjo)m3ent, 
amid fo many caufes of difpleafure ; and be cer- 
uin of the fiiendfhip which I (hall all my life 
prefcrve for you. 

Adieu, 
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Letter lxv. 

From the Marquis d'Argens. 

S t R E, Berlin, April 9, ly&ti 

I HAVE the honour to fend the new edi- 
tion to your majefty. I had promifed you it 
would be complete on the twelfth, and it was 
finilhed on the ninth, of the monih. The fpeed 
and corredtnefs of this edition arc wholly due 
to the zeal of M. de Beaufobre ; I have only 
been the admirer of the care and labour he has 
exerted with the printers, efpecially to induce 
them to work during the Eafter holidays. 

If we had done the bufmefs with Neaulme, 
the edition would have been begun, but God 
knows when it would have been completed. Be- 
lide, this edition will be a certain profit of at lead 
twenty-five hundred crowns. And why fliould 
not this be rather gained by a citizen of Berlin 
than by a foreigner ? Really, fire, the people 
of Berlin are good folks. I have feen them, in 
the mod difaftrous moments, a hundred times 
more concerned for your majefty than for their 
own affairs. Adions render men famous ac- 
cording to the theatre on which they are fta* 
tioncd by fortune ; and after the battle of Frank- 
fort 
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fort I met with twenty, nay, perhaps a hundred, 
citizens fuperior to all the Romans, whom Livy 
has immortalized for their fortitude, and zeal 
in behalf of their country. 

I have executed the corhmiffion which your 
hiajefty gave me refpefting the piftures of M, 
Gottfkowfky. He has within three years made 
the moft fupcrb colleAion of the works of 
Carlo Maratti, Ciro-Ferri, Titian, &c. He 
has a pifture by Corregio, and an admirable 
Ticiam But all I have mentioned is nothing 
tothpared to one of the paintings of Raphael^ 
which he purchaf<fd at Rome. The fubjedt 
is exceedingly pleafing. It is L-ot and his two 
daughters making him drunk. The drapery 
does but half conceal their bodies ; and the co- 
louring equals that of Corregio, while the draw- 
ing is in the grand ftyle of Raphael. I own 1 
have never feen any thing comparable in beauty ; 
iand it appears to me preferable to the holy 
faniily of Raphael, which is the principal pifturc 
in the colleclion of the king of France. 

You will find, fire, wiien you have the good 
fortune to return, happy and contented, to your 
city and your people, that I have not bellowed 
too high praife on this painting. I forgot to 
inform your majefty that it is nearly of the fame 
fizc V. ith the Lcda of Corregio. 

M 2 With 
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With rcfpca to the price of the piftures, o( 
this I can give no information to your majefty ; 
and M. Gottfkowiki faid it was neceffary you 
(hould firft fee the paintings. In this I think 
he is right ; for the painting which might appear 
to you cheap, you would think very dear, Ihould 
it not pleafe you on infpeftion; and another 
might feem to you too highly rated, the price 
of which, after having feen, you might not think 
extravagant. I have farther judged of his 
prices from feveral piftures, the price of which 
I afked, and which did not appear to me to be 
exorbitant. Having feen them yourfelf, you 
will make fuch abatements as you think proper. 
M. Gottfkowiki will carefully keep all the pic- 
tures he has coUefted, and will not fell one of 
Uiem, till your majefty has firft chofen fuch as 
pleafe you. 

I am exceedingly well fatisfied with the man- 
ner in which he fpoke to me on that fubjeft. 
He is an excellent man, truly attached to your 
majefty, and one of our good citizens of Berlin. 

Should your majefty wifti me fo to do, I will 
go to Sans-Souci, for a day,, and will fend you 
an exaft ani circumftantial account of the gal- 
lery of pidurcs, and of the garden. 

In dcfpite of all your foes, I fee the time will 
fgon come when your pains and troubles will be 

wholly 
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wholly at an end. The more I examine the 
date of the French affairs, the more am I con- 
vinced chat they will make peace in lefs than 
two months ; and, if your majefty will permit 
me, I will bet fix of my fineft engravings, 
againft fix others of your majefty's, that before 
midfummer the French will have concluded 
peace. Perhaps your majefty will fay, I place 
no great dependance on my wager, fince I riik 
nothing more than fix (heets of paper; to which 
I have the honour to anfwer that, in my opi- 
nion, a good engraving is no joke ; and that I 
(hould wi(h the French at the devil, eternally, 
were they to make me lofe my wager ; nay that 
they (hould become greater lunatics, and more 
beggarly, than they daily do become ; and that 
they (hould be worfe beaten than they were at 
Rofbach and at Minden, (hould they play mc 
any fuch trick. ^ 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

P. S. When the corredion of the line in the 
Epiftle to Mar(hal Keith came to hand, the edi- 
tion was printed ; but I will cancel the page. 
In the copy which I fend you, and in thofe 
which are almoft bound, the paiTage (lands as 
1 had correded it, 

M 3 LET/ 
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LETTER LXVI. 

From the King. 

Undated. 

J HAVE proofs of your ufual indulgence, 
marquis, in the judgment you pafs on my Let- 
ters ; they arc good for the moment, and fimi- 
lar to many other temporary works, the dura- 
tion of which does not extend beyond the day 
of birth. 

With refpe<9: to the Poefies TXiverJes^ they muft 
be committed to the good pleafure of the prin- 
ter. Should ever a peace be concluded, I pro- 
mife you to think more fcrioufly on the matter. 

I have read the Laft Sickncfs and Death of 
Father Benier, which is pleafantly written ; nor 
^are the Jefuits ill drefled; but compare" this 
piece with acertain Letter to Father Tournemine 
and you will fee what contradidions in opinion! 
The one is a panegyric and the other a fatire on 
the fofciety. I wifli great writers had better me- 
mories, that they might never forget what they 
themfelves have previoufly publiflied. Poets, 
however, do not pay fuch ftriA attention ; and 
the fleeting winds bear away their words, and 
often their thoughts, 

Nego- 
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Negotiations for peace refemble a fire newly 
lighted^ which fometimes appears to have gone 
out, and at others emits reviving flafhes. Wc 
muft wait and fee what will be the refult. Phi- 
lofophy and experience have fubdued my natu- 
ral vivacity ; and have taught me to attend with 
patience^ and^ as a Chriflian would add, with: res- 
ignation, for the offspring of futurity. 

We have no engravings in the country where 
J am at prefent ; nor can I bet any thing againft 
yours except filksy and the iron which is here 
dug out of the mines, This would be a wager 
worthy of Fharafmanes^ and is all I can do for 
you. Have the goodnefs to defire Gottikowiky 
to fend me the catalogue of his piftures, which 
will afford me fome amufement during the fits 
of inflammatory fever with which we (hall foon 
be feized. 

I'fliall fend you no verfes, at prefent, but 
(hall referve a whole bundle for the firft oppor- 
tunity. The demon of poetry is certainly an 
outrageous fiend, for he torments me in every 
poilible ficuation, and aflails me let me be where 
I Will. If you happen to be acquainted with 
any txorcift, fend him to me, that he may de-* 
liver me from this malignant fpirit. 

Adieu, my dear marquis. I recommend both 

you and myfelf to the proteAion of his moft fa^ 

M 4 cre4 
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cred majefty^ Chance. May he give you hap-* 
pinefs^ tranquillity, and healthy and fo may I 
find you, (hould this fame Chance permit my 
wandering fates once more to reftore me to the 
penates of Sans-Souci ! 



LETTER LXVIL 

From the Marquis d^Argens. 

SIRE, BcrKn, May 4, 17601 

1 H E letter your majefty has done me the 
favour to write, has produced joy the moft fen- 
fible in my heart, and I wait that happy moment 
of which you fpeak with the utmoft impatience. 
I have ever been perfuaded that you would fi- 
nally deftroy all the projefts of your enemies ; 
and, when affairs have aflumed the moft cloudy 
afpeft, I never once doubted but the fun would 
/ foon again break forth, diflipate the gloom, and 
' reftore to Pruffia and Brandenburg that glory 
and tranquillity which they have ever enjoyed, 
• uniier your reign, previous to the prefent war, 
which ill faith firft excited, and in which folly 
blindly perfifts. 

For what can we call the lunatic obflinacy of 
the French but folly ? Although the crazy con- 

vulfions 
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vulfions of St. Paris are again becoming fafliion* 
able, in the metropolis of France, ftill does not 
that city contain the greateft madmen in the 
, kingdom; they mud be fought for at Verfailles, 
and in the councils of the court. How great 
will be the pleafure, hereafter, to fee fuch ex- 
travagant lunatics as much mortified as they de- 
ferve to be ! I know not whether it would give 
me greater fatisfaftion to fee French folly cor- 
refted, or Auftrian pride abafhed; for God 
himfelf cQuld not annihilate them; he cannot 
change the effence of things, and vanity is the 
very nature of this people ; a modeft Auftrian 
is an impoflibility, as much as is matter without 
cxtenfion. Were your majefty ro read all the 
filly things which the court of Vienna inferts in 
various gazettes, be your indignation as great 
as it would, you could not fometimes forbear 
laughing. I freely confefs I wifh to know what 
they will fay, when that which your majefty has 
done me the favour to mention Uiall be pub- 
liflied. 

I (hall give the plates into the pofleffion of 
Vofs. This man muft regard you as the an- 
cients regarded their Jupiter Hofpitalis. He 
was a twofold god ; firft the univerfal deity, and 
fecondly a houfehold god. You confer on 
Vofs the fame good which, as king, you confer 

on 
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on all your fubjcds ; and as an author you load 
his houfe with money. A Pagan bookfeller 
would have placed you among his penates, and 
a Catholic bookfeller would revere you as his 
faint. But what can a Lutheran bookfeller do ? 
J4c has nothing but gratitude to offer you ; and 
>vith this the heart of Vofs is full. He every 
where proclaims how much he is indebted tq 
you. You certainly haye made him a lord. 
Within a week he is become one of the mod 
wealthy citizens of Berlin. You tell me, firc,« 
of the caprice of fortune, of which here is a very 
ftriking example. You knew not there was fuch 
a man as Vofs on earth ; nor did you hear of 
fuch an accident, till he had firft been enriched 
by yourfelf. 

I have read your majefty*s verfes with infinite 
pleafure. You refemble Horace in his Amorous 
Odes, and Virgil in his Bucolics, as far as the 
middle of the poem; after which my Virgil pro- 
ceeds to depid all the fury of war, as in the 
Eneid, The Whole poem is exceedingly cor- 
rect ; nor docs eafe of expreffion diminilh either 
the juftnefs of the thoughts or the precifion of 
the ftyle. 

Your majclly is too good, to think of beftow- 
ing porcelain upon me. Occupied as you are 

by 
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by affairs fo important, hovy can you have fp 
much complaifancc as to recolleft things that 
Jiavc fo little connexion with the great objefts by 
which you muft naturally be aifefted ? Bur, 
iince your majefty has done me the favour to in- 
form me that you pan fend mefome without the 
leaft inconvenience to yourfelf, I wil( take the 
liberty to fay that I purchafed coffee cups, tea 
fets, &c. at the f^e of Schimmelmann in Ham- 
burg; fliould your majefty, therefore, think pro- 
per to fend me fome plates and diQies, I fliall 
carefully preferye them; and my happinefs will 
be complete, if, when peace (hall be made, 
I may be allowed, in a houfe which I (hall fur- 
nifh tolerably well, to ufe them by giving your 
majefty a philofophic repaft. Should you deign 
to grant me this favour, I then (hall exclaim, 
like the high prieft Simeon, '* Lord, now letteft 
•* thou thy fervant depart in peace, for mine 
f ' eyes have beheld thy falvation/' 
I have the honour to be, &c. 



LET. 
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LETTER LXVIII. 
Frcm the Marqm SArgins. 

8 I R E» Berlin, May i8, i76ot 

Your majcfty would fooner make mc 
believe in the real prefence, tranfubftantiation, 
and all apoftolic and catholic myfteries, than per- 
fuade mc we have fo much to fear as you fay. 
Far from being alarmed for ♦ * ♦, I am now 
gilding all my pifture frames, and purchafing 
glaffes and marble tables ; and that not, cer- 
tainly, with the fuppofition of bearing fuch fur- 
niture to Delos, or to Naxus, but to embellifh 
my apartments at Potfdam. 

I proteft, with the moft fcrupulous truth, that 
my fole fear is the rifk which you perfonally run, 
from the dangers to which you expofe yourfelf ; 
and this, indeed, fometimes occafions me to 
think of Greece. In other refpeds, I am not in 
the leaft difturbed concerning the war, being 
well convinced it will end happily to you and 
your fubjeds, (hould you only be careful of your- 
felf, on whom the (lability of the date is founded. 

Your majcfty alFurcs me the French will not 
make peace ; and I confent to lofe every thing 
J poflefs in the world if they do not, on the firft 

check 
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check they (hall meet with, forfake their allies. 
That they (hould begin the campaign is no mif- 
6>rtune to us, becaufe they will but fuffer new and 
heavy loffesj and all the conquefts of the Eng- 
lifli are fo many pledges that they muft be an- 
fwerable for the loffcs which we may fuflFer. 

Your majefty informs me that in three weeks 
you will have two hundred and twenty thoufand 
men to oppofe, not having yourfelf more than 
half the number. To this permit me to an- 
fwer, that you here fpeak like thofe people who 
afFedt to be fuppofed lefs wealthy than they 
really are. Every body affirms you have a 
hundred and fifty thoufand men in the field, 
which I can readily believe, I have read in the 
writings of Turenne and of marlhal Saxe, and, 
what I think ftill greater authority, I have heard 
your majefty affirm, that an army of fifty thou- 
fand men is fufficient to make head againft ano- 
ther of eighty thoufand, a part of which only can 
at any time be emplo;ad on the day of battle ; 
and which would become burthenfome, during 
the whole campaign, from the difficulty of find- 
ing fubfiftence. 

The gazettes all affirm that prince Ferdinand 
will have near a hundred and fifteen thoufand 
men, and that he is foon to detach a confider- 
able corps to oppofe the army of the Empire. 

If 



i74 >osTHt7iAous works* 

tf this be fo, as frdrri all the pipers it appears i6 
be, you will be rid of an cmbarraflment whicH 
has hithertd occafioned ydu much pain and 
many cares. 

After having reflefted oil the refource which 
you hint at in your letter, I perceive that it can- 
not relate to Italy, and I have no doubt but that 
you mean the Turks. It would be moft admira- 
ble Ihould they declare war; but the conduft 
which they have hitherto obferved, and the hap- 
py opportunities which they have loft, lead me to 
fear that they will continue to aft with equal 
folly- 

Not but a fudden revolution may take place^ 
in a country where revolutions are fo frequent; 
in which cafe I very well perceive that our fitu- 
ation would become moft fortunate* I do not 
think, however, (hould no fuch event happen^ 
that we are in danger of f hat reverfe of fortune 
which your majefty prefents to my view. 

I have committed all tlie plates to the care of 
M. Vofs ; they were in a cheft with the other* 
which your majefty has caufed to be engraved. 
I fend the lift of thefe plates to your majefty* 
which Mrs. Schmidt gave me, as my difcharge^ 
when (he remitted them to me. Your majefty 
will fee what plates are ftill remaining in the 
cheft, and I entreat you will fend me your orders 

that 
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that I may know to whom they ought to be 
delivered. 

Your majefty is no doubt informed that the 
fecond volume of your worlcs4ias been printed in 
France and at Frankfort, which contains the Epif- 
ties and the Letters to Voltaire. Sufpicion ought 
not to be encouraged without great prejudice*; 
but, when 1 recolleft your majefty gave this vo- 
lume to no perfon, I think in my own defpite of 
Voltaire and D' Arget. If neither of thefe peo- 
ple have fent the work to the prefs, it muft have 
been publiflied by the devil himfelf, to puni(h 
you for difbelieving his exiftence, I have run 
through that which has been fent to M. de Catt, 
that it might be remitted to you. There arc 
fevcral errors of the prefs, but the pieces it con- 
tains appear to me to be charming. The Let- 
jers to Voltaire are admirable, and full of imagi- 
nation, and new thoughts. I laughed heartily 
to fee you promife a book in proof of the Chrif- 
tian religion, when Bruhl ftiould write commen- 
taries on the campaigns of marflial Turenne. 

I have many more things to fay to your ma- 
jefty, but it is now two o'clock in the morning. 

* // ne faut pas former des foup^ons fans de grands prejugh* 
I quote the author's words to juilify the tranflation, bccaufe 
I do not undcrftand the rcafon of the afTertion. He probably 
W'^od'-^^wtthout good caufe^ T. 

I It 
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It IS full fixteen hours fince I had fight of my 
bed, and I am going in fearch of it, for I rofc 
at ten o'clock in the morning. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER LXIX- 
lyom the King. 

MY DEAR MARQUIS, Undated. 

1 HERE is much difference bet^'een the 
art of logic and the art of conjefture. The ar- 
guments of mathematicians are rigorous and ex- 
a6t, becaufe they relate to the poffible or palpa* 
blc objefts of nature ; but, when it is required 
to argue from combining circumftances, the lead 
ignorance of uncertain and obfcure fa£ts breaks 
the chain, and we are deceived every moment. 
This is no defedt of a juft underftanding, but 
error arifing from ideas that wear the face of truth, 
and becaufe men's opinions change ; hence it is 
impoffible to imagine all the whims which their 
fancies may conceive. 

It is for this reafon, my dear marquis, that yoa 
are deceived in your judgment concerning the 
French. They will not make peace till their 
misfortunes (hall be incapable of increafe. la. 
5 • like 
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like manner you deceive yourfelf relative id 
another nation; becaufe you aire ho necromati- 
iter, and confeqiiently it is impoffible for you td 
reprefent things to yourfelf as thdy are. 

You are equally iriiftaken refpefting my 
irmy; faor Is your mind giiiUy of any of the er- 
rors which I have recited; but ydur reafoning, 
on other occafions confiftent, refts on falfe prin- 
ciples. I certainly hive faid that the general 
who uiiderftodd his aft, having fifty thoufand 
tnen, might make head againft eighty thoufand ; 
but I never faid that, with fifty thoufand men^ 
he could make head againft a hundred and 
twenty thoufand ; for, provided the general who 
(hould command the fuperior army were not an 
automaton, he woiild diftreft his eneniy by de« 
tachments, and would foon entirely crufli him. 

For me, my dear rfiarquis, condemned by 
my unfortunate ftars to philofophizfe dn future 
contingencies and on probabilities, I employ my 
whole attention to examine the principle oil 
-which my argument muft reft, and to procure all 
poflible information on this .point- Deprived of 
fuch precaution, the edifice I eredt, wanting a 
bafis, would fall like a houfe of cards. I am glad to 
undei-ftand that you, philofopher as you are, from 
your own fmall experience, are convinced of the 
difficulty of-finding our road in darknefs fo great, 
vol. X. N 
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when there is not fo much as z beacon^ nor evetf 
an ignis -fatuus, to guide us on our way. For 
thefe reafons, politicians and warriors ihould be 
cenfured with indulgence. It muft be allowed 
that a fingle article of falfe intelligence, or a mo- 
tion o( the enemy unknown to the general^ 
might lead him to commit numerous errors; and 
that there are cafes in which his ignorance is in- 
vincible. The fiiuation of the politician is ex- 
aaly the fairie j the wliim of the monarch, fomc 
court intrigue, or the death of a creature dearly 
purchafed, unhinges his whole fyftem; and, in 
defj^e of all his precaution, he never can pre* 
vent fortune from exercifing her full power. 

Forgive me thefe refledions, which may fervc 
as my apology, and convince you that I am not 
at leafl the immediate caufe of all the follies I 
have committed. If you will but draw a faith- 
ful picture of my fituation, you will, at the firll 
glance, difcover the caufes of the great per- 
plexity in which I am ; and will be obliged to 
allow that human prudence is infufficient to un- 
ravel them all. 

You muft give the bookfeller only thofe en- 
gravings which relate to the Poefies Droerjes, and 
let Schmidt keep the others . 

I congratulate you, my dear marquis, on your 
fine furniture : they are hai-d at work on your 

chinaj 
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china, with which I flatter myfclf you will be 
well fatisfied^ I hope it will be finifhed in t 
fortnight ; and it (hall be lent away immediately, 
fliouM I ftill remain here. 

Adieu, my dear marquis ; ruminate in tran- 
quillity at* Berlin, and give thanks to ^our 
lucky ftar, that it docs not oblige you to philo- 
fophize on future contingencies, and the caprices 
of man. 

I am your faithful friend. Fale. 



LETTER LXX. , 

From the Marquis ^Argens. 

SIRE) Berlin, May 27, 1760. 

Your, letter abounds in uAderftanding 
iand wifdom ; but, however confiftent your dif- 
courfe may be, I am not convinced ; I (lill am 
perfuaded that at length affairs will be much 
better than you fuppofe them to be. 

He who at Rofbach faw the French hum- 
bled, and who vanquifhed at Liffa his moft 
haughty foe, may well efcape the fnares of 
Daun. Accidents I fear, but other fears I have 
*ione. 

N z I have 
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I have read the Lctterof madame de Pompadour 
to the queen, which is a mod ingenious, and, at 
the fame time, a mod cutting fatire. I am not 
aftoniflied that it (hould throw a proud woman 
into defpair ; but after this I am not, however, 
furprifed that, from the influence of La Pom- 
padour, the French (hould continue the war, 
notwithftanding the need they have of peace. 
This woman, deftitute of feeling, and deprived 
of love for her country, would trouble herfelf 
little though France fliould lofc the Eaft Indies 
and North Amerifca, could (he but fuccefsfully 
avenge herfelf. 

Your Cfiinefe Letters have raifed an afto* 
nifhing clamour; the devout of all religions arc 
united in their exclamations againfl them. Men of 
wit laugh, and think them charming ; but men 
of wit have very little influence over the mul- 
titude, who are governed by fools. The Auftri- 
ans have given extrafts from the work in fevc- 
ral gazettes, as if it were a hundred times more 
dangerous than the works of Spinofa or Collins. 
The authors of thefe extrafts do not name you ; 
but they take care to make the author, whom 
th^ wifli to injure, known. I have the honour 
to inform your majefty that it is indeed fcarcely 
poffible for you to remain concealed whenever 
you write any work ; your ftyle, and efpecialljr 

acer- 
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a certain original turn, continually betray you, 
be you as careful as you pleafe in your difguifc. 
Thus, for example, you never mentioned the 
Funeral Oration to. me ; yet fcarcely had I read 
twenty lines before I difcovered your majefty 
And, had yon not informed me that you wrote 
the Letter from La Pompadour to the queen, 
do you fuppofe I fhould not have perceived you 
were the author, when I (hould have read this 
^ and the following paffage ? 
* *^ You will not remain the lefs apoftolic, 
*^ madani; for, not to hide any thing from you, 
*^ the apoftles, your predeceflbrs, took the lifters 
*^ with them; and to fuppofe that they only 
^^ took them to pray together, would be rather 
f^ too good-natured/' 

I know Voltaire does not write againft the 
queen, and La Pompadour; and, if Voltaire 
have not faid this, who is the author who pof- 
feffes fufficient imagination, and is, at the fame 
time, fufficienily daring thus to write, if we ex- 
cept the philofopher of Sans-Souci ? The fol- 
lowing is the other charafteriftic paffage I men- 
tioned. 

" They go ftill farther at Rome, where the 

^^ common, father of the faithful, in his indul- 

^ gence, even authorifes licentious places ; and, 

^< provided they do but pay, he is fatisfied, 

N5 '^This 
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'^ This kind father takes compalfion on his 
'^ weak children^ and turns fuch peccadillos 
*' into good^ by the money which he gains for 
** the church. The world has ever been the 
*^ fame ; pleafurc is neccflary to it, and freedom 
*^ in its plcafures/' 

Permit me here, fire, to make the refleftions 
of an author who ftiould endeavour to difcover 
the perfon who had written a work that con- 
tained thefe two paflagcs. He would firft-fay 
to himfelf— " A -proteftant author, would not 
^' laugh at the apoiUes ; and a catholic author 
*' would not turn the Pope to ridicule ; it muft 
" therefore be an author without religion* The 
'* work is/ull of wit and fancy, like thofe writ- 
*' ten by Voltaire and the philofopher of Sans-. 
^^ Souci. That Voltaire has not written it we 
** know; we have therefore every proof that the 
<* other has : irreligion, wit, imagination, ftyle, 
*^ and bold thoughts, all render the conjefturc 
" evident.*' 

I but repeat thefe things to your majeftyj^ 
to Ihew you the neceffity there is that you Ihould 
not write, when you have any reafon to wifti 
not to be known. There are but two means 
which you can employ for this purpofe. Thfi 
firft would be to affeft a heavy ftyle, which re- 
medy would be worfe than the difeafe; and thfi 

fecon^ 
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feco/id would be to write in the language of bi- 
gotry. But your ftncy would betray you in 
your own dcfpite; you muft therefore refolve 
either to write no mOre> or to be immediately 
known^ to readers who have any difcemment, 

I ,t;hank your majefty for the porcelain^ t« 
contain which I have had a good prefs made^ 
witli glafs doors. Let not your majefty, how- 
ever, imagine that I give myfelf the airs of a pe- 
tit maitrej or a great lord ; when I fpeak of glafs , 
doors, I only mean fquares of glafs, that coft 
eight gros each. They are very white and 
fmooth, and this is all that is neceflary for a 
man of letters. A philpfopher ought equally to 
avoid the pomp of Seneca, and the ruftic fimpli- 
city of Crates and Diogenes. Epicurus had a 
town-houfe and country-houfe,' but they were 
no more than neat and modeft. Among the 
good things which nature has granted to man- 
kind, mediocrity appears to me one of the 
greateft. By mediocrity I underftand a little 
more than enough, which is all that man need^ 
to. render him truly happy- 

I l^ave the honour to be^ &c« 
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LETTER LXXI. 

From the JCi^g. 

Meiffcn, June i, 1760. 

Your conjeflures on the ftyle of au- 
thors, my dear marquis, arc better than thofe 
you make on politics ; not, however, but there 
arc ftill many things to reply. 

1. I think my ftyle might better be known 
by certain folecifms, than by the turn of my 
phrafes. 

2. There are many men lyho think and write 
with freedom. Why will you not allow Rouf- 
feau of Geneva to be fufpefted, and various 
other authors with whom I am unacquainted, of 
having written works fo frivolpus as thpfc in 
<jueftion ? 

3. Might it not be fuppofcd that I am too 
much occupied, with important affairs, to wafte 
my time in writing fuch honfenfe ? 

4. The Chinefe Letters contain nothing more 
daring than do the Perfian Letters. 

5. The Letter of La Pompadour (hould rather 
appear to be the produdion of one of the indo* 
lent wits of Paris, than of a .German who com- 
pwdj an army. 

In 
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In fine, my dear marquis, were it ncccffary 
to plead my caufe before a court, I (hould ftill 
iiavc arguments enough to induce my judges 
to acquit me. The war is not continued by 
tny Letter of La Tompadour, who is perfeftly 
ignorant that I am the author of it ; nor can I 
be Cufpefted fo to be at Paris. There arc 
other reafons too numerous and too ample to 
recapitulate. 

Will you not therefore allow it is impoiiible 
to divine what fhall be the effeds of occafional 
caufes ? Will ydu not own that the art of con- 
jefturc is a moft ungrateful and deceitful art ? 
Yet this is the trade I am obliged to follow. I 
would rather be toffed on the wild ocean, without 
maft or compafs, than be under this neceffity. 
Your own fhort experience in the arrangement 
of the political fyftem of Europe, ought to hate 
conyinced you of this. I ten times a day con- 
fign myfelf over to Satan, but I do not there- 
fore make any great progrefs. 

I congratulate you, my dear marquis, on 
your having become a poet. My fburce is dried 
up for the campaign : it is Lent with me ; nor 
will I indulge myfelf in a diftich till affairs 
(hall become more favourable to us than they 
are at prefent. 

Your porcelain is making, but it cannot leave 

r ■ this 
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this place in lefs than a fortnight. It will con- 
fift of two terrines, and four large difties^ four 
finally two long dilhes for roafl: meat, vinegar 
and oil bottles, four faltfeUers, and four dozen 
of plates. It will be really beautiful, and in a 
new tafte, the defigns of which I fumiflied# I 
flatter myfelf you will be fatisfied with it. 

The clouds are colle£ting for the opening of 
the campaign, in which the thunder ftill remains 
concealed ; but beware of the moment when it 
ihall burft. 

Adieu, my dear marquis. I wifli yotu every 
thing I want, to render you happy; which are 
triuiquillity, reft, health, and content. I no lonr 
ger poflefs any thing. My conftitution is wom« 
Fortune, healthy cbeerfulnefs, and youth, for* 
fake me. I am, therefore, good for nothings 
but to people the country of Proferpine. If 
you iuLve any meflage to fend .into thofe lower 
ri^ons, you have only to give me notice^ 

Farewel, 



L 
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LETTER LXXII, 
Frcm the King. 

Undatedf 

All you caa fay, my dear maFqim^ 
will never perfuade me that our fituation is 
good. Fortune continues averfe to me. I 
pafled the Elbe, and the day before ycfterday 
endeavoured to attack Lafcy ; but he made a 
very feafonable retreat. Thus do my projefts 
fail, one after the other. The vmy of the Cir- % 
clffs will arrive at Drefden to-morrow, where it 
will be left ; and Daun will then gain fo great ^ 
fuperiority over me as to make it impoflible fotf 
me to augur well. Laudohn is l^fiegjng Glajczj; 
and I have only a handful of men in Silefia^ 
who cannot fuccour the place. I am wafting 
?iway on every fide. 

Politics are as contrary to my interefts as 
yar : I can fucceed in none of the things which 
1 undeuake, and I prepare to jencoumer every 
misfortune face can teach m6 to predi£t« 
You only fee objedts at a diftance ; you know 
^l^ngs only by halves ; this produces a degree 
of fecurity, in yooi, which ybi^ would notpoflefs 
^ the evidence of truth ftrike you. Be very 
3 certain 



l88 P6STHUM0ITS WORKS* 

certain that, without fome miracle, we are lofl. 
If we can drag on till the month of September, 
It will be much. All the art and the abilities 
of a general are infufficient. Circumftanced as 
I am, fupernatural events are neceflary; and 
you know that thefe are no more. In fine, I 
am in the mod dreadful fituation in which any 
iponarch can be placed. I fee myfelf jnfenfibly 
decay, like a man in ^ dropfy, who daily ob- 
ferves the progrefs of his difeafe, and, perceiving 
the cold harbingers of death deprive him of his 
limbs, every moment cxpefts the laft attack to 
be made on his heart. 

Your porcelain is gone, and (hould by this be 
at Berlin. Make ufe of it, if it can give you 
pleafure ; and do not too much flatter yourfclf 
with uncertain hopes, which may lead you into 
very ftrange errors. 

Adieu, my dear marquis. 



LETTER LXXIIL 
Fr(nn the Marques d'Argens^ 

Berlin, June 7, 1760. 

I HAVE the honour to fend your ma- 
jcfty the firft ftieet of the beautiful quarto cdidon 

«f 
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of the IPoefies DiverfeSj and you will find this 
edition will at lead equal that which was printed 
at the palace. It is fold before it is finilhedt and 
almoft wholly for England. You are informed^ 
no doubt^ that a ftatue in bronze has been 
ereded to you in Dublin ; and that it has been 
placed in the beft ftreet in the city, which is 
at prefent called Prufiian Street. The papers 
have for a month continually fpoken of this 
flatue. I did not mention it before, becatife t 
well know how little your arch-philofophic cha- 
rafter is afFedcd by fuch kinds of apotheofis. As 
a king, I forgive your ranking yourfelf fuperior 
to glory ; but as a hero, at leaft, it ought to be 
dear to you. Satisfied, however, with deferving, 
you feel great indifference for the honours with 
which it is attended. You prove the falfehood 
of the proverb which fays that, never was poet 
moderate in his third of fame. You are a good 
poet, yet you fly praife. Your modefty might 
well put all men of letters to the blufii. 

I have read with admiration the lift of the 
beautiful fcrvice of porcelain, which your ma- 
jefty has been pleafed to beftow on me. I im^ 
mediately went to vifit my prefs, where I ar- 
ranged it in my imagination, waiting the day 
till I might arrange it in reality. Permit me to 
tell your . majefty that the coquette, to whom 

baubles 
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baubles newly invented hav* been protnifed> it 
not more impatient for their t^eption than I aii 
to obtain a fight of this porcelain. The manu<> 
fiuSburer's foitnights appear to <ne as long as the 
weeks of the prophet Daniel; and, without 
offence to thefe good workmen, be it faid, I 
ought, according to the firft letter in which your 
majefty did me the favour to mention it, to have 
received it a fortnight fince ; yet, from your laft, 
] find I have another fortnight to wait. Tour 
majefly fays I am become a poet ; were I fo, I 
would write an Horatian ode to return you 
dianks, and a Juvenalian fatire againft the tardy 
maker. 

All people of tafle, and all who are acquainted 
with the arts, go from Berlin to Potfdam, to vifit 
the gallery of pidures, with as much eagernefs 
as the devout travel to Loretto, or on pilgrimage 
to St. James of Compoftella. Thofe who have 
fecn Italy and France unanimoufly allow that, 
St. Peter's at Rome excepted, there is no build- 
ing fo fumptuous and fo elegant. I hope to fee 
it, in company with your majefly, at the begin- 
ning of autumn ; or, fhould we not have peace, 
th^t you will make a fortunate campaign, which 
will, this winter, rcftore you to your people, 
tand to all your good and faithful fervants, to 
whom your life is as precious as their own. 

I have x)xc honour to be, &c. 

LET- 
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LETTER LXXIV. 
From the Marquis d^Argens. 

SIRE, Betlin, June 17,1760. 

1am very fenfible of the pains and per- 
plexities which your majcfty muft at prcfcnt en- 
dure; yet will you find, in your fortitude and ge- 
nius, expedients to furmount them glorioufly : I 
perceive a certain hope which has feized on 
every heart, and which is to me a fure pledge of 
the accomplifhment of that I have always enter- 
tained, and which, in fpite of misfortune, has 
never yet been deceived. I have had an op- 
pprtimity of reading fevcral letters written by 
the officers of your majefty's army, which fpeak 
the good will of all the troops, and defcribe 
them as being ardent in their zeal for their 
country and their fovereign. 

Thefe letters have appeared to me the moft 
excellent of omens, for the fuccefs of the cam- 
paign, becaufe they truly difplay the feelings of 
die officer and the foldier ; they being written 
by perfons who had no rcafon to difguife their 
fentiments, to the correfpondents to whom they 
are addrefled. 

I allow. Sire, your enemies are greatly fupe- 

rior 
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rior in numbers ; but your own military talentd^ 
and the valour of your troops, will fupply the 
deficiency. What you call a miracle, I call s 
fortunate event, effeded by your prudence and 
your courage, which will foon or late happen 
in the courfe of this campaign, provided you, do 
• but take care of youi* own perfon. Refleft how 
neceflary you are to the profperity of affairs, 
which cannot but finally aflume a fmiling face. 

I cannot recover from my aftoniflimcnt, at per- 
ceiving the numerous Englifti fleets tranquilly 
at anchor, in the Thames. The month of July 
will foon begin, and they ftill continue inadive. 
i fuppofe there are negotiations between Eng- 
land and France ; but the befl manner to haften 
their conclufion will be to fend a hundred (hips 
of the line, againft a nation which does not 
polTefs fifteen, and which has every thing to fear 
for the remainder of her colonics. The French 
appear to me like certain half infidels, wIk> will 
not confcfs during the progrefs of their difeafe, 
but who fend for twenty priefts, when the phy- 
fician informs them they cannot recover. The 
Englifli fleet in aftion would be the phyfician 
announcing death, and the priefts called in the 
conclufion of the peace. 

Well may your majefl:y fay my experience 

in the affairs of Europe is fmall. Yet where is, 

2 I will 



1 Will not fay the man, but the demi-god, who, 
perceiving the friendfliip and apparent intimacy 
between Spain and England, the pretenfions- to 
and claims of Spain on feveral of the dates of 
Italy^ would not renounce all political con- 
jefture, when he (hould fee this fame Spain 
tranfport, frofti Naples and Sicily to Barcelona, 
all the artillery, cannon balls, and warlike am- 
munition that arc there to be found ? You, fire, 
know the fecret reafons of all thefe proceedings ; 
but, though you have this advantage over other 
men, you have the mortification to fee numerous 
fteps, manoeuvres, and negotiations, in which 
good fenfe has as little part as in works of di- 
vinity* 

I once more thank your majefty for my por- 
celain : may Heaven grant 1 may foon, for once, 
employ it, before I fee you, to celebrate the firft 
battle you (hall gain ! After which it (hall be 
fliut up, till I (hall tranfport it to Potfdam ; 
where 1 (hall behold you, in peace, fortunate, 
and crowned with glory. 

I have the hqfiour to be, &c. 
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LETTER LXXV- 1 I 
From the Marquis d^Argens. 

SIRE, Berlin, June 22, 17604 

I HAVE juft received the beautiful and 
.magnificent fervice of china which your majefty 
has done me the honour to fend me. The de- 
sign of it is charming, the painting excellent, 
and the fymbols of fcepticifm invented with 
tafte. When I contemplated fo many beautiful 
things," I freely own to your majefty it was at 
firft with great pleafure ; but this emotion was 
foon fucceeded by confufion, when I reflcfted 
how little I merited fo noble a prefent from your 
majefty. 'The greater the favours are, with 
which, Sire, you honour me, the more do I 
feel I owe them entirely to your bounty. You 
ad: like the Creator, who, from the vileft clay, is 
fomctimes pleafed to form a velTel which he 
renders precious. How glorious is it to me 
that you (hould deign to fliow kindnefs toward 
me, which, as long as T live, will gain me the 
eftecm of all thinking people; and which, to 
pofterity, afcertains an immortality to which I 
had not vanity enough to dare to pretend, by 
any of my feeble works] 

The 
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The favour which your majefty has'juft grant* 
ed a philofophcr, of talents no greater than 
mine, will, in the eyes of the public, be a repa- 
ration of the injury which folly and fanaticifm 
have lately, in France, done to thofe great men 
by whorti it is cultivated, 

A cOnledy has been publicly played at the 
theatre, intitled Les . Philo/ppbes-^. In vain 
have the worthy exclaimed againft this intole- 
rable abufe ; minifters, bifhops, and feveral ma- 
giftrates, have fupported the enemies of reaforl, 
and the comedy of The Philofophers has been 
afted fix-and-twenry times fucceffively ; in one 
of the fcenes of which Jean Jacques Roufleau is 
made to enter like a beaft, on all fours, and 
comes to maintain his opinion on the equality 
of mankind. 

Twenty thoufand copies of this piece hav# 
been fold at Paris, in eight days ; on which a 
partifan of philofophy has written a very inge- 
nious but too violent criticifm,. It appears to 
be rather the effort of anger than of moderation, 
which is the true charafteriftic of philofophy. I 
•fend it to your majefty, becaufe it may afford 
you a moment's amufement. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

* The Phllofophew. 

O 2 LET. 
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Adieu, my dear marquis ; have fome indul-* 
gencc for my afflidion, for it is legitimate. I 
have for thefe two years been continually fuf- 
fering, nor do I fee any end to my pains. I 
wifh you better fortune, more tranquillity, and 
Icfs embarraffment. 



LETTER LXXVIL 

From the Marquis (TArgens. 
.SIRE, Berlin, July 2, i']6o. 

When I received the letter which 
your majefty did me the honour to write, I had 
not the lead knowledge of the misfortune which 
has befallen general Fouquet; for that aifair 
has only become public, in Berlin, within three 
days. From all the letters, however, that arrive 
from Breflau, it appears to me that, except the 
glory of having taken fome colours, and thirty 
pieces of artillery, the adion is as injurious to 
the enemy as to us. Four of their deferters 
came yefterday to Berlin, three of whom were 
Pruffians that were taken at Maxen, and who 
enlifted with the Auftrians, in the hope that 
they (hould find fome opportunity to return inta 
their own country. Thefe men affirm thai; the 

Auftrians 
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Auftrians had more than t>^enty thoufand men 
killed, or wounded. I allow we loft fix thou- 
fend men, killed or taken ; but it is to buy 
viftory dearly, when the lofs of the viftor tri- 
ples that of the vanquifhed. 

Befide, all the letters from Breflau affirm 
that foldiers daily arrive, by hundreds, who were 
fuppofed to be dead, or prifoners, and who had 
only loft their road. 

I well perceive your majefty will be obliged 
to make a detachment, which will enfeeble your 
army ; but marlhal Daun has been the firft to 
detach. One of the circumftances which con- 
fole me in this unfortunate affair is, the intre- 
pidity which our troops difcovered, a fingle 
regiment excepted, which is faid, at Berlin, to 
have afted amifs. All the others performed 
wonders. Such courage will infpire fear and 
terror, jeven in the viftor, when he fliall mean 
next to attack. Should the taking of Glatz coft 
the Auftrians as much as that of Landfliut, 
they will, before the campaign be half ended, 
have entirely loft a confiderable army; and, 
{hould they meet with a check, Landfliut and 
Glatz will be of no fervice to them, in the exe- 
cution of the pretended grand plans which they 
have formed* 

Permit me to afk your majefty what prince 
O 4 Ferdinand 
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Ferdinand is doing : he has at prefent a hun* 
dred thoufand eflfedbivc men, all excellent 
troops, and he remains almoft inafkive i yet, 
had the French been beaten, he might eafily 
have fent a detachment of fifteen thoufand men 
into Saxony. 

Allow me, fire, to repeat, that nothing feems 
fo Angular as the conduft of the Englifli. They 
have eighty (hips equipped in their ports. We 
are now in the month of July, and they con- 
tinue inadtive. When do they mean to employ 
them ? In the months of December and January ? 
In the mean time the French, who fcarcely have 
fix or feven fliattered (hips remaining, beat them 
in America, and perhaps have already recover- 
ed Quebec. This is really dreadful ; the Eng- 
li(h muft have loft the ufe of their underftand- 
ing. The French are leading them by the 
nofe, and will play them many other tricks, if 
they do not ad: with more vigour. 

"Your majefty faid, in one of your letters, that 
the objefts of the Englifh fleets this year would 
be Martinico, Montreal, and Pondicherry; yet 
the fine weather will foon be over, and thefp 
formidable fleets are drinking ftrong beer at 
Portfmouth and at Plymouth. Their enemies 
in the mean time profit by their delay, aqd are 
on the eve of recovering, in a fortnight, what 
6 has 
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has colt England two years of labour and 
battle. 

I have the honour to fend your majefty the on- 
ly copy we have here of the comedy of The Phi- 
lofophers. Diderot and Roufleau are the mod 
ill treated. It is true that the firft is only a 
confufed repeater of words, and the fecond dif- 
gufts by the ftrange paradoxes which he adopts, 
on all occafions. Your majefty no doubt recoU 
ledts having read the philofophic thoughts of 
Diderot, where the nloft trivial things are de- 
claimed on with the moft ridiculous emphafis. 
In the work on the equality of mankind, by 
Roufleau, there are, not only lingular opinions, 
but, fome that are dangerous to all govern- 
ments and ftates. I pity D^Alembcrt, being a 
man of merit, to have'connefted himfelf with 
this herd of madmen ; but, in literauire, as in 
politics, we cannot always {dc& the friends we 
vi(h; neceflity and combining accidents make 
us determine on the part we take, 

{ have the lionour to be, &c. 
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LETTER LXXVIIL 
From the Ktng^ 

Near Drefdeni July 15, 1760* 

In vain, my dear marquis, do you flatter 
yourfeif, for our affairs take a mod deteftablc tunu 
I thought to have repaired them by marching to 
lay fiege to Drefden. I (hall take this city, but 
(hall not by that better my fituation. Write my 
epitaph before I am dead; and believe me to be 
fufficiendy well informed, of my own fituation, 
not to judge it defperate without good reafon. 

The Englifti fleets are afting fuccefsfuUy on 
all fides, fo that they do not merit any reproach. 
J^rince Ferdinand has only feventy thoufand men, 
inftead of the hundred thoufand you have granted 
him, which changes the pidure. You reafon 
from what you read in the gazettes; but thcfc 
gazettes do not relate the truth, and therefore 
you are deceived. Laudohn has loft ten thou- 
fand men at the affair of LandQiut; notwithftand- 
ing which the Auftrians ftill have ninety-five 
thoufand men to oppofe me with, and the Ruf- 
fians have fixty thoufand. Such is our fituation ; 
pot to mention many other things on which it 

behoves 
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behoves me to keep filence, at prefent, but of 
which hereafter I may fpeak. 

The comedy of The Philofophers is tolerably 
well written ; but there are allufions which did 
not ftrike me, becaufe I knew not to what they 
referred; as for example, *^ Young man, tak© 
^' and read." " The father of the family/' &c, 
Alas ! my dear marquis, the time has been 
when this would have highly amufed me ; but at 
prefent the gulph in which I am about to fall^ 
headlong, is contbually before my eyes. 

Adieu ! Do not indulge yourfelf in chimerical 
hopes. Pity me by anticipation. Pray Hea-* 
ven that the oracles I utter may be falfe ! But 
happen what will let us write our epitaph ia 
time. 



LETTER LXXIX. 
From the Marquis d^Argens. 

SIRE, Berlin, Julj 25, 1760. 

No perfon can be more fenfible than I 
am of the perplexing fituation of your majefty; 
and, had I lefs confidence in your knowledge 
and fortitude, I Ihould fear the arrival of the 
moft diftreffing events. But, if miracles be ixe- 

ceflary 
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ccffary to extricate you from your difficulties, mi-, 
racles you will ena6b. Is ic lefs than a miracle to 
fee Silefia, after the check at LandOiut, almoft 
Toid of enemies > Is it not a miracle to fee you 
before Drefden, deftroying a part of the enemy's 
magazines, and keeping Daun in a fbte of fuf« 
penfe, amid all his projeded operations ? 

Things appear to afTume a more fmiling face» 
The prince your nephew, the hero whom you 
tenderly love, foon repaired the lofs he fuilain- 
ed; and we behold a corps of the French to- 
tally cut off or taken. The Englifti have juft 
gained a decilive vidory in the Eaft Indies; and 
there is no doubt but Pondicherry has fur- 
r/endered; th» fad is affirmed in all the Dutch 
gazettes : or, (hould it not at this moment be 
taken, it foon muft be, and the news cannot but 
arrive with the firft (hip. 

The French were before in a moft melan- 
choly condition ; and, after a lofs fo irreparable, 
what muft they be at prefcnt? The following 
is the beginning of the laft remonftrances of the 
parliament, which have been printed in all the 
public papers. 

*^ Nothing, fire, can be more manifeft than 
^^ the exhaufted ftate of the finances, except the 
^* impoBibility of re-eftabli(hing them.** 

Such was the language held in France before 

the 
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the taking of Pondicherry. What then will be 
faid at prcfent, when half the kingdom, which 
had placed its funds in the £aft India company^ 
is reduced to beggary, by the deftruftion and 
total overthrow of that faid company ? 

The Englith are foon to fend new fuccours 
into Gdrmany. They ought at prefent to niake 
the grcateft efforts, if they wifti for peace, that 
they may deprive the French of all hope of 
feizing on the electorate of Hanover; and afford 
you all the aid they can, to prevent you from 
finking under the weight of your enemies. 

1 have heard that the young Provencal officer, 
to whom your majelly had the goodnefs to grant 
a comn)iffion in your army, has fallen at the at* 
tack of the fuburb of Drefden. I pitied him, be« 
caufe he was a very worthy man; but my con*^' 
folation is that he died performing his dut}r, in 
theferviccof youp majefty. I wifli I were equals 
ly young, that I might be of fome aid to your 
majelly, and ten times a day encounter the fame 
fate. I die with dcfpair at feeing myfelf, in 
thefe (lormy times, a ufelefs burthen on the 
earth, of lefs fervice, to my mafter, than the 
lead of his peafants who can drive a forage 
waggon, or the horfes that drag his cannon* 
Till now my decay only appeared to be vexa- 

tious; 
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tious; at prefent I think it ftiamcful and diftio*' 

nourable. 

. I have the honour to be, &c# 



LETTER LXXX. 

From the King. 

MY DEAR MARQtJiS. jS^^^^Z. 

1 HE fiege of Drefden is gone off in 
fmoke. We are at prefent on the full march for 
Silefia ; we (hall undoubtedly come to aftion on 
the frontiers, which may happen between the 
7th and loth of this month. Glatz is taken, 
Neifs befieged, and there is no time to lofe. 
Should we be fortunate, I will fend you word ; 
(hould we be the reverfe, I previoully take 
leave of you and all the good company. 

Poor Forefta is killed, and has fallen a ufe- 
lefs facrifice. In fine, my dear marquis, the (hop 
and ftock are all going to the devil. We (hall 
march the day after to-morrow. I forefee all 
the horror of the (ituation that awaits me, and 
have firmly taken my refolution. 

Adieu : I embrace you. Think of me fome* 
times, and be perfuaded of my efteem. 

LET- 
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L E T, T E R LXXXI. 

From the Marquis d^Argens. 
SIRE, Berlin, Auguft la, 1760; 

News froni Silefia informs us that youi* 
tnajefty is fafely arrived there, with your army. 
Your laft letter threw me into the utmoft con* 
fternation; becaufe, knowing how much' you 
expofe yourfelf, I feared left fome accident 
Ihould happen to you, Ihould there be a battle- 
And what would become of us all, ftiould we 
have the misfortune to lofe you? 

Since the receipt of the letter with which yon 
have honoured me, prince Henry has driven off 
the Auftrians, and has raifed the fiege of Bref- 
lau ; your nephew, the hereditary prince of 
Brunfwic, has beaten and entirely difperfed the 
French army, commanded by M. du Muy ; and 
you have arrived in Silefia, in dcfpite of all op- 
pofition from Daun. I hope all will go well for 
the remainder of the campaign. I am better 
pleafed to fee war carried on in a country where 
you are fituated between fix or feven fortrefles^ 
of your own, than in Saxony, which is an open 
country, and where the towns make but little re- 
liftance. I have a prefentiment, which has never 
7 been 
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been ^fified, and which tell^ me fomething 
fortunate will happen. 

Should prince Ferdinand, who, with the fud* 
cour he has lately received, is now as ftrong as 
the French, but be viftorious, it will put you at 
your cafe on the fide of Saxony, and be might 
then (end you a confiderabl? detachment. In 
faft, fire, provided you do but preferve your 
perfon, every thing will be recovered in time. 

Your majefty docs me the honour to inform 
zne that Glatz is taken; but it is here affirmed 
that only the city, and liot the citadel, is at pre* 
fent under the power of the Auftrians ; and it 
fhouldfeem, from the articles of Vienna inferted 
in all the gazettes, that the citadel has not yet 
lurrendered. 1 willi the rumour may be true ; 
Ixit, your majefty not having made any mention 
of the citadel, I much fear it is loft. Yet (hould ic 
be fo, all the other fortreffcs are at prefent out 
of danger. The feafon is advanced, and in fix 
weeks it will no longer be time to lay fiege ; 
cfpccially if, as I am convinced, we do not lofe 
a battle. Should one be fought,' we fliall be the 
vidtors. But, notwithftanding this perfuafion, 
I would give all I poffefs in the world that there 
might be no battle, during the reft of the cam- 
paign. 

I have the honour to bci &c. 

LET- 



r 
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LETTER LXXXII. 
FrQm $be Marquis ^Argensi 

Beriin, Auguft ly, 1760; 
SIREf Oaeo'cUckintlieMor]iing« 

The joy which the news of the viftory 
juft gained by your majefty has incited in me is fo 
great that I fit down at midnight, the very mo- 
ment I heard it, to write to you. Perhaps your 
majefty has already received the letter which I 
had the honour to write to you, three days ago, 
in which I mentioned my fears concerning the 
dangers to which you expofedyourfelf, and that 
thefe fears induced me to wifh there might be no 
b^e, though I was well aflured, (hould one be 
fought, you would be the conqueror. My prc- 
fentiment is now juftified ; and I am convinced 
you will prove the truth of all 1 have fo oftea 
repeated to your majefty, in my letters, and that 
you will finally be vidorious over every oppo<- 
nent. 

But, in the name of all your fubjeds, in the 
name of all your fervants, and, what is more^ 
fire, in the name of that glorious immc^rta- 
lity which you have acquired, prcfervc your 

VOL. X. P perfon ; 
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perfon ; in which, not only all the happinefs, 
but, alfo, the duration and (lability of the ftate 
refide.* Let me entfcat your raajefty to excufc 
the diforder of my letter ! I am inebriated with 
joy, and I protefl: to your majefty my mind is 
in a fituation which renders it impoflible for mc 
to have more connected ideas. Your laft letter 
had overwhelmed me with mortal grief; judge 
what effedls the news oP^^our victory mud have 
produced in my heart. 

I have the honour to be, Sec. 



LETTER LXXXIir. 

From the Khig. 

Hci-ni.infdorff near Breflau, 
Aiigufl 27, 1 760. • « 

jLORMERLY, my dear marquis, the 
affair of the 15th would have decided the fate 
of the campaign; at prefent this adion is no 
more than a fcratch : we mull have a grand bat- 
tle to put all beyond doubt, which according to 
all appearances muftfoon be fought; and fliould 
this be favourable to us we may then rejoice. 

I nevcrthelefs thank you for the finceie part 
you take in this advantage. Many ftratagems 

and 
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bnd much addrcfs were ncceflkry ta bring things 
to this point. Do not talk to me of dangers; 
the laft aftion only coft me a coat and a horfe, 
and this is to purchafe viftory cheaply^ 

I have not received the letter you mention* We 
are, with refpedk to correfpondence^ blockaded, 
as it were, by the Ruffians on the fide of the 
OdcTj and by the Auftrians on the other fide* 
A ikirmifh was neccffary to give Cocceji a paf- 
fage; I hope he delivered my letter to yod. 
Never in my life was I in a worfe fituation than 
1 have befcn this campaign. Nothing lefs than 
prodigies can make us flirmount the difficulties 
which I forefeev I (hall certainly do my duty 
on the occafion; — but never forget, my dear 
marqui s that I cannot difpDfe of fate, and that 
I am obliged to depend too much on c^ualties 
in my plans, not having the means to form. 
t)therj more folid. Thefe are Herculean la- 
bo>cirs> which I am to effeft in an age when 
ftrcngth forfakcs me, when my infirmities in- 
^reafe, andj to own the truth, when hope, the 
jTolc confolation of the unfortunate, begins alfo to 
fail. 

You are not fufficiently in the fccret to. form 
any pfecifc idea of all the dangers, which 
threaten the ftate : I know, and conceal them. 
.1 keep- my apprehenfiona att to myfelf, and com- 
.. .i * Pa iiunicatc^ 
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munltate none but my hopes to the pubUc^ and 
an the good news which I am enabled to relate* 

Should the blow I meditate fucceed, it will 
then be time to give the rein to joy ; but till then 
let us not flatter ourfelves^ left fome uriexpeded 
misfortune (hquld di(hearten you too much. 

I here lead the Hfe of a Carthuflan warn(^« 
I am obliged to think much on my affiurs : the 
remainder of my time I dedicate to letters^ which 
are my confolation, as they were diat of the 
eonful orator, who was the father of his country 
and of eloquence. I know not whether i fliall 
furvive the war, but, (hould I outKve it, I am 
well determined to pafs the remainder of my 
life in retirement, in the bofom of philofophy 
and friendfhip. When we caa more freely oor* 
refpond you will gire ntie pleafiire by wrkbig 
dftcnef. 

I know not where we (hall take up our winter 
quarters. My houfe at Breilau was deftroyed 
during the bombardment* Our enemies envy 
us the light of day, and the air we brcocha 
iThey muft however leave us fome place ; and, 
Ihould it be a place of fecurity, it will be a bkn« 
quet to me to fee you there. 

What, my dear marquis, is at prefent become 
cf your peace with France t You fee yoor nd- 
iion is more blind than you imagined it to be. 

The 
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The madmen will lofe Ca»ada> and Pondipherry, 
to pleafe the queen of Hungary, and the cza- 
rina. Heaven grant prince Ferdinand may pay 
diem well for their zeal ! The innocent officer 
and the poor foldier fidl the viAims of thefe 
woes, but the illuftrious guilty cfcape un- 
pun}(hed. 

I know an anecdote of the duke de Choiieul^ 
which I will relate to you when I fee you. 
iNever did a more mad or inconfiftent pmceed- 
uig bl«(t the fame of a French minifler, fince the 
nKXiarchy had^i miniftcr* 

I am interrupted by bufinefs ; I was in train 
to write, but I perceive I mud conclude, that I 
-may neither weary you nor negkA my duty. 

Adieu, my dear marquis. 



LETTER LXXXIV. 

From the King. 

jMY DEAR MARQUIS. ScpJStf76o. 

1 HAVE received your two letters* I 

have certainly efcaped a very imminent danger, 

and had all the good fortune which my Situation 

required at LIgnitz. In a common war this 

P 3 battle 
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baule would have been much ; in the prefent it 
is no more than a ikiimilh^ and my affairs^ Ia 
general^ are but little the better. 

I do not intend to write you any lamentation^ 
nor to alarm you with all my fubjefts of fear and 
difquiet, although I can aflure you they ar« 
great. The prefent crifis changes its appear- 
ance, but does not come to a decifion. Nothing 
liaflens the denouement. I am roafting by a 
flow fire; I refemble a body that is mutilatec) 
piecemeal, and which is daily deprived of fome 
of its members. Heaven help us^ for we have 
great need of aid ! 

You continually talk to me of my perfon ; but 
you ought to be well convinced that it is not ne- 
ccfTary 1 (hould live, but very peceflary that I 
(hould do my duty, and fight for my country^^ 
that I may, if poffible, fave it from ^eftruftion. 
I have bad many trifling advantages, and have 
great inclination to afTume Maximus in minimis §t 
minimus in maximis, for my mptto. 

You cannot imagine all the hard fatigues we 
undergo; this furpafles every preceding cam- 
paign, nor do I fometimes know to what faint 
to addrefs myfelf. But I weary you, with my 
troubles and my griefs. My cheerfulnefs and 
good humour are buried with the dear aqd 
rcfpcaable pcrfons to whom my heart was 

united. 
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united. The clofc of my life is mournful and 
gloomy; do not, my dear marquis, forget your 
old friend. 

The pofts and all correfpondence arc inter- 
rupted. Various arts are neceflary to convey 
letters, and ftill much is hazarded. Write to 
me at all events; for even if the avaricious or the 
bears * (hould take your letters, what difcoveries 
will they make ? And they always afford m« 
confolation. 

Adieu, my dear marquis. 



LETTER LXXXy. 
Frcm thi Marquis iPArg%. 
SIRE, Berlin, September 25, i766, 

. 1 HOPE your majefty has received three 
letters which I have had the hpnour to write, 
fmce the laft viftory which you gained. About 
a month ago, you wrote me word that the (hop 
and flock were all going to the devil ; yet fincc 
;hat time you have paid the drafts of Laudohn 
at iighc, and have fatisfied the demands of Beck. 
Jitilfen, your clerk in Saxony, has anfwered aU 

^ Let avaresf ou lei urfomant* 

P4 thoft 
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thofe of the prince of Deuz-Fonts$ &ndif you 
can but pay one more debt^ before the month of 
Nbvember^ you will be among the merchanu 
whofe trade and affairs are in the mod orderly 
ftate. ^ 

The phyiical and chemical clafs has loft its 
diredor by the death of M. Eller. The aca- 
demy in a body, and the curators and diredorS) 
immediately proceeded to an eledion, agreeable 
to the ordinance of your majcflty, and the ninth 
article of the regulations of the academy, which 
fays — " When any direftor (hall die, his place 
** (hall be filled, according to the depomination 
*^ of dll the academicians, by a penfionary mem« 
*^ ber of that clals over which the deceafed di- 
*^ reftor prefided." 

Agreeabl#to this ordinance the academy 
has appointed M. MargrafF, who is undoubtedly 
the moft able chemift in Europe, and a great 
philofopher, and whom^the academies of Paris 
and London confult as an oracle. The aca* 
demy, fire, has commanded me, as diredtor of 
one of the claffes, to inform your majefty of its 
choice, and of its punftuality in following the rules 
which you prefcribedby the mouth of the lateM. 
de Maupcrtuis; which rules it will ever obfervc 
moft ftriftly, that it may continue, by its zeal 
for the honour of the fciences, and its obedience 

to 
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to your ordinancesj to merit the favour of your 
augufl patronage. 

If I am not miftaken^ fire, I here fend you 
fome fublime and noble phrafes; and while^ as 
dircftor, I deliver the orders of the academy, I 
do not aflurne the ftyle ^< of him who was more 
** erratic than the Jew whofe ftyle and maik I 
'* formerly borrowed*/* 

Has your majefty feen a Abort poem by Vol- 
taire, entitled Lefauvu Diable ^i It is a very 
pleafant poem, and full of fatirical traits againfl 
various authors, whom he does not love. I 
will fend it your majefty by the firft courier. 

I imagine it is of little importance to politics 
to know the prefent refidence of the pretender; 
I think it my duty, however, here to inferta 
paflage from a letter written to one of our aca- 
demicians, by birth a Swifs, whofe name is Me- 
rian, an intimate friend of the late M. de Mau- 
pertuis, and a man of circumfpedion and much 
merit. This letter is dated from Bouillon near 
Sedan. 

'^ We have a perfon here who has made 
** much noife, by his pretenfions, and of whom 
** pofterity will fpeak advantageoufly, till the 

* The marquis alludes to lus own afliiined charafter, as an* 
thor of the Jcwifli Letters. T; 
t The poor devil. 

• ^^ moment 
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*^ moment he left France. He lives at this 
*' place like a private perfon. I fee him often, 
" but 1 (hall not continue long to vifit him, 
** becaufe his chamber is infupportable. It is 
*' lingular to meet with fo much caprice, mean- 
** nefs and pride combined, added to fo muck 
" ill humour/* 

I wait, fire, for news of your majefty's health 
with the fame eijcmefs as the Jews wait for their 
Meffiah, and the Janfenifts for faving grace. If 
you have not time to write a word to me, 
'let me know by meflage that you are well. 
This is the only thing which interefts me, and 
it feems to me that — the king is in good health — ^ 
may foon be written. I afk to know nothing 
more; 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER LXXXVJ, 
From the King. 

Undated. 

X HANKS, marquis, for what you have 
fent. I have nothing difagreeable to inform 
you of to-day; on the contrary, I have caufe of 

confolatioA 
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confolation^ and a profped of hope to commu* 
nicate to you. Broglio has juft repafied the 
Maine^ and has left pnly two thoufand men at 
Caflel; Co that this.ad of moderation once more 
announces pacific difpofitions in France. 

The Auftrians continue to be ferioufly alami- 
ed for their pofleffions in Italy j the revolt m 
Hungary continues; the court begins to afllime 
peaceful inclinations, and there is every ap- 
pearance that this cruel and fatal war is drawing 
Co a cooclufion. Thus are my hopes fomewhat 
revived, and I am infpired with momentary 
cheerfulnefs, which is fo much gained from the 
enemy. 

I am here employing myfelf in loading my 
piempry and unloading my afs, that I may light- 
en the literary burthen of which he has the hor 
nour to be the bearer. 1 am on the point of 
ending the perufal of De Thou; his book is well 
written and has given me fatisfaftion. 

The remarks of Voltaire feem to me to be 
tolerably juft, except that they are too fcvere. 
Say what we will, if the hiftory of Voltaire be 
not inftrudive^ it is at lead pleafing. It is a 
charming miniature, painted by Corregio ; and 
certainly none of us would wifh the work to be 
fupprcfled. 

I foOB 
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I foon hope to fend you good news of our ex* 
pedition into Vogtland^ an account of which I 
every moment cxpeft to receive. 

Adieu, ray dear marquis. Sleep in repofc. 
Let nothing trouble your fecurrty for fome 
weeks, and we fliall then fcQ what is to be ^^le. 
I embrace you. 

Farewel. 



LETTER LXXXVIL 

Fh)m the Marquis d^Argens^ 

SIREf Scptonber, 1760. 

No one could be more rejoiced than I 
was at the receipt of the two Jaft letters which 
your majefty has done me the favour to write to 
me. I begin, at length, to conceive real hopes 
of once more feeing you tranquilly enjoying, at 
Potfdam and Sans-Souci, the fuperb embellilh- 
ments which you there have executed. 

I cannot comprehend for what reafon the 
French, when they might have done prince Fer- 
dinand fo much mifchief, fhould think proper to 
retreat, and give him time to recover himfelC 
and fortify his army in a good poft, did they not 

fuppofc 
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fuppofc the approach of peace. The madion 
of the Engliih fleet, likewife, appears to me lo 
accord with the retreat of the French. The fa- 
cility too with which you caife your troops will 
contribute to peace. 

Your majefty has faid nothing to me of an 
exchange *, which it is here affirmed will taktf 
pkce; But how may we rely on newfpapers in 
which it is aflerted already to have been begun ? 
I take the liberty to fend your majefty the ac- 
count of the two gold medals, which muft hare 
been remitted to you by M. £icbel. M. Sul- 
zer, the chief of the fubfcriberd, who, having 
advanced the gold, is in need of a reimburfe* 
ment, that he may be enabled to ftrike filver 
medals, delivered me this account. There ar^ 
thirty-one gold ducats in each medal, to which 
muft be added twenty- five crowns of the pre- 
fent currency for the fubfcription of the die. I 
requeft your majefty would inform me where 
the money is to be paid, becaufe it has been ad* 
vanced from the funds which we liave belonging 
to the fubfcribers, and the bufinefs cannot pro* 
ceed without that fum. 

I believe I ihall be able to fend you the tra- 
gedy of Tancred, by Voltaire, this poft. The 

* Ofprifoners, Ifiippofe. T.. 
c verfification 
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verfification appears to mc very feeble, arid prcM 
faic ; the (ituacions romantic, and often contrary 
to reafon. There are affe&ing pafTages, and 
fome individual beauties. He has dedicated hi^ 
piece to La Pompadour, and his epiftle dedica-^ 
tory is the work of a real knave. That man 
daily becomes more contemptible. I cannot 
have the tragedy before to-nwrrow : the copy I 
read was not my own, but I will fend that which 
the bookfeller is to bring me by the firft cou- 
rier. 

I am delighted to find your majefty is pleafed 
with the hiftory of De Thou ; he was a man of 
great good fenfe, probity, and knowledge, and 
fuch are the principal qualities a hiftorian ought 
to poflefs. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER LXXXVIIL 

From the Marquis d^Argtns. 

SIRE, Berlin, Oaober 19, \l6: 

1 SHOULD have done myfclf the honour 
to write to your majefly the moment you entered 
Saxony, and that the correfpondence with your 
army beclme open, but that I fuppofed you 

would 
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vould be, at firft, fo involved in affairs that it 
would be to little purpofc to increafe the imix)r- 
tant bufinefs you have to attend to, by my letters. 
.1 now, fire, acquit myfelf of my duty, and, in 
a few words, write all that has paffed, according 
to the moft exaft truth, and as an ocular witnefs. 

About the end of September, an advocate 
from Giogau arrived at Berlin named Sack, who 
had been fent by general Tottleben, to termi- 
nate his bufinefs with the banker Splittgerbcr. 
This man having had a private converfation 
with our governor, the latter appeared to be 
thunder-ftruck. For two days he feemed to 
have heard the moft dreadful news. His fearf 
were at length communicated to all Berlin, and, 
as the caufe of them was unknown, it began to 
be rumoured that your majefty had been mor'- 
tally wounded. 

This , falfe intelligence threw the whole city 
into the greateft confternation ; for my part, 
1 was feized with a fever and convulfions, I 
iiid received a letter from your majefty, dated 
the eighteenth ; but it was affirmed you had 
ieen wounded on the nineteenth : at lengthy 
for my Jiappinefs, and that of the whole city^ 
M. KcBppen received one of your- letters, dated 
ihc .twenty firft, and the minds of the people 
were calmed. 

On 
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On the morrow^ all the generab aflembled, 
and it was known that the terrors of the gover* 
nor had been excited by the dread of an irrup^ 
tion ^ the Ruffians into Brandenburg. Three 
days after^ general Totdeben appeared at our 
gates, and fummooed the city. As he had«none 
but irregular troops, defence was refdved upon^ 
and be played upon us with red-hot balls and 
bombs, from five o'clock in the evenbg to 
three in the morning. Two affaults were made^ 
at two different gates, but were both repelled, 
with lofs to the enemy, by our garrifon batta* 
lions. 

It is here neceflary, (ire, that I fliould do 
that juftice which every citizen in Berlin owes 
to general Seidlitz, and general Knoblocfa. 
Thefe two men, who both are wounded, have 
faved your metropolis, and paffed the night at 
the battery of the gates that were attacked. Old 
marflial Lehwald alio did every thing of which 
his great age would admit. 

The day after the bombardment, the prince 
of Wirtemberg came up with his corps; but 
the men were fo fatigued ihBi they could not 
attack the RuCQans before the morrow. They 
were driven off as far as Kcepenick, and it waa 
determined to attack them on the next day; 
butjj as it was known that they had been rein* 

forcc4 
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forced by the corps of Czernichef, and by that 
of general Lafcy, retreat was refolved on, and 
the city fuffered to capitulate, which certainly 
would have been taken and pillaged by the 
Auflrians, while our army (hould have attacked 
the Ruffians. Accordingly the corps of the 
prince of Wirtembei^ and that under general 
Hulfen, filed off, during night, through the city, 
.on their march for Spandau. 

The great quantity of baggage that was to 
pafs the bridge, and a cannon that broke down 
on the road, with fome other impediments, were 
the caufe that the fecond battalion of Wunfch 
fuffered much, and that we loft about a hundred 
and fifty chaffeurs. On his arrival at Spandau^ 
the prince found the place wholly unprepared. 
Captain Zechlin, and fome other officers, were 
the perfons who placed the artillery on the ram- 
parts, and adted as gunners. 

The prince of Wirtemberg continued his 
march toward Brandenburg, and left captain 
Zechlin with a battalion of convalefcent men at 
Spandau. The Ruffians did not dare to attack 
this place. We imagined we (hould have had 
both their company and that of the Auftrians 
fome time longer at Berlin, when they departed 
with the utmoft fpeed, and even with confufion. 
While they were in the city, count Reufs, the 

VOL. X. Q^ only 
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cnly one of your miniftcrs who ventured to re- 
main at Berlin, rendered the city many ferviccs> 
by ading in concert with the generals, when- 
ever it was aeceffary (b to do, without fear of 
being taken as a hoftage. He was determined 
to the kft to approve himfelf a good citizen. 
Nor, while fpeaking to yourmajefty of thofc 
who difplayed zeal for your fervke,. ought I ta 
forget the envoy from Holland, M. Verelft. 
When I fliall have the honour to fee your ma- 
jefty, I will inform you of all he did. In the 
mean time, fire, I can affure you, with the ut- 
moft truth, that, fliould he live thefe two hun^ 
dred years, you, and the kings your fueceflbrs^ 
could never too much teflify your gratitude. 
Of this your majefty will be convinced, when. I 
fiiall be able to fpeak freely to you. 

The Auftrians flopped the letter which your 
majefty did me the honour to write, dared Hcr- 
mannfdorf, Auguft 27th, the original of which 
they fent to Vienna, and gave fevcral copies of 
it here. One of thefe I found means to obtain, 
and fend to your majefty ; nor does it contaia 
any thing that is not grand, noble, and virtuous. 
This letter infpjred fcveral of the Auftrian gene- 
rals with a wifh to be acquainted with me, but 
I refufed to fee any one of them. 
J enquired from thofe who had been in com- 
pany 



]pany with theft gentlemen, what was the dif*- 
courfc they held ; and> according to their ge- 
heral Brcntano, they think Very highly of ge- 
neral Wunfch, and are delighted that he is taken 
prifoner. 

You already^ ho doubt, arc ihform€d> firc^ 
that they have not committed the leaft injury at 
l^otfdam, or Sans-Souci. As to Gharlotten- 
burg, they thert pillaged die tapeftry and the 
piftur^s: but of thefe, by a very fingular 
chance, they have left the three wliich are moft 
beautiful j xht two figns of Watteau *, and the 
portrait ef the woman which Pefne painted at 
V^nrcew With refpeft to the antiques, they 
liave merely thrown them down : the hands and 
arms rf fome of them indeed are broken ; bur, 
las they were found near the figures to which they 
belonged, they may eafily be repaired. They 
have d<5ne no damage to the ceilings or gildings 
The houfekeeper having been obliged to efcape> 
half dead with fear, in his ftiirt, to Berlin, I 
immediately feat, when the Ruffians retired, one 
of my fcrvarits, with the infpeftor of the pifture 
gallery, to Chariottenburg, Every thing has 
been reftored to order* The houfekeeper re- 
turned thither to-day. Thus this pillage hai 

* Perhaps the two alc-houfei, or ^fiuking bootbi* T» 

Q^a excited 
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excited more noife than it has done harm ; akd, 
the furniture and piAures excepted^ every thing 
may be reftored to its proper ftate. 

Before I conclude my letter^ I muft do juftice 
to the whole city of Berlin. During the liege 
I heard every clafs, the vulgar^ the tradefman^ 
and the noble, exclaiming — "What will our 
" dear and good king fay ?" — It is equally 
indubitable that I did not hear any complaints 
from a (ingle perfon : the objed of the public 
continually was that of our dear and good king. 
Prcferve yourfelf therefore, fire, for fubjefts fo 
afFedionate. While they (hall have you for a 
xnafter, they will think themfelves happy, in de- 
fpite of every accident of fortune which you 
cannot command. May an honourable peace 
put an end to public apprehenfion, and reftorc 
to the citizens of Berlin their dear and good 
king! 

I am, &c. 

P. S. Your majefty no doubt knows the pu- 
nifhment which the Ru(Sans inflifted on our 
news-writers : poor Bcaufobre, who was the in-r 
noccnt caufe of it, was in danger of dying of his 
fright* 
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LETTER JLXXXIX, 

r * ' 

From the King, 

Undated* 

The blows which I laft wintCF appr^T 
hended^ have fallen upoa me. It was this forc- 
fight, marquis, that diftated the letters which I 
have fo often written to you on my unfortunate 
iituation. All my philofophy was neceffary to 
enable me to fupport the misfortunes, the ex- 
tortions, the outrages, and the whole atrocious 
fcenes, which are pafled. I am in full pofleflion 
of my proplietic faculties, and will inform you 
what will nearly be the end of our campaign. 

We (hall recover Leipfic, Wittenberg, Tor- 
gau, and Meiflen; but the enemy will keep 
Drefden in Saxony, and the mountains in Sile- 
iia ; which advantages will, next year, facilitate 
the means of giving me the finilhing blow. I 
will not tell you what I think, nor what I medi- 
tate ; but you, no doubt, will imagine to your- 
felf all that pafles in my mind, the agitations of 
my heart, and what my thoughts muft be. 

Your letter has given me pleafure, cou^ apy 

pleafure be felt in the mifchief of hurricane, in 

fimcs of trouble, in the general fubverQon of all 

Q.3 «>rder, 
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. order^ and amid ravage^ deaths and 4eilrudioa^ 
I perceive you bs^ye preferved k tra^quU mind^ 
while furrounded by the Urfoma^s • and A^f? 
trians^ and that your health h^s been ^o fuffercr,^ 
The letter, a copy of which yqu fcnt me, i^ 
really mine, fome errors oi ftyle excepted, which 
Lave apparently happened in tr^fcribing* 

Thus is the end of my life cmpojfoncd ; t^usj 
^ear n^rquis, does fortune fpo^t widi wtal^ 
^nortals j but, weary of her fayours and her ca- 
price, I meditate how to procure myfclf a fitua* 
^on ui^der whicli I (hall have nothing to fear 
from men or gods. 

Adio^, my dear marquis. Live free fron\ 
fears, and pncc more read the fecond book of 
the Eneid, in which you will find a tolerable 
picture of the woes ^hich my . country has fiif* 
fered; Write to mc^ for you haw Icifure, and 
^0 not forget me. 

^ Or Bcw;f- 
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From the Marquis tArgens. 
S I K E, Berliop Odober S2, 1 760. 

1 HOPE yow majcfty has received the 
long letter I' had the honour to wrke to you 
two days fince, in which I took the liberty to 
isfbrm yeu of every thing I myfelf had feen^ 
^dunog the ifaort irniption which our enemies 
cnade to Berlio. Their ill will produced but 
little effed; and the: thiags they had fold or 
icattered are daily recovered. 

What BOW employs the city is the impoffi- 
iiility that half the inhabitants fhould pay their 
part of the cofitrUDUtion* M. GottikowflLy^ who 
lias diftingoifhed himielf by the zeal he dif- 
piayed ia behalf of your majefty^s intereils^ and 
'Of thofe of the public^ goes to lay a plan before 
your majefly^ by which many families will efcape 
xwXy and which will be no burthen either to 
you or to the ftate ; I therefore doubt not but 
it will meet your approbation. Certain it is that, 
if the contribution muit be paid, in addition £o 
that which has already been paid to general 
Haddick, more than £x or feven thoufand peo* 
pie will leave Berlin ; for it has been computed 
ihat a workman^ who earns fix or feven crowns 
0^4 per 
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per month, muft be obliged to pay more than 
forty crowns ; and even, (hould means be found 
to prevent thefe people from leaving Berlin, a 
part of their effeds muft be fold to pay the tax. 

All this, will be avoided by the plan which 
the principal citizens and magiftrates have 
formed, and which a king, who loves his fub- 
lefts, by whom he is adored, cannot but approve. 
You, -lire, muft have feen what I faid in my 
laft letter, relative to this ; and I can folemnly. 
aid moft facredly aflure you that flattery had 
no part in my difcourfe : it was the pure and 
limple truth. 

All Canada we hear is taken ; and the Eng- 
lifti may call home forty (hips of war, and 
twelve or fifteen thoufand men, from America; 
for they certainly can have no fears that the 
French, not having a fleet, fhouid be able to 
fend a new army into America. We (hall fee 
what they will do. Your majefty knows better 
than I do, whether or no they merit your praife« 
With refpcd to myfelf, to me it fecms that tea 
thoufand men of the allies detached into Saxony 
would have prevented the irruption of the 
Auftrians, and have preferved Saxony, which 
you will foon recover in defpite of all your 
enemies. 

I have the honour to be, &c.. ^ . • 

' ' LET- 
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LETTER XCI. 
Frtm the King^ 

MY DEAk MARQUIS, Undated. 

You imagine my mind to be much more 
at eafe than it is ; I am overloaded with bufi« 
nefs, and the clofe of the campaign is not jk 
thing fo eafy to effedt as you fuppofe. My 
fuccefs or my lofles will decide pn the contri- 
butions of Berlin. Should I be fortunate, Ber*- 
lin will not pay a fixpence ; (hquld I be the 
reverfe, as ufual, we will think on what can be 
done for the eafe of the people. This is all I 
am able to fay. 

Whatever colouring you may give to the' 
attempts of my enemies, and the calamities of 
the country, do not flatter yourfelf that I have 
not a clear perfpeftive through thofe clouds 
with which you believe you cover misfortunes 
that are real, and deftruftive. My latter end 
is en^poifoaed by affli£kion, and my fetting fun 
as fatal as was the morning of my life. Neither 
the fuccefs of the EngliQi, nor the advantages 
of prince Ferdinand, can counterbalance the 
fearful fituations in which I have this year been. 
Next year, all will be to begin again. Do 

yrhac 



*f4 .tOSTHUMOirs WOftKU 

what I will, I forcfee, the number of my ene- 
mies confidered, that, (hould I relift on one 
fide, I muil fall on the other* I cannot hope 
for aid^ diverfion^ p^accj or any thing on 
earth. 

You will therefore confids that a wife man, 
after having for a certain time wreftled with 
misfortune, ought not obftinately to oppofe his 
ill ftar, and that true courage has a more fhort 
and glorious means ofridding itfelf of afflidions. 
I fend poor Gottlkowiky back much the fame 
as he came ; J can determine on nothing within 
a fortnight^ The campaign miift, in one mode 
or other, firft be concluded. This is the time 
which I have prefcribed to myfclf , and oa 
which depends, as you perceive, a part of that 
dcftiny which futyrity conceals. 

Adieil, my dear marquis ; do not forget me^ 
but remain a tranquil fpeftator of all which ic 
(hall pleafe fate and the brutal rage of our epe- 
mies to inflid upon us. 
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i:^ E T T E R XCIL 
^r^m the ^ifff , 

C ALfL my fentimeBts what you plmCe, 
|iiy dear marquis ; but I perceive we (hall ne^ 
ver agree in opinioHi and that we reafon from 
very different principles. You delight in th« 
life of a Sybaritei and I regard death as a StcHC. 
I will never fee the inoment which (hall oblige 
|ne to fign a difadva&ts^geous peace j no perfua* 
fion^ no eloquence, can induce me to fign my 
own diihonour. Eith^ I will fuffer myfelf to 
be buried under the ruins of my country ; or, 
(boukl this confoiation be thought too kind by 
periecutipg fate, I wiU put an end to my mtf-- 
fortunes, when I find it impoffible to fuppott 
theni longer. I have aded, and I continue to 
a&, according to thofe internal motives, and that 
point of bonow, which diredt alt my fteps ; my 
condu6t on every occafion (hall conform to 
thefe principles.. After having facrificed my 
youth to my father, and my manhood to^my 
country, I think I have a right to difpofe of 
my old age. I have (aid, and I repeat, never 
Piall my hand fign a difgraceful peace. I will 

fuiilh 
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finifii this campaign, undoubtedly^ with a de- 
terpiination to dare every thing, and to make 
the mod defperate attempts either to obtaia 
fuccefs, or find a glorious death. 

I have written fome remarks on the military 
talents of Charles XII ; But have not examined 
whether be ought or ought not to have killed 
himfelf. I think, after the taking of Straifund^ 
be would have done wifely to have clofed th$ 
fcene^ But, let him have a£ted or <Mnitte4 
what be may, his exapple is no rule to me. 
.There are men who are fubmiffive to fortune ; 
I was not born fo to be : and, having lived for 
Pthers, I wifli to die for myfelf. Exceedingly 
indifferent concerning what may be faid, I will 
even .pledge myfelf never to hear it* Henry 
IV. was a younger fon of a good feimily, who 
made his fortune; this was no reafon that he 
ihould hang himfelf. Louis XIV* was a great 
monarch with great refources, and relieved him- 
felf from his difficulties. I do not equal him 
in power, but honour is more dear to me than 
it was to him ; and, as I have told you, I 
do not regulate my condud after that of any 
man. 

We fay five thoufand years have paffed fincc 
the creation of the world, which calculation I 
l)elieve to be very inadequate to the age of this 

?arUi* 
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earth. Brandenburg fubfiflcd all this time be- 
fore I was born, and will continue to fubfift 
when I (hall be no more. Kingdoms are fup- 
ported by the propagation of mankind, and fa 
will be, while pleafure is annexed to the multi- 
plication of men. The crowd will be governed 
fither by minifters or by monarchs, which is 
nearly the fame thing. A little more wifdom, 
or a litde more folly, are (hades fo feeble as 
fcarcely to be perceptible to a whole people. 
Do not, therefore, my dear marquis^ retail upon 
me thefe common-place maxims of courtiers, 
nor imagine that the prejudices of felf-love and. 
vanity can impofe upon me, or efFeft the laJfc 
poffible change of opinion. It is no adt of 
weaknefs to put an end to an unfortunate life, 
but judicious policy, which perfuades us that 
the mod fortunate condition for man is that 
in which no perfon can injure him, ot trouble 
his repofe. 

How many reafons has a man of fifty to de- 
fpife life ! The remaining profpeft is infirm 
and painful age, chagrin, regret, ignominy, and 
outrage, which are to be endured. If you will 
but truly enter into my fituation, you ought 
not to condemn my projefts in the manner you 
do. I have loft all my friends, my dcareft re- 
lations. I am in every refpeft as unfortunate 

as 
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as man can bc« I have nodiing to hope ; tCet 
my enemies treat me with derifiony and their 
pride is preparing to tread me under feet. 
Alas! marquis^ 

La vk i/lim o f prdr t f et la mart tm devoir *• 

I haye nothing to add to this. I inform 
yoiur curioiicy tha^ the day before yefterday 
we paflcd the Elbe, and that to-morrow we 
ihall march toward Leipfic^ where I intend to 
be on the 31ft, and where I hope we (hall have 
a battle ; if we havcj you (hall receive fuch in« 
^mation as time and chance (hall bring for(h. 

Adieu, my dear marquis ; do not forget me, 
hxt be aiTured of my edeem. 




LETTER XCIII. 
From the King. 

Torgfttti November 5, i76o» 

1 HAVE this day, the 5th of Novem- 
ber, received a letter from you, my dear mar-^ 

* When all is loft^ and hope it no morc^ life 11 a difgracei 
and death a'dutj* 

I quis. 
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quis, dated on the 25th of September. You 
perceive our correfpondencc is very in-egular* 
Oh God ! How many things have happened 
lince that time ! 

We have juft beaten the Auftrians. Both 
armies have loft a prodigious number of men. 
The vidory will perhaps afford us fome tran- 
quillity during winter, and nothing more ; next 
year all will be to begin again. 

A ball has grazed the top of my bread, but 
the wound is only a contufion ; ftme pain with- 
out danger, which docs not prevent me from 
ifting as ufual. 

t am occupied in making many neceffary ar^ 
rtngements; in fine, I will end the campaign td 
the beft of my abilities, which i^ all that can b^ 
required of me; in other rcTpefts my manner of 
thinking is the fame as it was eight days ago. 

/^eu, tny dear marquis; do not forget met 
.^ut be cextftifl of my fnoAdlhip. 



LtT- 
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LETTER XCIV, 

From the King. 

MeiflSm, November I0| X7&i# 

You ought before this to be informed of 
every thing that relates to me, from the letter 
which I fent from Torgau, By this you will 
have learned, my dear marquis, that my con- 
tufion was not dangerous ; the ball had loft a part 
of its force in making its way through a thick 
pelifle, and a velvet coat, which I wore; fo that 
the fternuRi was ftrong enough to refift its im* 
pulfe. This I can aflure you was to me an affair 
of fmall moment, my whole thoughts being bent 
on death or vidtory, 

I have driven the Auflrians as far as the gates 
of Drefden, where they occupy their camp Ojf 
laft year, my whole fcience being infufiicient to 
diflodge them. The city it is faid is deftitute of 
magazines; fliould this be true, famine may effcft 
what the fword cannot. Should however thefc 
people obftinatcly remain in their pofition, I 
Ihall fee myfelf obliged to pafs the prefent win- 
ter, like the preceding^ in cantonments exceffive- 
ly confined; and the troops will all be employed 
7 to 
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to form a line^ that we may keep footing in 
Saxony. 

This it muft be owned is a very gloomy pro- 
fpeft^ and an ill reward for the immenfe fatigues 
and labours whicli the campaign has coft« My 
only fupport amid fo many contradiAions is 
philofophy. This is the (Uff on which I lean> 
my fole confolation in thefe times of trouble and 
general fubverfion. 

You will perceive, my dear marquis, that 1 
am not inflated by fuccefs ; I relate things a& 
they really are. 'The world, perhaps, dazzled 
by the fplendor of viftory, will judge othdrwifcv 

Oe bin on now anie^ fei ncmgimjffoni*. 

This is what happens oftener than is ima- 
gined; of that be aflTured. To be properly efti- 
tnated, things (hould be clofely infpefted. A^ 
in what manner I will, the numbers of my ene- 
hiics overwhelm me : this is the caufe of my 
misfortunes, and of every thing affliding tlut 
has befallen me, which it was not poffible to 
avoid. 

I do not imagine I (hall fee you this winter, 
tinlefs Europe Ihould entertaih more pacific fen* 
timents : for this I wi(h, but dare not flatter myfelf 
it will be fo. We have faved our reputation 

* Though envied at a diftance, here we groan andXveep* 
VOL. \. R by 
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by the battle of the 3d; do not, however, fup*' 
pofe our enemies are fo weakened as to be 
obliged to make peace. The affairs of prince 
Ferdinand are in an ill train ; and I fear the 
French will this winter preferve thofe advan- 
tages which they have gained over him during 
the campaign. 

In fine, all objeAs appear as dark as if I were 
inclofcd in a tomb. Have fome compaflion on 
my prefent fituation; recoiled I make ufe of no 
difguife, except that I do not relate all my ap- 
prehenfions, cmbarraflmetits, and griefs. 

Adieu, dear marquis. Write to me Qcca- 
fionally ; and do not forget a poor devil who, ten 
times a day, curfes his fatal exiftence, and who 
wiflies he were in thofe abodes from which no 
man returns, to bring intelligence. 



LETTER XCV. 
From the King. 

MY DEAR MARQUIS, NovYmK^TSo. 

I PERCEIVE I am made to fpeak and 
write when I have leaft thought of fo doing. 
1 have not written to Seidlitz fince the day of 

the 
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tlie battle; and the news of our pretended con- 
tinuation of fuccefs has certainly been fent by 
fome pcrfon whom I know not. We have 
taken fome prifoners^ but the number only ap- 
proaches eight thoufand men, and not twelve 
thouiand; nor (hall we take Drefden^ but (hall 
pafs a difagreeable and vexatious winter; and 
every thing mud again be begun with the be- 
ginning year. 

Thefe are truths, however difagreeable; and 
in thefe you may place more faith than in the 
popular rumours, which are purpofcly fpread^ 
either that they mayj-each the ear and intimi- 
date the enemy, or to revive a fpark of hope in 
the people, arid infpire them with courage* 
The following line, from Semiramis, you may 
apply to us i 

AUkurs on nous envlr^ let nous gimijfons'^* 

We are obliged to make ourfelves frontiers^ 
by laying wafte a ^art of the country, to pre-* 
vent the enemy from molefting us in our winter 
quarters. We (hall not be able to quit the 
field before the end of the month. Imagine 
what muft be the fatigues and vexations I fup- 
port; judge what my difficulties muft be, by 

* Sec the tranfiation in the laA lettel-. T. 

R 2 repre- 
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rcprcfcnting to yourfelf that I am obliged tolub-* 
lift and pay my army by induftry. 

Add to this^ I have no company; I am de-^ 
prived of the fociety of every pcrfon I love, 
and am myfclf reduced to pafs my life in divid- 
ing my time between fruitlefs labours and innu- 
merable fears. This is no flattering pidure ; 
but it paints things as they are^ and (hews ho^ 
difagreeable is my (ituation. 

How different is it, my dear marquis, to view 
thefe objeds at a diftance, through a deceitful 
prifm by which they are embellifhed ; and to 
examine them clofely, naked as they are, and 
ftripped of their tinfel ornaments! Vanity of 
vanities ! Vanity of victories ! With this fen- 
tence of thefage do I conclude; it comprehends 
all things, and in itfelf contains refledions whick 
every man ought to make, but which feldom arc 
made. 

Adieu, dear marquis. Be not fo credulous in 
your belief of public reports, but continue your 
fricndflbip to me. 
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Jl. E T T E R XCVI. 
From the Marquis d'jfrgens. 

@ I ]( E> Berlin, November 28, 176c* 

JriOW co«M your majcfty imagine that, 
fick or well, I (hould heiitate a moment to repair 
to Leipfic, there to have the happincfs to fee 
you ? Werif 1 unable to travel in a coach, I 
would be carried in a litter; nothing (hould pre- 
vent me from Enjoying a pleafure which I have 
fp much defired to enjoy. I wiU therefore de« 
part the vejy moment I (hall receive your or- 
ders; and will remain with you, if you pleafe, 
not only fome weeks, but three months. I 
Ihall only require your permifljon to depart, and 
return to Berlin, at the beginning of March ; 
becaufe that, for thefe five years, I have been 
fubjeft to a chronic difeafe, which never fails 
to vifit me about the middle of March. It is an 
effervefcence of the humours, with fome fits of 
fever. When I keep myfelf warm, and obferve 
a fevere regimen, I only am indilpofed for 
about three weeks; but, (hould I nott^ke every 
neceffary precaution, the humour would fall upon 
the inteftines, and produce very ferious acci- 
dents, fuch as thofe which at Breflau, and the 
R 3 year 
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year afterward at Hamburg, brought me to the 
brink of the grave, 

I know that to a hero, like you, death ap- 
pears an objedt of the utmoft indifference. But 
you never faw the fpeftre except under the form 
of fame; were you to behold him accompa- 
nied by the dyfentery and diarrhea, you would 
confefs that the mod intrepid grenadier would 
tremble at a death fo difagreeable. 

You, fire, are a viftorious king, but not a 
king prophet ; and I well perceive you better 
underftand the art of gaining baftles than that of 
making predi&ions. In one of your rapturous 
fits, you foretold the Auftrians would keep the 
poft of Land (hut ; and M. de Catt yefterday in- 
formed ipe of the good news which has arrived, 
that your troops had occupied this advantageous 
poft. We coi^verfed much concerning your 
majefty, whom he loves with all his heart. But 
where is the man who does not love you ? 

M. de Catt departs to-day \yith M. Gottikow- 
iky, who every day is taking additional trouble 
to regulate the affairs of Bprlin. He is really a 
man of an excellent heart, and a worthy citi- 
zen. Would you had many Jike him ! The 
greateft gift fortune can beftow on a kingdom, 
is that of a citizen zealous for the good of the 
public, and of his mafter; and, to the honour of 

the 
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the city of Berlin be it faid, I have in the mod 
critical times feen many of its inhabitants whofe 
virtues the hiftorians of old Rome would have 
recorded to all pofterity, had they lived in their 
times. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER XCVir. 
From the Marquis ^Argens. 

S I R. £f Berlin, March 23, 1 761. 

I BEGIN by thanking your majefty for 
the favours with which you have deigned to ho- 
nour me; indeed every letter I write ought to 
begin thus. What moment of my life is there 
that is not diftinguiflied by fome aft of kind- 
nefs which you have done me ? You have, 
rendered it impoffible for me ever to defcrve 
your benefadions ; J have no means of repaying 
them but with gratitude, which, f\re, I (hall 
eternally prefervc, 

I have been to Sans-Souci ; the palace is in 
very good order, as is the garden likewife ; and 
with refpeft to the gallery, St. Peter's at Rome 
cjxcepted, it is pad difpute the fineft in the 
.wOrld. My furprize at feeing it was extreme, 

R 4 nor 
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nor could I ever have believed it would havs 
produced half the efFcft. It is no\V entirely 
finifhed. 

I wait with impatience, fire, which you know 
to be conftitutional in me, for news of the taking 
of Caffel, of which I flatter myfelf your majefty 
will inform me. I have already made my 
arrangements for the fcaft which I mean to give 
to fifty invalids. 

I hope your majefty will not forget the tra- 
gedy of Malagrida, I s^m now reading three vo- 
lumes compofed fropi the different pieces which 
the king of Portugal has caufed to be publifhcd, 
and which make me fhudder with horror. I 
am tempted to write two fermons, in the cha- 
rafter of a quaker, to (hew how happy is that 
religion which does not admit of priefts. Thefe 
wretched times are equally unfortunate, view 
them on what fide we will; whether we confider 
them as produftive of the moft cruel wars, or 
examine the political engines that are put in 
motion, or thofe played by the court of Rome^ 
worthy of hell itfelf. 

From the pieces which the court of Portugal 
has publifhed, the Pope appears to be a great 
fool; aqd his minifter, cardinal Torregiani, one 
of die moft wicked men in Europe. As you 
will certainly haye fomething to tra^faft with 

hin^ 
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him at the conclufion of peace, I hope you will 
make him fenfible of the refpeA which a prieft 
in red breeches owes to kings. You are equally 
formed to avenge, as you are tq combat and 
vanquifh, your fellow monarchs. 

Here is a L,etter, written, as it fliould feem, 
by a French officer, againft the Univerfal Hi(lo« 
ry of Voltaire : I imagine you will think the 
cenfures that relate to war tolerably good ; 
the remainder appear to me to be either falfe or 
feeble. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER XCVIII. 
From tb€ King. 

Undated. 

Vanity of vanities ! Vanity of poll- 
tics I This apophthe^ of the fage, which I, un- 
worthy as I am, cite, is very applicable, my 
dear marquis, to our fine political reafonings, 
which we this winter made at Leipiic; fo true 
is it that what appears mod probable has often 
the leaft veracity. 

The Auftrians have twice changed their plan 

3 ^f 
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of campaign^ fince I have been here. I 4o aor^ 
I aflure you, remain with my arms croffed, but 
am determined to oppofe every wound which 
the enemy wifhes to inflid. Do not itngginc 
we ihall this year have peace; in defpice of the 
mod concluliive arguments, in defpite of fo many 
probabilities, peace there will be none. Should 
fortune not forfake me, I will rid myfelf of my 
difficulties to the beft of my power. And muft 
I then continue this year to dance on the rope, 
and vault dangeroufly, whenever it (hall^pleafe 
their Apoftolic, moft Chriftian, and mpft Mufco- 
vite Majefties to fay. Dance, marquis * > 

You reafon very well relative to the circum- 
cifed. Oh ! How hard is the human heart ! 
It is faid I have friends j yes, and excellent 
friends they are, who very peaceably (land ftill 
and fay — ^* I wifti you every happinefs.*' — " But 
" I am drowning ; throw me a rope I*' — ^' No, 
^^ you will not be drowned." — " Nay, but I am 
*' abfolutely finking !'* — *^ We hope the con- 
" trary ; and, if you fliould difappear, be per- 
** fuaded we will write you a very fine epitaph." 

Such, marquis, is the world, and fuch are tt^c 
very fine compliments paid me on all fides. The 
happy genius of our monarchy, and almoft mi- 
raculous good fortune, mufl be our allies; add to 

* That IS, of Brapdenburg. ^ T. 

thefc 
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jthefe onr arms, our legs, vigilance, aftivity, 
valour, and perfeverance. With this aid we 
may find the equilibrium of the tottering fcales, 
though Mr. Pitt has not been able to. difcover 
the centre of gravity. Such recoUedtions occa- 
fion me to confign myfclf over to Lucifer four 
times per day j I then return to my Gaffendi, 
next to my third book of Lucretius; and thus 
is a 'very lingular combat between ambition and 
philofophy maintained in my mind. 

I am fo bufy at prefent with a hundred thou- 
fand regulations, that I fcarcely remember Sans- 
Souci : I know not whether I (hall ever fee it 
more. But you, my dear marquis, you and phi- 
lofophy aremyxonfolation, my afylum, and my 
glory ! 

That I may fend you fome news, however, 
that may intereft you, I muft inform you that 
we (hall remain tranquil on this fide till the 15th 
of July; and that, (hould fortune fmile on me 
between this and then, I may ftrike a blow fuch 
as our enemies expert the lead. You will foon 
know what it is. Every thing has been well 
weighed; we have but to fee whether the execu- 
tion will correfpond. 

Adieu, my dear marquis. 

P. S. Pardon, my dear marquis, the bad writ- 
ing, and the negligence of the ftyle : when a man 

I is 
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is poffeflcd by the devil, he peitli?r writes in th^ 
f legi^c nor the Attic (afte. 

L E T T i; II' XCIX. 

from the Marquis d^Argens. 

S I R £» Berlin, March aS, 1761^ 

I TAKE the liberty to fend your ma- 
jcfty the Letter on Voltaire which I had the ho- 
nour to mention to you the laft time I wrote. 
The copy that had been lent me was afked for 
again, nor could I obtain one from the bookfe^- 
lers before to-day. 

We have ill news here concernbg the check 
which the army under prince Ferdinand bas. met 
with, but I hope the evil is not half fo great as it 
is reported to be ; had not Caflel been taken, 
this would have been very vexatious. 

To counterpoife this bad intelligence, we have 
a relation at Berlin of the advantage gained by 
general Syburg over the army of the Empire, 
which confoles us in fome meafure for the mif- ^ 
fortune of the allies 

The zeal I have for your majefty obliges me 
tofpeak what I think. While M, de Catt (hall 

remain 
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remain with you^ it is certain that you will pof- 
fefs one of the moft worthy of men. The mod 
profound fecrecy will be kept relative to your 
literary occupations ; nor will the curiofity of 
the public, and of numerous individuals, be gra- 
tified as it formerly has been. The moft fecret 
pieces which you compofed, four or five years 
ago, are now in the poffeffion of a hundred peo- 
ple, M. de Catt, fire, knows not, nor will he 
ever know, the juftice I do liim : but I have more 
effential reafons than you perhaps may imagine 
for giving you this information ; and your ma- 
jefty may well believe I do not fpeak thought- 
lefsly, or without foundation, on fuch a fubjedt. 
Never admit a man whom you have not proved 
into your interior apartments. 

I hope your majefty continues in good health, 
and that you will this year gain every advan- 
tage that fortitude, courage, and prudence can 
deferve over your foes. I am ftill convinced 
that all will be well; and that, after having re- 
•fifted Europe combined, yours will be the glory 
.ta conclude a good and honourable peace, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LET. 
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LETTER C 

From the Marquis d* Argent. 

S I R E^ Berlini April i^ i7^u 

Your edition is proceeding with all 
fpeed, and you may be certain of having it 
about the 12th of this month. It is very for- 
tunate that we poflefs a copy of your works, as 
they were printed at the palace ; for that which 
you have fent us of the Dutch edition is full of 
errors, and mutilated words, Yoii haVe read it 
haftily ; and it has happened to you as to all 
authors, who, knowing their works by rote^ 
fcarcely can perceive errors of the preft. When- 
ever we difcover one, we recur to my copy, and 
according to that we corredl. 

I know not, fire, whether you have been 
informed that the divines of Amfterdam have 
deliberated concerning preaching againft your 
work, and their intention fo to do has been an^ 
npunced in all the papers. This rumour, how- 
ever ridiculous it may be, has induced me to 
change a fingle word in the Epiftle to Marfhal 
Keith, for it is that againft which they declaim 
the loudeft. The word I allude to is in the fol* 
lowing line : 
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Alle%y IJches Chritiens^ que ksfeux Aemelsy Ifc, * 

The word Chretiens muft abfolutely be erafed, 
for it would offend all the foolifti part of Europe, 
who outnumber the wife more than a hundred 
to one. I was exceedingly perplexed concern- 
ing the alteration. I firft intended to have fub- 
ftituted jilleZy laches mortels ; but the word mor" 
ttls rhymes with eternels : this would have 
been a fault, becaufe the hemiftich ought not 
to rhyme with the end of the line. The words 
iigofs and devots want dignity. At lafl: I wrote 
the line thus : 

jfflcXf mortels crainftftf que letfeux iiemeht &fr. -j- 

I ftiould gladly have waited for your ma- 
jcfty's correftion ; but it could not have arrived 
in time, and the edition muft have been de- 
layed. Should you not be fatisfied, yoii may 
fend me a different reading, and the leaf may 
be cancelled, which will be the work of half 
an hour ; but I entreat your majefly to erafe 
the word Chretiens. You have the probity, the 
courage, and the wit of Julian : but when he 
treated the Chriflians as cowards, three foun|||| 
;of the empire ftill remained pagans; whereas,' 

* Cow-ardly Chrifluin8» let fires eternal, &c ^ 

t Fearful mortals, &c. 

at" 
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at prefent, ttere is not a man from Lifbon td 
Archangel who does not call himfelf Chriftian. 
If I, who have the honour to be the high prieft 
of your majefly's fed^ think this word ofTenfive, 
what effeft mufl: it produce on the diind of a 
catholic, or a zealous proteftant } 

1 now come to your Ode on the Geimans^ 
On the faith of an Epicurean, on the £uth of a 
philofopher, in fine, on the faith of a man who 
hates falfehood, I never have read any thing 
which pleaTed me more. You havfc written a 
hundred charming thihgs, full of (Irength and 
energy ; but, in my opinion, you have ncvet 
written better. I have read your work five 
times, and have five times thought it admira* 
ble. The only defefts which I imagined I per- 
ceived are in a fingle ftrophe, which begina 
thus : 

Ha ! Ji Ufang coulaii comme au temps de voi p^rei% f^Cm ^ 

This is a beautiful line, as are the three which 
follow ; but the fenfe of the fifth feems to mc 
disjointed : 

m De eee vfurpateurs dont le fer s^eji foumuy ^u f 

This line mud be connefted with the firft; 

^ Did blood flow now, as in our fathers' times. 
,4* Of thofc ufurpers whofe enflsmng fwords* 

and 
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knd the conftrudionof 'iMd blood flow now/' 
muft agree widi that of the preceding verfe : 

De voire SSert/, de vot dmiti^ de vatfrincetf 
De cu ujurfa$ewri dont kfer i^efiftmrnut &ff • * 

The four laft lines of the fame ftrophe appear 
likewife to me to be feeble, and not to conclude 
the fenfe of the firft. Precifion requires that 
the word Ji (if) Ihould be followed by the word 
mats (but) : 

Hal Jikfimg cwhA cmrne du icn^ de vot fires^ dc. 
Mm Un*^ repaudu que four «oo$ tyrauifm 

The ufe of the word mats can eafily be avoided, 
though it mud neverthelefs be underftood. 

There is another objedionable line in the 
fanie Oxophe — Si vos puijjam armemem %. The 
words puijfans and armemens rhyme^ and pro- 
duce a difagreeable found. 

Thisy fire, is all which the moft rigid criu- 
cifm has to allege : the remainder of your Ode 
is admirable^ and fuperior to cenfure, nay, I 
almoft dare fay, to caVil ; all is fublime, all it 
clear, all is bold yet correft ; nor does the ar- 

* Of your Ubertiesy your Eves, yoor kingi $ of thofe 
ttfurpen whofe enfltting fwords, &c* 

f Did blood flow now, &c. But, ah ! it it for tyrants 
•nlyflkcd. 

X If jom poweiful annamentt, 

VOL. X. S dour 
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dour of the thoughts in the leaft injure the juft- 
ncfs of the diftion. 

I have the honour to be, &€• 



LETTER CI. 
From the King. 

Undated. 

. The verfe in the Epiftle to Marlhal 
Keith may be thus correded, and there will 
then be only one word altered : 

jllkzf Idches humaitUf que lafiux itemdt. 

Here is the ftrophe to which you objedt, fuch 
as I have correfted it : 

jib !ji a fang couUui eomrne au Un^ de vat fiftt. 

Pour ahmfftr Porgual de ces roii fuigmnaint^ 

De ces ufurpaieurs dotU lefer t*e/tfoume 

De voi vqfiet itais les plui ricies frovinceif 

Rsvaux ioujoun jalouxf itemelt ennemu 

De voire Uerte, de voe droksf de vos frmcet / 

Mate vos crude armemens 

Somlleni vos iras parricides^ 

Chudds par les EumSmdeSf 

Du meurtre de vos parens ♦• 

This 



* Did Uood flow now» as in our fatherg tixneii 
Tkc pride of {anguiaary kings t' abafe. 



hU 



C0RR£Sl>01IX>£NCE. 259 

This, my dear marquis, is all I could do for 
your fcrvice : the fiend of war Has at pre- 
fent exorcifed the demon of poetry ; and the 
numerous meafures I have to take, and the af- 
fairs I have to regulate, abforb almofl: my whole 
time. I thank you for the care you have be- 
llowed on the edition which has excited fuch 
clamours, which I hope will be fome little al« 
layed by the new one ; if not, I fliajl take com- 
fort, and not indulge in defpair. 

Adieu, tny dear marquis. 



i. E T T E R CII. 
From the Marquis d^Argcns^ 

S J R £> Berlin, Apr! 4, 1761, 

I W ILL not tell your majefty how much 
I have been grieved at the n^ews of the railing 

And of nfurpcrt, whofe enflaving fwords 

The richclb diftrids of your ftattfs have conquered. 

Eternal rivals, and eternal foes 

To freedom, arts, and kings, that once were yours, 

'Twere fomething then ; bat now, like parricides. 

Your bloody fekhions, which the furies wield 

I« rage^ alight on thofe who gave you life. 

S 2 of 
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of the ficge of CaffjA ; you will from your- 
felf imagine what I have fuffered ; but I have 
fcen fo many difagrecable events happily re* 
paired, during this war, that I flatter myfelf it 
will once more be the fame. 

M. Gottfkowiky is returned fix>m the Ruf- 
fians^ where he has encountered c<mfiderable fuf- 
ferings and dangers. He fuppofed be would 
have been arrefted as a hoftage : but this was 
one of the lead of his troubles^ for he was 
feveral times in danger of death. He is really 
a brave and good citizen. He has concluded 
the affair of the contribution^ concerning which 
I muft recal to your majefty's recolleftion 
what I wrote to you fix months ago. Should 
the contribution be raifed in the manner of that 
which was paid to Haddick, more than tea 
thoufand fouls will quit Berlin ; for they will 
prefer to go and fcek their fortune elfewherc, to 
the aA of paying a fum equivalent to all they 
can earn in two years. 

I fear left no man in place (hould have re- 
prefented this truth to your majeft]^; but the zeal 
I have for your perlbn will not pemiit me to 
diflemble. I entreat your pardon for the li- 
berty I take ; but it has been occafioned by my 
perceiving the prefent, ftate of affairs^ and how 
many people have prepared to quit the coun- 
try : 
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cry : filence therefore wcmld have been guilt. 
There is a means of paying the contribution 
without becoming burthenfome cither to yom: 
majefty, or to the metropolis ; and the prpjeft 
which the merchants, who have advanced great 
fums, have formed, appears %o me to be a good 
ene^ and eafy of execution. Ygu, fire, how- 
ever, \fi\l judge a hundred times bettor than I 
can of this bufinefs, and will always aft for the 
beft. May heaven preferve you for your faith- 
ful fubjefts wd fervants, and all wiU then b? 
well. 
I have ;he honour to be, Sep, 



-fTT" 



LETTER cm. 
Frm ibf Marquis ^^^/»j, 

jSIREi Berlin, April 17, 17(1. 

V/^E (hall not &il to infcrt the errata, 
but moft of the errors had been gqrrefted by 
cancels s nor will you now find the word pieJs 
(feet) inftead oigenom (luiees)^ What can a 
poor corredor of the prefs dp with fucl^ wretch- 
ed printers ? He reads thrf e revifes, renders 
^he (hect ccnrreft, and the compofitor who is tq 
S 3 alte? 
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alter the laft proofs lets a line fall, fcatters the 
letters, aqd the corredtor is in defpair. 

One of the journeymen printers thought pro- 
per, on his own authority, to correft the word 
genouxy and to infert that of pieds ; telling his 
comrades that he underflood the French, and 
that he well knew what he was doing. To pre^ 
vent things like thefe, it is neceflary permiffion 
(hould be given to punifli fuch wretches. 

The fecond edition has been begun, the 
firft having been bought up before it was 
finifticd, by thofe who had previoufly purchafed 
the copies. More than half of that edition is 
already printed, in which there are none of the 
faults that there were in the firft. • 

I have been four days in fearch, fire, of your 
Chinefe Letters, but none of the bookfellers 
have them : they did not know the work. At 
laft one of my friends yefterday brought rae a 
copy, as a new publication ; by which it feems 
that it is come into the hands of the bookfellers 
fine? I fent to enquire. If your majefty will but 
cede thefe fix Chinefe Letters to me, I will 
barter fix volumes of the Jewifh Letters in re- 
turn. You have pqrfeftly attained the end at 
which you aimed, Which was to load not only 
with ridicule, but Ukewife with fliame, the pope 
and the court of BLome. There is nothing fu- 

perfluous 
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perfluous in your work, nor any thing forgotten 
which could render it ufcful. Pleafantry, if I 
may ufe a phyfical phrafe, is the only vehicle 
which induces the catholic readers to fwallow 
thofe ftrong dofes that abound in your work, - 
and which, ftripped of the. ornaments of witty 
raillery, would have difpleafed many of your 
readers. Your Letter on the Eleftion of Popes 
is charming; nor is that lefs fo which is written . 
on the priefts, that each invokes his god, and 
eats him as he defcends. The ceremony of 
the confecrated fword is peculiarly admirable. 
' Who can have informed your majefty of all 
thefe ridiculous ceremonies ? Did I not know 
that baron von Polnitz is at Magdeburg, I 
Ihbuld have fuppofcd he had revealed all the fe- 
crets of the holy mother church, into the 
bofom of which he has for the third time en- 
tered. 

The only objeftion I can find to your work 
is the manner in which it is printed. You 
complain of the errors in the edition of the 
T^efies Diverfes ; but what would you have faid, 
had you feen the Letters of your Manda-* 
rin? You cannot have a fatherly affeftion, if 
the bowels of your compaffion would not have 
been moved, thus to have feen your child fo 
cruelly laceratedi A new edition is making of 
S 4 this 
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this work at Berlin, which will be much more 
correft^ efpccially in punduatipn. 

Nocwithftanding all which your m^efty has 
doi>e me the favour to write to me, I am ilill 
ready to wager that the French will make peace 
toward the end of June ; and thus^ fire, do I 
fo^nd my hopes : 

TWe are two parties in France^ the one for 
peace^ the other for war. The firft unfavour- 
able accident that (hall happen will occafion 
the party for peace to exclaim aloud ; the pep* 
pie, the parliaments^ the merchants, will all join 
in chorus : and the party for war will either be 
entirely overthrown^ or at lead obliged to yield; 
efpedally under a weak governments which has. 
fullered the parliament of Thouloufe to publifli 
an axr^t which condemns any one who (hall 
dare to levy taxes, that have not been appro* 
ved by the parliament, to death. 

Your majeily, perhaps, will anfwec my opi- 
nion is founded in the hope that the French 
will receive fome check; but this hope is to 
me a certainty : for the accompli(hment of it 
I refer to prince Fe^dinand^ to Mr. Pitt, and to 
the l^ngUCh fleets. In fine, fire, the prophecies 
1 make will not be very diftant in their acconv- 
plKhment; and I confent that your majefty 
(hould tell me I am incapable of oracular fury, 

or 
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or of b^g numbered among the feers^ or even 
the minor prophets, nay among makers of al- 
manacs, if I do not announ^^e the truth, 
1 have the honour to be, ice. 



LETTER CIV. 
ly^m tie King. 

MY PEAR MARQUIS, Undated* 

I SHOULD rather fpcak \p you of 
peace than of our preparations for the. cam-i 
paign ; but, not to deceive you, I inform you of 
things as they are. I have too many indications, 
and ha,ve heard too many anecdotes, to doubt 
that the queen of Hungary is not bent on war« 
Thie cartel has again been infringed, in defpite 
of the folemn engagements that were mutually 
enteredinto for its execution. A feature fo ftrong 
as this, and fo evident a wane of £uth, fufficiently 
prove that the queen of Hungary, determined 
to tempt the perils of the campaign, thinks it 
her intereft to deprive me of my imprifoned 
troops as long a3 Ihe can. 

Nor do I judge from this alone ; there are 
many other circumftances which accord, and 
difcover tl^e myftery of iniquity. Let us there- 
fore 



a66 TostnvMovs works. ^ 

fore leave the people in the flattering hopes of 
a fpeedy peace ; and, though undeceived your- 
fclf, let them remain -in error, 

I expeft nearly the fame events which hap- 
pened to us iafl year, without knowing whedier 
wc (hall have the fame good fortune. One fatal 
moment may overthrow the edifice which wc 
have hitherto fuftained, well or ill, by labours 
immenfe. But l^t thefe things be as it (hall 
pleafe heaven; I enter the campaign like a ^ 
man who throws himfelf into the fea head fore- ' 
mc(V. To fpdeavour to forefee all the ill that can 
happen, would be to engender hypochondria ; 
to take no forefight, would be to be guiky of 
the error of being caught unprovided. I fay ' 
to myfelf that all the good that is hoped, or ill 
that is feared, never literally comes topafs ; from ' 
each we muft make large abatements. Let me 
add my enemies are fo numerous, that I can • 
only make a war of obfervation, and let the 
labours of the day fufEce for the day itfelf. So * 
much for military politics. 

I pafs at prefent to the fubjeft of your letter, 
in which you fpeak of the ne>^ tragedy of 
Voltaire. I have read it once more, and find ' 
affefting fituations in it, which- he has employed 
to advantage; -but I certainly do riot <ledare ' 
myfelf the partifan of his alternate verfes. I 

know 
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know not what effed they may produce on the 
ftagc, but in the clofet they appear to me pro* 
QdCy and in fome parts in the opera ftyle. The 
piece in general is not good; the opening of 
the plot is embroiled; there is much ufelefs 
reafoning; fome of the charadlers are ill fup- 
ported^ and ill marked ; few of the fententious 
lines are worthy of being committed to me- 
mory ; and there is a want of probability^ in 
more than one palTage, which offends and 
(hocks the reader. I believe, (hould Voltaire 
live much longer, he will put his Univerfal 
Hiftory into madrigals, or epigrams. True it 
is, dotage is apparent in his tragedy ; but you 
muil allow it is the dotage of a great man. 
Juftice Ihould be done, and the homage render- 
ed to his genius which is its due. 

I have feen an anonymous criticifm on hii 
Univerfal Hiftory, the author of which I fup- 
pofe to be a Janfenift; for he dwells much on re* 
ligion, and on various indifferent opinions which 
Voltaire has maintained. It might' be paflav. 
ble, had not the author been fo full of gaO, and 
Jiad he foftened fome offenfive expreffions. 

I am really alhamed, my dear marquis, of 
the letter I write to you : inftead of fighting, 
and preparing ibr my campai^, I write an 
^nalyfis on n^w workst This brings to my re- 

colleftion 
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colleftion what was faid hj the tire-woman of 
Anne of Auilria to Louis XIII. who was ftring- 
ing pearls — ^^ You are acquainted^ fire, with 
every trade except your own."— —Forgive ae 
this proof of erudition, and the dulnefs of my 
long letter, remembering the efteem and friend- 
fliip which I Ihall ever preferve for you. 
Adieu. 



LETTER CV, 

From the Marjuis d'Jrgens. 

SIRE, Berlin, April a3« ijGu 

T H E laft letter of your majcfty has 
afluaged' tHe affliftion which the two prece£iig 
had incited; that in which your majefty men^ 
tioned die expedition into Hefle, and the other 
in which you informed me that the cutel had 
been infringed. With refpeft to the afikir <^ 
Heffe, I at prefent regatd it, notwithftanding 
the ill fuccefs it has had, as exceedingly ufe* 
ful; becaufe I have no doubt but the loTs of the 
magazines, and the money requiiite to form 
others, in a country entirely ruined and laid 
waftc, are among the reafons which have induced 
the French to offer a fufpenfion of arms, at a 

time 



CORRISJPOKDBMCI. 969 

time when they appeared to befomuchfuperior 
in numbers to prince Ferdinand. 

With refpeft to the infringement of the car- 
tel, I very frankly tell your majefty, it is what I 
always thought would happen. The hiftory of 
the three laft ages has taught me to know the 
houfe of Auftria. The bafis of her fyftem refts 
on falfehood, which flie has always employed, 
even on occafions when there was no need of 
any fuch refourcc. 1 am well convinced it was 
hoped at Vienna that you would recruit your 
army with Irfs ardour, (hould you depend upon 
an exchange of prilbners. But your majefiy 
•was not the dupe of this ill-conceived artifice; 
and I am well afliired that the AiArians will 
lofe more than you by an infringement of the 
cartel. 

Nodiing, fire, is now to be feared on die 
fide of Halberftadt^ Magdeburg, and the new 
March; fo that you may employ yourfelf againft 
your remaining enemies* The ina6tivity of the 
French is excellent, both at prefent, and in the 
eifirfts which k will incontrovertibly produce. 
After the ftep which the French have taken in 
ofiering peace to England, they will not ftop 
filort in their plans to pleafe the Auilrians, who 
cannot but be in defpair to fee the negotiation 
with the Englifli begun; Such was the end of 
2 . the 
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the league of Cambrajr^ and fuch it has ever 
been my opinion will be the end of this war. 

From the manner in which .your majefty is 
pleafed to exprefs yourfelf^ I perceive you mean 
immediately to open the campaign, and to ac- 
quire new glory till your enemies ihall be 
obliged to be more reafonable. — ^While you, 
fire, are making marches and countermarches, 
and while you are gaining battles, I am tranilat- 
ing Plutarch, to the beit of my abilities, that you 
•may read it in language that will appear to you 
more fupportable dian the old French of Amioc 
I take the liberty to employ your copyift, who 
lives in my houfe, where all his wants (hall be 
provided for. I mean to pafs the fummer in a 
country houfe, five miles from Berlin, and there 
to work undiflurbed. My landlord has thought 
•proper to fell the houfe which I inhabit at Ber- 
lin ; and, fince I muft remove, I (hall immedi- 
ately tranfport all my furniture to Potfdam. 
With refped to myfelf, I have accepted an offer 
which has been made me of a country houfe be- 
tween Potfdam and Bamewitz, where I may 
walk and breathe a pure air. 

Your majefty need harbour no fears con- 
cerning the letters I (hall have the honour to 
write to you. This excepted, till I have the 
' honour to fee you once-more, I will fpeak of no 
4 ^ fubjeds 
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Jubjcfis but thftfe o( literature. When, I de- 
part for the country, which will be ia about 
twelve or fifteen days, I will take care to inform' 
your majefty; but your letters may be iddreffed 
to me at Berlin, whence they will be fcnt by the 
mafter of the poft-office to Barnewitz, from 
which place I (hall be difbmt only a quarter o£a 
mile. 

I have the honour to be, &c 



L E T T E |l CVI. 

fy-cm the Marquis ^Argens. 

SIRE, Bcdin, May 16, t76c« 

X HE public papers^ all affirm that your 
majefty is happily arrived in Silelia; and that, at 
your approach, your enemies have retreated to- 
ward Bohemia, I have no doubt that you wUl 
: .make a fuccefsfui campaign, worthy of a hero 
like you ; and that Fortune would blufh were (ht 
not finally to reward your conftancy and valour. 
The gazettes have faid that Vohaire had ob- 
tained leave to return to Paris; but the intelli- 
gence is not confirmed. Had the report been 
true, the repeal would have been occafioned by a 
Tery bad book. I would rather fufFer bani(h- 

ment 
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menc to the end of my exiftence, than once to 
have conceived the thought of fuch a work, 

I am bufy at my tranflation of Plutarch, and 
I hope a great part of it will be finiflied by the 
beginning of next year. I have you continually 
before my eyes ; and, while writing, inceflantly 
repeat to myfclf, *^ Beware— what will his ma-» 
^^jcftyfay?" 

To-morrow I depart for the country; your 
majefty will jcontinue to do me the favour to ad« 
drefs the letters you (hall pleafe to honour me 
with to Berlin; and M. Jordan, the poft-mafler, 
will deliver them faithfully. 

I hope your majefty enjoys good health. Ex- 
ercife^and occupation will diflipate the humours 
. which have been occafioned by the fedencary 
life of the winter : I am therefore determined to 
follow the advice of your majefty in this relpeft ; 
for I perceive I am mqre or lefs ill in my fto- 
mach, according to the more or lefs exercife I 
take. Do not, however, propofe to give me a 
company in a free battalion, unlefs you jQiall 
fLtSt ftipulate with ypur endrates not to fight be* 
fijre eleven o'clock in the morning. 

I have the honour to be, &rc. 



LET. 
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LETT E R CVIt. 
Pram the King. 

MY DEAR MARQUIS,^ Undated. 

1 HEAR with great plcafure that you arc 
gone into the countryi if you will but take ex- 
crcife it will coatribute to your health, and you 
will live more tranquilly there than atBerlin* 
I return you thanks for not having forgotten the 
tranflation of Plutarch, which I requefted you to 
undertake. You will render an important fer* 
vice to the republic of letters^ and to all lovers of 
antiquity *. Pray heaven that peace may precede 
the finlfliing of your work ; my fears are that 
it will be much otherwife. I am as incredulous, 
relative to the pacific fentiments of certain 
powers, as you are refpcfting the holy vial. I 
forefee rivers of blood muft ftill be flied ; and 
that fortune, to which all the powers commit their 
deftiny, muft magifterially decide. Sing her 
fome holy madrigal, my dear marquis; repeat 

* The French therofelvet are fo well fatisfied with the 
tranflation of Plutarch, by Amiot, that, notwithftanding its ob- 
folctc ftyle, they prefer it to any other that bat fincc been 
aiadcy and reprinted it at Paris in the year 1 784. T. 

VOL. X. . T her 
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her the end of your breviary ; and endeavour, if 
poffible, to render her propitious. I promUe 
her a (Ucue of gold, in imitation of the little fta- 
tiie which the Roman emperors prefervcd fo 
carefully in the chapel of their lares. 

Adieu, marquis; do not forget me; and re- 
main perfuaded of the elleem in which I hold 
you. 



LETTER CVIII. 

Frtm the Marquis d^Argens. 

9 I R £» Potfdamy June 6, 1761. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive one 
of your letters at Havelberg, the next day ano- 
ther at Rattenow, and I now anfwer yours from 
Potfdam. My fpafms in the ftomach had be- 
come fo frequent, that x\\t phylici^ns advifed me 
to make a journey for ten or twelve days, to 
(hake myfelf, and afterward to take the waters 
for a fortnight. Accordingly I went to Fchr- 
bcUin, from Fehrbellin to Kyritz, from Ky- 
ritz to Havelberg, from Havelberg to Rathc- 
now, from Rathenow to Barnewitz, and from 
Bamewitz I am returned to Potfdam. 

This journey of ten days has given me relief, 
and I fliall be obliged to your majefly not to 

take 
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lake it atnifs that I drink the waters of Sans- 
Souci for a fortnight^ that is to fay^ till the izd 
of June; after which I (hall return to Berlin^ or, 
guided by drcum(lances> (hall remain at Potfdamj 
till I can have tlie happinefs of once more feeing 
your majefty; nor do I think this fortiinate day 
very diftant, 

M« de Buffi is at London, and my lord Stan- 
ley * is at Paris; and it is my opinion thefe ne* 
gociators will travel with more fpeed than thofe 
of the congrefs of Augiburg. 

The gazettes are full of nothing but your 
treaty with the Turks; and they even add that 
you have received an envoy from the Ottoman 
Porte in your caolp. What makes me fufpeA 
the intelligence is that your majefty has not men-^ 
tioned a word of the Mu^fulman ambaflador, 
though I have the honour to be a great partifan 
of St. Mahomet, and have vifited, with exem- 
plary devotion^ the feven imperial mofques of 
Conftantmople. Should the fervants of the pro- 
phet become ufeful to us^ I will confent to make 
the pilgrimage of Mecca and Medina ; but, if 
Chriftian princes would but be reafonable, I 
fliould prefer peace to the advantage (^ feeing 
the meflenger of God, and of bringing home a 

* Notmylbrd, Mr.Staaiey. T. 

T 2 corner 
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corner of the cloth which covers the camel 
which annually bears a copy of the Alcoran to 
Mecca. 
Pondicherry muft be taken fince the laft bat- 
• tie which the French have loft under the walls of 
that town* Belleifle is at the laft gafp. The 
town is taken, and nothing but the citadel re* 
mains, which cannot be fuccoured. Thefc events 
lliduld naturally promote the negociations at 
London and at Paris. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CIX. 

From the King. 

Kunzendorffy June 7, 1761. 

Here we are, my dear marquis, ftill in 
the fame fituation. This profound calm may 
perhaps be the harbinger of a violent tempeft. 
This the end of the month may announce. I 
am prepared for good fortune or for ill. Sing a 
fliort hymn, however, to this fame fortune, of 
whofe proteftion we are in fo much need. The 
queen of Hungary is determined on war* I 
have five years fcrved as a brcaft-plate, to darts 

hurled 
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hurled by the court of Vienna, and to the barba- 
rity of her troops and thbfe of her allies. To fuffcr 
continually is a rigorous fentence; and I feel -^hat 
revenge, according to the faying of the Italians, 
may be a divinepleafure; we muft only be. careful 
to feize the moment. My philofophy has met 
with fuch rude aflaults that it fometimes forfakes 
me. Whoever, after having been infulted as I 
have been, Ihould ftill have the power over him- 
felf to pardon his enemies, without diflimulationt 
would be canonized. For my part, willing to 
cede my place in the legehd to the firft candi- 
date, I confefs my feeble virtue cannot attai|i 
this ftate of perfedtion ; and that I ftiould die 
fatisfied, could I, but in part, avenge the 
wrongs I have fuffered. But this muft be as my 
good angel, chance, or fortune, (hall pleafe. In 
the mean time, till fate (hall ifTue her com- 
mands, I ren^ain tranquil and folitary. I re- 
fleft, (ince refledt I muft, on the future ; and read, 
and employ myfelf in filence. 

There are prophets here who will have peace, 
others battles, and a third fet who refer us to tl^c 
year 1763 for the end of our warfare. Some of 
them muft prophefy rightly ; and accordingly 
they will become miraculous. .Such feers re- 
femble the almanac makers, or aflxologcrs, 
yfho write the words, rain, funftiine, wind, fair 
T 3 weather, 



weather, heat, and cold, to gratify the fuperfti^ 
tion of the people. I know not whether your 
countrymen will make peace or contii\\ie tte 
war. I am the doubtful dodor ; I know nothings 
except that it is my wifti again to find myfelf ia 
your company, in my little retreat, hx froni 
crimes, cabals, the heroic follies of lunatics, and 
the tumults of a too much agitated life; fuch 
as are found in my place, and in the crowd of 
courts. 

Adieu, my dear marquis; do not forget thofe 
who fi^t for you, and remain perfuaded of iny 
perfeft friendfliip. 




LETTER ex, 
From the Marquis d'Argens. 

SIRE, Potfdam, June ap,t 1761. 

I RETURN your majefly infinite thanks^ 
for your goodnefs in permitting me to take the 
waters for a fortnight at Sans-Soud : yet how 
could you imagine this place would make mc 
think of you more than another ? Wherever I 
anj, you, fire, are continually prefent to my 
idioughts; and your benefits, which follow me to 
all places, and my own gratitude, which is equal 

to 
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to diofe benefitSj inccflaotly make me remem* 
bcr how much I owe you. 

I fuppofe I (hall be at Berlin on the ifl: of 
July^ and that I (hall there daily hear fome 
good news. I have no doubt but that fortune 
will finally declare in your favour* Your knpw- 
ledge and your fortitude will make her deter* 
mine to aid the good caufe. 

I hear, fire, with inexpreffible joy, of the 
conclufion and figning of your treaty with the 
good and brave Muflulmcn; and, if thofe wor- 
thy children of the great prophet will but aft 
ferioufly, I can conceive no doubt of your [fu- 
pcriority over your enemies; efpecially fhould 
peace be concluded between the French and 
the Englilh. The latter apparently will not 
belye themfelves, for the firft time, and make a 
(hameful peace^ and injurious to their allies ; 
' for the Englilh of the two la(t wars are not thofe 
of the reign of queen Ann^; and they appear to 
pique themfelves, within thcfe twenty years, on 
repairing the blame incurred by their hafty 
feceffion before the battle of Denain. 

With refpeft to the Turks, fire, I muft own 
to your majefty, I cannot reconcile what you have 
told me of your treaty, and of the continuation 
of the war; for either they will aft or they will 
not. If they aft, how great will be your fupc- 
T 4 riority I 
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riority ! And, if they do not adt, I do not per- 
ceive the advantages of your treaty, for the tim^ 
prefcnt ; yet the time prefeat is the grand ar- 
ticle. 

In fine, while my feeble fight is not able to 
penetrate this obfcure cloud of politics, I am 
inceffantly praying that I may again fee yo^ 
tranquil, happy, and in the enjoyment of a pef.- 
manelft and honourable peace. Oh ;hat you 
could rid yoprfelf of all thcfe cares, and her.e 
calmly come to live in the bofom of the vts and 
belles lettres at Sans-Souci ! This charming 
abode daily becomes more pjeafant aiid more 
magnificent. I twice a day go to admire the 
moft beautiful morfel of architefturc exifting, 
except St. Peter's at Rome. The eye continu- 
ally meets new pleafure, while it contemplates 
this fuperb edifice. 

The colonnade, likewife, is almoft finiflied ; 
and would have furprifcd the ancient Romans, 
had it been placed in the gardens of Auguilus. 
May peace, fire, foon procure you the pleafure 
of beholding all thefe beauties. 

1 have the honour to be, ^c. 



l^ET. 
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LETTER CXI. 
From the King. 

MY DEAR MARQUIS, July a, 1761- 

1 HAVE finiflied reading your Gaflendi, 
and to you I hold myfelf indebted for the im- 
preifion he has made upon me. The phyfical 
part of his work^ as it relates to the formation of 
bodies^ the units of which matter is compofed, 
and as far as it explains the fyftem of Epicurus^ 
I think exceedingly good. I own many diffi- 
culties may be raifed concerning hii angular, 
round, and pointed atoms : however it cannot 
be doubted but that, if there be primordial bo- 
dies, they mu(l differ in kind and fpecies, that 
their various compofition or arrangement may 
give birth to the four elements, and to the infinite 
produftions of nature. Thcfe elements of mat- 
ter likewife muft be impenetrable, hard, and fe- 
cure from defb:u<5tion. Epicurus and Gaflendi 
have maintained this, who certainly have difr 
covered fome truths, notwithftanding the impe- 
netrable veil by which they are hidden from 
our curiofity. 

I find very inftrudive parts in his treatife on 
inen, plants^ animals, and ftones ; and on the 

generatioi\ 



generation and corruption of animated beings, 
Epicurus and he have been obliged to admit a 
T^cuum^ that motion might be poifible. He like- 
wife fpeaks of attradioD, and of light, as if he had 
divined the truths which (he aftonUhing caku\^-r 
tions of Newton have demonftrated. 

I coofi^ifi I wk not fo well fatis^d with hi^ 
aftroRomy as with the re(t* Though h^ doea 
sot explajin himfelf» he feems to incline ta tl^e 
Ptolemean fyftenx i and dar^ not admit that of 
Copernicus, unlefs by difpenfation fron^ tlip 
Fope* His morality is t\o doubt die weakeft 
part (^ his work ; \ find nothing good in it, ex- 
cept that which regards the prudence of thofe 
who govern kingdoms : the remainder (metis too 
much of his redor, who divides, fubdivides;, s^d 
defines words, many of which he employs to fay 
very little. 

The article on freedom is the weakefl of alt. 
In bis ieventh volume he appears to have been 
in hade to finifii his work; peihaps Bernier, his 
tranilator and abbreviator, has not done hua 
juftice. To you, therefore, who can repair ta 
the foimtain head, I apply, that you may inform 
mc whether thefe errors appertain ta the philofo- 
pher or the traveller. 

Thus> my dear marquis, have I finifhed a 
long book> to do which I was in ha(te> left 

Laudohn,. 



Laudohn, wfeo affuredly is no philofopher^ 
(hould rudely have interrupted my ftvidics, I 
have at prcfent chofen fuch books as I coqld quit 
without regret. 

A propos of books-Tf-I am told that Voltaire 
ha^ written a fecond voluptie to his Candide« 
I^et me deiire you to order littl^ BeauTobr^ ;a 
fend it me. 

I this day received ibme melons from Sans* 
Souci, and when I faw them exclaimed — "Oh 
♦* too fortunate melons ! You have enjoyed a 
^^' fight of the marquis, which to me is forbid* 
^' dtor How drinks he the waters ? Do they 
[^^ agre? with him? Is he cheerful? Does he 
** walk ? Does he take exercife ?" — ^To all 
this would you believe it the melon anfwered not 
(i word ; apd to punitti his filence I ate him to 
youi* health. When the months of July, Auguftp 
September, aQd O^ber fliall be palled, I hope 
to write tq you ncrt on ipeculative but on prac- 
tical phUofophy. 

Adieu, my dear marquis ; cork up the cre- 
vices in yoor body well, that they may endure 
as long as the atoms, of Gaflendi, and may be 
fecure from malady, infirmity, and thofe difor- 
deni^bich menace our frail machine. Fhilofo- 
phize in tiunquillity, ****»**^*** 

and remain perfuadedof my friendlbip. 

In 
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In dcfpite of his ftyle and his Latin, Gaflendf, 
the great fcrutinijser of nature, remains doubt- 
ful between monfieur Mofes and mafter Epicu- 
rus. A lame fyftem, deftitute of truth and 
fcience, is no fyftem for me. Though, with a 
firm and vigorous ftep, he takes proof as his 
guide, he foon begins to reel ; and in his fear 
and exceflive prudence fooliflily fupports him- 
felf on the crutches of error. 



LETTER CXir. 
From the Marquis d'Argens. 

SIRE, Berlin, July 4, i76|, 

JtxT length Pondicherry, that had been 
attacked and blocked up for more than two years, 
is taken; and the news was received at Paris at 
the fame time when that of the viftory of prince 
Ferdinand arrived. It is affirmed the EngliQi 
fleet has failed on a new expedition. Should 
all this not accelerate the negociations of M. de 
Buffi at London, we muft conclude that every 
rule of prudence and good fenfe has been totally 
forfaken by the French miniftry. Let theolo- 
gians afterward invent tales, of the care which 
providence takes to place enlightened men at 
t}ie head of kingdoms. 

X When 
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When I examine the conduft of the French 
I continually have a wifti to write a work, intitled, 
•—The Contempt of the Creator for the Creature. 
How great muft be theaffliftion of Paris,'where fo 
many people are totally ruined by the lofs of 
Pondicherry ! And this is the refult of the ca- 
price of certain individuals, who were perfuaded 
they had difcovered the fined and mofl: fublime 
of political fyftems. What would Lx)uis XIV. 
fay, (hould he rife from the dead, and behold 
France much more loaded with taxes than it 
was during the laft years of the unfortunate war 
of the Spanifti fuccefiion ; and were he told that 
the Weft and Eaft Indies have both been loft; 
that the French colonies on tjie coaft of Africa 
are in the pofleflion of the Englifli ; that more 
than a hundred and fifty thoufand men have pe- 
riflied in Germany, either by difcafe or the 
fword ; and that all this has happened in confe- 
quence of an endeavour to increafe the power 
of the houfe of Auftria ? However great might 
be the aftoniftiment of the monarch, it would ftill 
be much augmented, when he (hould hear that 
all thefe things have been' occafioned by the 
counfels of a little huffey of the rue (or ftreet) 
St.Denis ; and under the direftion of a'bad poet, 
who was educated in the feminary of St. Sul- 
pice. 

The 
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The news which your msyefty has done me 
the favour to fend nxe^ hire given me infinite 
pleafure. I perceive you enjoy perfeft health; 
and with refped to the confequences of the 
war, I will never difturb my quiet, when I 
(hall know you are able to aft at the head oi 
your armies. I am well perfuaded your ene« 
xnies will finally be obliged to grant you a good 
and honourable peace ; and that all their vwi 
efforts will only have concurred to impart a 
new fplendour to your glory, and to immor- 
talize your conftancy and fortitude. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CXIII. 
Frm the Kiug. 

MY DEAR MARQUIS, '^^M^^fJ^u^ 

Your letter would furnifh me with ma* 
terials for ^ large philofophic conunentary. I 
fit)d it is neceflary to examine the extent of 
human reafbn^ the clouds by which it is oblcured^ 
and the illuiions which lead it into error. I 
could cite numerous examples, which hiftory 
affords, of the falfe reafoning, and the bad logic, 
3 of 
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of thofe >^ho govern kingdoms ; and we (hould 
findj after attentive examination, that the dif- 
fereiit manner of confidering objeAs, and tht 
paffions, prejudices, and fometimes an excefs 
of artifice, pervert the natural good fenfe which 
feems to be the inheritance of all men ; infomuch 
that fome rejeft with contempt what others dc- 
fire with ardour. You need but to extend tfaefe 
reflefUons, and apply them to what you have 
wdtten to me, in order to divine all I could fay 
oh the fubjedt. 

I am vexed that you have not peaceably oon- 
tmued to take the waters of Sans-Souci. Though 
your inquietude be a mark of the part you take 
in my fituation, I fear left it (hould be injurious 
to yourfelf ; and it cannot in the leaft aflfeA the 
confequences of the events of the campaign, 
which doftor Panglofs would tell you were ne- 
ceflary in this beft of poflible worlds. We ap- 
proach the moment when the denouement will 
begin to manifeft itfelf, and all will be in aAion. 
Recolle<ft thofe lines from the philofophical pbec 
Lucretius : 

* Bttty above all, 'tis plealanteft to get 
The top of high philofophy, and fit 
Oa the c^, peaceful, flouriihing head of it. Crkech. 

You 
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You know what follows. Between this and tte 
month of November there are now a hundred 
and ten days : thefe muft be pafled with fortitude 
and heroic indifference. Read once more Epic- 
tetus, and the Refleftions of Marcus Antoninus. 
Thefc are tonics for the relaxed fibres of the 
foul. 

I have taken every meafurc which I thought 
neceffary for my own defence. . Kaunitz is pre- 
paring to make redoubled attacks ; and I fear- 
lefsly behold his preparations, well determined 
to perifti or to fave my country. Though not of 
accident, we may be matters of our mind ; and 
not diflionour the dignity of our fpecies by a 
cowardly attachment to this world,' which, love 
it as much as we will, we muft one day leave. 
You will think me fomething of the ftoic, mar- 
quis ; but we are obliged to keep arms of every 
temperature in our-arfenal, to be employed as 
occafion fliall require. Were I with you at Sans- 
Souci, I fhould yield to the pleafures of your 
converfation; my philofophy would be then 
more gentle, and my refleftions lefs gloomy. 
The pilot and his failors muft be aftive fn a 
ftorm; they may laugh and take reft when they 
are fafe in harbour. 

I have 
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I have written what I thought of the works of 
•your countryman Gaflejidi, in which I find many 
things fuperior to his age, I only condemn 
his projed of leaguing Jefus Chriftwith Epicu- 
rus. Gaffendi was a theologian, and this was 
the confequence of the prejudice of education ; or 
it was the fear of the Inquifition, which firft made 
tim imagine fo whimfical a partnerlhip. We 
even fee he has not the courage to juflify the 
great Galileo. 

Bayle has extended all the arguments which 
Gaffendi had imagined : and to me it feems 
that the former is much the beft reafoner, from 
his dexterity in handling his fubjeft; and the 
perfpicuity of mind with which he has developed 
the moft diftant confequences of thofe princi* 
, pies more copioufly than any preceding philofo- 
pher had done. 1 have never feen the work of 
'Gaffendi, which you have mentioned, on Def* 
-cartes; I have nothing written by this philofo^ 
pher except what Bemier has tranflated. The 
refutation of the fyftem of vortices, the plenum, 
ramified matter, and innate ideas, if I am not 
•deceived, would afford him a fine field. May 
my enemies plans of campaign be as ridiculous 
as the fyftem of Defcartes ; may I refute them as 
. eafily by folid arguments, not in barbara, but de 
VOL. X. . U f,alJOy 
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fa^Oy as that fyftem has been reftited. I again 
return to my flieep *, my dear marquis ; andavow^ 
notwithftanding all the fine reafoningof Gaflendi, 
that Laudohn, O'Donnel, and thofc gentry who 
perfecute me, have often occafioned fuch abfence 
of mind in me as to prevent my being mailer <^ 
myfelf. 

Do not forget me, my dear marquis; write to 
me whenever the paflage (hall be free, and re- 
main perfuaded of the friendfliip I have for you* 

Adieu. 



LETT E R CXIV. 

From the King. 

The camp of Ottmichan, 
July 25, 1761. 

1 THANK you, dear marquis, for the 
explanations you have fent me concerning the 
opinions of Gaflendi. I well fufpe&ed^that a 
mind fo confident could not be capable of cer- 
tain prejudices, which I at firft placed to the ac- 
count of Bernier. It is pity that we have no 
faithful and complete tranflation of the works of 
this philofopher. Ignorant as I am, I am the 

* Alluding to the charadcr of the woollen-draper> in the 
French force called UJvocai Paidm.^ T. 

greateft 
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greatcfl: lofer; you and your fellows read Latin, 
Greek, Hebrew, &c. while I only know a little 
French, and when that happens to fail me I am 
plunged in the vilefl ignorance. 

I place more dependance, however, on your 
philofophy than on your political prophecies. 
True it is that, judging from appearances, peace 
between France and England ought to be the 
confequence of the viftory of prince Ferdinand; 
yet nothing is left certain ; nor do I confide in 
fuch probabilities, till realized by time. You, 
no doubt, wi(h for ne^s of what is paflTiog here; 
.and I can well imagine that an inhabitant of Ber- 
lin is curious to bear how we tilt in Silefia. I 
can fatisfy you in a few words. 

Laudohn came from^ the mountains on the 
20th, and advanced toward Munfterberg. On 
the 2ift I marched to Nimptfch; on the 22d to 
Munfterberg, in his teeth ; and hither am I come 
to oppofe his projedled jun6tion with the Ruf- 
fians. The latter are at Namflau. I have corps 
by which they are obferved; and therefore, let 
them turn on what fide they will, 1 hope to be 
too foon for them. The whole affair muft be 
decided in a few days. You fhall be informed 
of all, nor (hall I fail to relate fafts with the 
greateft truth. I would tell you more ; but the 
courier, who is charged with important dif- 
U 2 patches 
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patches, is on the point of departure, which ofes* 
ligesme to end with the fimplc aflunmce oi 
my friendihip and efteem. 
Adieu« 



LETTER CXV, 

From tbi King. 

StreUen, Auguft 8, ijCu 

Hitherto, my dear marquis, wc 
kave done nothing but manceuvre; we have 
gained many trifling advantages, which I (hall 
not mention, becaufe they are unworthy your 
hotice. The Ruffians, according to cuftom, 
pillage in Silefia, on the other fide of the Oder. 
Laudohn is afleep at Wartha ; nor are we doing 
much. 

. Let not your imagination run too faft : you 
are now ready to fay — «^ Oh ! No doubt, they 
are on the point of concluding an armiftice." — 
Far from that, I affure you ; for there is now left 
than ever any appearance of a fufpenfion of arms 
between the belligerent powers, whether French 
and Englifti, Pruffians and Auftrians, Swedes, 
Imperialifls^ &c. &c. This intelligence may 

difcopcert 
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difconcert your politics. The vidory of prince 
Ferdinand^ however, and the taking of Pondi- 
cherry and the Antilles, have not in the lead 
cooled the warlike fpirit of the court of 
. Verfaillcs. 

Our campaign, according to appearances, will 
proceed flowly; and, as I fuppofe, will not be- 
come ferious much fooner than autumn. Offer up 
your prayers to Fortune, that (he may fecond our 
efforts. The fword, and not the pen, muft lead 
to a general pacification. The want of money 
will effeft that which reafon and humanity ought 
to have performed. The battle will end for 
want of combatants. Time will tell ; though 
I am almoft tempted to believe we muft make 
another campaign after the prefent. 

I afford you ample fubjeft for conjefturej 
more agreeable intelligence I would fend were I 
able ^ but you muft accept fuch as the current 
moment (hall afford. Continue peaceably to 
work at your Plutarch, an4 be a little Icfs indq* 
Jcnt in writing to me. 

^dieuj dear marquia. 



Vl l-ET. 
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LETTER CXVL 
From the Marquis J^Argens. 

SIRE, BerUn« Auguft 29, 176s. 

I SEE, by the laft letter which your ma- 
jcfty has done me the honour to write, that, not- 
withftanding the difficulties with which you arc 
furrounded, you enjoy a good ftate of health. 
This, fire, I regard as the principal point ; being 
convinced that, while you are able to aft, the 
projedts of the enemy will all evaporate in fmolce. 
In numbers your foes have the fuperiority; but 
you are their mafter in intelligence, and the bra- 
very of your troops : thus did Hannibal vanquish 
the Romans with much inferior forces. 

Since the capture of Pondicherry, the finances 
of France have been in fo pitiable a ftate, that the 
jettons * of the French academy have been fup- 
prefled. This has given birth to many Ihort 
pleafant pieces, with which Paris was imme- 
diately overrun. In one of thefe the author fays 

* This termhas occurred twice before; firft in Vol, VI. Let- 
ter XCV. and again in VoL IX. Letter CXXIII. In the firft 
inftance, it is properly rendered gaming counters ; in the laft» 
as well as the prefent, it means honorary medals, bellowed on 
academicians by the fovereign. Municipal medals are like- 
wife called jW/oiw. T. 

the 
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the academy ought to depute two orators, to 
harangue the ambaffadors of Ruflfia and Sweden, 
and entreat them to reftore that to the fons of 
Apollo, from the fubfidies which France pays 
their monarchs, which conftitutes the principal 
produce of their literary labours, and which is fo 
ufcful to all thofc who wifti to pay compliments* 
I cannot comprehend how fo total a derange- 
ment in the finances can accord with the war- 
like fyftem of the court of Verfailles. 

What is the Englifli fleet doing ? It ought 
already to be under fail. Permit me, fire, after 
the example of a great minifter (D'Argenfon the 
fool) here to infert an old proverb — Strike while 
the iron is hot. If there be any ferious appearance 
of beginning negociation in England, nothing is 
capable of adding greater weight to the bufinefs 
than a fecond enterprize like that of Belleifle. 
The gazettes all tell us of the departure of the 
fleet ^ on another fecret expedition; yet we are 
jK>w near the month of September, and it is ftill 
in port, I hope this fecret expedition will not 
refemble that of" laft year, which was to have 
been undertaken about the fame time, and which 
was kept fo fecret that nobody yet ever knew 
what it was. 

Your majefty is better informed than I am of 

feveral little advantages which prince Ferdinand, 

U 4 and 
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and the prince your nephew, daily obtain ; I (hall 
therefore fay nothing more of them. 

M. Joyard, your maitre d'hotel, not knowing 
how to addrefs your majefty, has applied to me, 
. and has requefted me to inform you that he has 

\ ftill fome effefts at Lyons, of which he wiflies to 

f^ gain pofleffion, in addition to thofe which he in- 

herits from Pefne, his father-in-law. Leave of ab- 
fence for fix months will be neceflary to finifh 
his affairs ; and as he will find favourable oppor-^ 
tunities, at the Leipfic fair, to undertake his jour- 
ney, he will be under infinite obligations to 
your majefty, (hould you deignto grant him your 
permiffion. Your majefty has known him almoft 
eight-and-twenty years ; you are well convinced 
he is incapable of prolonging his abfence, a day 
beyond the time which it (hall be your pleafurc 
to prefcribe, 

Yoii, no doubt, . fire, are informed that the 
Jefuits in France are forbidden to take fcholars, 
and likewife to receive any novice ; and that this 
has produced much alarm. Thus the Greeks, 
in the decline of the Eaftern Empire, difputed 
on theological queftions, at the time that their 
enemies robbed them of Egypt and Armenia. 
} haye the honour to be, &c. 
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L E T T E R CXyiL 

Frm the Marquis d'Argens. 

Berlin, Oftober 12, I76i« 

1 HAD the honour to write to your ma- 
jcfty, by favour of the governor of Glogau. I 
know not whether you have received my letter. 
I would have written again^ but that I was firft 
defirous to gain certain information concerning 
^ report which I could not credit. When I 
knew it to be true, I repeated to myfelf what 
J wifhed to fay for your confolation ; which is 
that, however great your genius, you are not a 
god i and that, after having adted with all hu- 
man prudence, you neither could prevent nor 
forefee things which appeared abfolute impoQi* 
bilities. 

Such, fire, is what perfonally regards you, 
in the lofs of Schweidnitz. But how might a 
garrifon be forced in two hours, fituated in 
a fortrefs which, if but moderately defended, 
ought to have fuftained a fiege of three weeks 
lifter the trenches had been opened ? I con- 
demn no perfon, becaufe I depend only on 
pubUc rumour, and on the report of feveral 
foldiers from the garrifon of Schweidnitz, who 
^" havQ 
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have found meaDs to efcapCy and are come ta 
Berlin. But when I think that| with two bat- 
talions of militia^ we held out five days againft 
more than thirty thoufand men^ and fuftained 
two) affaults ; and when I afterward fee Dref- 
den taken, without firing a gun — ^twelve thou- 
fand men furrender themfelves prifoners at 
Maxen ; and general Wunfch, who had cut his 
way, obliged to return by order from his ge- 
neral — Schweidnitz carried in two hours, and 
Glatz in four— I do not find any thing extraor- 
dinary in the manner in which the Englifh aft- 
cd with admiral Byng. 

I again repeat, I accufe no man ; I am igno- 
rant of the caufe of thefe events ; but this of 
Schweidnitz is fo extraordinary, that it is im- 
poffible for your true fervants not to feel the 
mod afflifting grief. I am perfuadcd, fire, you 
will repair this vexatious accident without de- 
lay ; but it is moft mortifying that you fhould^ 
every campaign, be occupied in repairing er- 
rors in the commiffion of which you had no 
part. 

Affairs are in a good train in Pomerania ; and 
the junftion of general Platen with the duke 
of Wirtemberg has not cod thirty men, not 
one baggage waggon, nor any lofs of provi- 
fiom. This Platen is what we may call a man. 

5 The 
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The Auftrians who were at Halle harve fled 
head over heels at the approach of the brave 
genera] Seidlitz^ who has twice this fummer 
baftinadoed the army of the Empire. 

I fay nothing to your majefty of prince 
Henry, who, at the time that you were fur- 
rounded, condufted himfelf with the prudence 
of Turenne, and who has continually fent us 
advices to Berlin that we had nothing to fear. 

The French have again prefented themfelves 
before Wolfenbuttle, which place they are bom^ 
barding. They have committed cruelties and 
exadions, in Eaft-Friefland, a hundred times 
worfe than thofe of the Coflacs. Prince Fer- 
dinand has detached a corps to drive them from 
the country of Brunfwic. 

The Englifh having recalled their minifter 
fi:om Paris, will apparently aft with their fleet, 
which has tranquilly remained, dviring the whole 
campaign, in the ports of Yarmouth * and Ply- 
mouth. 

It mufl: be allowed, the French have laughed 
at England with their pretended negociations, 
and have made them lofe all the fruits they 
might have gathered during the campaign by 
the aid of their naval force. This conduct 

* The marquis means to fay Portfmouth and Ply- 
mouth, T. 

drives 
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drives all the partifans of the good caufc to de- 
fpair. 

I have the honour to be, &c# 



LETTER CXVIII, 
From the Marquis ^Argens: 

SIRE, Berlin, Odober 25, 1761^ 

I IMAGINE your majefty muft have 
received two letters, which I have had the 
honour to write to you fince the beginning of 
this month; one by way df the governor of 
Glogau, and the other by the poft. I hear no 
news from your majefty, and am much alarmed 
left your health ftiould be affefted by fatigue 
and the prefent bad weather. 

The French have been driven off and beaten 
before Brunfwic, the fiege of which they have 
raifed, and have immediately abandoned Wol- 
fenbuttle. Their flight has coft them about 
twelve hundred men, killed and taken j but 
this is what you muft long fince have known. ' 

The Ruffians are marching in Poland, on the 
fide of Dantzic. They have made a woful fi- 
-gure this year, and you have charmingly dc- 
bribed them in the two delightful pieces which 
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you have fent me. They were reduced to fa 
much diftrefs lately, near Colberg, that their 
coffacs came to beg breads for God's fake^ ac 
our advanced pofts. 

M. de Vereift, who has had the misfortune 
to lofe his only fon, has demanded permiffioit 
from the States General to go to Holland for 
fome months. He has reqtiefted me to inform 
your majefty that he will pafs through Magde- 
burg, that he may, on his road, receive the 
orders which you (hall be pleafed to entruft him 
livith, from count Finck. He would already have 
been three weeks departed ; but the ufc which he 
might be of at Berlin, fhould any accident have 
happened, made him determine to defer his 
journey ; and he will continue here till about 
the time of going into winter quarters. When 
I fpeak of this minifter to your majefty,' I can- 
not fpeak good enough ; he is one of the wor- 
thieft men in the world, and every 'moment be- 
comes more dear and more refpeftable to the 
citizens of Berlin. 

1 wilh I could at prefent fee you more tran- 
quil; but I well perceive the campaign is not 
yet ended in Silefia, and that nothing but the 
rigour of winter can occafion the departure of 
the armies. I return, fire, to the burthen of 
wy fong; preferve your health, and all at laft 

will 
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will be well, in dcfpite of the bitxemefs and 
fury of your foes. I repeat what I had the ho« 
nour to write in my lafl: letter : you are not a 
god, and nothing lefs could have prevented the 
accident of Schweidnitz ; add to which, your 
campaign is admirable ; the Ruffian army is 
as much ruined as if it had loft a grand battle. 
The reft will be repaired, and of this your 
genius is my pledge. 
I have the honour to be, &c« 



LETTER CXIX. 
From the King. 

^ Undated. ' 

AtECTO defcends to Amata^ and infufes 
her foifm into btr heart: Jhe awakes enraged 
againji Eneas. 

You fee it is not fufficient to fight, and that 
it is more difficult to fubdue malignant wo^ien 
than courageous men. I am as defirous of peace 
as my enemies are averfe to it ; and though we 
exert ourftlves, this muft be attributed to ne- 
ceffity. 

You may continue to amufe yourfelf this 
year by reading the gazettes, not with news of 

-what 



what is paiSng in the Apalachian mountains, or 
the quarrels of the Morlachians ; but on what 
is to decide the freedom or ,the llavery of Eu- 
rope, which a new triumvirate endeavours to 
enchain. Were the choice my own, I would 
radier lit a fpedator than be one of the adors 
on the ftage; but, fince the die is call^ we 
muft run the venture. 

Happy the man in wifdom's temple feated, &c 
I am, &c. 



LETTER CXX- 
F^om the Marquis ^Argens. 

SIRE, Berlin, November 3, 1761^ 

I AM far from thinking that individual 
accidents have not a prodigious influence over 
general affairs ; but, from the beginning of the 
prefent war, I have adopted a maxim from the 
Telemachus of Fenclon, on which I have 
founded my principles — " Previous to the ar- 
" rival of misfortunes," fays Mentor, " every 
*« effort (hould be made by which they may be 
** prevented ; but, when they come, we have 
^' no other refource than that of contemning 
*' them/' 

What 
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What has ftrengthencd me in this oplnioii 
is, that I have ^continually fcen our worft acci- 
dents fucceeded by the moft lucky events. 
While you (hall be able to ad, I (hall always 
have good hopes ; and had you but teii men, 
and your health, I (hoald not defpair but that 
at length I (hould fee you confound thcjpro- 
jedls of your foes. 

We have been in the utmoft furprize, at 
Berlin, to hear of the adventure of the Auftrian 
officers, prifoners at Magdeburg, whofe con- 
fpiracies " have been difcovered. Th'efe pro- 
ceedings are fearful. How can officers, who 
have pledged their honour, thus forfeit it fb 
unworthily ? If. all which the' letters that come 
from Magdeburg contain be true, very feriout 
reflexions ought to be made on the police, and 
the guard which Ihould be fixed in that city. 
The army of the prince de Soubife is at length 
gone into winter quarters. He has fent back 
to France fifty-five fquadrons and twenty-two 
battalions. The French are arming in all their 
ports to ad againft England ; and there is talk 
once more of building flat- bottomed boats, 
which would have appeared to me flatter* than 

* It happens that the Englifh will admit of the fame play 
on words which is in the original, which I therefore think 
it my duty to prefenre. T. 

: . 7 ^^^ 



£he boats thettilelvesj bad but Mr. Pitt conti* 
nutd in office. 

in the mean time the Englifli are proceed- 
ing entirely to demolilh Beileifle, that they may 
employ the ftrong garrifon whiish they are Ob- 
liged to keep there. Such is the intelligence 
affirmed in all the Englifh papers. 

I know not what Voltaire is doing ; he has 
publi&td a letter to prove hihifelf an excellent 
thriftian^ ahd that he pundually attends rnafs. 
That man will die as he has lived, agitated by 
a thoufand chimerical projeds. His lad work 
bn Ruffia has entirely &iled. 

Speaking of works, let me (ay, I have, for 
more than two months, dflcontinued my tranf- 
lation of Plutarch, which I (hall foon take up 
again ; and I have employed this time in tranf- 
lating the moft ancient Greek philofopher tba( 
is known to us, called Ocellus Lvcanus. He 
has written a work on the neceffity of the eter* 
fiity of the world. He lived long before So* 
crates, Plato, Ariftode, &c. His work is (horC 
bm excellent ; and, under the pretext of com« 
menting on my author, I have added Various 
differtations, at which the enemies of philofophy 
will not laugh. I was induced n write thii 
work, which I (hall have the honour to fend 
your majefty printed in about a week, by the 

VOL. X. X ill* 
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iU*huinour iaco wludi I have been lately cfaroira 
by (evecal fiuatics. Not a moath has pafled, 
this year, in which I have not fcen fooie libei 
agatnft philoibphcrs. Among othets, there is 
one entitled the Anti-Sans-Souct; a laige vo- 
lume, worthy of the pen of a hackney-coadi* 
man. I wi(h your military enemies were as 
contemptible as your literary opponeqt^ Thdr 
great war«hor(e is the woik of La Mettrie : far 
from eadeavouring to fupport it, when I came to 
that article, I thought proper to ptovey that La 
Mettrie never (jpoke or though like a philolb- 
pher ; but that, in various things, he fell into 
the £une mifiakes as divines ; and, which is the 
pleaiant pait of the fiocy, I have proved this 
aflertion-pafit difpute. 

I hs^ve endeavoured to write widi all poffiUe 
decency ; and I hope every man, who is nd« 
ther fool nor fenatic, muft allow that the fend« 
ments of Epicurus may be followed, and yet 
his difciple m^y be 4 very worthy and a very 
pf«f vil man in fociety* 

I heg, ypur nuye^y's indulgence by anticipa« 
tion, «nd entreat jou to e9:Gufe the fiuilts you 
may fiixl 19 ray work, remembering the zeal 
whkb induced me to defend the good cwk. 

1 have the honour tQ be, &c» 



LETTER GXXL 
From ibe Marquis ^Argens. 

S I R E« Berli'ii, November 12^ \^6i. 

I TAKE the liberty to fend your xnajefty 
the book which I had the honour to mention 
in my lafl letter. May the Greek and Latin 
which your majefty will there meet with in- 
fpire you with no difguft ! I muft inform you 
they ought not to embarrafs perfons who do 
not underftand thefe languages. The paflages 
cited are all faithfully tranflated> and the fenfe 
is continually conneidted^ independent of the 
Greek and Latin quotations. The work may be 
read in French, without interruption, and with 
the fame facility as if neither Greek nor Ladn 
were there. 

I have endeavoured to prove^ indubitably to 
prove» in this work, tfa^t the morality of the 
true Epicurean philofophers is infinitely fupe-« 
rior to that of divines ; that all the pretended . 
philofopbic teafons by which they endeavour 
to explain the divine Being, and the nature of 
the foul, are but bubbles of wind# I hare ad-^ 
mitted the truths of religion becaufe they were 
revealed ; but 1 will give a ^ood account of 
X2 this 
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this revelation in my tranflation of Titnxus tlid 
Locrian, and will bring it to the light of day« 
But while deftroying the arguments of theolo- 
gians, that the fanatic and foolifh may not cry 
aloud, it is neceflary not to touch their reed-likc 
ftaff of revelation, which I have even turned to 
my own advantage, and to the deftru&ion of the 
philofophic objeftions of the devout. 

I have already informed your majefty what 
was my reafon for undertaking the work. I faw 
the libels which the Janfenifts difperfe with fo 
much ardour againft philofophers with indigna- 
tion, and efpecially againft what they call the 
Pruflian fociety. The awkward and ridiculous 
work entitled Ant i- Sans- Souci completed my dif- 
fatisfa&ion ; and I wifhed eifedtually to unmafk 
the poffe of hypocrites and mercenary fcribes 
who deferve to be held in difgrace by all wor- 
thy men. 

• I was obliged to give up La Mettrie. He 
was one of the forlorn hope whom it was ne- 
ceflary to facrifice in the battle, a convenient 
Viftim ; but I have well fprinkled his tomb 
with the blood of theologians; ^and I hope 
that, in future, it will not be faid, in imitation of 
Les Nouvclks Ecclejlaftiques *, that the mode of 

* £|pleCaiUcal intelligence. 

thinking 
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thinking of the philofopher of Sans-Souci, and 
of the men of letters who furround him, may be 
eftimated by the works of the phyfician La 
Mcttrie. 
I dare not flatter myfelf my performance 
merit your majefty's efteem; I am too 
well acquainted with your knowledge, and the 
inefficacy of my own talents ; but I hope, in 
return for my zeal for the good caufe, you will 
be indulgent, and will pardon the defefts with 
which you will but too frequently meet in my 
book. The mod fortunate thing that can hap* 
pen to me is that you (hould judge me, fire, 
not according to my work, but according to the 
pleafure I took in writing my work, 

I have the honour to be^ Sec. 

P. S. Let me requeft your majefty to read 
the preliminary difcourfe, that you may form 
an idea of Ocellus Lucanus, and his philo* 
ibphy. 



-f- i : X z LET. 
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l. E T T E R CXXH, 
From tki Marfuii if Argent. 

S I R Ef BeHinj November 2^ I7$l* 

I HAVE read your vcrfes with admira- 
tion, and you fent them mc at a time when 
nothing lefs than the plcafure they infpired was 
ncccflary, to relieve the dejeftion into which I 
had been thrown by a wretched colic, which 
fcarcely left mc the power of thought ; but I 
take patience, and, when I a^i in pain, or in 
languor, I repeat thefe lines: 

^oiJ vow we voy€%p(u qu^ici'ias lajwffrance^ 
Sans ctmnaUre de rang^ de roture ou suuffaacef 
jittniU un criminelf aif^ qt^un iimocen^ 
Chacun j'jp voit fujetf tf ««/ n^m eft exempt ♦. 

According to cny t^fte, and weak judgment, 
I can affurc your majpfty I have not fccn any 
of your works which poflefles greater force or 
more correftnefs than this laft. I have deter- 
mined to learn it by rote ; for it will afford me 
true aid under every accident of life, 

* What ! fee you not that, in this fublunaiy world, pain^ 
regardlefs of rank and birthy equally attacks the guilty and 
the innocent ? To this all are fubjedi from it none are es« 

enipt, 

I am 
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ir am well peifuaded^ like your majefty, that 
an our ancient Greek pbflofophers underftood 
phyfics very ill ; but wifluDg to give, in th« 
diflertatioDs which I have added to my tranf* 
ladon^ an idea cf the different opinions of phi- 
Mophcts, by flifewing the weaknefs of the 
ancients I awaken the penetration of the mo- 
derns. Ocellus had little reafon to believe the 
tranlmutation of the elements ; but^ among the 
ancient philofophers^ the Epicureans denied 
this pretended tranfmutation^ the impoffibility 
of which Boerhaave has. in our times proved by 
the mod curious chemical experiments. This is 
the fubjeft of a note in which I examine the 
opinion of Ocellus^ with whom I ieldom .agree 
in fentiments. . 

Your majefty will perceive I have, in a dif- 
fertation on the eternity of the earth, precifely 
faid that which it were to be wiQied Ocellus 
had faid. If your majefty will do tne the favour 
to read my differtations, you will fee I have not 
made the fauce for the fifh, but that I have 
boiled the fifli that I might have the opportu- 
nity to make the fauce. Forgive me, fire, this 
poor proverb, becaufe it well explains my in^ 
tention in tranilating Ocellus. 

The weather makes me tremble for yourmajef* 

ty'shcalth. Your laft letter fomewhat quieted my 

X 4 alarms ; 



alarms; for it was rumoured, at B^rliq, t|^ 
YOU bad the gbut. I hope yoy take f\ich pre-i 
cautions ^s will pre'forve you froin it aU winter. 

I have feen the prefents which you fend to 
the Ottoman Porte; nothing can be more 
iplendid> ipore fuperb, and ^t tl^c fame tin^e 
better imagined : (hould they produce a goo4 
effed, 4 Ihali not regret the fums they may 
))^ye coi^j which certainly are more confidera- 
^le than thofe fet apart for this purpofc hf 
|<*rance in a hundred years. 

I have the honour tp bih &c. 



LETTER CXXIII, 

From th^ Marquis ^Ar^ens. 

? ? R- E, ]pierlin, December 8, l^6u 

1 H]^ talc which you have done me the 
ho;iour to ftnd is well written, and w^ll vcrfi-. 
fied ; but there is only one firing wanting ta 
the violin, and the able mufician to whom it 
belongs ftill can play perfedtly on it, and nou 
fuffer the others to be cut ; of this I am well 
aflured, and that it was not his fault that the 
firft h^s been cut. 

Your alterations in the Stoic are rather dif* 

fcren^ 



CORRB8PONBEKCC, 3<3 

ferent readings than corredions^ for ther^ arc 
fome of the former verfes which pleafe me full 
as much as the other : in fine they are both 
excellent. 

I have met with two pafTages in which tha 
alterations d(d not feem to me corred. 

J^m vm George et Au^ufle^ et Je C%ar, prmce atroce *• 

There is a kind of hiatus in George et Jugufte. 
George et is well, but not et Augufte. The / i$ 
never pronounced in the word et^ which is the 
caufe of the hiatus. This is one of the errors 
condemned by Boileau : 

Garde% fu^une vcjelle ^ courir trcp hdi& 
Ne/oU dam/on chemin d^une voyeUe heurtie f • 

In fine, fire, you are king in Jerufalcm ; it 
is not^or a petty fcribe like me to condemn the 
high prieft of the temple, to whom the myfte- 
lies of the fanfhiary are all known ; though it 
fcems to me that this line ought to be corrcdked. 

The following is another pafiage to which 
1 objeft ; not to its poetry, but to the gramma- 
tical conftru&ion. 

* I have fcen George, Auguftus, and the Czar, atro« 
^iou8 prince. 

f Beware left youi^ too hafty vowel iboitld ftumble oo a 
|eUow voweL 
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^mt Iwt 9eye% voosfotmt qi^ici^Mt kjbrtmt 

Wc mud abfoiutely fay» ne rtfpiBe » verfm^ 
&c. Tnc omifficm of the 8^ is too great a )i* 
ccnce; 

This^ firc> is all that the moil rigid crkicifin^ 
can enable me to difcover in your Stoic^ whicb^ 
in my weak judgment^ is the beft thing you have 
ever written, among your numerous other ex* 
cellent produflioos^ 

An affair has happened here, the recital of 
which may perhaps amufe your majefty* Por- 
porini has been accufed by a girl of being the 
father of her child> and condemned in law to 
pay the .girl a hundred crowns, and to keep the 
child to whom he is declared the father. Far from 
appealing againfl his fentence, Porporini im* 
mediately paid the hundred crowns, andacknow* 
lodged himfelf the father of the child, which be 
has taken home to educate^ and has fent to thank 
his judges for having been fo good as to repair 
the injury which had been done him by the fur- 
gcons of Venice. The whole city has laughed 
at the adventure. I have not yet feen Por- 
porini, but 1 have requeftcd him to give me a 
call to-day. It is faid he is in full joy of heart at 

* What ! doyou not fee that, in this world, fortune pays 
no rcfped to virtue, power, or birth I 

4 having 



fiaving been announced to the whole -earth die 
father of a child. 

1 have entreated the governor to fend a let* 
ter in cypher to your majefty, which has beei^ 
written to me by a man of the beft intentions, 
I fliould immediately have fent the original of 
that letter, bvit it appears to me that the poft is 
no very fafe conveyance, and I have rather 
chofen to truft to the governor* Should your 
ipajefty thinK you have no need of the offer 
made you by the author of the letter, you will 
ftill perceive there are peoj^le who have a real 
aifeftion for you; and that this perfon is, in 
this refpeft, worthy of praife. 

Though I am well convinced your majefty 
docs -not want the offer of this man, I imagiiic 
you will do well to return him your gracious 
thanks by the governor ; for who can fay what 
may happen hereafter ? And the perfon of whom 
I fpeak to your majefty has condufted himfelf, on 
one or two very delicate pccafions this fummer, 
with the approbation, and to the great fatisfac- 
tion, of all good citizens, and efpecially of fomc 
who aremoft ufeful to the ftate. 

Your majefty loves truth, nor will you take 
it amifs that people whom you know are de* 
voted to you, body and foul, ftiould fpeak fin- 
ccrely. I therefore am convinced your majefty 

will 
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will not difapprove the liberty I take of frankly 
fpeaking my thoughts on this fubjcft. 
I hare the honour to bc> &c. 



J. E T T E R CXXIV. 

From the Marquis d>Argens. 

8 I R E9 Berlin, December 29, 176/. 

1 EN days fince I had the honour to 
write to your majcfty, which honour I believed 
1 pevcr more (hould have enjoyed. I have had 
an inflammation brought on by my curfed 
fpafms, and for three days I was thought paft 
hope. At length, after having been four times 
hied, and taken a courfe of bark to avoid a 
gangrene, with a flight medicii^e whep the dif- 
^afe was partly fubfided, I am, for this time^^ 
QUt of danger. 

The dreadful adt of Warkotfch jind the ca^ 
tholip prieft I regarded as a tale ; but when I 
faw the citation of thefe two wretches infcrted in 
the gazettes ; when I heard they had both been 
taken, and fuffered to efcape, I exclaimed. Oh 
Frederic! what fervants have you, while you 
fo well ferve your fubjefts and your country! 

Go ttfkowfky has been with me tp fpeakpf his 

affair. 
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affair. He is much afflided becaufe his credit 
appears to have been greatly injured by the ac- 
cident which has befallen him. He entreated 
me to write to you on the ftbjeft, but I was 
feized with my illnefs about this time. It ap- 
pears, from the reafons which he has dated to 
me, that he is innocent, and that he really aded 
with good faith. He (hewed me that he (hould 
be obliged to give up a part of his ftock in trade^ 
becaufe of the perplexed fituation of his affairs 
at pr^fent, but I bad him beware how he did fo, 
till he (hould receive an anfwer from your ma- 
jefty; till which time he promifed he would pro- 
ceed no farther. 

The Englirti, by their manoeuvres, have 
found the fecret, having three hundred and' 
lixty (hips of war, to fufFer eight wretched (hips 
and fix frigates to leave the port of Breft, and 
thus prevent them from taking Maninico. Some 
fiend let loofe from hell muft have interfered in 
all thefe accidents. Had I died ten days ago, 
my only grief would have been never to have 
feen you more; and my confolation that I was 
about to quit a world fo abominable and fo 
mad. I would fay more but am prevei^ted bjr 
!ny prefent weaknefs. 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 

LET. 
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LETTER CXXV. 

From the Marquis (TArgens. 

S I R E» Berlin, I>ecember*30| lySu 

^^^EAKNESS prevented me ycfterdajr, 
when I had the honour to write to your majefty, 
from mentioning many things of which I ima« 
gine you are not well informed. The affliftion 
with which I fee how you arc ferved renders life 
a burthen to me* You, fire, know my teal; 
judge then how bitter were the feelings of my 
heart, when I was convinced^ and faw with my 
own eyes the various follies which have occa- 
fioned the lofs of Colbcrg, and the half of Po- 
merania; and that tbefe follies have originated 
in quarrels, or the bad manoeuvres of people in 
whom we here had placed all our hopes. Had 
your majefty but fcnt one of your boots into Po* 
merania, or had your brother, prmce Henry, fent 
one of his to take the command, Colberg would 
ftill have been ours. One goes to the aid of the 
other, and brings with him twelve thoufand men 
without provifions, which might eafily luve been 
colleded, before the arrival of Butturlin in Po- 
merania : the confequence was that, the day 
after his arrival at Colberg, he is obliged to dc-^ 
part with his corps, in fearch of food; on his 

road 



. GOftftSSPOITDBIlCE* 319 

raad lie (uScns dbc coq>5 under Knobloch to be 
cutoff; and thus occafiou the imprifoMBcnt i)f 
tkbgeaend. 

The other, who mnadned before Colberg^ 
does vorfe lUL He ^ibandons, but does not 
dcflxof lib cmtiendhments, led: he Ihould reader 
it difficult £jr ELomanzow to fiatioii himielf 
there; he leaves Ruffiaa priToaets in Colbeqg, 
left the pcovidons ihould oot be fooa cDOUgh 
coolunml; he lofes two thouGuid men in ufe- 
leG attacks ;asdf ia fiiie;, to cxowa his woiic, he 
f uSas three iqiaaikoos aEid due re^^xaental drums 
to be taken aet Scaisard. 

I do but TCpcu CO your majeftf what all the 
officers and foldiers of the corps who are here 
proclaim aloud. NotwkhiUndiag the enor- 
mous (atigues which thefe men have fuj^Q^redy 
chef all are full of good will; k is not courage 
cr zeal for your majefty*s fervice which they 
wane How much reafon, lire, had you feveral 
tioies to obferve dxat we have no need of arms 
but of heads! Never was unfortunate piediftion 
more true. 

All this, however, fire, may yet be repaired; 
the gcandaxtide is your ouyefty's health : you 
are now about to take fome Ihort repofe. I have 
beentpM you have had a bad cold in your head: 
cosfidcring the prodigious fatigues you haVe 

undergone. 
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undergone, how could it be othcfrwife ? t topfe 
warmth and tranquillity will rid you of the 
diforder. For the love of God fend me news of 
your health. 

With refpe6k to myfelf, I am on the recovery^ 
and, confidering the grief of heart I feel> I am 
but too well. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CXXVI. 

From the Marquis ^Argenu 

S I R Ey Berlin, January 19, lyfo* 

1 HAVE this very moment received the 
two pieces which your majefty has done me the 
favouc to fend, and which are perfectly well writ* 
ten. I inftantly read them twice fucceffively; and 
I have met with two verfes which indeed arc not 
defcftive, but one of which feems to me feeble; 
and the other contains a word which a Roman 
never could Ifive ufed, becaufe it was not in- 
vented till the firft age of Chriftiahity. -^ 

The firfl of thefe lines is in Otho, and the fe« 
cond in Cato. ^^^^ 

Au moms a ceite fits je ptiu vous itrt utile *. ' 

* For once at leaftl may be ufefuL 
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All moins i cette f(ns appears to me pro- 
faic, befidc that it would be more correft to fay, 
Au moins cette foisje puis vous etre utile ; but the 
verfc would then be dcfeftive. This may eafily 
be altered. 

The fecond line is very beautiful — 

Out J glorievx martyr de Rome et defcs loix *— 

Except that the word martyr was unknown to 
Cato, and took birth under the perfecutions 
which were fuffered by the Chriftians. It may 
at prefent be employed with propriety, becaufe 
it is in common ufe. Thus we fay, he is the 
martyr of the unfeeling heart of -fuch a one ; he ^ 
is the martyr of his own obftinacy, &c. But, in 
the mouth of Cato, the word does not feem to 
me well placed; efpecially when Cato himfelf 
fpeaks, and is fpeaking to other Romans. Such, 
fire, is all that the mod fevere criticifm could 
furnilh, againft two mod excellent and well verfi* 
fied pieces. 

I come to what j^our majefty did me the fa- 
vour to mention, relative to my prediftions of 
Leipfic, which have been well verified; for 
you have made one of the fineft campaigns that 
ever was beheld ; but neither I nor any man on 
earth could certainly have forefcen that a go- 
vernor would have fuffered a fortrefs, defended 
• Yc8, glorious martyr of Rome and of her laws. 

VOL. X. Y by 
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by three thoufand men, to be taken in aft hour. 
Be it fuppofed that he had been formally at- 
tacked, atld, having eight thoufand men, had 
loft five in the defence of His out-works; would 
he not have deferved punilhtnent if, with the 
remaining three thoufand, he fiiould have fur- 
rendered the town before a breach had been 
made in the body of the fortrefs? And why did 
he not defend this laft retreat, if he were too 
weak to guard the out-works ? It is an incon- 
ceivable aft that a man ftiould fuflfer himfelf to 
be forced, when defended by a rampart flanked 
with baftions, and with a good moat in front of 
this fame rampart. Certainly, fire, this is what 
I did not forefce, nor ever could have forefeen. 

Your majeiiy fpeaks of the foreign com- 
miflioner's office of Pomerania; as you muft be a 
hundred times better informed than I am, I have 
nothing to fay ; but this office was not lately at 
Malchen in Mecklenburg, Had I lefs zeal for 
your majefty I (hould be Icfs affliSed at all this; 
but my grief is extreme when I perceive the 
cares you take, the fatigues you undergo, and 
the good and glorious things you effedk, are all 
rendered ufelefs, cither by the blunders or the 
want of experience of others. 

Amid my griefs, I have had one confolation, 
which is to know that you are in good health. 

Fear 



f'ear of the eiiemy I have none ; and I ftill re- 
hiain in a perfeft conviAioii that, after fo many 
Vexatious events^ fome fortunate blow muffi 
finally arriyei by which affairs will all be reftored 
to a ^ood iituatlon. 

War is declared between the Spaniards and 
Eriglifh> at which I rejoice, and think I have 
Very good reafon fo to do. The Englifli have 
no longer any feparate peace to make; and God 
knows what at length they might have been in- 
duced to conclude^ tempted by the conceffions 
that were offered them by France. With two hun- 
dred (hips, they have remained with their arms 
folded all the laft campaigil, and have fuffered 
themfelves to be duped and amufed by the mi- 
toiflry of Verfailles, who were endeavouring to 
conclude a treaty with the Spaniards. I ima- 
gine they now think very differently j and it is 
certain that you at prefentare as neceflary, at 
leaft, to them as they are to you, for a hundred 
thoufand reafons, with which your majefty is a 
hundred thoufand times better acquainted than 
1 am. 

I have no doubt of the folitary life your ma-» 
jefty leads ; but, if you refemble a Carthufian, 
I certainly may well fay I am one of the fathers 
of La Trappe. It is now, literally, weight 
months fince I lad left my apartment. I am 
Y 2 fortunately 
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fortunately well lodged; and I fmother my 
chagrin by reading the Englifti papers^ which 
I caufe to be tranllated to me, and Greek 
books, which I ftudy in order to underftand 
them. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CXXVIL 

From the Marquis d^Argens. 

S I R £> Berlin, January 22, I762, 

Your lafl letter incrcafed my alarms; 
and the vexations with which, as I may fay, I 
fee you overwhelmed, led me to fear left your 
health ftiould finally be utterly injured ; but the 
news which you no doubt received, a few hours 
after you had written the letter which you did 
me the honour to fend, muft have convinced you 
that Fortune will, in the end, be lefs rigorous, 
and will difpenfe as much glory to you as (he for- 
merly did. .In fine, behold one who is gone to 
the (hades below, thence never to return, to 
throw oil into the flames of difcord. The news 
has furprifed us all, and the more fo, becaufc it 
came unexpefted. It was a report that had fo 
often been falfely fpread that, when it was firft 
heard, we believed it to be fabulous, 

5 General 
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General Seidlitz has taken two thoufand pri- 
foncrs in the laft adion between him and the 
army of the Empire. Thefe are better than fo 
many Auftrian prifoners ; for they are rather 
recruits than prifoners. 

It is long fince I fufpefted the horrid perfidy 
of which your majefty fpeaks; but, fince the ills 
they wi(h to bring upon us have non taken place, 
wc ought not to afflift ourfelves at them, except 
fo far as they are in future to be feared ; and I 
perceive affairs in a fituation under which it will 
be impoffible for the ill will of certain people to 
be effe&ual, at leaft for the prefent. 

I have made a large crofs in my almanac op- 
pofite to the day which your majefty has done me 
the favour to announce, and which I did not 
think was fo near. Often have I had the honour 
to repeat to your majefty, all will at laft be well, 
provided you do but enjoy good health, and be 
but able to aft. 

Your majefty no doubt knows that the French 
were on the 6th of December to give np Port 
Mahon to the Spaniards. Should they at prefent 
be in the humour to make peace, what have they 
now to give in exchange to the Englifli ? I fee no 
means by which they may come to an accommo- 
dation, or improve their prefent condition, in- 
creafed as their loffes have been by war. 

¥3 It 
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It has been difcovercd that the Danifh envoy 
was acquainted with the death of the emprcfs of 
Ruflia three days fooner. than it was brought 
hither by the couriers, the firft of whom did not 
arrive before Tuefday morning ; for on Sun- 
day the envoy faid to fomc perfons -r-" One of 
^^ the principal crowned hcad^ of Europe is 
" dead.'* 

In vain did they prefs him to be more ej^plicit j 
Jie would add nothing, 

I have the honour to be, &c, 
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From the King. 

Undated* 

1 RUE it is, my dear marquis, that fa- 
vourable and unfavourable accidents fuccecd each 
other altcruatcly. We have endured fo many cruel 
and fearful misfortunes that fome reverfe might 
^ell be expected, which (hould afford us eafe. 

We ftill have to enquire however what is the 
extent of our hopes. I have been fo unfortu- 
nate duiing this whole war, both with the pen 
and the fword, that it has infpired great diffidence 

9^ 
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on every occafion; infomuch that I no longer 
confide in any thing but my eyes and ears, I 
could write a long chapter on the different man- 
ners in which polidcians lofe themfelves in their 
conjedtures, nor would examples in point be 
wanting; and all becaufe they have fuffered 
themfelves to be hurried away by their imagina- 
don^ and thus to be precipitate in their judgments. 
This is what renders me tardy and circumfped:. 
Oh how excellent is experience ! I, who was as 
thoughtlefs in my youth as a playful colt in a 
meadow, am now become as flow as old Neftor; 
but I muft add I am grey-headed, gnawed upon 
by grief, overwhelmed with infirmities, and, in a 
word, good for nothing but to be thrown to the 
dogs. 

Your intelligence concerning Port Mahon is 
falfe, my dear marquis, as is that of your two 
thoufand prifoners and general Seidlitz. I do 
not wonder at thefe city rumours ; we have them 
here. When we examine their origin, they are 
Joft in obfcurity, like the genealogies of great fa- 
milies. This is the moment for the inventors 
of tales, and the fabricators of reports. Nothing 
is incredible in which giants and fairies ad no 
part ; and few individuals are able to unveil truth, 
difguifed as (he is in her paffage through fo 
xnany mouths. You have always exhorted me 
74 -w 
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to take care of myfelf ; but how may this be 
done, my dear marquis, joftled as I am ? Birds 
which are given to be the play-things of chil- 
dren, and tops whipped by boys, are not more 
tormented and ill-treated than I have hitherto 
been, by my mod bitter enemies. 

Adieu, dear marquis* As foon as I (hall have 
any alleviating, confolatory, and reftorative intel- 
ligence to communicate, I (hall not fail to re- 
late it at length ; but (hould the contrary hap- 
pen, I (hall be equally (incere. May the ex- 
pedted good quickly arrive^ 

Ouce more adieu s do not forget me« 



LETTER CXXIX. 

From the King. 
Undated* 

1 AM neither dead nor buried, my dear 
marquis. My fever has left me, and I am ac 
prefent as well as others. Your imagination 
depifts the future with a flattering pencil ; but 
mine, lefs vivid and lefs cheerful, fuppofes no- 
thing but difEculties, pains, dangers, and miC* 
fortunes, by which we are threatened. 
I have indeed received news from the eaft, 

but 
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but the affair is not concluded. They feed me 
with hope ; I want fomething more fubftantial. 
However, toward the loth, a courier ought to 
arrive which will bring us Mofes and the pro- 
phets. 

All goes well in Ruffia. I cannot have po- 
fitive intelligence fooner than the i6th or the 
18th of this month. Let us wait therefore, my 
dear marquis ; patience, patience ; for the world 
is to me the fchool of patience, in which my 
ardour is all damped. I am good for nothing 
but to vegetate. The oil of my lamp is ex- 
haufted before the wick : I (hould at beft be 
only fit to turn Carthufian. This confidered, 
what employment will you give me, (hould 
peace ever be made ? Muft I grind colours for 
the marchionefs, or copy muGc for your viol di 
gamba ? In fine, calm your fears, my dear mar- 
quis ; do not let my health difturb you i and 
fend me all the news you hear, efpecially lite- 
rary news. 

Adieu ; I embrace yoa, 



LET- 
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'letter CXXX. 

From the King. 

Undated* 

I KEEP my word with you, my dear 
marquis, and communicate the good intelli- 
gence to you, piping hot, as I have received it* 
Our friend the Khan is on the march for Yafly, 
at the head of a hundred thoufand Tartars. He" 
has font me a fuccour of twenty- fix thoufand 
men, and the Turks are repairing full fpeed 
to Adrianople. I have been fortunate enougk 
to reconcile their interefts with thofe of the 
Ruffians ; and to arm thefe two powers againft 
the houfe of Auftria. This was no eafy work ; 
and it was neceflary to conciliate, in the beft 
manner we could, interefts fo oppofite, that 
they might meet in their prefent point of union* 
This is doubling the (lakes, fimilar to the trick 
which Kaunitz played me. If providence wiU 
but confent, I may do my enemies all the mif-» 
chief they wiflied to have done to me. 

Do not therefore be aftoniflied at my inac- 
tion ; but be certain that, as foon as I (hall have 
. wound up my machine, I (ball efFed more in 

4 month 
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^ month than I could in a year of any of tht 
preceding campaigns. 

This is a grand event ; and muft leave to 
-pofterky, at leaft for half a century, veftiges 
of this obftinate and cruel war. Rejoice, my 
dear marquis; henceforth we fhall have none 
but good news to fend. July and Auguft will 
be the months of our greateft progrefs ; every 
ftep we take will lead to peace, to the felicity 
of our poor nation. I begin to flatter myfelf 
I (hall find balm to pour into our wounds, or 
lan unguent fpr our burn, as you pleafe. 

Adieu, my dear marquis ; we have not often 
fin opportunity of fending news of fuch impor-. 
tance ; and I fend it you with pleafure, per- 
fuaded as I am of the part you take in what 
relates to me, and the profperity of the country 
I govern. I embrace you, and ferioully flatter 
piyfelf I (hall again meet you at Sans-Souci. 



LET- 
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LETTER CXXXI. 

From tbc Marquis iTyfrgens. 

SIRE, Berlin, Fcbruiiy 2, X762^ 

Yo U may well imagine the joy I felt 
at reading your letter ; this is the happieft day 
of my life. I have ever been perfoaded that, 
in the end, all the projeAs of your enemies 
would vanilh in fmoke ; but my fears were left, 
before fuch decifivc event, you fhould fink 
tinder the fatigues which you have for fix years 
fupported. In fine, after a fearful hurricane, 
calm is come again ; and I know too well the 
extent of your uiiderftanding not to be certain 
that you will profit as much as you can by the 
fortunate turn which affairs have taken. 

You ought, in pity to me, to fend me more 
good news. I have, without exaggeration, read 
your letter thirty times within fix hours, and I 
(hall read it as many more times. But you feem 
to have only mentioned one half of the fortunate 
things which have happened. You have treated 
me like a fick man, who is too weak yet to fup- 
port the blaze of day. In reality, you have not 
aded unwifely relative to my poor brain ; for 
one degree of pleafure more, and I would not 

have 
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have been anfwerable for its fanity. Oh had 
I but the happinefs now to be in your 
majcfty*s prcfence, how many things could I 
fay ! So many ideas rufh into my mind that I 
believe they would form a huge folio, I wifli 
to commit fome of them to paper^ and fend 
them you ; but I wait for another letter. 

I have ftill need of elixir to perfedly recover 
my ftrength. I refemble thofe fick peHbos 
who^ having long lingered between life and 
deaths fcarcely can perfuadethemfelves they are 
in no danger of a relapfe. 

I therefore wait for a line or two from your 
majefty, that I may yield to that lively joy 
which infpires us, in thefe terreflrial abodes, with 
thofe ecilafies which the devout hope to tafte in 
heaven. It depends therefore on your majefty 
to make me one of the blefled, and to render 
me a. living faint; a thing beyond the power of 
all the popes in the world. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



L E T- 
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LETTER CXXXIL 

From the Marquis d^Argens^, 

SIRE* BerUni February 12, ii6U 

I WAIT for the firft letter of your ma- 
jcfty as the Jews wait for their Meffiah ; and, to 
own the truth, I am in great need of a litrid 
confolation. The buildilig is crumbling away on 
all fides. I am continually incommoded fince my 
laft illnefs ; and, if I do not prop up my pool* 
body, it will foon fall to the ground ; but, ta 
render it efFeftual, a little gaiety is requifitc* 
l^ope the firft letter I (hall receive' from your 
majefty will give me not a little. 

The Auftrians affcdt to fpread a report, irt 
moft of the public papers, that you are inclined 
to make peace with them. I read, in one of the 
articles from Vienna, that they have fent a nevv 
ambaflador to that place to which .you fent 
what I faw fix months fince at Berlin. I ima* 
gine they fpread thefe mmours only to induce 
certain people to believe you will not aflift 
them, fhould they declare war, and that you 
have offered terms of accommodation to- the 
court of Vienna ; but I fufpeft every, thing after 
what I have (i:ti\. 

I The 
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The direftors of the academy have been 
with me, to commiffion me to entreat your ma- 
jefty would permit one of their members, M. 
Sulzer, an excellent citizen, and a Swifs by 
birth, to make a journey of two or three months 
to his own country, there to regulate feme do- 
meftic affairs. Next to M. Euler, this M, Sul- 
zcr is the bed of our academicians. He is a very 
learned man, and a good mathematician ; add 
to which, he does not receive any penfioli from 
the academy. He has, notwithftanding, very 
prudently fubmitted to the regulation which 
you made in the academy, that, during the 
war, no academician (hould remove without 
permifSon from your majefty. Let me entreat 
you would be kind enough to fend me a word 
in anfwer to this requeft.; for our lofs would 
be irreparable fliould M. Sulzer, who does not 
receive any penfion, refufe to be any longer a 
member in ordinary. 

While writing this long detail to your ma- 
jefty, I have the fever ; and my letter is well 
worthy of a man who does but enjoy half the 
faculties of his mind. Had I the power, I 
would willingly add fomething on literature ; 
but, at prefent, I (hould reafon like a man def- 
■ titute of common fenfe. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

LET. 
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LETTER CXXXIII. 

From the Marquis d^Argens. 

S I R Ey Berlin, February 16, l^6^. 

YO U work miracles as great as thofc of 
the Meffiah. Your letter has produced the 
fame cffeft on me as the words of Chrift did 
on the man in the palfy— '^ Take up thy bed 
and walk." — I was in bed with a cold, ac- 
companied by a flight fever, I rofe, dreffed 
myfelf, jumped and capered like a young kid 
in my chamber, and am at prefent in good 
health ; not the lead pain of body, not the 
leaft alarm of mind. You are, in truth, at 
once the greateft king, and the greateft apothe- 
cary, in Europe ; your powders and cmulfions 
are fuperior to all the prefcriptions of pharmacy, 
ancient and modern. 

Should the diverfion, which your majefty has 
done me the honour to mention, take place. 
Fortune will, in three months, repair all the 
wrongs (he has done you in fix years ; fliould 
it not, the peace between the Ruffians and 
Swedes is of fuch moment, that it will induce 
you patiently to fupport the failure of this aid, 
of the utility of which I am very fenfible. 

What 



What gives"me great hopes, from this diverfion, 
is that the Auftrians begin to be ferioufly dif- 
turbcd ; which I clearly perceive, by their affec- 
tation in afferting, in all the pubKc papers, that 
yoii wifli to make peace with them. I am con- 
vinced they are defirous to employ the ftrata- 
gem of an approaching peace to put off the di- 
Verfion. 

The Ddnifti envoy, thc.arch-prophet of mi{^- 
fortune in former times of grief, wears the moft 
melancholy face. He is exerting himfelf every- 
where to report that there is no profpeft of peace 
between the Ruffians and Pruffians ; and, wheii 
he faw the prifoners arrive from Magdeburg, he 
lo\idly affirmed, to all our minifters of ftate, 
^that it was merely arl exchange, iliudt of thi 
fame kind as that you caufed to be made by 
general Willich, Our good people pf Berlin 
were fimple enough to believe hiiii i the poor* 
folks were very much afflifted, and count Reufs 
came to me, in great confternation, to repeat the? 
difcourfe of the Dane. 

It happened that 1 had received your ma-» 
jefty's letter an hour before ; and, without far-* 
ther explanation, I aflured him there was not 
a word of truth in the aflertions of the Danifli 
minifter ; and that I would pledge myfelf for 
the conclufion of peace between the Ruffians 

vbir. X. Z ^nd 
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and Swedes. Our people of Berlin recovered all 
their joy ; your name pafled from lip to lip 
with benedictions ; and you ought to be in ex* 
cellent health, for, within twenty-four hours^ 
more than fifty hogiheads of wine have been 
drank to it in Berlin. 

The RuflTian officers, who have paiTed this 
way, have tcftified the utmoft joy at being the 
friends of the Pruffians. They were magni- 
ficently regaled, for three fucceffive days, by 
various families, and they have drunken copi* 
oufly to the health of your majefly, and of the 
emperor Peter III. whom God blefs and prof- 
per. May all his enemies, and yours, expire 
with (hame and vexation, at beholding their 
odious cabal defboyed in a moment ; and may 
they endure as much affliction as they have 
caufed fo many worthy people to endure ! There 
is not much [diilofophy in the with, but philo- 
ibphy itfelf is unable longer to contain. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



k 
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LETTER CXXXIV, 
From the King. 

Undated. 

By your ktter of the i6th I perceive, 
my dear marquis, you have exaftly feized the 
true iituation of our affairs. You have under* 
ftood every thing perfeftly well ; and you find 
your Danifh envoy is no better than a block- 
head. We have a Ruffian here, who paffed 
through Berlin as « courier, with whom l aia 
very well fatisfied ; and, unlets every principle 
of the human mind (hould be nothing better 
than abfurdiiy, we muft have made peace with 
Ruflia and Sweden by the opening of the cam- 
paign. 

With refpedl to other hopes, I (hall not re- 
ceive any certain intelligence fooner than the 
beginning of the next month. Hopes are truly 
our due ; for how great is the bitterncfs, the 
grief, in which we have paffed our lives for 
thefe fix years! Balm muft be poured into 
the wound, which believe me is both neceffary 
and good. 

1 am very glad I have cured you ; this of all 

the political afts of my life will be the beft* I 

Z2 wUh 
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*wi(h the prefcnt letter may be a new rcftora- 
tive, and that it may complete your peace of 
mind. 

To divert you, I fend you a Fable which I had . 
the whim to write, and which will foon be fol- 
lowed by another; my mind is not fufficiently 
"calm for ferious works, I therefore amufe myfelf 
with fables. 

Ah ! my dear marquis, when fliall I efcapc 
from this accurfed galley? I confefs to you 
that the political pilot, and the general hero of 
romance, are the moft troublefome trades of this 
fubTlinary world. Epicurus was in the right ; his 
fage ought never to interfere in public affairs. 
Perhaps we fliould do better were we to choofc 
our own fituation in life; but Fate is our maf- 
ter, and affigns us to this or that poft, which it 
is our duty to hold. 

Inform me whether the people are fatisfied 
at Berlin, and be perfuaded I love you always* 

Adieu. 



LET- 
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LETTER CXXXV- 

From thi Marquis d'Argens. 

SIRE, Berlin, Mardk i, 1762. 

X OU alk whether the people are fatisfied 
at Berlin; I anfwer they are in a delirium of joy. 
The wealthy make banquets; thofe of middling 
rank regale iheir families ; and bcnedidtions arc 
every where bellowed on your majefty, as well as 
on the emperor of Rulfia. You both ought to live 
thefe three hundred years, were the prayers of 
the people, glafs in hand, but heard. 

All the foreign gaztttes fpeak of the union 
between Ruffia and Pruflia as a thing eftpfted. 
Thus all Brandenburg participates the joy of 
Berlin, J^nd every letter that arrives here affirms 
the fatisfadion is no lefs in other cities than it is 
in the metropolis. 

With refpedt to myfelf, your majefty may be 
affured that, fhould the diverfionin queftion take 
place in the month of March, my poor brain will 
be unable to hold any longer. I have been two 
days fit for bedlam, in the excefs of my joy. I 
am very much the humble fervant of philofophy, 
tut there are times at which Heraclitus himfelf 
Z 3 would 
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would fay with Horace—" There is a charm ii| 
" madncfs."* 

I thinks like your majefty, that: to pour balm 
into the wound is mod proper. This will bo 
the means of preventing the ill-intentioned from , 
giving a fecond wound. Your majefty always; 
thinks well^ and on this occafion admirably 
well. 

The Fable your majefty has done me the ho- 
nour to fend is charming, and written with that 
elegant iimplicity which becomes this kind of 
poem. 

The news of the ceflion of Port Mahon to the 
Spaniards^ which I fent your majefty fome time 
fince^ and which you then regarded as fabulous^ 
is verified. France gains three millions of piaftres 
by this ceffion. 

Never did I think before I (hould wilh to 
grow older ; but on this, as on many other fub- 
jefts, I find I am deceived; I wifli at prefent to 
be fix weeks older. 

I have the honour to bcj &c. 



LET* 
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BETTER CXXXVI. , 
From the King. 

MY DEAR MARQUIS. lJ^%6». 

1 HE joy of the inhabitants of Berlin^ 
which you dcfgribe, has communicated itfelf to 
my heart. I have a foretafte of the fenfations 
I (hall feel at the conclufion of a general peace. 
Our intelligence from Peterlburg is fuch as we 
could wi(h; perhaps peace is theceiigned at this 
very moment. 

I have not received all the news I could have 
defired from a certain quarter ; but I know there 
are troops on their march^ and that the fear 
;it Vienna is great. 

I have every reafon to hope that I (hall fuc- 
ceed i as foon as I (hall be more certain, I will 
partake that fatisfaftion with you, which fo fortu- 
nate a circnmftance will give me. 

In fine, my dear marquis, the clouds begin to 
difperfe ; and we may again hope to fee a fine fe- 
rene day, and the fun in all his fplendour. 

I fend you a Tale which I have written; while 

compofing it, my head was full of the works of Bof- 

fuet, and his impertinent variations, in which all 

Z4 the 
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the myftic reveries of the fchool are explained. 
Angry at fuch abfurdities, I wrote a fable to re- 
venge myfelf on thofe who pafs their lives in 
fpreading fuch nonfenfe. The obfcure grotto of 
the caft is the fubjed: of the allegory, and the 
whole is clear enough to Hand in no need of ai 
commentary. 

Rejoice, my dear marquis; continue calm, and 
in good health. Courage returns with hope; and 
I expeft once more, before I die, to fee you at 
Sans-Souci, where we will peacefully philofo- 
phize, without being in periculo mortis. 

Adieu, dear marquis ; God blefs you. 
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From the Marquis d'Argens. 

SIRE, Berlin, March 9, i']62» 

1 HE intelligence which your majefty has 
done me the favour to fend is admirable, nor 
have I any doubt that you will inceflantly re- 
ceive that which will accomplilh all your hopes- 
We are not- only enraptured at Berlin by be- 
ing relieved from our mod dangerous enemy, but 
arc delighted to find we may do to our two prin- 
cipal 
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cipal enemies all the wrong 'they wifhed to do, 
but which they have not done, to us. Your 
citizens of Berlin are really good people, and 
are well worthy of the affeftion you (hew for 
then^. Rejoicings are preparing here, an ac- 
count of which 1 (hall fend you for your amufe- 
ment, as foon as an armiftice, or a fufpenfion of 
arms,, fliall have been figned at Stargard, Ima- 
gine what they will do when peace (hall be 
figned with Rulfiai for the people are fo angry 
with the Auftrians and French that they care 
but little concerning peace with them. 

Your Tale is ingenious, charming, and light; 
not a line, not a word, not a fy liable to corrcdt. 
The idea is new, and the application juft. I 
have the honour to repeat, this little work is 
charming. You have infufed all that gaiety 
into it which your mind muft feel at the pre- 
fent fituation of your affairs. 

I wi(h the diverfion may take place, for it 
would completely punifh your enemies for their 
audacious phrenzy, to which they imagined they 
need not fet any bounds. But thefe haughty' 
. Auftrians and proud French no longer have any 
advantage, except in the Dutch gazettes, all the 
editors of which they have bought.. In one of 
(he 29th of February, and again on the 2d of 

March, 
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March^ there was a formal denial of any negohi 
ciation on foot between Pruflla and Ruilia. 

I wait the arrival of a letter from your ma- 
Jefty, in which you will deign to inform me 
whether I may regale thefc gentlcmea with a fliort 
work intitled — LeUre (Tun Baron Weftpbalicn 
a un Bourgeois d'AmJierdam *. I have long been 
out of patience by the rhodomontades of the 
Auftrians, and the gafconades of the French. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CXX^YIII, 

from ibf Marquis iArgens. 

SIRE, Jcrlin, March %i^ 1762, 

Your majefty no doubt has received the 
letter I did myfelf the honour to write in an- 
fwer to yours of the 6tla of this month, I there- 
fore fliall not repeat how ingenious and how 
charming I thought your little Poem. 

The great and good occupations which at 
prefent employ your time, muft necefiarily in- 
trude upon your cuflomary moments of leifure. 

^ A Letter from a Weftphaliao Baron to a Citizen of 
Amfterdam* 

I cannot 
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I cannot however forbear %o inform you of two 
plcafant circumft^nces, the firft of which, per? 
Jiaps, you already know. 

The king of France raifed a baftard, which he 
has had by one mademoifelle'de Roman, to the 
rank of duke of Vcndome, a legitimate prince of 
the blood, at thp moment of the child's birth. 
It is a'ffirmed that, had this miftrefs been brought 
%Q bed at Verfailles, La Pompadour would have 
been immediately difmiffcd ; and that the duke 
de Richelieu had ordered matters in the bed 
manner he could to produce that effed. The 
news comes from the. Dutch ambaflador, an4 
lie received it from the ambaffador of France. 

The other article makes much noifc at Ver- 
failles. On the day of the exile of marihal de 
Broglio, the play of Tancred, by Voltaire, was 
a£ted at the French theatre in Paris. In the fifth 
or fixth fcenc of the firft aft there are lines, the 
fenfe and words of which are nearly thcfe— 
^« Tancred is a hero ; and, notwithftanding the 
<* cabal by which he is banilhed, the people 
*' love him, and know his merit/' Whether 
the aftrefs intentionally applied this paflage to 
M. de Broglio, or endeavoured to fpeak it in a 
fuperior manner, the lines produced fo great an 
cffed in the pit that they were applied to the 
marihal. The applaufe was exceffive, and the 
a£trefs was obliged tp repeat them feveral times. 

3 The 



* 54^ POSTHUMOUS WORKS. 

The court ordered the lieutenant-general of the 
police to enquire into this affair; and .the aftrefs 
has been obliged to make oath (he had no other 
intention than that of afting her part well. 
Some fixty of the applauding auditors" have 
been taken up, againft whom formal profecu- 
tions are commenced. Can any. thing on earth 
be more ridiculous, except the arrets of the par- 
liaments for the expulfion of the Jefuits, and 
thofe of the council for their protedion ? All 
Paris is more occupied by thefe affairs than by 
Martinico, where the Englilh papers affirm 
that, after having been twice repulfed, they 
have at laft difembarked twelve thoufand regu-. 
lar troops. - 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER qXXXIX. 

^ From the King^ 

MY DEAR MARQUIS, Undated. 

I OUR letter found me in a fever, which 
is the return of an epidemic fever, now com- 
mon in the city, and a defcription of which Catt 
can give you. 

Your two articles of intelligence from Paris 
bear the charaderiftic of frivolity, the goddefs 

of 
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of the Country. I do not, however, believe that, 
had madame Raimon * been brought to bed at 
Verfailles, La Pompadour would have been dif- 
miffed; becaufe the king of France is a man of 
habit, and has placed his confidence in that 
woman, who, during feven or eight years, has 
governed his kingdom to his fatisfaftion. But 
even fliould this creature be difmiffed, do not 
imagine I (hould be any great gainer; a Saxon 
fadion is formed in that country, which would 
be equally inimical to my interefts. 

What meannefs is it in the court to profccutc 
the fellows who applauded the paffage in Tan- 
cred! This really is moft wretched conduft; as 
indeed is the oppofition between the council and 
the parliament for and againfl the Jcfuits. 

But my head is fo weak, my dear rnarquis, 
that I can add nothing more, except that the em- 
peror of Ruflia is a divine man, in honour of 
whom I ought to ered altars. . 

Adieu, my dear marquis ; I can add no more* 

* • Tins variation of the name exifts in the Berlin cdi- 
tio». . T, 
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LETTER CXLi 
From tbi Marquis ^Jrgens^ 

SIRE, BerUn, March i6^ ijiL 

I HAVE enjoyed the fwect farisfadion of 
converfing, during the fpace of two hours, with 
M. Catt, concerning your majefty ; and he has 
very candidly indulged my curiofity, and an- 
fwered all my queftions. How often have t 
pitied your majefty ! But I return to my old 
prophecy; at length, thank Heaven, our wcki 
are all ended, and nothing remains but joy. M* 
de Catt has informed mt that he met with 
count Horde near Breflau ; you have therefore 
learned many more things which muft have 
been very fatisfaftory. 

I have read your anfwer to M* D'Alembcrt 
with infinite pleafure ; there is nothing which 
ought to or can give him offence j it is ingenious 
pleafantry, without bitternefs or gall : yet really 
the mathematicians, D'Alembert and the French 
academy, are altogether becoming madmcn« 
\Vhat is this philofophic fpirit, fo much vaunted, 
which leads us to prefer Virgil to Taffo *, and 
to retail with an important and decifive mien fo 
jttiany paradoxes ? Thus, in the times of Seneca 

* Did not the marquis mean to fay Taflb to Viipl ? 

and 



COERXSPOKSQNCB. ^jt 

&nd Lucan^ the tafte of the Auguflan age began 
to decline, 

M, de Catt is going to pafs three days at 
Wittemberg, to converfe with his cduntryman, 
who has entreated him to meet him half-way on 
the road between Berlin and Leipfic, being in 
hafte to return to Switzerland, I congratulate 
your majefty on your poffefling a perfon fo truly 
attached to you as is M. de Catt. You will re- 
coUeft what I had the honour to write to you, in 
the month of April laft, concerning this gentleman. 
I had then heard many things, of which I have 
fince obtained more certain information, which 
demonftrated to me how eflential it was that 
your majefty (hould not admit into your private 
^ipartments, in which your papers are depofited, 
any but men of known probity, who Ihould be 
entirely devoted to you. 

Your majefty has done me the favour to in- 
form me you will allow me to take the waters at 
Sans-Souci. I (hall profit by this permiffion, 
with your good leave, toward the end of the next 
month ; that my health may be entirely recovered, 
and that I may be enabled to pay my refpefts to 
your majefty, when I (hall have the happinefs to 
fee you again, with an affiduity which may com- 
penfatc for the chagrin which has been occa* 
(ioned by your abfencc. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

LET- 
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LETTER CXLL 

From tbi Marquis (TJrgens. 

, SIRE, Berlin, March 29, I ySii 

1 SIT down to anfvver the letter your ma- 
jefty has clone me the honour to write, the mo- 
ment it is come to hand, Man is not made 
for continued happinefs* For four days I had 
been tranquil and cheerful, and I am now 
ialarmed by a tlioufand fears for the fituation of 
your health. I hope, notwithRanding, that your 
difeafe will have no bad confequenccs, and that 
the epidemic fever which is at Brcflau is fimilar 
to that which we have here at Berlin, and by 
which, within this fortnight, almoft every body 
has been attacked; hut which, when mofl: obfti- 
nate, feldom co:ii::uies longer than feven or 
eight days. 

What you have L]onp me tlic honour to fay 

concerning the cmpjror of Ruifia, has given me 

' double pleafure ; firft, becaufe, though your 

body were incommoded, your mind muft be 

contented, which will very much contribute to 

the recovery of your health; and again, becaufe 

Ihope the fricnuQ'iip, which this great prince fo 

Xcry ardently tellifies for your majefty, will, by 

the union of your common'interefts, as well as your 

1 common 



common afFcdions, conduce to put an end t^ 
our troiiblesi ^nd l^ad to peace. When (hall 
I have the pleafure again to fee you in tran- 
quiUity ? 

Your majefty may judge of my prefent fears ; 
let roe earncftly entreat you, ftiould you not 
l^av.e time to write a word youifelf, becaufe of 
the ^fiair^ ^y >vhi;:h I )mow you muft be cn^ 
* cumberjed,jo CAwft .Que of your chamber do- 
.Oieftiqs to wi;tre jpg an account of the date of 
your health. I prpteft I {hall not live till i 
hear from your majefty. 

ypu capnot, fire, .but be well fatisfied with 
the princic q{ PrufliA. Every perfon who has feen 
ihim ^t Magdebw^g rqlaces a thoufand circum- 
.ftanc^ ip hisTavpur. You certainly perform ex- 
cellent things; .and the ad of fendiag for him to 
be with^you is moil excellent^ for a thoufand. and 
.a thoufand reafons. He will proBt more in one 
fday with ypu than he would have done in fix 
,montJhs at Magdeburg* 

I once again requeft your majefty would fend 
jme news of yp>}r health* 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 
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LETTER CXLII. ' 

From the Marquis d^Ar^ens. 
SIRE, BcrKn, April 3, 1 762. 

Your laft letter, in which you were 
kindly pleafed to inform me you were rid of 
your fever, perfeAly tranquillized my mind. 
For M. de Catt being gone to Wittemberg, to 
vifit his relation, I knew not what this fever 
might be, and was continually tormented by the 
moft gloomy ideas, recoUefting the malady that 
was prevalent at Brcflau, the winter that I was 
there. Fortunately count Hordt, who departed 
two days after the arrival of the letter which you 
did me the honour to write, had faid that it was 
only a fever that was the confequencc of a cold. 
Count Reufs brought me this good news, and 
came to me for. that exprefs purpofe. I loved 
him much before, bccaufe he is a good and ex- 
cellent citizen, devoted to you in heartand mind; 
but Inovv love him ftill better; andhad^he prc- 
fentcd me with a hundred thoufand crowns, he 
would not have given me one quajt^r of the 
pleafure. 

Martinico is taken, and, exclulive of the in- 
cflimable advantages of that conqueft, the re- 

fult 
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fult will be of ftill greater utility. Thirty-four 
(hips of war are immediately enabled to adb 
againft the Spaniards, with an army of fixteen 
thoufand regular troops which will be equal to 
an array of eighty thoufand in Europe. 

Befide this advantage, another very confidc- 
rable one has happened. An earthquake has 
juft deftroyed the port of Canhagena in Ame- 
rica; the ramparts and fortifications are moil 
of them fallen, and the two forts of Santa Mar- 
garita, which defended the entrance of the har- 
•bour, are entirely ruined. Nothing can be 
more certain than this intelligence, and a nar- 
rative of the difafter is inferted in all the papers. 
Thus are the Pondicherry and the Cape Breton 
of the Spaniards deftroyed, without having af- 
forded the EngliQi the leaft trouble. 

I neither fe^lack nor white *. Not black, 
becaufe we may employ, this campaign, that 
army with which we faced the Ruffians, and the 
corps which we oppofed to the Swedes, againft 
fhe Auftrians. Your majefty muft have per- 
ceived, from my letter, that I never placed any 
great dependence on the perfons whom I met 
at the houfe of M. d'Andrefel. Thus, not ha- 
ving founded the leaft hopes on their aflertions, 

* A .proverbial exprefliOD, the fenfe of which cannot be 
mifunderftood. T. 

A a 2 I do 
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1 do not cftimatc them ai any thing, in ray 
manner of reafoning. 

I do not fee- chtirely white, becaufc I knov 
that the utmoft prudence of a general may he 
rendered InefTedual by the ftupidity or the 
cowardice of (ubalceros ; of which truth, un- 
fortunately, I hare but too many examples. 
But I confide in your intelBgence and your fu- 
perior talents ; you will fupply whatever fliall 
loe wanting* 

What if you were to doubt, and fey — How 
if prince Ferdinand were to be beaten ? — Why 
fliould he be fo, fince he has hitherto always 
Ibeaten his enemies .^ — What if prince Henry 
were to meet with fome difadvantage ? — ^Why^ 
being now ftronger than ever, (hould he not adb 
as well as he has done hitherto ? — Well, but 
what if the emperor of Ruflia were to die? — 
Why Ihould he die ? He is young, is in good 
health ; and the prefent age is not the age of 
Medicis — ^What if I, the king of Pruflia, were 
to be beaten ? — If ever that Ihould happen, { 
confent to lofe my head. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 



LET. 
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t. E T T E R CXUIL 

From the King. 

April 8« 1762. 

Y O U are cheerful and good-humoured, 
cny dear marquis, nor (hall it be my part to 
afflift you by my melancholy dreams : bcfide, 
our thoughts, be they gloomy or gay, have no 
influence on affairs ; they continue their train ^ 
accident, good or bad, muft be taken as k 
comes I and our griefs mufl be endured, ihould 
fortune be averfe. 

I am at prefent deep in negotiation; all 
goes as I could wifh at Peterfburgi and I ven- 
ture to tell you that this country, from which 
you hoped nothiiig, will fulfii my wi(hes, though 
a month later than I could have deiired. To« 
ward the month of May, there will be a fine fa- 
tanical feilival h^ld ip opr poof Europe, and 
fuch are the means by which we tpuft put aa 
end to this d^teflable w^r« 

I am once more reading the Eccleiiafiical 
Hiflory of Flpury, to which I accuftoni myfplf 
without difficulty, and which will hold out tp 
(he month of July. It is a tough mprfel, whidt 
^iX\ ^umi(h ibpd for half a caippailgn* I f&f 
Aa 3 no 
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no more at prefent ; my dear marquis, I am in 
expedation of great news, which I will fend you 
before it has time to cool, as foon as it comes 
to me. 

Adieu; I embrace you. 



LETTER CXLIV. 
From the Marquis d^Argens. 

S I R £9 Berlin, April 11, 1762. 

Your majefly*s letter has made my 
hopes mount ten degrees. You fpeak of my 
cheerfulnefs ; but, be this as great as it may be, I 
ftill think it very moderate ; and cannot but , 
confider it as a miracle that my poor brain 
Ihould not be totally turned fmce the month 
of February. But (hould what you mentioned 
to me relative to the people whom I for- 
merly met at the houfc of M. d'Andrefel take 
place, I will be anfwerable for nothing ; I (hall 

~^>perhaps be obliged to ftick fome thirty pins 
into my breech, to oblige the vital fpirits to de- 
fcend, inftead of mounting with too much ra- 

f pidity up to the brain. Pleafantry apart, (hould 

1 ever learn that the motions "which you expeft 

to be made have taken place, I would not be 

5, anfwcr- 
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anfwerabic that my joy fliould not excite emo- 
tions of dangerous cxcefs. I am well fenfible of 
the refult of an event fimilar to that for which you 
hope, and of which I cannot but fee the happy 
confequences ; nor can I be entirely calm till I 
Ihall learn it has adkually happened. Permit me, 
fire, to cite a line from one of our bcft poets : 

^e Ufoubaite trap pour U crwrefans peine *• 

But I fee fo many good things on another fide, 
that I wait with patience for that which I wilh 
for moft at prefent. 

Your majefty no doubt knows that the Eng- 
lifh have taken thirty- fix of the largeft priva- 
teers of France at Maninico. The lofs of this 
ifland, in one fingle article, is equivalent to 
thirty millions of livres. (One million, two hun- 
dred and fifty thoufaiid pounds fterling). A 
hundred thoufand chefts of fugar were annually 
tranfported from Marti ijico to France, each 
cheft containing fix hundred weight, which 
amount to fix ty millions of pounds of fugar. If 
we rate each pound at ten fous, which are equal 
in value to three of our old gros, you wil> 
fiind, without any great calculation, the fum 
equals thirty millions of livres ; confequently 
the double of the revenue which the eleftorate 
of Hanover yields in the moft flourilhing times 
* For this I wifti too much to give it eafy belief, 

A a 4 of 
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of peace. Tnie it is, the fuhjefls of the king 
of France, and not himfelf, fiiffer the loft of 
this confiderable fum ; but the wound is equally 
deep with refped to the kiiigdom, arid will long 
continue to bleed. 

It is here affirmed you are putting the palacfc 
of Charlortenburg in order; if your majeftjr 
happen to recoiled the charming jJapcring for 
rooms which was (hewn you by the officers and 
the ladies at Leipfic ; and (hoUld you think 
proper to make ufe of fome of it, conOdering 
that, becaufe of its chckpnefs, a room may be 
prepared for little more than forty crowns cur- 
rency ; the paper manufaduirr at Rheitiibcrg^ 
who is a gentleman in the fuite of prince Henry, 
and who is come to rcqueft my recommcndatioh 
to your majcfty, will fend you fome of the bcft 
patterns. 

M. de Catt is better; he has met with a 
good furgeon here who has afforded him much 
relief, and who has promifcd to enable him, in 
twelve days, to depart to join your riiajefty, and 
to make the campaign without inconvenience 
to himfelf, provided he will but be careful, and 
not hereafter be as bad a jockey as St. Paul, of 
Chriftian memory. 

All the public papers fay that tins fleet, which 
has taken Martinico^ Is gone to pay a \ifit to 

the 
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the Spaniards u the Havannab, and, by tb# 
potent arguments of powder and ball, to bor« 
jow fome miUion^ of piaftres-»So be it* 
i have the honour to be^ &c« 



LETTER CXLV. 
Fy9m $be Marquis d^Argens. 

8 I R £9 Berlin^ April 23^ \^^u 

I W ELL fufpcfted, from certain things 
which I had read in the public papers, there 
were fome darii manoeuvres carried on at a 
court in which, fince the change of the miniftry, 
weaknefs appears to have fucceeded, fortitude, 
in fpite of the unhoped-for advantages fortune 
feems to beftow on people who are fo little qua- 
lified to profit by them, 

I hope, (hould the ancient fubjedts of Mithri- 
dates put themfelves in motion, all will do mar- 
velloufly well, and that you may then fuffer thofc 
who adt fo contrary to all rules of politics to 
commit as many follies as they pleafe, without 
being of any injury to yourfeif. I expeA a con* 
firmation of intelligence from the ancient ene- 
mies of Pompey with infinite impatience ; I 
place much more fiuth in their promifes than in 

thofe 
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thofc of the people I formerly met at the houfe 
of M. d'Andrefel. 

I have requefted M. de Catt, who will have 
the honour to deliver my letter to your majefty, 
to mention a thing to you which may be ufeful, 
but which I durft not entrufl: to paper, becaufe 
no one can tell what accidents may bcfal a tra- 
veller. M. de Catt, with whom I have had 
the pleafure daily to converfe of your majefty, 
can likewife inform you of the life I have led 
for thefe ten months. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER. CXLVI. 
From the Marquis (TArgens. . 

SIRE, April, 1762. 

I FORGOT to give M. de Catt the 

two pieces of M. d'Alembert which your ma- 
jefty did me the favour to communicate ; I have 
the honour to return them. They contain 
good, bad, and Angular things. It is vexatious 
to find that the fpirit of paradox, which foon or 
late will ruin good tafte, and at length be de- 
ftruAive of common fenfe, (hould fucceed to the 
fine genius of the age of Louis XIV, 

I learn 
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I learn your majefty is at work, on the fathers- 
of the church. I have often had the honour: 
to remark to you that nothing was wanting to 
your courfe of reading but fome dozen volumes 
in foUo ; after which you might difpute with' 
Don Calmet and all the Benedidtines on earth, • 
I am running over the fcripture, and the 
remarks I make may be ferviceable to the notes 
I am writing on Timceus the Locrian, whofe 
works I have tranilated^' they having never ap- 
peared in the vulgar tongue. This Timoeus 
the Locrian is a madman of the firft rank ; not 
a word of fenfe throughout his works : but, as 
his philofophy was the bafis of that of the Py- 
thagoreans, and of the primitive Chriftians, they 
will furnifti me with excellent dilfenations. 

When I left your majefty, I was ftammering 
Greek ; and when I (hall meet you againt you 
will find me as learned as Dacier andSalmafius. 
For my knowledge in this tongue, which ferves 
as my amufement, am I indebted to the cha- 
grin which I have fufFered for eighteen months* 
My mind muft either have been occupied, that it 
•might not be difturbed by the afflidtion which this 
infernal war has incited, or I (hould have died 
with grief. Remain perfuaded, fire, that, ex- 
cept yourfelf, no perfon has more fenfibly felt 
the misfortunes with which we have fometimes 

been 



^64 POSTHCJMeVS WOB^KS. 

been af&ulted. I was overwhelmed by two 
mortal fears ; the firft regarded th^ fafecy of the 
ftacc^ and the fecond^ which was ij^ueh the xdoA 
confiderable, related to your own perianal prefer- 
vation. At length, thanks be to HcaYcn» our 
alarms are all ended, and, in a, lew month$i I 
hope to have the plcafure of feeing your nnajefty, 
tranquil and contented, in the bofom of peaoe» 
and enjoying that fweet repofe which your wtf cht 
ings and your fatigues have well meritcc). 

I expe£k a letter from your majefly to-day or 
to-morrow, and am infirm hopes of there finding 
a confirmation of the good news which your ma* 
jefty has done me the favour to intimate, and 
which incited a degree of pleafure which ea-> 
tircly reftored me to health. 

I have the honour to be, &cc 



LETTER CXLVII. 
From the King. 

Brcflau, April 19, i^ia. 

I BEGAN to languifh like a iOowertbat 

had long been deprived of the dews of heaven, 

when Catt gave me your letter. This celeftial 

dew reanimated and reflored me to life, k is 

I pleafant^ 



{vteafftnt, my dear marqoR, tihat you ibonid be 
reading the New Teftament, and I frte fathers dF 
the churdi. W'hait 43emon can have infpired 
us with thefe ideas ? Tell me by wh^ fymparfiy 
#ur minds liavc been dii«Acd, attheiame rirare, 
tdwarid tile iame fubjeds ! I believie we ndcher 
of as ^knew the ocher's kitencion. 

i xonfefe J am aftoniflied at :the extrenie 
wanderings of rhe human mind, whenever I 
read fuch difpucesconceraing dogmas and* n:^f* 
-tcries; however, 'Lean fay nothirtg which you 
^D not ailready know. I can fee at this diftance# 
by your deportment, that you are wiihing for 
^ocfd news : I ani farttmacemoiigh to be able 
%o gratify your wi(hes. 

From Ruflia I exped a courier with the 
treaty of peace and alliance on the part of Swe- 
den. The mediators break the wind df every 
poft-horfe in their great fpced, that the peace 
may be figncd. 

Nor is this all ; the fucceflbr of Mithriditt^s 
isad^ually in the field with a large reinforce- 
iment • The peopk on whom the new-born fun 
4boks 'down^arer equally in motion ; treaties ane 
toade; all is-arraqged; ^fo that we may dc- 
'pend on the -accomplilbment of my h<?pes. 
Such is the ncw»Tor which we^are waiti/^g, but 

it 
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it is intelligence fo good that we may pardon 
its tardinefs. 

I therefore at prefcnt hope, with good rea- 
(bn, that this year will be the end of our la- 
bours. Catt has mentioned poor Gotter to. me, 
as a man in the agonies of death. Alas ! I (hall 
find nothing but the walls and you, my dear 
marquis, at Berlin ; no more acquaintance, not 
a foul, but Chall perceive I have furvived this 
whole unfortunate generation. 
' I have bufinefs which prevents me from con- 
tinuing ; I will tell you more when I (hall have 
more leifure. Adieu, my dear, my good, my 
only marquis ; I embrace yoii with all my heart. 



K 



LETTER CXLVIIL 

From the Marquis d'Jrgens. 
SIRE, Berlin, May 3, 1762. 

Your majefty muft have previoiifly 
imagined the joy which the receipt of the laft 
letter you have done me the honour to write 
muft infpire ; and I was the more delighted 
becaufe knowing how much good might arrive 
from the eaft, I never could well perfuade my- 

felf 
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(elf this good would arrive. Now more than ever, 
Hre, you muft be careful of your health, that 
you may bring all things to perfeftion, and af- 
terward retire in tranquillity to Sans-Souci, 
there to recover from all the enormous fatigues 
which you have without relaxation for fix years 
fuftained. 

I have no literary intelligence with which to 
acquaint your majefty, except two articles 
which prove that the wicked are fometimcs 
though not always punilhed. La Pompadour 
has loft an eye, and the other will foon fuffer 
the fame fate. This woman will undergo the 
doom of CEdipus. A proof of the exiftencc of 
providence is ftill fomething ; though to render 
this proof irrevocably convincing, (he muft un- 
dergo the deftiny of Cartouche. 

The Jefuits will foon be entirely rooted out 
of France : their colleges are already (hut up, 
and their wealth, in parr, beftowed on the prin- 
cipals of the feminaries who are to be charged 
with the education of youth. Here is an event 
unexpefted by all Europe. I have the honour 
to fend your majefty an engraving, done at 
Paris, the execution of which is very bad, but 
the- thought is ingenious enough. All orders 
•of monks are put in a fievc, which the firft pr«- 
fident (hakes, and the Jefuits drop through like 

the 
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Ac chaff from whett^ wiuch lall is the fywbol 
«f the other ordersj that retnaut in the fieve s^ 
wheat renutins after winoowing. 

Your majefty's letter has infpired me with 
ib much courage that, perceiving nations fo va- 
rious about to open their campaigns, I am like- 
wife about to open mine ; and, fince your ma- 
jttty has had the >com,plaifance to permit me to 
xaketiie Mraters at Sans-Souci^ I will leave my 
ihcl\, out of which I have not crawled for thcfc 
ten months, and will go to proclaim to the 
siymphs and deities, of the Havel, that they will 
4bon again fee your majefty on its happy banks. 
Qhonay this .moment fuffer no delay ! 
J have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CXLIX. 

Frmn the King. 

MY DEAR MARQUIS, Brcflau, Maj 8, 1762. 

Yo U have furniftied my table with the 
beft of all poffible ragouts; I there produced 
your engraving of the Jefuits; each man made 
his remarks on the fubjedb, .and we have all 
laughed, which has not been ufual in my houfe 
fince the afflidions which wc have^ fuffcrsed. 

The 
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The French are plcafatit madmen : I love ene- 
mies that incite laughter ; and I hate my mo- 
rofe Auftrians, inflated with pride and imper- 
tinence, and who are good for nothing except 
to make men yawn, or to infulc the unfor- 
tunate. 

. I have no news for you at prefent but that I 
am in hourly expectation of my couriers. Per- 
haps you will think that for fome months pall I 
have been in continual expe&ation of couriers : 
the remark is true : they will however arrive at 
laft, and our impatience only jvill have fuffered, 
by delay. In this there is mo harm ; for we gene- 
rally gain by fubjefting our natural reftleflheft 
to a ftiort regimen of patiencej which pro* 
motes the praftice of moraUty and the ftudy of 
wifdom. I am now affembling the army, and 
making the final regulations to the preparations 
for the campaign. Pray Heaven it may be for- 
tunate, and the laft of thofe I (hall ever make. 

I am glad you are going to Sans-Souci ; my 
imagination will know where to find you : I 
(hall follow you into the |iark ; r(hall fay, the 
marquis is now playing on the viol di gamba; 
at fnch an hour he is commenting on the New 
Teftament in Greek ; I now perceive him re- 
peating tender leflbns with Babet ; in fuch an 
alley he is drawing up political plans; and 

VOL. X. B b whije 
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while he re-vifits my apartments he remembers 
me. 

I >(ball afterwards hold a (hort ideal dialogue 
with you ; but fome intelligence of Daun will 
arrive, and the agreeable iUulion will vanifli, be 
blown away by the wind. 

My fituation is not yet entirely free from 
certain overhanging clouds^ which occafionally 
obfcure the ferene rays that enlighten me. This 
would much difturb me^ had I not been taught 
by experience that all the evil we fear does not 
befal us. 

The troubles will foon become general over 
all Europe ; and I imagine, after every brain 
(hall have attained the height of phrepzy, rca- 
fon will then as fuddenly return^ like people 
attacked by inflammatory fevers, who, after a 
long fit ai delirium, fall into profound ilecp, 
and as they awake recover their fenfes. Ah ! 
how long does this happy moment keep us in 
expe<fbition ! How great are the labour-pains 
of Europe^!, before (he can be delivered of the (• 
much defired peace ! 

, In peacie or in war^ fortunate or unfortunate, 
abfent or prefent, you will ever find me the 
fame ; that is to fay, loving and efteeming you 
as I always have done. 

Adieu, my dear marquis ; good night^ I am 
going to bed. 

2 • LET. 
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L E T t E R CL. 
From the Kingi 

Undated. 

I WISH, my dear mariquis, I were able 
<^very day to fend you agreeable news, but we 
have none of any kind at prefent, except that 
Sweden will immediately make peace, and that I 
imagine the conclufion of that with Ruffia will 
arrive on the 20th. It will ht abbut this time 
likewife that I (hall receive news from the place 
in which you were with M. d'Andrefcl. I have 
already had intelligence from the countries whieh 
were anciently governed by Mithridates^ and 
fuch as gives me the greateft pleafure ; the only 
difference is that the good has arrived ^ month 
too late. 

In defpite of to niany favourable appearances, 
you cannot imagine how many vexations aflault 
me, coming from places at which I certainly did 
not expeft to hieet them. In fihe^ I believe my- 
felf predeftined in my old age to fee my pa- 
tience exercifed in all poffible forms. Thy will ' 
be done, O Lord ! 

1 (hall become patient, marquis, £hd this is att 

I (hall gain, which however, the balance (truck, 

will be no tride. Daun and almoft all the Au- 

B br 2 (Irian 
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firian anny are coming tameet me ; I (hall have 
great need of aid; and, unlefs fome good diverfion 
fhoidd uke place, I flull find it difficult to ter- 
minate the war. 

Adieuy mj good marquis ; coodnue to love 
me^ and be perfuadcd of mycftcem. 



LETTER CLL 

Frem ibe MarqmsJtArgvu. 

SIRE» I^otfibm^BC^ 18,1761. 

I ARRIVED here yefteiday, in the de- 
lightful abode of Sans-Souci^ and I have this day 
been informed, by a letter which has been fent 
me from Berlin, that you have beaten the corps 
of general Beck, and taken eight battalions pri- 
ibners. You treat the Auftrians as ill in Silefia 
as prince Henry does in Saxony. This is a good 
commencement of the campaign ; and (hould 
thofe things happen which, according to my 
conjefture, ought to happen, about the beginning 
of the next month, I have no doubt but by the 
end of the year you will revifit the happy banks 
of the Havel, and will come to behold the fu- 
perb things which you have caufed to be done 
at Sans-Souci, and which I unceafmgly contem- 
plate 
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plate with new admcratioD. AH here is in tlie 
beft order poffible. For the Iotc of God there* 
fore beat tbeie acxrurfcd Auftrans as often as jou 
ean^ that your fubjefis may finally have Ac 
pleafure of ieeing you happy and ccmtented after 
ib many rezatioas. 

I hare had the honour to (end your majefty 
the metapbyfical chimeras of D'Akmbert jela* 
tive to poetry and hifiory. Is it poffiUe^ with 
fo much luiderilaDding and mathematical know- 
ledge as that man pofiefles, to be (b little con» 
fiOent ! I think our beft: writers at laft will fay, 
with father Canet, '< No reafoniiig^ my lord; 
<* how wife the maxinn ; no rea(bning {^ 

Your majefty is now in the midft of £itigues 
and dangers. How pleafed (hall I be to (ee you 
delivered from them ! With rcfpcSt to myfelf^ 
a ufelefs burthen on earthy my life is pafied in 
wiflbing for peace, in ftudying things but little 
agreeable, and in learning the meaning of 
words. 

The Jefuits have been banifhed the court of 
France, theif colleges entirely fuppreffed, their 
novices difmifled, and their total exile from 
the kingdom is fpoken of as a thing that muft 
happen in the month of Auguft. I am very 
willing to believe that the miniftry has difco vcrcd 
feme manoeuvres of thefe wordiy people, which 
^ B b 3 , * are 
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are unknown to the public^ and on which it is de- 
termined to keep filence. It is certain that two 
days after the aflaflination of the king, two Jct 
ftiits were fent to the Baflile, nor has it been 
fince known what is become of them. Add tp 
this when Damiens came to Paris he left the (b- 
ciety of Jefuits at Arras. How will you a6k at 
thepeace, toward thefc venomous infeds) The 
catholic princes afford you a fine example. 

I mention all this^ fire^ only to lead you t« re* 
ileft on die adventure which happened to you 
laft campaign. I cannot comprehend why the 
wretch Wairkotfch has not yet been condemned 
and punilhed in effigy. I am often enraged at 
your too great mildnefs. The wicked have nee^ 
to be reftrained by fear. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER GUI. 

From the Marquis iTJrgepjs 

S I IgL E, Potfdkm, May 14, i j^m. 

J HAVp thp honour to anfwcr your ma- 
jcfty the moment ^fter I have received your let- 
ter. Of the plfafure which it caufed me, I leave 
you to judgir. We now fe<c ourielves not only 
iduajly in fight of hafhoi|r after the fearful tern- 
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peft, but we (hall fafely fail into this harbour in 
which we (hall foon forgel all paft woes. 

I hear from Berlin that the joy was there ex- 
ceffive; the courier arrived at ten in the evenings 
and the people were all night in the ftreets^ and 
the windows of their houfes were illuminated* 
Nor have we been lefs joyous at Potfdam^ 
though we (hould be (till more fo had we the 
happinefs to fee you there. I flatter myfelf the 
war will be ended this winter. The alliance 
with Rufiia is equal to all the other alliances^ with 
nations, circumcifed and uncircumcifed. With 
this fingle aid, I regard peace as certain in lefs 
than four months ; and, (hould fome people 
keep their promifes, and put all in mot^on^^ it is 
impoffible that you (hould not bf a( Ss^is-Squci 
before the month of Sept^n^ber, 

The queen of Hungary, according tQ letters 
from Vienna, which «ome from good hands, Bas 
paflcd half her life lately in praying xo the Vir- 
gin, and the other half in weeping. To punifh 
her for the evils which her ambition has during 
feven years drawx^ down on mankind, I wi(h (he 
might undergo the doom of the (iHers of Phae- 
ton^ and m?lt to water ^, 

I have the honour to be, &Ct 

^ Thcfiftorsof FhactPA w^c cbaogediatopoplart. T. 

Bb4 LET- 
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LETTER CLIII. 

From the King. 
' Bcttlern, May ij, i^Su 

I CONGRATULATE myfelf, my dear 
marquis, to find that Sans-Souci may become an 
agreeable abode to you during the fine weather 
of fpring ; and, did it depend only on me, every 
thing would already have been fo arranged as to 
enable me to come and join you. The cam- 
paign, however, which is a,bout to open, muft be 
added to the fix preceding campaigns : whether 
the number feven, which the peripatetics and 
monks fiippofe to be myftical, muft be accom- 
plifhed, or that it was written in the book of fate, 
from all eternity, that we are not to have peace 
till feven campaigns (hall have been completed, 
this we are obliged to fubmit to. 

My brother has begun well in Saxony; but I 
know not what tales are told concerning us ; we 
areflill in cantonments; there are none butfome 
parties of huflTars in the field, and neither Daun, 
Beck, nor any of the Auftrians, have hitherto 
been liable to attack. Our campaign cannot, at 
the fooneft, begin before the 20th of June, till 
when do not expeA to hear of any thing re- 
markable on our part.- 

I have 



I 



I have already thought of the monks of Silc- 
fia; as foon as I fliall know they have been ex- 
pelled France, 1 have my petty projeft in refervej 
and I only wait to fweep the country of Au- 
ftrians, that I may aft there as I pleafe. You 
therefore comprehend, my dear marquis, that 
before we gather the pear we muft fuffer it to 
ripen. 

How great will be the difference when we^ 
(hall vifit Sans-Souci in its prefent condition, 
after having lived there before the war, and (hall 
compare the date of profperity, in which wc 
then were, with our aftual poverty; and the 
good company that was affembled there with 
folitude, and the bad company which now re* 
main ! All this, my dear marquis, afflids me^ 
and renders me thoughtful and gloomy. 

I am very much of your opinion relative to 
D*Al,embert, It were better not to write than 
to publifli paradoxes, or trifles. Blaife Pafcal, 
Newton, and this man, who were all three 
the greateft mathematicians of Europe, have 
uttered much nonfenfe; the one in his Moral 
Apophthegms, the next in his Commcnury on 
the Apocalypfe, and the prefent on Poetry and 
Hiftory. It therefore does not follow that ma- 
thematics render the mind fo perfpicuous as 
they are faidtodo; though the prejudice in 

favour 
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favour of geometry has rendered diis ikying an 
axiom; but it is not even To much as a problem, 
remembering that the great geometricians, 
whom I have juft cited, have all of them reafoned 
fo wretchedly. 

Let us, my dear marquis, confine ourfclves 
to the plealing arts; perfedion is not for man. 
We feel fome indulgence for the miftakes of 
the poet, and pUce them to the wanderings of 
his imagination; but we do not pardon the ma- 
thematician, who ought to be exaft and true. 
For my part, feeling that man cannot always be 
fo, I attach myfelf more than ever to the delights 
of poetry, and to every branch offtudy that can 
embelliih and enlighten the mind. Thefe are 
the baubles of my old age, with which I (hall 
amufe myfelf till my lamp (hall go out. Such 
ftudies, my dear marquis, foften the mind, and 
temper the fevcrity of vengeance, the rigour of 
punifiiment, and, in fine, whatever is harlh in 
monarchical governments, with a mixture of phi • 
lofophy and indulgence, neceflary to thofe who 
govern men who are not perfeft, and becaufe 
the governors themfelves are in the fame (late. 

In fine, my dear marquis, be it age, refledion, 
or reafon, I regard every event of hqman life 
with much more indifference than I formerly 
did. When any thing is to be done for the 

good 
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{ood of the ftatc, I ftill exert fome vigour; but> 
between ourfelves be* it faid, this vigour is not 
the impetuous fire of my youths nor the enthu* 
fiafm which I formerly felt. 

It is time the war (hould end, for my homi- 
lies are fleepy, and my auditors will foon laugh 
at me. 

Adieu^ my dear marquis ; I wi(h to be able to 
fend you asreeable news: you will foon receive 
that of the conciufidn of peace with the Swedes; 
the other you will not have before the end of 
June. Continue to love me; and often recol- 
left die warrior philofopher who is more erratic 
than Don Quixote, and all the kni^ts of the 
Calprenede. 



LETTER CLIV. 

Ffim the Marquis ^Argens. 

SIRE Potfdam» Jub£ 3, 176s. 

If your couriers have been waited for as 
long as the Mefliah, they ftill have produced 
wonderful efFefts. Four centuries were ncceflary 
for the Meffiah and his difciples to make a 
Chriftian of a Roman emperor ; you only require 
four piQnths to bring an emprefs to reafon; and 
it is a much greater miracle to prevail on a woman 

tor 
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to hesr rrafbn than to baptize a pciocc who < 
dca v(xired ro make a party among the Chrifitaiis^ 
which might p-otedt him from his enemies* 

Had I not been prc-infofmed for focne tim^ 
the two laft letters which I received from jocir 
majeffy might have produced the (ame effeds 
on me as the joy of the peace has occalioDed, in 
the brain of one of the principal do^ymeii <^ 
Berlin. The poor man became mad the Tcry 
day on which TV Deum was fung; and he caufed 
it to be inserted in all the gazettes, that he would 
preach on the morrow iti verfe* Acoordingly 
he ccMnpc/ed his fermon^ and the whole dty 
went to hear him. His brother priefts took 
great offence, and fpoke of nothing lefs thas of 
fufpending the poetical preacher. Should you 
continue to write me intcIIigeiKe equally good, 
you mull not be aftoni{hcd> fire, (hould you re* 
ceive letters to inform you that I have read a 
difcourfe before the Academy of Sciences in lin- 
gua Franca, which is the Provenijal language 
as fpoken by the Algerines. The reading of 
your laft letters, adlually, for more than an bour> 
made me feem like a petrified man, whom joy 
had rendered totally ftupid. As your majefty 
has very well faid, it was neceflary to be fenfible 
of the condition in which we were, fix months 
ago, to have a proper conception of all the 

4 &>^ 
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good and the marveUous of that in i;i^liicli we 

now are* 

I have had the fatii£i^oa to be the firfl: who 
cddx-ated your union with the emperor of 
Ruffia, that brave and worthy prince, on whom 
may heaven heap its fcivours. Since I received 
yoiff msycfty's letter, I have invited the burgo-, 
mafters, and fevcral of the good citizens of Ber- 
lin, to dine with me ; and I borrowed two fmall 
cannon, four poimders, from the town-hall, which 
the citizens employ on their feftivals ; I ordered 
them to be drawn on the road to the foot of the 
colonnade of Sans-Souci, and from noon to 
fcven in tlie eveningi which was the duration of 
the dinner, we fired eighty times, drinking to 
your majefty's health, and to that of the emperor, 
your good ally. Yefterday, which was Sunday, 
the citizens of Potfdam made great rejoicings ; I 
however preceded them three days, 

I ^i(h to be a month older, although I do not 
find it very pieafant to grow old; but I feel all 
the delight I (hall enjoy in the months of July, 
Auguft, and September. Though I wifli for 
peace with the greateft impatience, I ftill (hall 
be vexed to fee it concluded before you (hall 
have received a good bottle of balm from the 
queen of Hungary, which (he (hall be obliged to 

beftow 
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beftowas a cure for all the wounds which (he has 
given us. 

Allow me to repeat a (hort parable. 

An honeft man was crofBng a certain foreft: 
he was attacked by three thieves; they gave him 
feveral wounds^ and, not fatisfied with robbing, 
wiftied to murder him. In the mean time two 
brave men came^up, who flew to the aid of tho 
honed man, and feized the thieves. One of 
the defenders of the traveller (aid to him, 
<* Take my advice ; let us kill your enemies. If 
^^ we fuffcr them to efcape, before the end of 
" your journey, you have ftill another foreft to 
^^ pafs, into which they may go, and agam lay^ 
*^ wait for you.'* The traveller took the advice 
of his defenders, the thieves were exterminated, 
and he finilhed his journey in fafety. 

It is not enough to have overthrown our foe ; 
it is necelTary to take precautions that he may 
not renew his attacks after having rifen. 

Here do I conclude my oriental ftyle, and 
)iave the honour to be, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER CLV. 

Frtm the King^ 

June 8, 1762 

You joke, my dear marquis, in your 
letter concerning my couriers: the misfortune 
is things do not proceed quite fo fad as I wi(h. 
The peace with Ruflia is concluded, and is in 
reality a very advants^eous event; but it has de- 
ranged my negotiation at Conftantinople : many 
things are neceflary to cover fo many heads with 
ene hat, or to conciliate interefts fo various. We 
negotiate, time flies, and we do not rid our- 
felves of our embarraflment. The Tartars will 
neverthelefs march. They confift of a hundred 
thoufand men; and it is to be hoped that by 
putting them in play the others will follow. . 

Your parable is admirable, but means muft 
be found to put it in pra£tice« The great difE* 
culty is to overcome that power; the remainder 
would be eafy. Speculation, my dear marquis, 
travels fail, but performance flowly, becaufe it 
meets with a hundred impediments on its road. 
I abandon myfelf to that deftiny which guides 
the world at its pleafure. Politicians and war- 
riors are but the puppets of Providence; the ne- 
ceflary 
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ceflary inftruments of an invifible hand. We 
adt without knowing what we do, and the pro>- 
duft of our cares is often the reverfe of our 
hopes. I therefore fuffer things to proceed as 
it (hall pleafe God ; working in the dark, and 
profiting by favourable circumftances, when they 
happen to prefent themfelves. 

Czernichef is on the march to join us; our 
campaign will not begin till toward the end of 
the month; but there will then l>e a fine cla- 
mour in this poor Silefia. In fine, my dear 
marquis, my wants are great and difficult; nor 
can we yet pofitively fay what turn all thefe 
things will take. > 

PrsLj for me; and do not forget a poor devil, 
who is very reftive in his harnefs, who leads the 
life of the damned, and who notwithflandinj; 
cfteems and loves you fincerely. 

Adieu. 



LETTER CLVI. 
From tbi Marquis ^Argens. 

S I R E* Berlin, June 17, i^jCi. 

1 AM very far from joking, concerning 
your couriers ; the news they bring is too good to 
be made a joke of. Be it granted you that the 

Turks 
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Turks wDl not be in motion this year ; ftill the 
Situation of affairs appears to me very admirable. 
I am not M. Euler; yet am I able to calculate 
that fixty thoufand Ruffians and twenty thoufand 
Swedes are eighty thoufaAd enemies the lefs; 
that twenty-five thojdland men which wc em- 
ployed againfl the kuiSahs^ and five thoufand 
againfl: the Swedes^ make thirty thoufand; to 
which add twenty thoufand Ruffians to join us^ 
and they will form an army of fifty thoufand 
men which may adt this year againfl: the Au- 
ftrians. 

With refpea to the Turks, I have never in- 
cluded them in the eflimate, becaufe I had feen 
ftnd read ^ letter, written on the 20th of April, 
from Conflantinople, by an ambaffador who was 
a very good Pruffian, to another ambaflador as 
good a Pruffian as myfelf, I cannot fay more, in 
which it was aflerted that every thing was peace- 
able at Conilantinople, and ttiax the Turks 
would not march this year. But provided the 
hundred thoufand Tartars, who are on their 
march infl:ead of the Turks, (hould keep to their 
^engagements, I perceive the queen will be very 
ill at her eafe. I allow, had the Turks begun 
to move, the affair would have been over in 
two months ; but Ihould the hundred thoufand 
Tartars make an irruption into Hungary, the 

VOL, X. C c Auftrians 
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Auftrians muft at lead detach a corps of twenty 
thoufand men. As foon as I (hall hear that this 
detachment has taken place, I (hall judge of the 
certainty of the promife of the Tartars, and 
thence (hall draw an abfolute omen in favour of 
peace to be concluded in the month of Novem* 
ber or December, 

If the Englifh papers may be believed, and 
efpecially the Monitor, the wifdomof Solomon 
does not prefide over the councils of (late at Lon- 
don. There are very drong and very energetic 
pieces publiflied againft the favourite, lord Bute. 
The fpeech of Pitt to the parliament is worthy of 
Demofthenes ; yet with all this we fee the duke of 
Newcaftle, after having ferved the houfe of 
Hanover forty-five years, and having expend- 
ed five hundred thoufand pounds (lerling in its 
fervice, is reduced to aik his difmiffion. He has 
' generoufly refufed a penfion of fix thoufand 
pounds (lerling, which was offered him. What 
would the good king your uncle fay to all this, 
were he to revifit earth, or to many other things 
which I dare not commit to paper, but which 
your majefty will eafily divine ? 

Did not the event which has happened inRuf- 

fia prove the little foundation of all human pro- 

jefts, what is now paffing in England would be 

an excellent demonftration. 

I have the honour to be, &€. 

LET- 
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LETTER CLVII. 
From the King. 

June 19, 1761. 

Were I circumftantially to enter with 
you, tny dear marquis, into all which has hap- 
pened in the eaft, you perhaps would find I had 
reafon to think fome good confequences would 
refult. But affairs are not entirely defperate ; I 
ftill have favourable glimmerings. The Tartar 
ought to be on full march^ and I hope at leaft he 
will afford me fome twenty thoufand auxiliaries. 

There is a rebellion among the janiflaries at 
Conftantinople; they accufe the grand Vifir. 
At the departure of my letter, the eighth part of 
the city was in afhes^ and the conflagration ftill 
continued. 

Well may you fay that all our reafonings on 
futurity, all political conjefture, are but frivolity. 
Who can better affert this than I, who have, dur- 
ing fix years, feen myfelf toffed by all the politi- 
cal tempefts of Europe, and in danger of (hip- 
wreck ; yet hitherto preferved, as if by miracle, 
notwithflanding that I am dill in every kind of 
danger. All which has happened in Ruffia 
iould not have been forefeen by count Kaunitz; 
C Q z neither 
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neither could what has paffed in England, the 
moft odious part of which you are ignorant of, 
enter at Icaft into my calculations. • The refult 
of all this is that he who governs kingdoms, in 
times of trouble and agitation, does but exer- 
cife the trade of a dupe. This is what per- 
fpaiy difgufts me with fuch ungrateful and 
fruitlefs labours, and brings me back more than 
ever to the love of letters, which we may culti- 
vate io filence, and in the bofom of peace. A 
man of letters works on fomething certain, 
whereas the politician has fcarcely any given 
principles. 

TKc Ruffians will join us on the 30th, and 
wiih their arrival our ina&ivity will end. I 
(hall then attempt hazardous adventures, at the 
riik of all confequcnces. This is the feventh 
aft of the tragedy. The piece is too long. 
The emperor of Ruffia produces the peripetia; 
and I mull labour at the denouement, that its 
clofc may be as little mifchieyous as poffible. 
A multitude of previous arrangemeots at pre- 
fent occupy me. All mull be predifpofed and 
forefeen^ before our end can be accomplifhed. 
Add to what I have faid the warmth of the ne- 
gotiations which arc carried on at prefent, aad 
you will eafily judge of the cares, the perplexi- 
ties, and the labour they cod tac, as weU as oi 

the 
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the weight which my poor (houlders are obliged' 
to bean 

In line, my dear marquis, we approach the 
events by which this campaign and the whole 
war muft be decided. We muft be refigned, 
and wait patiently, fince b\K the lead part of 
what is yet to happen depends on ourfelves. 

Adieu; live in peace, write to me often, and- 
depend upon my friendftiip. 



LETTER ClViII.. 
From the Marquis ^Jbrg^Hiu 

S I R Ey June a^t i;^^* 

jMAY I venture to a/k your majefty what 
our good friends the Tartars are doing? I could 
wifli they were now in Hungary. . 

The Danes have done that which we' ought to 
have dpne. Aided by a train of artillery, they 
have borrowed a million of crowns from the peo- 
ple of Hamburg. I am vexed at this, becaufc 
the Danes will have the money; not to mention 
that the people of Hamburg are generally in the 
Auftrian intereft. I ddight to fee the imperial ci- 
tiesj which without reafon are devoted to the 
C 'c 3 court 
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court of Vienna^ puniihed for their love to tbat 
fame court, which profits by every thing. 

I have no doubt but the battle which the 
French have jiift loft in Germany, will increafc 
the credit of Mr, Pitt in parliament, where he 
predided, in the moft confident manner, in his 
fpeech, all which the prince of Brunfwick has 
accomplilhed. 

It is generally affirmed here that you have 
the fineft army in Europe now in Silefia : may 
it anfwer to the hopes of the king its com* 
mander, and (hew by its bravery it is worthy 
of its chief! 

I return your majefty infinite thanks for the 
kmdnefs with which you have permitted me to 
remain fix weeks at Sans-Souci. In four days 
I (hall be at Berlin, that I may receive more 
t fpeedily the news of your miyefty's health and 
▼idories. 

I have the honour to be^ &c« 



LET- 
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LETTER CLIX. 

From tbi King. 

BuQzelwitZy Jjulf 4» 1762. 

I HAVE not, my dear marquis, any of 
that fine paper with elegant borders which adds 
fuch, a grace to tiie letters of your countrymen, 
aad therefore am obliged to do without it in 
aiifwering you. Be kind enough to be fatif- 
fied with a fimple relation of what is paffing, on 
fuch paper as I have. 

You will find us in the camp in which we 
fo long remained laft yean We are now about 
to march among the mountains, to turn marfhal 
Daun, and oblige him to enter Bohemia. I do 
not know how far we (hall fucceed ; but there 
is nothing better to be done. To drive an 
able general from all the advantageous pods 
which he has previouily aflumed, is a grand 
enterprize. Fortune will no doubt do much ; 
but who can confide in the jilt ? 

You afk me news of the Tartar ; my intelli- 
gence fays that he is now to fend me fome 
troops: the letter is dated the nth of June. 
This diverfioa will take place later than I hoped 
it would have done ; but flill it will have its 
cffea. 

C c 4 Our 
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Our peace and our alliance with RufSa^, \n 
one refped admirable, have occafioned an zU 
teration in the good difppfitions in which the 
Orientalifts were, Whexhcr our enemies wiU 
profit by this remains to be known. AH po- 
litics, my dear marquis, reft on a piyot, and 
nothing can be depended upon \yith certainty, 
which to me is prodigious caufe of difguft. 
The calamities of paft years, and the ruin o( 
moft of the provinces, added to every kind of- 
misfortune which has happened to me, have ren- 
dered nie more a philofopher, and more indif- 
ferent to human events, than Socrates could ever 
be. I (hall foon atuin a ftate of perfeft apathy. 
It is time, my dear marquis, the war (hould 
end ; I am no longer good for any thing ; my 
fire is extinft, my ftrefigth forfake"^ me, I do 
but vegetate. Thus circumftanced, a man 
might be an ornament to the cell of a Ce- 
nobite, but is no longer fit for an intercourfe 
with mankind. 

Prince Ferdinand has gained a confiderable 
advantage over the trench, of which I am 
very glad ; but I could have wiCbed the a05ur 
had been more deciiive. ^our thoufand men 
from eighty thoufand, and there remain feventy- 
fix thoufand : thefe are more than enough to 
oppofe prince Ferdinand, whofe utmoft force 

does 
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does not exceed fifty thoufand. But he is thus 
^nabled to gain time ; and fuch a check will 
^courage a man like Soubife ; he is among 
the worft of i^c general? the French ^yer hayc 
jjad. 

My poor margrave Charles is dead^ and I 
am very fenfibly afflided ; fox he was one of 
the moft worthy men iirthc world. We muft 
fooD go and jqin him ; now or prefently^ it is 
much the fame thin^. 

Adieu, my dear marquis ; ^rite to me occa* 
£onally, and be perfuaded of my friendfiiip. 



LETTER CLX. ^ 

F^om the Marquis ^Argens: 

5 1 R E, B<rlin, July 14* 176a. 

A COLD in one eye, and rather a fevcre 
one, has prevented me from writing fooner to 
your majefty. 

You have juft executed, without the lofs of a 
plan, by the fineft manoeuvres you ever made, 
what apparently could not have been performed 
tvithout one or two battles. You are now maf- 
;er of all the mountains of Silefia, and the Bohe- 
mian pafifes* I wifli Xfi fee your army there 
3 do 
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do all the harm to the Auftrians which thef 
have done to us, and finally oblige thefe mad- 
men to put an end to a war which, for feven 
years, has laid Europe defolate, and which Auf- 
trian pride and French phrenzy maintain, and 
foment, with fo much fury. 

It is here afHrmed, as a certsdnty, that the 
emperor of Ruflia has juft uken the command 
of his army. Had my wiflies been accompliih- 
ed by providence, this good and worthy prince 
would not have marched into Germany before the 
general peace. The whole happinefs and tran- 
quillity of Europe refide in his perfon, &c. 
Your majefty feels the whole force of this, &c. 

I have feen the Ruffian ambaflador who is jufl 
arrived ; he feems to me to be a very prudent 
man, greatly attached to his mafter, and en- 
tiiTely free from the ridiculous myftery which ii 
attendant on mod politicians, and on many am- 
bafladors, I am convinced your majefty would 
be fatisfied with him, (hould he ever have the 
honour to fee you. 

And are we then, (ire, to have the pleafure 
and the happinefs of beholding you here ? Ne- 
ver was the Meffiah expeded with fo much 
impatience ; nor was his arrival ever fo neceflary 
to the Jews as yours is to the Pruffians. But I 
am fenfible, as all rcafonable people are, that 
6 we 
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w« mvA have patience; and remember that, 
not till you have obliged your enemies to make 
peace^ can you quickly re-eftabli(h all which 
your abfence has difordered. Never was pro- 
verb more true, fire, than that which fays. When 
the cat is away, the mice play. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CLXI. 

From the King. 
Undated. 

Our affairs, my dear marquis, began 
to wear a tolerably pleafing face, when I fud- . 
denly faw every thing deranged by one of thofc 
political events that neither can be forefeen nor 
prevented : the reft you will learn. 

The peace which I have concluded with 
Ruilia ftill fubfifts, but the alliance is puffed 
away. The troops are all returning to Ruffia, 
and I am now redticed to my own re(burces : 
we have however beaten two detachments of 
Auftrians ; but whether this will be produdivc 
of any real good remains to be proved. I fufpedt 
not ; and here am I again in a confined, difEcult, 
and delicate fituation. I am Fortune's top ; (he 

whips 
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whips mc where (he pleafes. We have to-da^ 
taken a thoufand men and fourteen cannon ; 
but this decides nothing ; and everj thing inde* 
(:ii]vc does but add to my embarraflinent. 

I can well believe many things of various 
lands go wrong at Berlin ; but what can I iay > 
FatCj^ which guides ^li things, is more powerful 
than I am^ and I can do nothing but obey. 
Grief is the inmate of my heart ; my p^plexity 
is ezceflive ; but what can | do ? Be patient* 
If I now write you a ibolifli letter» accufe po^ 
fitics : I am fo weary that, could I but fee an 
end to this unfortunate war, I believQ I (bouljd 
]fcnouncc the world. 

A^ieu, my dear marquis ; I embrace you« 



L E T'T E R CLXII. 

From $be Marquis d^Argem. 

SIRE, , Berlin, July 27, 1 762^ 

When I had the honour to receive 

your laft letter, 1 had four days known the 

event which has happened in Ruffia *. How 

* This, and the hints in feveral of the fonegoing letters^ 
an rdate to the confpiracy againft, and the aflaflinatiwi of, ^ 
emperor Peter III. T. 

was 
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iras it poffible that this cataftrophe fliould net« 
ther have been prevented nor forefeen, when 
every circumftance concurred to (hew it was a 
thing to be ezpefted ? The manner of thinking 
of the Ruffians who pafled through Berlin, the 
difcourfe of the Ruffian minifter at the Hague^ 
and the letters that were written from Peterf- 
burg, all predided this melancholy event* A 
foreign minifter at the court of Ruffia^ fix 
weeks ago, wrote here, to a minifter well inclined 
toward you, an account of all which has hap- 
pened. He foretold that, if great care were 
not taken, events would foon fpring up which 
have but too efFeftually taken place. Having 
feen the letter, I advifed this minifter to fpeak 
to count Finck, and he accordingly informed 
him of all he had heard; unfortunately the in- 
formation was of no efFeft. 

If your majefty will be pleafcd to recur to 
my laft letter, you will there find that the fears 
which I exprefTed by half phrafes were but too 
well founded. ^ God grant that thofe which I 
entertain relative to the continuation of the 
peace may be falfe. You inform me, fire, that 
all the Ruffian troops are on their march to 
Ruffia. I wifti they may ; but M. von Saldern, 
the envoy from Holftein, a man devoted to 
your majefty, told me yefterday that he bc^ 

licved 
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Ueved no fuch thing. The packets that arrive 
fix)m Pruffia are all fealed with the Ruffian 
auras *', and the manifefto which has been pub- 
liflied by the court of Pcterlburg, to retake pof- 
feffion of this country^ has occafioned a general 
conftemation. 

How, fire, could you determine to leai^ 
Stettin in the condition of not being able to 
refill an aflault ? Three battalions lefs in your 
own army, and two detached from that of prince 
Henry, would furely not have decided the face 
of war, though they would have done of the 
principal, and even of the only town that can 
fecure Berlin, and all Brandenburg. 

Excufe me, fire, for taking the liberty to tell 
you what I think on this fubjed ; true zeal 
prompts me to fpeak. Would to God I could 
but fee your majefty tranquil and happy, and 
die the hour after ! The facrifice of my life 
would be a trifle, for it becomes burthenfome 
to me ; I am w^ary of living in a world go- 
verned by blind fortune, and inhabited by men 
more malignant than the mofl ferocious ani- 
mals. 

Prince Ferdinand has gained an advantage 
over the French, the news of which your ma- 

* The province of Pruffia was at that time utidcr ttc 
fower of the RuiTiaas. T. 

jcfty 
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jcfty muft have received/ My grief is fo great 
that I was almoft infenfible to this event ; no- 
thing can affed me but the prcfervation of your 
majefty, and the hope that I (hall finally fee 
you furmount the ftrange caprices of fortune* 
1 have the honour to be, &c. 



♦ LETTER CLXIII. 
From the King. 
\ Undated, 

Your apprehenfions, my dear marquis, 
were ill-founded ; we have nothing to fear from 
Ruflia, the troops of which are returning to 
Mufcovy. With refpedt to the revolution, it 
was what I dreaded j I even informed the em- 
peror, that he might take proper meafures. 
His fecurity was too great ; he was difpleafed 
when fpoken to of precautions ; and I am in 
pofleffion of a letter which he wrote to me in 
anfwer to the advice I gave. His misfortune 
originated in his determination to feize on A 
part of the property of the clergy. The priefts 
concerted a revolution^ which was immediately 
executed. This prince, though poflefled of 
every quality of heart that could be wifhed, had 

not 
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not an equal (hare of prudence, of ^i^iich quality 
much is requifite for the government of that 
nation. I am this day informed he is dead of 
the colic. 

Yoq have every reafon to entertain no fears 
for Berlin^ my dear marquis ; with refped to 
ourfelves, we havp attempts to make which are 
equally difficult and perilous, but which we 
muft neverthelefs make. Pray for the aid of 
Fortune in our behalf, with whofe aid every 
thing is effeded, and without it nothing. 

I am very much of your opinion concerning 
the vanity of all human things, and the malig* 
nity of mankind : fuch have been my conti- 
nual remarks to you ; and thefe are what make 
me difgufted with the world, and wi(h an end 
to this fatal war, that I may be able to finifh the 
remainder of my life in peace. 

You fee the inftability of human projefts ; 
you have been more forcibly (truck by there- 
volution in RufSa, than by any other of the 
accidents of which I have been a witnefs : yet, 
during the feven campaigns which I have 
made, I have met with nothing but baffled 
hopes, unexpedtcd misfortunes, and, in fine, 
every caprice and fport which chance can pro- 
duce. After thus much experience, my deaf 
marquis, a man of fifty may be allowed no lon- 
ger 
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gcrto wifli to be fortune's bauble, but to renounce 
ambition, and all thofe follies which do but too 
much delude inexperienced youth ; and all 
thofe prejudices which the fafhionable world 
feeds and perpetuates. 

Adieu, my dear marquis ; I embrace you* 



LETTER CLXIV. 
From the Marquis d^Argens. 

SIRE, Berlii, Auguft 9, 1761; 

X OU have reftored tranquillity to my 
foul, and my chagrin has given place to the 
hope of again feeing you happy and in peace, 
before I (hall quit this planetary exiftence, to 
go in fearch of Epicurus, in fome of the worlds 
which he firft eftablilhed in philofophy, and of 
which he was robbed by Defcartes. This was 
no great crime, and I (hould willingly overlook 
the pilfering, committed by celebrated mathe- 
maticians on each other, provided they would 
but preferve common fenfe, when they do not 
calculate. 

Nothing, lire, can be more charming than 
the Epiftle which you have had the goodnefs to 
fend me, by M. de Catt. How well timed is 

VOL, X. D d your 
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your jocularity ; and how perfedly well do you 
paint the exaft calculator, the eternal enemy 
of taftej and the deftroyer of imaginatioa : 

Dans Us cerveaux hrulujaJU laJaUt Uofe^ 

Cria torn Us dstux wus de la metaaurfbo/e ; 

Ittpropremeai dwaa U mm Je JufiUr 

Aux rigums its demx ocatpis par Pttheri 

Par Vimu difyna hficomde nahire% 

Bacchus itak U vin ; Cerh Pc^ncubmre* 

Ncwd iam^clqfte armez-voas de rtguaar ; 

Extirpez, a ces dUux et hvr aimahU errair; 

Eif r^etaai Ufensqu^fre PaJIigorie^ 

Votts la rtmplacerezpar la geomiirie, 

jiu Seu de nous cosier comment U dieu des eaux 

ProtegeOj contre Pan^ Syrinx^ dasufes rofeaux^ 

Pbllofipbe foBde^ ilfaudra vous rabattre 

jiprtatwr^ en rimanf, que deuxfols deux font quatre, 

?:\c client Jeer et dephure^ et decbarmer * / 

It yaur majefty will pleafc to exchange thefc 

^ From the heated Imagination ' of poetqr, &blc of yore 
cttated all tho falfe gods of Ovid. She improperly gave the 
name of Jupiter to the ethereal regions of the heavens; the fi^- 
Cttndit]F of fiature ihe called Venus ; Bacchus^ wine; and agri- 
culture^ Ceres. Arm yourfelves with rigour, ye new zealots; 
extirpate thefe gods and their amiable errors ; reje£t Allegory, 
and let Geometry be her fubflitute. Inftead of reciting how 
che god of the waters proteded Synnz, among his reedsy from 
the purfuing Pan, do you, heavy philofophers, defcend to plain 
tmtbsy and prove m rhyme that two and two are four. (Xx 
what an excellent fecret have you difcovered^ to pleafe and 
to enchant! 

fifteen 
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fifteen lines againft a thick volume in duode- 
cimo, on which I have, for this year paft, been 
affiduouily at wOrk, and which I imagine I 
fliall ha.ve the honour to fend you very Ihortly, 
I (hall be very well fatisfied to give you the la- 
bour of twelve months for that of a fingle hour, 
aikl fhall fiirther believe I (hall have gained cent, 
per cent, by the bargain. 

There is a line in your Epiftle which muft 
abfolutely be correfted — 

Ng lul ddpeigne^ point le martyr qui mous prejfe *. 

We are obliged to read, 

Ne hi dipeigne% point le martyre qm vous prejfe ; 

and then the verfc is dqftroyed ^f-. This is 
the only objeftion I am able to make to your 
charming Epiftle. 

I have feen the promifed wife of M. de Catt, 
who appears to me to be very amiable. She is 
very handfome, and her charafter is fpoken of 
very advantageoufly. It is no trifling affair for 
a man of letters to poffefs a good wife. I 
(hould have died ten times, or become a mad- 
man three years ago, had I not been fortunate 
enough to poffefs mine. Of women may be 

* Paint not to hito the martytdom for which you arc in 
haftc. 

+ By the fvUablc added. T. 

Dd2 faid 
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faid that which uEfop faid of the tongue«-4here 
is nothing better^ nor any thing worfe. 

I take the liberty to fend your nuyefty one 
of the gazettes of Utrecht, in which there is 
an article concerning the ancient fubjeds of 
Michridates. I (hould be much vexed were it 
true, though I (hall no more be a(toni(hed ; for, 
in this cafe, the affair, of which your majefty did 
me the favour to fpeak, has not yet taken 
place *. It is affirmed your majefly is befieg* 
ing Schweidnitz ; when you have taken it, fend 
us poftilliofts, that our good people of Berlin 
may rejoice ; and do not do as you did the lail 
time you recovered the fortrefs, when you did 
not deign to fend us a fimple meffenger. We 
have fuffered fo many vexations, that it is but 
juft we fliould enjoy a little pleafure. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CLXV. 
From ibe King. 

Undated. 

YOUR letter, my dear marquis, found 
me in labour. I am to be delivered of Schwcid- 

* The imiption of the Tartars, T. 

nitz* 
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Bitz. I am obliged to cover k^ on all fidesj 
againft this Daun^ who orders a dozen of his 
delegates to hover round^ and render our enter- 
prize abortive. He thus obliges me to be perpe- 
tually attentive to the motions of the enemy, and 
to fuch intelligence as I endeavour to procure. 
Hence you may imagine my poor brain is not 
very poetical. 

The line you complain of fliall be correded : 
it is a trifle ; but I aik time, till our fiege fliall 
tc concluded, which thus far goes on very well. 
I prbteft I have no vanity ; and I attribute fo 
much to chance, and to the troops, in the fuc- 
cefs of my enterprizes, that I am not feized with 
the mania of poftillions. However, if fome 
you muft have, to infpire you with joy, have 
them you undoubtedly fliall. 

The gazette writers have lied, according to 
their noble cuftom. The news you have heard 
has been inferted in the public papers by the 
court of Warfaw, to pacify the nation concern- 
ing the march of the Khan of the Tartars, who 
)s ikirting their frontiers. I fliall at this time 
fay nothing to you of the Pontus, nor of the 
Empire of the Eafl. I am fo weary of predidt- 
ing that I will write nothing but faft, in future. 
Have a little patience ; my whole attention is 
employed in the operation I have begun, which 
D d 3 I a^urc 
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I aflure you would afford ufficieDt employment 
for a youth. What a life muft it therefore ix) 
for an old man> worn and broken as I am; 
whofe memory decays, and who perceives his 
fenfcs and force of mind to be perilhing ! 
There is a time for all things, in the life of 
jnan ; and, at my age, my dear marquis, 
books, converfation, an eafy chair, and a cheer- 
ful fire, are all that remain. They will very 
foon be fucceeded by a cofEn. 

Adieu, my dear marquis ; live happily and 
peaceably, and do not forget me. 



LETTER CLXVI, 

From the King. 

Peterfwaldc, Auguft 13, 176J. 

1 H E coiijedlural art, my dear marquis^ 
is confined, and fo (hall be as long as the 
world (hall endure. To determine gallantly, 
and to fuffer diings to take their own turn, is 
no doubt the only wife mode in which we now 
can aft. You will at prefent allow the truth 
of what I faid, when I refuted the apprehen- 
fions which had been credited, from popular re- 
port. We have been fo long in the fchool of 

adverfity, 
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adver&y, that the public is credulous in be- 
half of misfortunes which fear predids ; yet 
all the gpod^ or all the ill^ that is dreaded^ but 
ffidam comes to pafs. 

To reftore your onnfort^ I inform you that 
my attempt on Schweidnitz hitherto proceeds 
exceedingly well ; eleven fortunate days more, 
and our hopes, will be accompliflied. I (ball 
fend you much more good news : I expeft 
your credulity (bould turn to the fide (tf fortu* 
nate events, that I may announce them. I (hall 
dierefore wait till you write to me, that I may 
ferve you according to your wifhes. 

Adieu, my dear marquis; I am fatigued, 
and my age renders exercife more (evere than 
it f(»rmerly wa& Write to me, and do not 
doubt of my friemHfaip. 



LETTER CLXVII. 
Frm the Marquis d^Argtns. 

S I R Ef > Berlin, Auguft 19, 1762. 

1 AM in hafte to have the honour of 

complimenting your majefty, on the very con- 

liderable and very efFeftive advantage, which 

fouhave juft gained*, over generals Lafcy, Beck, 

D d 4 and 
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and O'DonncL I hope this will foon haften 
the arrival of the poftillions, with whom yoo 
will have the cocnplaifance to regale our good 
people of Berlin. Should the taking of Schweid- 
nitz procure us peace, at the end of the cam- 
paign, or during the courfe of the winter, it 
will be equal to the taking of a kingdom. Is 
it not time, after a dreadful feven years war, 
that peace fiiould repair fo many evils, and 
that the barbarous fury of your enemies fliouki 
ceafe, and not make any more ufelefs efforts, 
which do but maintain horrid confufion, and 
moft cruel diforder throughout Europe ? 

There is much talk of peace between France 
and England : if this peace (hould be pro- 
duftive of a peace between all the belligerent 
powers, I wi(h for its arrival ; but, if it be fol- 
lowed by no fuch effeft, I cannot fee any great 
utility that it will be of to us, efpecially ftiould 
it take place according to the iniinuations of the 
public papers. Your majefty ought to know, 
better than any one, all that paffes on this fub- 
je£t ; therefore, as I perceive you are fatisfied, 
I am undifturbed by all the reports that are 
circulated. 

Whenever your majefty fpeaks of your pre- 
tended old age, I immediately run to my al- 
manac, and perceive I am nine years oldjpr, 
3 than 
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than your are^ having, within this month, en^ 
tered my fixtieth year : I then foftly (hut my 
book, without faying a word ; but reft much 
confufed that a man who is ten years younger 
than myfelf (hould complain of his old age. 
Should you ever return in peace to Sans-Souci, 
you will become ten years younger, and I fif- 
teen ; after which, in joy and tranquillity, you 
will live as long as Abraham, and I as Ja- 
cob, and Sans-Souci will be to us Arabia the 
Happy. 

We wait her€ with impatience, for a farther 
account of the late advantage which you have 
gained, and of which we have only heard in the 
grofs ; though the news fpread univerfal joy 
through Berlin. May we foon have the plea- 
fure to fee you arrive there contented, and ia 
poflefllon of perfedt health. 

^ have the honour to be^ &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER CLXVIIL 
From tbi King. 

Peterfwidde,Aii|p* i^ >76iy 
after the afiur «f Rcidlctibidl.. 

^ Y Tcrfes hare explained tny tbot^hts, 
relative to the poftiUioos^ whom you ha?e ften 
arrive at Berlin, k 19 good to rejoice at havHig 
' efcaped a great misfortune : we are, however^ 
my dear marquis, far from having completed 
our deCgns; and, to fpeak fruikly to you, I 
imagine we fiiall have another crifit ^, before the 
capture (^ Schweidnitz. Whatever ftaXl pleafe 
chance, deftiny, or providence, that fhailcome t<$ 
pafs ; for certainly all three, or one of the mmi- 
ber, have or has a greats part in the accideats of 
the world than the forefight of man. I leave 
you to make your own phjlofophic r^eftions, on. 
this dark and impenetrable fubjcft. Should 
you happen on any lucky difcovery, you will by 
communication give me pleafure. 

In the mean time, let me entreat you, m^ 
ilcar marquis, not to forget me. 

* By trjfii the kiog meant bahk* T. 
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LETTER CLXIX, 
From the Marquis d^Argens. 

SIRE, Berlin, September 2, 1762. 

I HOPE that, at the time when your ma* 
jefty Ihall receive the letter I have the honour to 
write, Schweidnitz will be taken. You have 
had the bounty, fire, to promife us poftillions; 
and in return I fend your majefty a fmall packet, 
with which I hope you will be fatisfied. It 
contains two copies of the new edition of the 
Poefies DiverJeSj in a very convenient pocket 
fize. Nothing can be more elegant than this 
edition, nor could a better be printed at Lon* 
don or Paris, Half of this edition departs to- 
day for Dantzic: nine hundred copies have 
been demanded by the Ruffian officers. You 
have the art of gaining the affedtions of people 
who have been your greateft enemies. 

M. de Beaufobre has fupcrintended the new 
edition of the Poejies Diver/es; and has acquitted 
himfelf with all poffible zeal. He is a very 
worthy man, and will meet with fome eftablilh- 
ment * at the peace, fliould you think proper to 
^ve him a place, when you (hall be more calm, 
and freed from all perplexity. Your glory is 

* Some wife with a fortune. T. 

immoctal. 
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immortal^ but you are too good a philofopherto 
imagine your body to be the fame. ShouM this 
young man hereafter have the misfortune to lofe 
you, what mufl: become of him ? Could he many 
a^ woman with a certain portion, he would thci^ 
be in no dread of want; but> to find fuch a wife, 
a place were neceflary ^ and, to find a place, we 
muft wait the return of peace. God grant it us, 
for we have great need of it ; yet I thjnk, with 
your raajefty, it is neceflary that it (hould be good, 
honourable, and permanent : I would rather Other- 
wife fuffer during ten additional years, if fo it 
mufl be; and all good citizens ought to think, 
and do think, the fame. 

The Englifli ha;Ve ta,ken the Havinpah, with 
ii\any millions, and feveral Chips of war. Were 
iiot the Spaniards poflcfled by Satan, that they 
fliould declare w^r only tp be criihed, and to 
render the obtaining of p^ace nxore difficult ? 

Your majefty may judge of our prefent in- 
quietude, and of the impatience with wh^ich we 
wait to hear the fate of Schweidnitz. To-day i^ 
the fccpad of September; I cannot think the be- 
lieged will hold out much longer, if they havq 
not already capitulated. 

I hfive the honour to be, &c^ 



LET. 
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LETTER CLXX. 
Frtm the King. 

Pctcrfwaldct September 6^ I'jCn* 

You are, paft contradiftion, tht mod 
gallant of marquifiesj to fend me books fo fine, 
and {o well bound apd gilt; nothing is wanting, 
my dear D'Argens, except the lining, which i$ 
very flight, and unworthy of the outfide. I 
thank you however for the kindnefs with whicli 
you have thought of me. I congratulate the 
bpokieller that he has been able to fell his edition 
in Ruffiaj for this probably is the only country 
in which I may pafs for a good French poet. 

You thought perhaps you were fending me a 
reward, for my fiege of Schweidnitz : but you 
have been deceived, my good marquis ; I am 
as aukward in taking fortreffes as in writing 
vcrfe. One Griboval, who has more wit 
in his head than Hercules had in both his 
(boulders *, he and ten thoufand Auilrians have 
hitherto flopped us : however I muft tell you the j 
governor and his garrifon are in the pangs of 
death. We fl)all immediately adminifter the 

* TTie French proverb is, ^m nefe mouche pas du pieA^^ 
that is, Who does not blow his nofe with his foot. T. 

viaticum, 
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▼laticutn. We are at the pallifadoes; and a 
inine» which will be blown in. four days^ will 
open the countcrfcarp, which will put an end 
to this difficult operation. Thefe gentry know 
we wifli to -take them prifoners of war, and for 
that reafon endeavour to wait the lad moment. 
I cannot but own they are right. 

To my great edification, I have fcen that M. 
de Beaufobre thinks of propagating his illuftrious 
race, according to the command of God given 
to our firft parents — Be fruitful and multiply. I 
patiently wait the peace, and that confidence 
which he (hall pleafe to put in me, rdative to 
his paflion and his projects ; and am refigned to 
all which chance (hall command, refpeding him 
and ourfelves. 

This peace, my dear marquis, appears to me a 
thing of certainty ; though the bow is a more 
obfcure enigma than that which the Sphinx pro- 
pofed to the Thebans. The prefent politics of 
Europe form a labyrinth in which we lofe our- 
felves. I can find my way for a few fljepi, after 
which I am difcouraged, and recommend my- 
felf to St. Chance, the patron of the mad and 
the thoughtlefs. 

If it be true that the Englifh hayc taken Ac 
Havannah, they will make a feparate peace' 
with France and Spain,- there it will end; and 

4 with 



CO. ft&ESPX)ND'ENCB, 415 

with refpeft to us, we mufl war on witb our ob« 
fimate queea till her purfe fliall be einptied> and 
(he will then become the moft pacific princefi 
ia Europe. Such, my dear marquis, are great 
princes: while hypocritically pretending to peace, 
they are devoured by ambition. The queen, 
however, has difcovered her charafter, dui'ing 
the courfe of this war ; and I do not believe her 
word will be taken, (hould (he endeavour to 
throw duft in the eyes of the public 

I think little Beaufobre a6ts with more (cnfe; 
he wifhes to re-people diat world which this war 
has almoft depopulated: and I hold it very 
wife in a man of letters to think of multiplica- 
tion ; for it is better to beget a child than a bad 
book-: for my part, I (hall beget neither. 

I am preparing poftillions^ which I flatter my- 
fclf I (ball foon fend off to announce the happy 
event, which now to me appears certain. New 
difficidties will prefent themfelves ; but do not let 
us think of them at this moment : let us conquer 
them in their turn, without being too anxious 
concerning the future. This is philofophy, my 
dear marquis. You perceive the progrefs I make ; 
and certainly any man but myfelf, who had for 
fev^B . campaigns been the (port of cbance» and 
the opprobrium of preponderating powers, would 
have become a Marcus Aurelius. This is philo- 
fophy 
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fophy perforce; but ftill [^ilofophy will ever 
be goodj in whaterer manner it may be ob- 
tained* 

Adieu, my dear, my divine mafquis. Be fa* 
tisfied ; and calmly wait the mandates of that 
fomething, which laughs at die projefts of maa, 
and regulates all things in a manner unez- 
pefted. 

My compliments to the good Babet^ 



LETTER CLXXL 

From the Marquis JtArgens. 
SIRE, Berlin, September 31, 1762* 

I SHOULD have done myfelf the ho- 
nour to have anfwered the letter your majefty did 
me the favour to write to me feveral days fince, 
but that I have been ill for a fortnight. I have 
indeed felt myfelf incommoded for above fix 
weeks, A moft violent vomiting, from the 
efforts of nature, without the aidof phyfic, has re- 
lieved me. My difeafe was twice-digefted bile, 
which remained in the body, and was the caufe 
of very painful fpafms. I may very juftly call 
my malady the malady of tlie revolution of 
Ruffia. , 

It 
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It is Very furprifing that, having fupported 
with* tolerable fortitude all the afftiding acci- 
dents whfch have happened to us during the 
war/ iny philofophy failed when I firft heard the 
news of this revolutiop. In finei affairs have 
takeii a forturiate, turn, and we muft think no 
more of the matter. 

ISJyprefent fears relate to Schweidnitz; nor can 
Ipcrfuide myfelf it will not be taken, before your 
majefty will recii^e my letter. Well may your 
majcfly fay, that M. de Griboval has more wit 
in his head than Hercules had in both his 
(houlders. How has that man been able^ for 
the fpace of two months, to defend a fortrefs 
which was taken from us in two hours ? — My 
phyfician has commanded me, from morning * 
to night, never once to be angry; but where 
is the angel from heaven, who fhould re- 
member the manner in which you haye been 
fcrved on fomc occafions, during this war, that 
would not fweaf louder than Beelzebub and his 
whole infernd crew ? I fee many fovereigns 
eating, drinking, fleeping, and doing nothing 
more, ,who are ferved with the utmoft zeal; 
while you. Battling, enduring heat and cold, 
partaking all the fatigues of your foldiers, and 
fiiring no better than them, during the whole 
campaign, are obliged to employ your whole 
. VOL. X. E e time 
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time in repairing the faults comnaitted by per* 
fons whom you have loaded with favours. 1 
will fay jio more on the fubjeA ; for I wifti not 
to be in a fever again^ and I cannot think of it 
in cold blood. 

Your niajedy is too kind^ and does me too 
itiuch honour, by your remembranceof my wife. 
I have been under obligations to her on various 
occafions for having recalled me to reafon. 
She has effefted more than all my philofophy^ 
which would often have been fruitlcfs, had 
not the advice of friend(hip given it additional 
force. 

I (hall be much obliged to you, if you will 
pleafe to allow me to go and drink fome dozen 
bottles of the fpa water of Sans^Souci. I am or- 
dered to take a little exercife, and by the aid of 
thefe waters, if poffible, to impart a fmall degree 
of ftrength to my ftomach and inteftines. The 
beft reftorative, I believe, after that of knowing 
your majefty to be in good health, will be the 
news of the taking of Schweidniti. For this I 
wait with the utmoft impatience, and flatter 
myfelf this curfcd governor muft be obliged at 
length to capitulate, even, though he fliould 
hav« St, John Nepomuzenc, and all the Au^ 
ftrian faints, by his fide in this forirefi. Troy 
was tak«aV>n defpite of Neptune and Apollo; 

and 



i 
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and are not the gods of Homer of more worth 
than gods created by popes > 
I have the honour to bej &c. 



LETTER CLXXIL 
Ffm the King. 

Baegendorff Sqitember 16^ 1762* 

I AM many excufes in your debt, my 
dear marquis^ for having too prefumptuouily 
foretold an end to our fiege by the twelfth of 
this month. We are here ftill^ a;ld have met 
with many impediments from mines. We are at ^ 
prefent matters of the covered way; and, as the 
greateft obftacle is removed, I flatter myfelf the 
remainder will proceed with more hafte. We 
are obliged to employ fix weeks in the recovery 
of a place whicli we loft in two hours; which 
is no eulogium either on our abilities or our 
courage. 

I am here myfelf, that I may haften, as much 
as poflible, our labours and our enterprise. I 
will prophefy no more, nor announce the day 
of redudtion; but I think it may be dill at fome 
days diftance. The genius of Griboval defends 
the place better than the valour of the Au- 
E e a ftrians. 
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ftrians. He is continually inventing artifices a£ 
every kind. In fine^ my dear marquis^ I am 
obliged to aft both as engineer and miner. 
Succeed, however, we muft at laft. We are at 
prefent making a mine to blow tip the enve- 
lope; I wait for the effeft; after which we (hall 
make an affault on the fortrefs, and probably 
the governor will be obliged to. capitulate. 

This path being fmoothed, there arc many 
others yet to traverfe before the arrival of peace. 
But let us not think; rather let us furmount our 
fucceflive difEcukies. Let us recolledt what we 
have to do to-day, and we will examine to- 
rnorrow what meafures diflferent circumftanccs 
may require us to take. 

Such, my dear marquis, is our prefent fitua- 
tion. Be kind enough to fupport our ill addreCs 
and ignorance with patience; in the mean time 
your chickens will thrive and grow fat : that 
which is waited for gives more pleafure than that 
which is eafily obtained. 

This is all the news I have to tell you, for 
nothing is more old or more durable than the 
friendihip I have for you. 

Adieu. 



LET- 
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LETTER CLXXIII. 
From the King, 

MY DEAR MARQUIS, • Bagenddrf, 

^^ ' September 2 7| 1701. 

I WISH I could tell you that Schweid- 
nitz were taken, but fo it is not ; thq tricks of 
mines have four weeks impeded us. We are 
now at the palifadoes. The enemy yefterday 
ipruQg a mine, which deftroyed one of our 
lodgments; and the who]e day was employed in' 
its repair. In fine, we mud have patience; for 
this Griboval defebds the town as he ought. 

The garrifon, at the beginning of the fiege, 
confided of eleven thoufand men i Zaftrow had 
only three thoufand. He is not by this wholly 
difculpated ; though it is very certain that three 
are little more than the fourth of eleven, and 
that thefe people are much better able to defend ' 
themfelves than he was. 

The revolution in Ruffia gave you the c6lic ; 
the reafon of which was, that all which aifcfts 
me very much affefts you. If pofFible, however, 
teftify your fricndfliip without lorihgyour heakh. 
Drink the waters at Sans-Souci ; I hope they 
will do you good* For my own f>art, I am fo 
E e 3 accuftomrd 
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accuftomed to adverfe accidents^ and am fo in- 
di&rcnc to all the events of this worlds that 
thofe things which, formerly^ would have made 
the deepeft impreflions, now^ glide lightly over 
my mind. I can affure you, my dear marquis, 
I have really made fome progrefs in pra&ical 
philofophy. I am becoming old, I approach the 
end of life ; and my foul infenfibly detaches it* 
felf from the idea of a world which pafles away, 
and of which I (hall foon take my leave. The 
fituation of laft winter, the revolution in Rufllia, 
and the perfidy of the Engli(h, are fubjeds, on 
which if we do but refleft, that well may render 
us reafonable. And who would during his whole 
life keep the word of company, in this worft of 
pofljble worlds? I only cite a few caufes of 
difguft; but I have had fo many during the war, 
that my fenfibility of foul is quite exhaufted, and 
a callofity of unfeeling indifference is formed, 
which has rendered me fcarcely good for any 
thing. 

We have neither Neptune nor Apollo to op- 
pofe us, but one Griboval, and eight thoufand 
men ftill, with miners who give good exerdfe 
to our patience. There is no beauteous Helena 
in Schwcidnitz ; but we are in want of an 
Achilles, whom I (hould prefer to St. Nepomu- 
zene, Sc. Dennis, or St. Nicholas, could I fixul 

hinu 
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him. We neverthelefs pu(h forward with our 
works as fail as wc prudently can ; andj if I can 
Judge, I do not believe (hat from the beginning 
of the fiege there have been fix loft days. Where 
is the fiege in which there are not as many ? 
At leaft we do not wafte our time in haranguing, 
like your ulkative Greeks; nor in going to 
prayers, like your crufadcrj before Jerufalem 
and Damietta. 

Schweidnit* will be taken; I am not dif- 
turbed on that fubjeft; but there will remain 
another arduous ta&> over which I perceive an 
impenetrable fog, whith prevents me from dif- 
covering objefts and future contingencies. St* , 
Hcdwige, though my heavenjy relation, alTords 
me very little light or aid. I therefore absmdon 
futurity to fete, and in the mean time continue to 
vegetate. My pen flows freely with my thoughts ; 
perhaps I weary you : rccoUcft however there is 
a pleafure in unburtbening the heart, and pay 
fame refpeft to my prefent fituation. 

Adieu, my dear marquis ; I Ibalr fay no mor# 
at prefent, but conclude with affuring you of my 
entire friend(hip» 



E5?4 LET^ 
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LETTER CLXXrV. 
Ftmi$ the Marquis ^Argms. 

S I R Ej Beriio* Oaober 5» ly^i^ 

I BEGIN by thanking yoiir msgcfty for 
the favour you have done me, in permicring me 
to go to Sans^Souci ; but the bad weatherwhich 
we have had for fome days, and my languid 

. date of health, keep me at Berlin in my own 
defpite. 

I recover coiirage, fince your majefty af* 
fures me you (hall take . Scbweidnitz, and that 

, you arc not diftorbcd on that fubjed. You rc^ 
quire, an Achilles; arc not you yourfdf an 
Achilles \ You donot want a hcro> but an engi- 
neer equal to this Griboval whom your majefty 
praifes with fo much impartiality.; The art of 
fortification, fo effential a branch of the art of. 
war^ and fc\ much cultivated in France, has un- 
fortunately been negledcd in PiMffia^ The. 
late king.lipiflft ill ho efteem. You were too en- 
lightened uot xo perceive it^ ufe; but there are 
fome abufes which require much tipe to correft. 
The fiege of Schweidnitz is a proof that an able 
engineer is fometimes more cflential, and more 
rcquifite, than ten general officers. Vauban alone, 

by 
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by the places which he h^d fo well fortified, 
was the faviour of France in the warof thefuc- 
ceflion. Theallies'gaine4 a battle>.and loft the 
remainder of the campaign in taking a town, 
by which they advanced two l^tgues. 

I ana in expeftation of all that can happen oa 
the part of the EngUfli minlftry. As ibon as 
Pitt went out of office, I forefaw everjr thing, 
and had the honour to write to your raajefty, 
and . to commur^icatc my fears. I have ftill 
however fome hope that a peace fo (hameful to 
the Englifli, i^i which they, will at once fail in 
thcjir duty to their allies and to thcmfelvcs, will 
not tak? place. The majority of the nation is 
highly incenftd to, perceive conquefts which 
have coft fo much blood given up without any 
reafoni and the good faith of England loft to all 
the princes who might be induced to become^ 
her allies. After the example of the peace of 
Utrecht, and of the prefent, Ihould it be con- 
cluded, who will ever confide in the Englifli ? 

In fine, happen what will, let us recover 
Schweidnitz, and we fliall afterward fee what 
turn things will take. "-The eyes of all Europe 
arejfixed on this ficge, and its. fortunate or un- 
fortunate cataftrophe may give a very different 
face to affairs. I have no doubt but that it will, 
be as we could wi(h, and that this difficult eriter- 
5 prize 
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prize will be ended beJForc the bad weather 
fcts in. 
I have the honour to be, &Cf 



LETTER CLXXV. 

From ibe Marquis ^Argens. 

SIRE, Berlin, Oaober 14, 176a. 

The poftillions are at length arrived; 
the pleafure with which they were received 
may well be imagined. At the firft found of 
their horns, my pullet and turkey were maf- 
facred, and will be eaten this evening, while 
we drink huge bumpers to the healdi of your 
majcfty. I had alfo in referve a ham drefled 
for the fame feaft, which will be a great orna- 
ment to the table, when furrounded by our 
principal academicians, who are excellent citi- 
zens, and who love your glory and immortal 
memory more than that of all paft, prefent, 
and future philofophers. 

You have rejoiced us all ; though I fear I 
(hall weary you by fending you a new work 
which I have written. I have endeavoured, 
towever, with all my might, to render it as lit- 
tle 
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i2c ddedive as I could^ and have been aOkiiH 
oufly at work at it for a whole year. 

Your majefty will eafily difcover in it the 
tiifferent tempers of my mind. I have written ' 
Diflertations on the three firft chapters during 
our times of trouble, and on the fourth and the 
beginning of the fifth while Peter III. was on the 
throne : thofe at the conclufion were written 
after the revolution. 

My intention has been for ever to root up fu- 
perftition, on which the name of religion is be* 
flowed. My Diflertations are — ^On hermaphro- 
dites, and women lovers of their own fe:^ — On 
the pretenfions of the Rabbins, that Adam was 
a hermaphrodite, and that God created him 
two wives — On the hiftory of thcfe two wives— 
On French and Italian mufic — On epic poetry 
—On Cicero— Voltaire amply criticifed on all 
tjiefe fubjefts — Reflexions on this pretended 
philofophic age. 

' AUthefc latter Diflertations were compofed 
during our alliance with Peter III. TKe fol- 
lowing are thofe which fucceeded his death — 
That the great evils which have afflided the 
earth for the fpace of two thoufand years have. 
been occafioned by priefts — That they aflafli- 
oated kings at(d emperors — That the fathers of 
♦h^ church were the fiiil promoters of the doc- 
trine. 



trine, that iubjefts are allowed to revolt^ and to 
kill their princes — .That they corrupted hiftory 
—That Conflantine and Clovis, the two firft 
chriftian princes, were more wicked than Nero' 
and Caligula — That the emperor Julian was 
the model of good princes, and has been falfely 
afperfed by all the fathers of the church. 

After having read this- table of contents, your 
majefty will no doubt afk me, how I was bold 
enough to write truth fo freely ; but, when you 
have read my work, you will allow that I have 
managed the fubjedts in fuch a manner as not 
to be liable to attack from the moft outrageous 
bigot ; 1 venture to affirm that the manner, in 
which I have attacked fuperilition, is new and* 
judicious. The idea of my plan is perhaps the 
oiily paflable thing in my whole work. Would 
to heaven there were but the fourth part of thc- 
wit in it, which there is in your charming lines' 
on Schweidnitz 1 

Now that Schweidnitz has furrendered, I 
fhall take the liberty to recal to your mind the 
trifling agreement which you had the goodncfs 
to make with me, but which never could be 
carried into execution, becaufc of the oppo- 
fition of the Auftrians, whom with all my heart 
I bequeath to. Beelzebub. There were a certain 
pair of landfcapes, by M. Harper, which had 

been 
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been promifed me by Frederic the Great, (hould 
I continue three weeks without being ill. I 
had already been a fortnight in full enjoyment 
of Herculean health ; and behold, on the 3d, 
Frederic dipa^ted from Potfdam tb go into 
Saxony, and to change the epithet Great into 
that of Moft Great ; and I faw my landfcapes, 
which I had more than half won, vanifli in 
fmoke, like the projefts of the Saxons. Now 
then tliat you have taken Schweidnitz, and 
which, according to me, is not one of the moft 
yifling things you have done, you ought in 
confcience to pay me for my fortnight's health, 
and give orders, in your firft letter, to have the 
pair of landfcapes taken from the floor, where 
they remain, and make but a forry figure; where 
as I fliould hang them up, framed, in my cham. 
ber. They would rejoice my mind in fplenetic 
moments ; and I (hould fay to all who might 
come to yifit me. Look ! here are two pidures 
given me by his majefty. A week is ftill remain- 
ing, before they can be totally and legally 
mine ; but the king does not ad like thofe vile 
Auftrians, who, whenever they have the power, 
infringe capitulations; he has, with his own 
hand, written in his laft letter, granted ; yet h© 
might without forfeiting his word have written 
refujed. 

I have the honour to bf, &c* 

LET. 
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LETTER CLXXVL 

From the Marquis iPArgens. 

« T » 17 Berlin, Odober, I76!ii; after hiTmc; fimt 

^ ^ ^ ^» hit majcfty the Timaut of Locm. 

XOUR majefty has too much complai-. 
lance in approving the feeble work which I 
had the honour to fend you. If any thing caa 
merit fome trifling indulgence in its favour, it 
was the intention with which it was written. 
You muft have perceived, while running it 
over, that fanaticifm, on which blind men have 
bellowed the name of religion, is there conti- 
nually attacked either direftly or indire<5Uyi 
This may caufe my book to be read with fbme 
pleafure, by reafonable people; but, in other 
refpefts, what is a work of erudition when com- 
pared to a work of wit and imagination } It is a 
heavy and tardy camel marching by the fide of 
a Spanifh gennet. One of your Epiftles contains 
more thoughts, and more ingenious ftrokes, 
than three folio volumes by Scaliger ; the for- 
mer I compare to a necklace, which in its fmall 
circumference contains the worth of a million 
in diamonds ,• and the latter to a huge coffer, in 
which packs of cloth, linen, Woollen, and other 

7 • kinds 



kinds of merchandife^ are heaped in diforder ; 
and^ though the contents of this coffer may be 
good, its worth is trifling when compared to 
that of the necklace. 

Permit me to. return your majefty thanks for 
the two landfcapes, which you have done me the 
£ivour to grant with fo much bounty. They 
are what you formerly caufed to be painted by 
the fon of Harper, when he was in want of fomc 
money to go to Rome. You have never 
thought proper to, hang them up, and they 
were (landing in the chamber next to that 
which prince Ferdinand of Brunfwic occupied. 
It was really your intention to have given them 
me, as I had the honour to inform you. They 
make a fplendid appearance in my cabinet, 
thougl^ they certainly were too indifferent for 
any one of your apartments, otherwife I never 
ihould have recalled to your mind the jocular 
talk you inflifted upon me, previous to my being 
put in pofleiEon of them. 

Your majefty ought not to doubt of the plea- 
fure I fliall feel to meet you once more, for 
this of all things is what I moft defire ; there- 
fore, however feeble my wretched health may 
be, having almoft continual diarrheas, which 
render me extremely weak, and from which I 
have not been entirely relieved by all the art of 

medicine. 
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medicine, I think, were it required of me to 
make a journey of eighteen or twenty miles, 
which I might be able to perform in four" 
days, I (hould have flxength enough for the un- 
dertaking. But if it be ncceflary to go as far as 
Breflau, which I could not do in lefs than nine 
or ten dAys, debilitated as I now am, I much 
fear tlie fame would again happen to me as 
did happen during my laft journey, and that 
I Ibould fruitkfsly undertake more than I 
could perform ; which would occafion me great 
perplexity, if I (hould happen to be taken ill 
at fome place equidiftant from Berlin and 
Breflau. In my prefent condition, a journey 
of twenty-four leagues, in the midft of winter, 
is of excesffive length. 

• I am far, fire, from having forgotten the 
tranllation of Plutarch. I have already written 
a fourth of it ; but this work will form a huge 
volume in folio, whicli cannot be accompliflied 
in a day. You willjio doubt aik me, why did 
I tranllatc other works firft ? Sire, the two works 
that I have tranflated are not together equal to 
twenty pages of Plutarch, and have coft me 
but little time. With refpedc to the added 
DifTertations, I was induced to write them by 
two reafons. I compofcd thofc on Ocellus in- 
dircclly in anCwer to numerous libels, which 

were 
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Were publiffied in Germany and France againft 
philofophers ; and that with an intent to find an 
opportunity of attacking the philofopher of Sans- 
Souci, and all thofe whom he honours with his 
bounty. 

I w*r6te the Diflfertations on Timoeus of Lo- 
cris to difcharge oh this mod detellable of 
poffible worlds a part of the bile which our 
enemies hiid excited in me, and to lafh the herd 
of prieftsj who rejoiced in our misfortunes; 
This was the fole confoiation I found in thefe 
|)erilou5 tiraesw I committed my griefs to pa- 
mper, and found fomc relief; My mind wa$ 
too much ab(bi*bed by thougbts on our BtUation 
<o be totally occupied by the thoughts of ano- - 
thee man, which however is what a cranilator 
is obliged to be. 

In thefe iefs teAipeftuous times I (hall return 
to.my cranflation of Plutarch. I (hail print two 
volumes annu&Uy, and in three years the work 
will be completed. God knows whether I 
ihall live long enough to finilh it j but, if not, 
fome 00c will be found after me to tranilate 
what I have left ; and the bookfdler, having 
printed the firft volumes, will, for his owo in- 
tereft, be obliged to print the latter. There aie 
fome very fine diflertations in Plutarch, but 
there are others that are very feeble* I adl like 

vol,. X. F f ihofc 



434 ' PoSTtttrMovs wokk9. 

thofe generals who do not imagine they (faaU re>» 
main long in the country, and therefore feize 
on the beft they can find. I (hall infert what I 
think the beft in the firft volumes, and (hall 
leave the remainder for the laft^ Should I not 
have ftrength to conclude the work, I will pub- 
li(h what I (hall have fini(hcd as a tranilation 
of the fineft eflays in Plutarch. 

Your majcfty muft have felt fome Vexation 
lately at what has pafled in Saxony; but after 
the confiderable fuccour which you have fent 
thither (hall arrive, the face of aflfairs will pre- 
fently be changed. It is fingular enough that 
the Auftrians, having formed the prcgeft of at- 
tacking prince Henry, and of prc^ting by the 
great fupcriority they had over him, (hould 
wait till you had firft taken Schweidnitz, and 
till the fnows on the mountains of Silefia (hould 
render a part of your troops ufelefs there. The 
aftion, of which they talk loudly, might have 
been injurious to us, had it taken place a fort« 
night before the furrtnder of Schweidnitz, but 
will be of no real utility to them now; fince their 
lofs has been greater than ours. 
I have the honour to be, &C4 




LET. 
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LETTER CLXXVII. 
Prom fht Marquis itArgens. 

SIX.E, BeiEn, Odober 31, i7$a« 

1 WAS preparing to write to your ma- 
jcfty, and thank you for the bounty which you 
did me the honour to teflify toward me in your 
laft letter, when I heard of the fplendid viftory 
gained by prince Henry, the worthy brother of 
Frederic the Great, over your enemies. Per- 
mit me, (ire, on this occafion, to prefent the 
moil iincere and the mod pleafing congratula- 
tions, which I hope will foon be fucceeded by 
others, on the furrendcr of Drefden. ' Without 
any great pretenfions to calculation, I perceive 
a decreafe of twenty thoufand Auftrians in lefs 
than a fortnight. Ten thoufahd taken at 
Schweidnitz, fix thoufand in the battle which 
prince Henry has lately won, and four thoufand 
left killed or wounded on the field. I imagine 
you will be fatisfied with your campaign; For- 
tune no longer is a goddefs enflaved by the ca- 
price of the Auftrians; (he has freed herfelf 
from the yoke to which they appeared to 
have fubjefted her. What will Bute awl all 
Ffa his 
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his clan fay, after having wifticd in fo cowardly 
a manner, to abandon us ? 

I Oiould add many more things to your ma- 
jefty ; but my cook h^ this moment entered, to 
enquire whether I (hall not make a little feaft 
this evening, and what I will have for fupper; 
having, the moment 1 heard the poftillions horns, 
fcnt . to invite' fome of our academicians , to 
come, philofophically, and celebrate the glory of 
prince Henry, and the Pruffian arms. We (lull 
not crown ourfelves with rofes, becaufe there 
are nqne at this time of the year ; we (hall drink 
no Falernian wine, becaufe our wine-merchants 
do not keep it; but we (hall empty a full bottle 
of excellent pontac, which will be drunken, 
wi(hing your majefty, as well as prince Henry, 
all profperity and happinefs ; for, With refpcd to 
fame, you have both of you more than enough, 
and any increafe would but be pouring water 
into the fea. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



V LET. 
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LETTER CLXXVIIL 

From the Marquis d^Argens. 
S I & E, Berlin, Oaober, 1762. 

Nothing can be more natural or 
witty than the laft poetry which your majefty 
did me the honour to fend me. We are ready 
to fay^ that the fliades of Chaulieu and La Fare 
are fled from the Elyfian fields jointly to diftate 
to you. Might we be allowed to fcold kings, I 
Ihould moft heartily and loudly fcold your ma- 
jrfly, for fpeaking with fo much indifference on 
a charming produftion, which Voltaire would 
include among the beft of his fugitive poetry, 
I doubt whether he be able at prefent to depiA, 
with equal force and truth, th^t indignation 
which we feel, while w^ read the hiftory of the 
crimes and impofitions of the pretended mi- 
niilers of religion, by them committed age ^fter 
age, and which in the prefent century they have 
endeavoured to augment. 

I much fear, when you have fucceflively read 
my Diflertations on Timoeus, you will lofe the 
Jittle good opinion which you had conceived of 
the work; but I hope you will pardon me in fa- 
vour of my good will, and will forgive the work, 
Ff3 r?nicmbering 
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remembering the intention of the author. I 
had more than one defign in writing my book^ as 
you will eafily perceive; but the two principal 
were^ to root ourfuperftitioni and^ in the perfon 
of the virtuous Julian, to avenge the numeooua 
kings and great men, who have been indignandy 
treated by thofe to whom Imbccillity has ^vea 
the name of the fathers ^ and who were really 
worthy of being the fathers of the idiots by whom 
they were thus called. I afterward thought it my 
4uty to (hew the abfurdity of that Platonic phi* 
lofophy, on which certain Chriftian dogmas have 
been engrafted, which faithlefs tyrants, like Gm- 
ftantine and Clovis, have artfully employed to 
accomplifh their defigns, and to form a party 
ilich as might favour their unjuft power. I 
hope I have proved all thefe fa(5k& evidently, 
according to the confeflion of the moil bigoted 
hiftorians ; and this, if I do not deceive myielf^ 
is to attack error in its lad retreat. 
I have the honour to bej &c» 



LET- 
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From the Marquis ^Argens. 

1 1 R Ef ^erliDy November I0| I76»# 

In my finall judgment, the beft mode is 
to make politics and war march with cquai 
pace; to continue to beaf your enemies, and lead 
them as brifk a dance as joq l^e done during 
fhis campaign* 

A report is circulated at this moment,«as a 
fcrtain £a£t, that preliminaries have been figned 
l>etween France, En^and, and Spain ; it is 
CV«H afisrted that the courier who bring? your 
majefty. this inteliigeace has pafied through 
Rottadam, on the 5Ch of this month. If this be 
true, however culpable the conduA of Bute 
may be,, it doest not furprife me i. for I forefaw it 
when Pltc quidied the adminiftration. Wbait 
^onfoles me is that, the chance of war being fo 
^uurertain, prince Ferdinand, after many vido- 
lies, might have loft a battle ; and in this cafe we. 
ihould baare feen the French ^ Halberitadt, knd 
along the Elbe, at^d (hould have been in the 
utmaft pcrplc:itity* Should the JFrench return 
home, though they were to deliver up Wefel to 
the Auftrians^ there will be a bramble the Icfti 
Ff4 m 
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in our road. '-I have no fear of the Auftrian| 
Singly ; and the fuccefs of your campaign is a 
proof that my opinion is founded on expe- 
rience. 

Your majefty afks me how it happens thjtt I 
have a continued laxity, and why my bowels 
are fo weak ; and I anfwer, the caufe of thi^* 
was the taking of Schweidnitz in two hours, 
the furrender of Colberg, and the imfortpnatc 
^nd of Peter III. At each of thefe events I 
had an illnefs enough to have killed a horfe i 
judge what muft have been their effcfts on a 
body fo weak as mine. I ani now, fire, fifty? 
nine. I was born on the twenty-fourth of June,, 
in the fourth year of this century ; and when 
you call yourfelf old what am 1 to think? 

I have no doubt, however, iirc, but I may 
undertake a journey to Leipfic,' and even with- 
out danger; for I have been ferioufly aifiduous 
for fome time to recover my health; and, though 
you treat me as a glutton, I live with as much 
abftinence as a capuchin during his noviciate. 
With this regimen, and fome ftrengthening Ter- 
med ies, my phyfician has given me his word 
that 1 Aall be well before the firft of December, 
which is the day which your majefty has, in 
your letter, appointed for my departure. I 
have made my arrangements accofdingly, 

M. de 
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M. de Catt was married yefterday; he ha4 
(he gpo4 Tenfe to have the marriage perfoFme4 
without ceremony, and invited none but the 
peareft relations. There is ,but one univerfal 
opinion, concerning his wife, of whom every 
perfon relates a thoufand good a&s; and I be* 
lieve her huiband will be truly happy. In ge* 
neral I believe there is nothing fo bad as wives; 
but he who is fortunate enough to have a good 
wife enjoys what* a private perfon ought ttf 
think a great blefling, be he as much of a philoi^ 
fopher as he will. What would have become 
of me, without the aid which I have found in 
my wife, for thefe three years? I (hould long 
fince have been in my grave. The public- in- 
deed would have found this a trifling evil ; but 
I (hould h^ve thought differently, I who have 
for thefe two years fo ardently wilhed once more 
JQ have the honour of feeing your majefty* 
1 have the honour to be, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER CLXXX. 
Frm ibf Mar^mi d^JrgMs. 

$ I ILEf Berlm, Notcmbcr 22, 1762. 

After receiving your majcfty's letter 
I immediately caufed the axe to refound on the 
oak^ the forges of Vulcan to be lighted up^ and 
(tripped the inhabitants of the forefts of their 
ikins : all which^ in plain piofe, fignifies that I 
lent for the furrier to buy a gpod peliflei and 
the coachmakec and the (mith, to put my 
balf*ruined carriage in order, fo that it might be 
able to carry me oyer bad roads without acci* 
dent. I therefore wait your majefty^s laft com* 
mands, and the chafleur whom you will be 
kind enough to fendme, to be my gpide on the 
road. 

Your majelly, in all the journeys I have hi* 
therto made, permitted me to bring madame 
d'Argens with me, that (he might watch over 
my querulous old machine, which is neither 
become more youthful nor better fince thefe 
journeys : but I know not how to ad at prefent, 
for I am ignorant of your good pleafure; 1 (hall 
therefore wait, before I make any preparation, 
to hear how it {hall pleafe you to decide.^ 

I have 
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1 have the honour to thank your majcfly for 
the porcelain of which youfpeak; but I caa 
aflure you, fire, my zeal toward your perfon 
refembles the manner in which the Janfenite 
love God, for himfelf alone; and were you not 
to teftify all the kindnefs with which you ho- >» 

nour me, I (hould notwithftanding be one of the 
moft affeftionate of your fubjefts, and one of 
your greateft admirers; though all people who 
refpe£t great virtaes and heroic qualities come 
under this dcfcription. Where is the rational 
man wha, having feen all that has pafled dua^- 
ing feverf years, can refufe his admiration ? 

I have the honour to be, &c« 



LETTER CLXXXL 
Fr(m the Marquis tArgensi 

SIRE, Bcrlip, February to^ 1 76|« 

AIy firft care, on my arrival at Berlini 
ought to be to thank yourmajefty for the bounty 
with which you have this winter Jionouredihc^ 
at Leipfic; but I know you hate compliments as 
much as yon delight in doing good: I Ihall 
therefore but feebly exprefs thofe refpeftful 
7 fentiments 
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fenciments of gratitu4e with which I am peoe^ 
tr»tf4 ! 

J found the city of Berliq in a ftatc of joy not 
to be exprelfed; but which, how^vcr^ will be in-r 
^rcafed when you ftaU arrive there. The peacQ 
has infufed an air pf cheerfulnefs inta all counte-? 
naaces ; and, on your return, you will imaging 
your goqd people of Berlin are become fo many 
Sybarites, intoxicated by pleafure, and as wholly 
ftr^gers to grief as if they had forgotten all 
the wpes which have been brought upon then^ 
bjr the war, 

Yqur majefty will no longer accufc inc of in^ 
dolence. I have performed a journey frpm 
Leipiic to Berlin in two days, during which 
I have travelled night and day, without leaving 
my coach, I departed four hours ^fter your 
majefty, ill anjii in pain j but fcarcely ws^ I s^ 
league from Leipfic before I found myfelfmuch 
better; and the defirc I had to revifit our holy 
land of Brandenburg entirely cured me. When 
I had paffed a certain rivulet, which T was told 
feparated Saxony from Brandenburg, I imi- 
tated 'the Jews when they arrive within fight rf 
Jerufalem; I praifed the Lord that I was now in 
the country of the eleft, and of the church of 
God. Your majefty has really done very wifely 
in making peace. Thanks to you, I hope the 

longcf^ 
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longcft journeys I (hall make, for the remainder 
of my life, will be from Potfdam to Berlin. It 
is for you who have conquered Europe to travel 
over it, (hould you think proper ; but, for my 
part, I am well fatisfied with limiting my jour- 
i^eys to vifits paid at the palace of Potfdam, and 
at that of Sans-Souci. • . 

I wi(h, lire, I now faw you there, in foil en- 
joyment of the immortal glory which you have 
acquired ; but having been patient during feven 
years, I mj(y well be fo for the fpace of five 
weeks. This time however .will to me appear 
long, as it will to all your fubje£b, who only 
afpire to the pleafure of feeing you again. 

I have the honour to be^ &c« 



LETTER CLXXXIL 

From the King. 

\ Dahkn* Fcbruaiy 25, 1763- 

Your letter, my dear marquis, has 
<x)mpletely relieved me from the apprehenfions 
I had formed for your health. You were ill on 
the eve of my .departure, but I was aflured you 
had begun your journey on the next day. The 
great reftoratiyes, air and exercife, have cured 
I you. 
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ycMU This veil proves the aflertion of Boer- 
haave, that health is incompatible with a total 
deprivation of exercUe. I know not what was the 
deiign of nature in ftationing us on this earth. 
Were we to judge by our healthy it (hould ap- 
pear that (he formed us rather to become poftil- 
lions than phiiofophers. 

Since our reparation, I have been to Meiflen. 
We ha^*e received letters from Vienna^ which 
fay that the preliminaries there occafioned uni- 
irerial joy, and that the emprefs fcarcely could 
ibrbear to kifs the meflenger. Theratificadons 
of peace will arrive to-morrow, or the day after 
at the latcft. According to my calculation, I do 
not believe I fhall be able to quit Saxony 
(boner than the twelfth of March. A fortnight 
will be neceflary to finifli my affairs in Silefia, 
and I do not fuppofe I can be at Berlin before 
the twenty-ninth of next month. 

The bed of all this, my dear marquis, is, noc 
my arrival, but, thearrivalof peace ; at which it 
is but juft that good citizens and the public 
ihould rejoice. For my own part, a poor old 
man, I am to return to a city in which I am a 
ftranger to all except to its walls, and where I 
ihall meet with no perfon of my acqudntance; 
where immenfe labours await me; and where I 
ihall foon lay my old bones in a place of refuge, 

and 



CORKESFOKDSK C^£. 447 

tnd leave thetn to itft^ undifturbed by war^ cala- 
mities^ and the rafcatity of mankind. 

I am here in a country houfe, where I pafs 
my time in retirement, with my ufuai occupa* 
tions. I want nothing but my dear marqui% 
whom I hope to fee at Berlin; for which reafon 
take an airing fometimes in your carriage, my 
good D'Argens ; pay this tribute to your health : 
your horfes await you at Potfdam ; they are al* 
ready there; and I, unworthy I^ entreat you not 
to forget me. 

Adieu ; my compliments to Babet. 
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^01$ the Marquis d^Argens. 

8 I R E, BerCn^Fcbniary 2{, i^5j« 

1 HAD the honour to write to your nu- 

jcfty the day after my arrival at Berlin. The 

joy and fatis&6tion which I met with aniong all 

the inhabitants have been daily increafed. We 

meet with nothing but banquets and balls among 

the greats and feafling among the lower orders* 

Amid aH thefe pleafures^ I put up prayers for 

the happy return of yourmajelty. I am tranf- 

kting Plutarch. 

ifend 
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I fend ten times a day to alk whether th* 
boats are in motion 3 and ten times a day am in- 
formed that they will not be afloat in lefs tttm ^ 
fortnight. This very much deranges the remo- 
val of my furniture; for, if I remove my cfFefts 
by land, twelve carts will at leaft be neteflary, 
which, at twenty crowns per cart, will coft me 
two hundred and forty crowns; inftead of the 
twenty-five which I (holild pay for a boat, 
fliould it pleafe the god of the waters to rcleafe 
them from their icy chains. 

How is your majefty fatisfled with your palace 
at Dahlen ? I am in no pain left you fhould 
not find amufement, to fill up the few moments 
which ftate affairs and the army will leave you, 
by reading the books which you haVe taken 
with you; and I imagine to myfdf that you 
have already run through the rapine of Verres, 
relative to the medimni of corn ; and thfc ftatties 
of the temples of Sicily. 

^ A-propos of the medimni of Vcrfes ; I have 
the honour to inform your majefty that the 
fcheffel* of our extortioners daily lowers in 
price. I have informed every body that it is 
your majefty's intention to fell corn at twenty- 
two grofchen of Brandenburg money, when you 

* A meafurc of com. T. 

fhaU' 
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fliall return to Potrdatxi, which obliges the mo< 
nopolizers to lower their prices, that they may 
fell off their flock before your arrival. 

M. dc Catt has been very ferioufly ill of a 
colic, but is now entirely recovered, and I 
imagine will depart to-morrow to join your 
majefty* 

I have the honour to be, &C4* 



LETTER CLXXXIV* 
From the King. 

Dahlcn, Marcli i, 1765. 
Peace at length is aftually concluded^ 
my dear marquis, and you will for once receive 
poftillions with their flags, and their whole pa- 
raphernalia. God be praifed, the end of my 
military labours is come. Do you afk me what 
I am doing ? Here I am, daily hearing Cicero 
harangue; whofe orations againft Verrcs I have 
long ended, and am now reading his oration for 
Murana; befide which, I have finiftied the 
Batteux *; thus you fee I am not indolent. 

* From the context, I imagine this to be the title of a book: 
•rperhaps it is fome T^ork written by the king himfelf* T. 

VOL. X. G g With 
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With refpedt to yourfdf, my dear marquis, 
do not be impatient; the river is tiofw navigable^ 
and you have time enough to tnmfport your fur- 
niture to Potfdam before my arrival. I (hall re- 
main here, or at Toi^u, tiil the 13*. My 
journey into Sikiia will afford me employmeitt 
for fifteen or feventeen days, fo that I (hall not 
be at Berlin before the 31ft of this month, or 
the 2d of April; for I wifli not to arrive on the 
I ft of the next month; the jokers would laugfi 
at me, and call me April fool. 

However pleafing peace may be to die people 
of Berlin, it is not the fame to the Saxons. 
Scarcely do we quit the cities, and fcarcely arc 
they evacuated, before Saxon execution arrives— 
*' Pay, pay! Money for the king of Poland!" 
The people feel the inhumanity of this proce- 
dure : theyl^are extremely poor; and, inftead of 
affording them relief, their ruin is haftened- 
This, my dear D'Argens, is the pifture of 
Saxony, painted from the life. For my part, 
1 behold all thefe executions as an indifferent 
fpeiSlator ; but, as a citizen of the world, I cannot 
approve them. 

I proceed with my regulations for internal 
provincial government. The detail in grofs of 
the army is finilhed. 

The French have figned their peace fiv» 
^ 2 -davs 
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days before us : you will allow we have not been 
long after them; and that it would be difficult 
to complete fo great a work more gallantly than 
we have done. His Polilh majefty is not yet 
cured ; his health is uncertain. His return has 
been con&dered by the Saxons as a public cala- 
mity^ a fcotarge more cruel than war and fa- 
mine. But what at*e Saxony, its king, and mi-^ 
niftry, to you and me? I afpire to tranquillity of 
mind, . and to rid myfelf in fome meafure . oi 
bufinefs, that I may obtain leifure to refleft in 
private on my own paffions; to (hut myfelf up 
with my own mind, and to remove from all 
pomp, which, to own the truth, daily becomes 
more and more iDfupp|>rtable. 

D'Alembert has refufed all offers from Ruffia; 
I very much applaud this evident mark of dif- 
intereflednefs, and think he has adted well in 
not expofing himfelf to vagabond fortune : but, 
Bafta, this is too delicate a ftring to be touched. 

Good night, my dear marquis; it is very late; 
I have a great number of affairs to expedite to- 
morrow ; and hope, during my flay in Saxony, to 
receive fome letters from you. ^dieu, my 
dear. D'Argens ; live in content, take care of 
your health, "and do not forget me. 



G g 2 LET- 
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LETTER CLXXXV. 

From the Marquis i^Argens. 

fi> 1 R E, Berlin, March 5, 176J. 

At length I have fecn this (b much 
defined herald at arms paffing under my win- 
dows, proclaiming peace, and followed by four 
or five thoufand people, whofe acclamations and 
joyful cries were to me more afFeding than the 
mofl harmonious mufic. You are tenderly be- 
loved by your people, and well deferve fo to be: 
this cannot but be a double pleafure to your ma- 
jefty. 

While you are reading Cicero at Dahlen, I 
am here packing up his works. My effefts 
have already been fent in part to Potfdam. I 
feel on this occafion the incumbrance of riches; 
nor did I imagine myfelf to be fo wealthy. My 
goods cannot be conveyed in three boats; and, 
feeing fo many packages and chefts, I am 
tempted to believe that I have been one of your 
army commiflaries. 

I have another occupation befide that of re- 
moval ; which is, I am preparing my equipage 
to go to meet you, on your return, with the ci- 
tizens of Berlin, I have ordered a blue coat to 
4 be 
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be laced with gold, which is the uniform that 
the bankers and tradefmen have aflUmed. Thcfe 
gentlemen treat gold and embroidery as trifles ; 
and I muft certainly do as they do, fince they 
have kindly been pleafed to admit me one of 
their company. I (hall have the horfe of good 
father Suarez, which is very gentle and peace-, 
able, and worthy to carry an old philofbpher ; fo 
that I run no rifk. 

I am not aftonilhed at the aft of D*Alembert, 
for I have often had the honour to remark to 
your majefty, I would rather be a good tradef- 
man in the ftreet des f teres than emperor of Ruf- 
iia, which is a thought that I am daily Jnore 
confirmed in. 

I return your majefty many thanks for the 
horfes, and will ufe them to your honour and 
glory. 

Troops are daily coming in ; and it is faid that 
tiiree battalions of Quintus Icilius will arrive to- 
morrow, which are to be difbanded, and incor- . 
porated with other regiments. I know not 
whether the queen of Hungary will difband her 
forces, but I am very certain (he will dimini(h 
her kindred, and that the relation(hip of La 
Pompadour will be treated at Vienna as the 
free battalions will be at Berlin. 

I have the honour to bje, &c. 

G g 3 LET. 
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LETTER CLXXXVI, 

From the Marquis iArgens. 

8 I R E, Bcrfin, March 9, I76j, 

I HAVE been in the utmoft aftonUhmcnc 
at receiving a letter from your holy bi{hop> 
who entreats me to lay another before your 
majefty, I at firft thought of returning it to 
the bilhop, but I afterward reflefted that there 
might be fomething in its contents which your 
majefty would be glad to fee ; I therefore fend 
you, along with that which I received, a copy of 
the letter I wrote to the bilhop, which is a^ 
follows : 

"My Lord, 

«« I HAVE fent his majefty the letter which 
" you did me the honour to inclofe to me to 
** be remitted to him, and wi(h it may produce 
" every effeft which you dcfire ; and that his 
" majefty, forgetful of the caufes of difcontcnt 
^ which he may have s^gainft you, will on this 
*^ ocqafion remember nothing but that, having 
•'overcome his enemies, he has now, to crown 
*' his glory, only generoully to pardon, as he 
" has done already feveral times. 

** Concerning 
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" Concerning what you have faid to me, 
^^ my lord, at the end of your letter, permit me 
'^ to reply, I have never re«|uired or received 
" from any perfon, to whom I have thought I 
*^ ceuld be of the leaft utility, any mark of gra- 
'*^ titude except that which (hould excite them 
** faithfully to ferve his majcfty, and to afford 
^^ proofs of indubitable zeal for the fervicc of 
/^thc beft m^r, and the moft refpeftable 
•* prince, o^ earth. 

^^ I have die honour to be, &c/' 

I thought, fire, I fhould have had the honour 
to write fome trifles to your majefty which might 
amufe yout but which I will write to-morrow, 
£ar we muft not mingle the facred with the pro- 
fane. Nin Juni mifoenda Jaera pr^fanis. Your 
majefty perceives that I, like Algarotti, can cite 
Latin in my letters, and, what is more, gofpel 
^tin. 

} have the honour to be, &c, 



». 

I 



Gg4 LET. 



45^ POSTHUMOtTS works; '1 

LETTER CLXXXVII. 

From the King. 
Undated. 

You travel, my dear marquis, by line 
and rule; whereas I ftroU the countrj', and 
run hither and thither, like our lady the Imiatic. 
I can well imagine you have been at my houfe 
at Sans-Souci, and that you are returned ; but 
I will wager that a whole day was employed in 
this laborious work. 

I (hall not fpeak to you of my journeys, the 
end of which is twofold — war and finance, 
things concerning which you trouble yourfelf 
but little, I have on my way coUefted anec- 
dotes of the journey of the Emperor, on our 
frontiers j and I perceive, my dear D'Argens, 
that pictures appear more fplendid when fcen 
at a diftance, than when clofely examined. We 
princes ought not to exhibit ourfelves but in ail 
our glory, like the god of mafs. The golden 
veflcl is difplayed ; the people bow in adora- 
tion ; mafs is faid, accompanied by harmonious 
inftruments; and the example of the multitude 
infpires a kind of dark and gloomy awe. Some 
fellow comes, examines the whole ceremony, 

jocks 
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looks into the chalice^ and there finds fome un- 
leavened dough ; then laughs at the fuperftidon 
of the vulgar. Here, my dear marquis, is a 
moral fable for you, which you may turn to your 
own profit. 

I have travelled to-day four miles in a car« 
riage, and four on horfeback, which has rather 
fatigued me; and I (hall conclude my letter 
with the apothegm of king Dagobert, who was 
very fond of his dogs, and when he left them 
' never failed to addrefs them with — ^« The bcft 
- f^ friends muft part." 

Adieu, my dear marquis ; I pray Godto (ake 
you into his holy keeping. 



LETTER CLXXXVIII. 

From the Marquis d^Argens: 

' 5 I R E, Strafburg, Oaober 9, 1764. 

SeFORE I fpeak of my painful and 
melancholy journey, I muft begin by e^cufing 
myfelf to your majefty, for a thoughtlefs aft 
which I did not perceive I had been, guilty of, 
till I reached Goettingen. I had carried from 
Berlin, in the bottom of my cheft, two parcels 
of .tjie R^fleftions on Charles XII. to deliver 

them 
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them to M. Catt. Thefe parcels I forgot, and 
did not perceive they were in my cbeft till 
J was on my journey. I have delivered them 
to your (najefty's refident at Frankfort, who has 
undertaken to remit them in all fafety to your 
majeily. 

I come now to my journey. The fatigue of 
the bad roads having apparently excited and 
OTcrhcated the bad juices which an excefiivejy 
fedentary life had occafioned, I was taken with 
a kind of dyfentery, which proceeded even to 
the voiding of blood. When I came to Goet- 
tingei^ I was obliged to remain there nine days, 
that I might be enabled to continue my route. 
I never before was fo well pleafed with having 
written my lad works in the tafte of the gendc- 
men ending in us^ ; for I have been attended 
to with the greateft care by the mod able pro- 
feflbrs of the univerfity, who mod of them have 
vifited me, and treated me in the politeft manner 
poffible. In fine, partly well, partly ill, they 
have rendered me capable of continuing my 
journey. Laugh hereafter at Greek if you can ; 
for my part, I (hall henceforth continually ex- 
claim^ Long live Greeks and profeffors ! 
From Goettingen I went to Caffel, where I 

* Alluding to the Latin terminations with which the 
learned of Germany alFed to write their names. T. 

arrived 
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arrived in fo weak a flatc that I. had no incli* 
oation to fee the landgrave, or bis pidures. 1 
thence^ with great pain, proceeded to Frank- 
jfbrt, in a fever, and threatened with a retom of 
the dyfentery. I wifhed to have hired an apart^ 
ment in that city, to reft myfelf for a few days ; 
but your refident informed me I fliould fail in 
my rcfpeft to your majefty by fo doing ; be- 
caufe the magiftrates oblige the citizens who 
lodge Pruffians to aik their permiflion, a man- 
per in which they do not aft with any other 
nations He added that I muft either remain at 
the inn or depart, I took my meafures ac- 
cordingly ; for my nine days refidencc at an inn 
at Goettingen had coft me a hundred and fifty 
crowns, having with me feven perfons, inclu- 
ding three fervants. 

In fine, fire, I arrived at Stra(burg half dead ; 
and, after having been here four days, this is 
the firft in which I have found ftrength enough 
to have the honour to write to 3rou. I intend 
to continue here a week longer, that I may. be a 
little recovered. I havtf not above thirty miles 
to travel poft ; after which I fliall proceed by 
water, on the Saone, to Lyons, and on the 
Rhone from Lyons to Aries, where I (hall be 
within four miles of Aix. 

I am well determined, on my return, not to 

travej 
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travel a hundred miles by land^ from Straiburg 
to Berlin, but to go by water as far as Auflbne, 
which is fixty leagues from Strafburg. From 
Stiufburg I mean to defcend the Rhine as &r as 
Holland, where I intend to embark for Ham- 
burg ; to which, in fine weather, it is no more 
than two days fail. You will tell me I may be 
drowned j to this I (hall anfwer that all thofe who 
go from Hamburg to England and Holland arc 
not drowned. 

Your majefty will fay, when you read my let- 
ter, you predifted every thing that has happen- 
ed. I allow the truth of the aflertiou ; but^ were 
the journey again to make, I would again make 
it, becaufe it was abfolutely neceiTary. It was 
my duty both to fecure a provifion and a 
home ^or the marchionefs d'Argens, after my 
death ; which age, and my weak date of health, 
feemed to fpeak at no great diftance. 

To weary your majefty with this detail of 
iicknefs and bad roads is too much. 

I learned at Goettingen that moft of the old 
minifters, counfellors, &c. of Hanover, who had 
been protefted by the late king, have demanded 
their difmiflion, and have retired. My lord 
Bute governs the eleftorate, the inhabitants of 
which join the Englifti in their exclamations 
againft him. 

When 
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When I came to Stralburg, I found what I 
imagined could not but have happened, that is 
to fay, I found your majefty univerfally ad- 
mired. Without the leaft flattery, there is but 
one voice on this fubjcft; and people of fenfe 
have informed me that I (hould find the fame 
opinion through all France, of which I did not 
entertain a moment's doubt. 

There are two very fine German regiments 
here, and the remainder of the garrifon appears 
to me very paiTable. I fometimes fee the guard 
file off from my window, and no longer recog- 
nize the difcipline of my own times, or the 
fame manner of clothing and treating the men. 
Should France happen, for fome fpace of time^ 
to have minifters of the war department who 
(hould be military men, and (hould conftables 
in petticoats ^ no longer be made, a thing which 
may happen to*morrow, the troops would be 
greatly benefited. 

The body of marihal Saxe ftill continues 
between four or five deal boards, which form a 
wretched cafe in which his coffin is inclofed. I 
very much fear he will long continue to be thus 

* Gofiille. ' I do not know, nor can I find, any fuch word ; 
I have only imagined it came from the ItaHan word gonella^ 
or petticoats The word gone/le is ufed in French to fignify a 
hunting drefs for men or women. T. 

Vilely 
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vilely lodged^ and that the mauibleum which^ 
had been intended for him will have the fate of 
that intended for cardinal de Fleury. 

The Jefuits here are very gay and tranquil^ as 
they are throughout the province of Lx>rram. 
Hence it will follow that, from thefe two pro- 
vinces, they will fome day overrun France again^ 
and^ like wild beafts rufliing from their dens, 
will pitilei^ly rend thofe by whom they have 
been perfecuted. I (hall not fee this event; 
but your majcfty, who is yet young, will be a 
witnefs of it. It muft be owned that, in all 
this affair of the Jefuits, there has been much 
inconfiftency. 

Should your majefty do me the favour to 
anfwer me, I entreat you to addrcfs your letter— 
" To my chamberlain, the marquis d'Argens, at 
" Aix in Provence/' 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CLXXXIX. 

From the Marquis d'Argens. 
SIRE, Eguilles, December 2, 1^6^ 

1 CANNOT exprefs to your majefly the 
pleafure and confolation that I received from 

the 
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the letter with which you have honoured me, 
and which I found at Aix. I had great need 
of fomething that might difSpace my giooni« 
I had heard at Lyons that my l>rothcr EWE- 
guilles was gone to Paris to attend to a law fiak, 
which was the refult of that he had carried 
on againfl his parliament. By way of p^m* 
thefis, it was very fortunate that the king Jiad 
annulled the fentence of the parliament of Pro« 
vence ; for by that he was condemned to lofe 
his office of prefident, which was confifcatcd m 
favour of the king, and* to be baniflied the king« 
dom for ten years. This would have retarded 
the conchifion of my bufinefs. 

In fine, D'Eguilles has obtained every thing 
he aiked from the council : he is continued in 
liis place ; the king has only commanded faim 
not to go to Aix, till he (hall grant him per* 
miffion. He is come to Eguilles, which is but 
a league diflant from that city ; and I am with 
him and my mother. 

My affairs are terminated to my fatisfa£tion. 
The arrangement I have to make, relative to an 
eftate which is ceded to me, will not detain me 
longer than the month of April. As I there- 
fore eftimate, I (hall have the happinefs fo 
throw myfelf at your feet at the beginning of 
-fummer ; (hould I not before that time departs, 

and 
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and make my reverence to the Eternal Father*. 
To own the truth, I (hould willingly give the 
preference on this fubjeft to your majefty. 

I am very defirous of executing the com- 
mands you gave me, and to get rid of every dif- 
eafe with which I amaffliacd. I communicated 
your will to my phyfician, who advifed me to 
requeft you would have the goodnefs to com- 
mand that, inflead of fixty-one, I Ihould not be 
more than fifty years of, age, at mod; and that 
you would fend me, from the next Leipfic fair, a 
new ilomach, in excellent condition ; becaufe 
the fecret of beftowing fuch kind of goods on 
old people, who fcarcely can digeft any food, 
is unknown in Provence. 

I think, fire, it is almoft as condemnable to 
mock at the fufFerings of a poor philofopher, of 
fixty-one, as it would be for me to reproach an 
old foldier with the wounds he has received. 
Do you imagine a man may ftudy forty years 
without greatly injuring his health ? You will 
reply, " I have been fludying thirty years, I go- 
^* vern a great kingdom, I command my own ar- 
** mies, and I undertake wars as difficult as they 
*^ are glorious, yet I am notwithflanding in good 
** health."* Since the days of Julius Csefar and 
Marcus Aurelius, one man has appeared in Eu- 
rope, who, equalling the glory of the firft em- 
peror. 



pcror, and the wifdotn of thcfecond, has not- 
withftanding digcftcd well, therefore all philofo- 
phers ought to have a good digeftion. This 
is not conclufive reafoning ; it fins againft every 
Idw of logic ; you therefore have no right to 
pretend 1 ought to be in good health, becaufe 
you have undergone .more fatigues in one day 
than I have in ten years. 

Really, fire, I am much vexed tliat the fole 
thing, concerning which you have not reafoned 
confiftently, fliould be my health. Would to 
God that you were as great a phyfician as you 
are a king ; I (hould long fince have pofleffed 
the ftrcngth of Hercules ; you would have 
added this benefit to the various others with 
which you have loaded me, and the remem* 
ferance 6f which I (hall maintain beyond the 
grave ; that is if our fouls remember, after death, 
what happened to their bodies during hfe. 
Forgive this fliort mark of fcepticifm, coming 
from a country v-here the catholic faith reigns 
to powerfully that the gates of hell' cannot prevail 
againft it. I occafionally entertain doubts, the 
iblution to which I will requeft from you, in 
ihie philofophic palace of Sans-Souci. 
' The fon of Gregory, one of our good Berlin- 
merchants, is at Marfeilles with the richeft 
bankers of that city. He has promifed to come. 
4 vol,, x. H h and 
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and fee me at Eguilles^ before bis departure, 
which is not very diftant. I (hall do myfelf 
the honour to remit a letter, by his favour, to 
^your majefty, which (hall be written with more 
common fenfe than the prefent; and fliall 
prove, fire, that a Proven9al fun has not^ put 
a brain, that had been tempered by the cold 
climates of the north, into a date of abfoiute 
fermentation. 

The court has juft.publiflied an ordinance, 
by which the feminaries of the Jefuits, in the 
provinces of Alfatia, Franche Comt6, Hainault, 
and Flanders, where they had been preferved, 
arc now deftroyed. Yet the Jefuits are per- 
mitted, after having left the kingdom, to return,, 
and live there without an oath of allegiance. 
Your majefty knows Racine by rote : permit 
me to cite the following paflage in this place : 



— ^ucifun caurincertamf 
Jeparcrdx d'un hras Us coups de ^ autre 

What, fire, -are your Jefuits doing in Silefia? 
They eat, drink, and flecp in peace. Your gof- 
pel minifters, whoni we catholics call preachers, 
do the fame. The Rabbins of the fynagogue, 
among whom is my Hebrew mafter, M. Ra- 

* With heart uocertain, I wan) with oie ann the blowt 
the other gives^ 

4 FhacI, 
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|)hael» peaceably enjoy a fimilar privilege. Sage 
Frederic ! Philofophic king ! under whofe go- 
vernment men think differently, yet do not dif- 
pute, may I once again fee you before I die! 
*rhis is ihy only hope. 

In the mean time, if you have any pity on a 
J>oor exile, banifhed the land of philofophy, 
deign to confole him, till he Ihall return to 
Sans-Souci^ by honouring him with your ^m- 
fwcr. 

Among your numerous French furgeoils, 
fliould you by chance have a vacant place, I 
have met wiih one of the moft able men in 
France, who would be delighted to go into a 
country which is now become the country of all 
men of merit. 

I have the honour to be, &c* 



LETTER CXC; 
From the Marquis it Ar gens. 

fi I R £, Avignon, Sqjtembcr 10, t^6^ 

Your majefty will think it ftrange that 

I have not done myfelf the honour to write to 

you fmcc the laft letter you had the goodnefs to 

H h 2 fend 
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fend me. I was on the road to Berlin when I 
received it, and I fuppofed I (hould foon have 
had the fatisfadion to throw myfelf at your feet, 
>9ihcn I was attacked, five days after my depar- 
ture, by an inflammatory fever, which has re- 
mained with me near two months, I was in a 
fmall town of Dauphinc, called Montelimarr* 
At length nature, rather than the knowledge of 
the phyfician who attended me, gave me relief 
and reftored me ftrength, fufEcient to be carried 
on a litter to a covered boat, in which, defcend- 
ing the Rhone, I was brought to Avignon, I 
fuppofed I could regain Provence and return 
home, there to find the neceflary aid for the re- 
jcovery of my health ; but it was impoffible for 
me to proceed, becaufe my journey muft have 
been by land ; for this I was too weak, and too 
much incommoded by the diarrhea that fucceed- 
cd to the fever, after the latter had left me. I 
therefore remained at Avignon, where I very 
fortunately metwidi an excellent and very cele- 
brated phyfician, who repaired the miftakes of 
his predeceiTor, and afforded me relief. 

I am, notwithftanding, exceedingly weak ftill, 
and unable to go abroad ; my legs continue to 
be much fwelled ; for, by the adminiflration of 
bark, and other remedies, that had been given 
me by the firft phyfician, to free me from the 

fever. 



CORRESP0NDENC£. 46^ 

fever, he had brought on the beginning of a * 
dropfjr, from which, however, I have nothing at . 
prefcnt to fear. 

This, fire, is what has prevented me from the 
performance of my duty, and from writing to 
your majefty. Though I flatter myfclf you know 
my probity, and uprightncfs, fufficiently not to 
imagine I endeavour to impofe upon you, in or- 
der to juftify my delay in returning to Potfdam, 
yet, fire, for my own fatisfa&ion, and to calm 
the fears I entertain of difpleafing your majefty, 
I have the honour to fend you the certificate of 
the phyfician, to whom I am indebted for my 
life. He is a man famous for his art, an amiable 
philofopher, and an old friend of the lord mar- 
flial, to whom he has written refpe&ing me, I 
have caufed the faid certificate to be proved be- 
fore the firft magiftrates of the city; for the only 
thing which can at prefent impede the entire 
recovery of my health is, the apprehenfion that 
your majefty (hould think me capable of feeking 
for vain pretexts, to prolong my abfence. By the 
certificate which I fend you, it will be feen that 
I cannot begin my journey in lefs than fix weeks, 
and that I muft likewife travel very flowly. The 
weather will then be very fevere, cfpccially 
about the middle of my journey. 

If your majefty will grant me permiffion to 
Hh3 remain 
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remain here till the firft of March> I (hall then 
arrive at Pqtfdam about the middle of April ; 
and I (hall perform the journey with the great- 
er eafe^ becaufe my brother, who commands 
the regiment of rcyalrvaijfcau^ and whofe regi- 
ment is in garrifon at Maubeuge in Flanr ' 
ders, will accompany me as far as Bruifels, and 
even to Wcfel ; being now in Provence, on his 
half yearly furlough, and intending to return 
to his regiment in the month of March. 

I mofl: carneftly entreat your majefty not to 
he offended at any thing I have propofed; yoii 
have but to command, and let my ftate of 
health be what it will, (hould you wi(h it, J will 
depart on the receipt of your letter, if you 
deign to honour me with one, or according 
to the orders which you (hall fend me* If you 
think proper to honour me with an anfwer, let 
me rcqueft you to fend your letter by way of 
[ M. Schutz, banker, at Berlin, from whom it 
will be remitted from banker to banker, without 
my addrefs being written on it; becaufe, (hould 
my name be feen, there is danger of its being de- 
tained at the poft-office of Paris. The laft let- 
ter, with which it pleafed your majefty to ho- 
nour me, was fent by way of Meflieurs Girard 
ajid Michclct, and was fafely delivered to M* 
Mcttra at Paris; but the latter having direded it 

immediately 
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immediately to me from Paris, it was three 
months detained, and I did not receive it till I 
had been four days on my route toward Berlm. 
It was fcnt after me from Aix, at which place it 
had but jud arrived. 

I (hall not pafs through Paris, fire ; for what 
could I do in this city, where the minds of the 
people are in a greater degree of agitation than 
that which diflurbs the brains of the news- 
writers ? 

I am informed, fire, that D'Alembert has juft 
written a work, which will one day raife up many 
enemies againft him. I (hould not be forry, 
ihould he be perfecuted, provided perfecution 
[hould bring him to Potfdam. I have been 
aiTured that he was in danger of death, at die 
time when I myfelf was very ill. We fliould 
.have been both exceedingly furprifed fo fud- 
dcnly to have met in the refidenct of the great 
Beelzebub, who keeps men like Trajan and 
]Plato under his gripe. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



Hh4 LET- 
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LETTER CXCI. 

From the Alar^uis d'^rgens. 

S I R E9 January i, 17W. 

Permit me at the beginning of the 
year to wi(h rhe accompliflimcnt of all yOur 
majcfty*s defires.. I imagine, fire, I can make 
no wiQi, the fulfilling of which will be more ad- 
vantageous than that of praying Heaven to grant 
your health may be as good as your glory is 
great; that your majefty may have the ftrengtli 
of Hercules, having already acquired his im- 
mortality; for I have the honour to know your 
majefty too well to fuppofe you have any incli- 
nation to martyr yourfblf, in this world, that 
you may be immortal, in the next. 

I had the honour to write to your majefty 
after the fit of ficknefs which had brought me to 
death's door, and had obliged me to ftop at 
Montelimart in Dauphinc, and afterward to 
caufe myfelf to be carried to Avignon, where I 
was obliged to remain fix weeks. I am at pre-^ 
fent in good health, and will depart on the firft 
of March, that I may arrive at Potfdam as foon 
as poflTible, where I exped to be toward the 
fifteenth of April. 

Your majefty not having done me the honour 

to 
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to acquaint me with your commands, after I took 
the liberty to write to you from Avignon, I fear 
Jeft you ftiould be offended with me; but I en- 
treat you to confider thatno efforts of the will can 
.counteraft fuperior force. M. Catt has informed 
me that your majefty thought my having fent 
certificates a ufclefs ad, I could have wifhed^ 
Jiad the thing been poffible, to have fent you the 
.pope's vice- legate in a letter, and all the apof- 
tolic protonotarics who are at Avignon; for there 
, is m^thing I dread fo much as to fail, in the leaflf^ 
in the refpedt which I owe to your majefly*s 
. commands ; but, in fine, fire, permit me once 
more to repeat, we are none of us bound to aft 
impoifibilities ; and I am po well acquainted 
• with your majefty's juftice, to doubt you would 
impute that as negligence to me which does not 
depend on myfelf. 

The news I have heard in my folitude is, that 
the health of the Dauphin continues in a deplo- 
rable condition. His lofs will throw two-tl)irds 
' of the kingdom into a flat? of confternation. 
The remainder will rejoice in their hearts with- 
out appearing fo to do; for this remainder con- 
fifls of the Janfenifls, of whom he was the 
avowed enemy, 

P'Alembert has been burrowing into the 
affairs of the Jefuits and Janfenifls, and has 

wiitte^ 
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written a work on the fell of the JeTuits ; in 
which he fometimcs jufldfies and often condemns 
them. In this fame work the Janfenifts are 
treated without mercy, and mu^h more fo than 
the Jefuits ; for which reafon all thefc people, 
oppofitc as they are to each other, have united in 
attacking D'Alembert. They have enquired 
into his birth, they have criticifed his adions, 
and, in fine, they have filled France with libels, 
in which he is treated without pity. Howeva 
philofophic we may be, fuch things difpleafe, 
efpecially when philofophy is not entirely ftrip- 
ped of felf-love. The fage ceafes to be a fage, 
when he interferes in the quarrels of priefts and 
monks. It is neceflary to be as thoughtlefs and 
as petulant as the French in general are, to ^nter 
into fuch difputest Corneille has faid of the 
Romans, 

Romauu contre Romainsy parens eontrepartni^ 
Combattre folUment four le choix des tyrant *^ 

We may fay with more truth of the French, 

Francois corUre Francois ^ parens contre parens^ 
ComhattrefoUement pour le choix des pedans f . 

I have written to D'Alemberr, and have not 

* Romans with Romans, and kindred with kindred, loadly 
iombat for the choice of tyrants. 

+ Frenchmen with Frenchmen, and kindred with kindred, 
aadly combat for the choice of pedantt. 

failed 



cohrespondence; 47^ 

failed to quote the paflfage from Molierc, ,^w 
diabU alloit ilfaire dans cette galere^ ? 

I mud own, (ire, befidethe great obligations I 
owe your mgyefty, 1 am indebted for others of a 
very effential nature to the Germans. By living 
among them did I learn to caft off that turbu-r 
lent fpirit which fcems infeparable from the ge- 
nius of a Frenchman. What connection is there 
between philofophy and the bull Unigenitus; or 
of what importance to the difciple of Baj'le or 
Gaflendi is the flate of the Janfenifts or the 
'Molinifts ? What ought we to fay of a wife 
man, or one who wifhes to be thought wife^ who 
troubles himfejf concerning the diftinftions to 
-be obferved between madmen, in their lunatic 
hofpital? Janfenifts, Jefuits, Calvinifts, Luther- 
ans, Anabaptifts, and Quakers, are, to the philo- 
fopher, all madmen. 

I have received a letter, fome days fince, 
from Voltaire, who has fent me his works, and 
who has been kind enough to tell me that, as I 
■paffed through Lyons, it would be (hameful for 
brother Ifaac not to coinc and vifit brother Vol- 
taire ; and that, in imitation of the hermits An- 
fhony and Paul, he withes to receive my benc- 
^idion before he dies. But I (lull not paf$ 

*. What the devil had I to do on fhipboard ? 

through 
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through Geneva/ unlefs I receive an cxprefs per- 
miflTion from your majefty fo to do ; nor can all 
the hermits and fathers of the defert prevail over 
ine, unlefs I have your majefty's orders. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CXCII. 

From the Marquis d'Argens. 
8 I R £» EguiUesi January ^ 1766. 

OOME days fince I had the honour to 
write to your majefty, that I might enjoy the 
pleafure of wiQiing you a happy new year, un* 
difturbed in mind, and unafflifted iR body. 
Should a grammarian ever comment on my let- 
ter, he would fay that, when we write to a philofo- 
pliic king, what is underftood by ** undifturbed 
" in mind" is ^^ undifturbed by the intrigues of 
" foreign courts ; " becaufe all accidents which 
depend on the fage can never give him any dif- 
turbance; but that all the wifdom of the world is 
inefFedual in oppofition to accidents occafioned 
by folly : therefore to wi(h an undifturbed mind 
to fuch a king, is to wifti that good fenfe m^ 
this year reign in every court of Europe. Amen, 
So be it. 

That 
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That of France has jnft loft a great prince, 
who loved the people, and would have rendered 
them happy, had their happinefs ever depend- 
ed on him. He not only died like a faint, which, 
to us philofophers, is an affair of fmall confe- 
quence, but with the fortitude of a hero. A 
few moments before his death, he fent for his 
three children. To the duke de Berry, who is 
hereafter to afcend the throne, he faid the moft 
noble and affeding things. I believe the Janfe- 
nifts will gain much lefs by his death than they 
hoped. The king, in three months, has totally 
deftroyed two parliaments ; that of Pau, and that 
of Rennes : criminal aftions have been preferred 
againft feven members of the latter, who have 
been fo licentious in their conduft as to write 
the moft infolent anonymous letters to the king. 
One of thefe criminals was audacious enough ta 
fay, as he waspafling the place in which the equeC* 
trian ftatue of the king is erefted, in prefence of 
feveral perfons who furrourided him—*—" Gen- 
** tlemen, we defend our rights againft this 
"ftatue!" 

The clemency that has been obferved, during 
ten years, relative to all the infults which people 
of low rank, dignified with places which they had 
purchafed, daily made to majefty and the royal 
authority, had emboldened them entirely to caft 

away 
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away decorum. The parliament of Thoti* 
loufe had iflucd a decree againft the duke dc 
Fitz- James, governor of Languedoc, ordering 
him to be taken into cuftody; that of Rouen 
had annulled two edids of the king's council, 
and forbidden them to be carried into execution 
under pain of death. Thefe tie-wig gentry 
imagine themfelves people of importance ; they 
have juft been taught, at their own expence, that 
the king has no lieed of any other means but 
his own will to effed their apniliilation. 

Has your majefty feen the new edition of the 
DiSiormaire Pbilq/bpbiquc^ of Voltaire ? He 
has cited me, in tlie preface, as the author of the 
article Genefis. He had been fearching in my 
Timoeus, for what I had faid on Mofes and the 
Pentateuch, to which he has added fcven or 
eight good impieties. He was induced to play 
me this trick, becaufe his book had been ranked 
with the eternally anathematized, by the affembly 
of the clergy; and, to diminifli the fcandal of 
this condemnation, he has, in this new edition, 
inferted. the names of feveral perfons, who, he 
iays, have fcnt him the principal articles of his 
Diftionary. The man will die as he has lived* 

I have juft received four copies of his Didion- 
ary, whicli he has fent me as a prefent. I can- 
♦ The Phflofophic Didlionary. 

not 
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not deny that the chief things in bis article Ge- 
nefis are written by me, for they are extrafted 
from my notes on Timceus : but I fent htm none 
of them; and ftill lefs did I write four or five 
very pleafant impieties, which, however are very 
capable of exciting the clamours of the &natics. 
Should your majefty not meet with a copy of this 
book at Berlin, I will do myfelf the honour to 
deliver one, on my arrival; for you will certainly 
have this copy as foon as any one for which you 
pould fend, I being firmly refolved to depart at 
the end of the month of February, the weather 
being already tolerably fine. 

I again earneftly entreat your majefty would 
not be offended at my not having arrived at the 
beginning of the winter; for, however great my 
wifli fo to arrive, the thing was impoflible; and^ 
after a fevere iilnefs by which I was afflidcd, I 
was too weak to be able to undertake fo long a 
journey, during the fevere weather of winter. 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 



LtTt 
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LETTER CXCIfL 

From the Marquis d^Argens* 
S I R E> Eguillcs, March 20, 1766. 

I SHALL have the honour to throw my- , 
(elf at your majcftyS feet before tlie end of the 
month of April. In three days I (hall leave 
this place, and immediately proceed to Straf- 
burg. I have hired a carriage, and, what is mor^,* 
paid for it, as far as Befancjon. I (hall perforcfl 
the journey in a good coach, without travelling 
poft; for, to fpeak the truth, I have found that,' 
ih order to go the fafter, I muft fubmit to riie 
neceffity of proceeding by fuch ftages as I have 
agreed (hould be made, with the coachman with 
whom I have bargained to drive me. This is i 
certain means which I have difcovered, to prc- 
ferve me from the attacks and temptations of in- 
dolence. With refpeft to illnefs, I have paid {<y 
much attention to my health, and have been fo 
careful of my ftomach, 

^jteje defie hien touxyfivrcy apoplexies 
Depouvotr ^ cent ans attenter i ma vie *. 

From Lyons to Berlin I ftiall travel in com- 
pany with M. Stofch, who informs me he has 

* That I defy cough, fever, and apoplexy, for thcfc hundred 
yearsi to deprive me of life. 

. ,v * ; 6 fold 
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fold your majcfty a magnificent coUedionof 
pidures and curiofities. He has three times 
been to vifit me here at Eguilles, and is waiting 
for me at Lyons, where he has fome bufinefs by 
which he is ncceffarily detained, I find your 
majefty continues to enrich your palaces, and 
efpecially that of Sans-Souci, by the precious 
relics of antiquity j the leaft of which are of 
greater worth than all thofe poflcfled by the 
church of Magdeburg; I do not even except the 
Virgin*s flipper. 

I (hall have many things to tell your majefty 
of what is paffing in this country. The king 
has at length difcovered that men proper only 
to fit in judgment on a law-fuit aflume the 
right of being his equals* He has puniflied 
them, and reduced them to their juft level. 
Never were the parliaments under Lx)uis XIV. 
fo humbled. All people of fenfe are delighted. 
Thefe pretended defenders of the people become 
by their haughiinefs infupportable to the people 
themfelvesi I was never better convinced how 
neceflary it is that a king fliould be abfolute, 

I than iince I have been in France. All the ' 

middle ranks, between the people and the king, 

} Are but fo many petty tyrants, who equally fail 

in their duty to their mailer and their felloe 
citizens. Iii vain is it (aid that, ynder a bad 
TOL. z. I i king^ 
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king, thofe perfons who balance his power are 
very ufeful. To this I anfwcr, I have no doubt 
that the people were infinitely more happy un- 
der Louis XI. than in England under the reign 
of the houfe of Stuart, to whofe power there was 
fo great a counterpoife. Your majefty will be 
aftoniihed to find me become fo much an anti- 
parliamentarian ; the reafon is in my having 
learned, during a refidence of five-and-twenty 
years at Berlin, the good that refults fit)m having 
only one matter who knows the art of making 
himfelf obeyed ; and that I never was better 
convinced of the reality of this good than fince 
I have feen what is palling in France. 

While I have been here, I have endeavoured 
to fearch into the reafons and caufes of many 
things; and I have attained my wifhes. It 
would really, fire, have been a pity had I died 
at Avignon, for I have laid in good (lore of pro- 
vifions for our philofophic fuppers at Sans- 
Souci. While growing old, I have been col- 
lefting what may well fupply the lofs of imagi- 
nation, and the decline of wit ; and I have fur- 
nilhed my memory with thirty tales, to recom- 
penfe my foul for the heavinefs which (he daily 
feels increafe, and her fmall remaining (hare of 
vivacity. Any other perfon would regret hav- 
ing loA the little imagination which Nature had 

bellowed, 
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bcilowed, and would dread to appear ftripped 
of the quality which gives moft pleafure in the 
world; but I know your majefty will not curfe 
the fig-tree for bearing nothing but leaves^ in a 
feafon when it cannot bear fruit* This, fire, is 
my comfort. 

I have the honour to be, &c» 



LETTER CXCIV. 
From ibc Marquis d^Argens. 

k I R £» Potfdan, December 14, 176^4 

I HAVE the honour to fend youf majefty 
Verfes which are fold as mine at Potfdam and 
Berlin. I wifli I had written them, for they ^re 
€xcellent,w6rthy of Voltaire, or of you ; and, had 
you not yourfelf been praifed in them, I (hould 
have imagined you were the author ; for I am 
jicquainted with no perfon in this country capa- 
ble of writing any fo good ; Qiould you not be 
of the fame opinion, I (hould then fay-— »'^ In 
^< vain does a minifter league againft the Cid#>'* 

Vers au Rci de Trujfe. 

La mtrt de la mort^ la vuiUeJt trmblante^ 
A Jefu hras tTahraln eourhdnumfaiblt corpi^ 
Et da mauXf qu^elle entrap unefwte effrayatfU^ 
Dim$nami immortelk attaqve ks reffbrtu 

I i a Jilrau 
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Jt Irene tes qffautSf redoutable vutlUJe ; 

Je vis auprh d'un fage^ etje ne te craitu fas 9 

II te preteraplus kappas 
^e kplayir trompeur tCen donne et lajeunejfe* 
Couhcy mes demten jours^ fans trouble etJcMstemuri 
CovJez pres (Tun hiros dont le mdlegime 
Vousfait gouter en paix lefonge de la w. 
Et denoutlle la mort de ce qu^elle a ^borreur. 
Ma raifonf qu^il eclaire, en ejl plus intrude g 
Ales pas, par lui guides, en font plus qffemus s 
Tout mortel que Pallas couvre defon egide, 

Ne craint pas les Dieux ermemis. 
Pbilofopbe des rots, que ma carrilre eji heUe / 
J*irai de ce pa!ais,par uncbemin dejleurs, 
Aux cbamps el^iens, parler h Marc^Aurlle 
Duplus grand defesfucceffeurs ; 

A Sallu/ie jaloux je lirai voire bi/loire, 

A Lycurgue vos his, ^ Virgile vos vers : 

Je furprendrca les morts, ils ne pourront tn^en croire ; 

Nul d^eux n*a rajfemhle tant de talens divers* 

Mais lorfque y aurat vu les ombres immortelles^ 

N^allevipas aprh mot confirmer mes recits; 

Flve%, rendez beureux ceux qui vous font founds^ 

Et n^alUz que bien tard rejoindre vos modeks. 

Lc Marquis d'Ai^gcns •• 

The 

* Ferfes to tbe King of PruJJia. 

Trembling age, the mother of death, with iron arm haa 
bent my feeble body \ and its fearful train of ills attacks the 
elaftic powers of my immortal foul, ' Formidable i^c, I 
brave thyaflaultsjilivewith afage, andlfearthcc not; for he 
viU afford age itlelf more deUght than ever is fdt in the dei* 
•citful pleafures of youth. Pafs on, old Time, without vex- 

fttioa 
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The poet, fire, who has figncd thefe lines with 
my name, has certainly done me much honopr ; 
though he is very much deceived, however 
great an admirer I may be of your majefty's 
glory, (hould he believe I am in any hafte to go 
and converfe with Marcus Aurelius ; there are 
others enough, who on thofe fatal (hores may 
ficquit themfelves of fo fplendid an embafly. 

A-propos, fire, of death : as it is the natural 
condition of man to be fubjedt to rheuma- 
tifm, fpafm, And fever, and fince no one better 
fulfils thefe fundtions than I do, if, by chance, 
taking care of my health, I (hould, contrary to 
the order of things, be tc^er^bly well, is it your 

ation or terror i pafs in prefence of a hero, whofe bold genius 
givef me to enjoy the dream of life in peace, and ftrips death 
of all its horrors. By him enlightened^ my reafon becomes 
more intrepid ; guided by him, my fteps lefs ftaggering. The 
mortal whom Pallas proteds with her zgis fears not the ini- 
mical gods. Oh philofophic king! how pleafant is uy route ! 
From this palace (hall I depart by flower-ftrewed paths to ely- 
fian fields ; there with Marcus Aurelius to converfe of the 
greateft of kis fucceflbrs. To Salluft will I read your hiftory, 
your laws to Lycurgus, and to Virgil your verfc. The envi- 
ous dead will ftand aftonifhed, unable to believe ; not oae of 
them poiTeiFed talents fo various. But having feen thefe immor-r 
tal (hades, come not to con(irm my recital. Live, and render 
all beneath you happy. Let it be late before you join the 
jierocs who have been your guides. . 

Tie marqids JfArgim. 
I i 3 majeftyU 



486 POSTHUMOUS WORKS. 

majefty's picafure that I (hould go to BcrKn ) 
I entreat you would fend your commands on 
this fubjedt by M. de Catt, that in this cafe I 
may take an additional fupply of drops, and 
fome few packets of powders, in violation of all 
the laws of this beft of poffiblc worlds, in which 
k is neceffary we ftiould always be in affliftion, 
I (hould not murmur againft thefe laws^ could 
I but write verfes equal to thofe which I have 
the honour to fend your majefty, and which 
I would rather have compofed than all thofe 
which are, have been, or (hall be written, by th^ 
good chevalier D*Ora. 

I have the honour to be, &c, 



LETTER CXCV. 

From the Marquis (TArgens. 

SIRE, Potfdam, Ja^uary 5, 1 76!, 

Your culogium on prince Henry 
thawed me for half an hour, and your eloquence 
produced on my body that which the hotteft 
ftove has not been able to eflfsft for thefe three 
weeks. You have the (ire of Dcmofthenes, the 
pobie vehemence of Boyrdaloue; and this, when- 

5 . ' ' ever 
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ever you think proper, you temper by the eifc 
of Flechier. 

Why have you twice repeated, in one page, 
a phrafe that expreffcs the fame thought in 
the fame words ? 

The phrafe is this — " A child that has left 
'^ no trace of its exiftence/' — Had you not 
committed this flight inadvertency, you would 
have performed what is not the lot of mortal to 
perform, you would have written a faultlefs 
work. The pages 8 and 9 of your Difcourfe arc 
of more worth than the Diftionary of Suidas ; 
and I would rather have written page 20 than 
all the books of Scaligen With refpedt to 
page 27, it is fuperior to any praife of mine. 
To Bourdaloue, Patru, and the other great mat- 
ters of the art, do I leave its eulogium. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CXCVI. 

From the Marquis d^Argens. 

SIRE, Potfdam, February 5, 1768. 

Among the iufFerings the enumeration 

of which your majefty has made, in the verfes 

which you have done me the honour to fend, 

I i 4 you 
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you have forgotten the tooth-ach, which pre-: 
cifely was the pain that prevented me from rc^ 
turning thanks to your m^efty fooner for your 
cpiftle, which is excellent. I have read it 
twice, and have continually admired with what . 
art your majefty can paint the moft fimplc 
things, and the truth of colouring with which 
you render them valuable. The defcription 
of the purple fever is admirable j nor can cir- 
cumftances, which at firft appear fo common, 
be more nobly expreffed. The fide blow which 
you. give the bigots made me laugh heartily, 
on one fide of my mouth ; for my tooth pre- 
vented me from moving the other. 

In fine, fire, whatever fpleen your majefty 
may attribute to me, I thought your work 
charming; nor have I thought myfelf ill-treated 
except in the epithet crafty, which you bc- 
ftow on me. Had you placed this word at 
the end of a line, I ftiould have faid nothing, 
becaufe I know the want of a rhyme fometimes 
h\irries away the beft poets; but to call me 
crafty in the middle of a verfe, is truly no chrif- 
tian aft. 

Continue, fire, to write good works, were 

you even to write agamft all my difeafes; 

while I will continue to take my diet drink to 

relieve my lungs, which arc little better than 

I thofe 
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tfaofe that Maupertuis moidened with Barbo- 
fiocs water^ which water prcfently brought bixrf, 
to perfcft maturity. 

With refped to myfdf, 1 wiflj to rcojain un- 
ripe a few years longer, if poffible j becaufe I 
have not fini(hed the compilation of all the 
pafiages I want, in order to compofe fpme dozeti 
yplumes in Iblio, which may be of great ufe to 
poftcrity, for all perfon^ who fhall happen to be 
troubled with ^ diarrha&a. 

^ have the honqur to be, &c* 
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]L E T T E R CXCVIL 

fi'Off the Marquh ^Argms. 

c J n £ Berlin, Sunday morning; 

' written with much coughug, 

IN anfwer to the queftions which your 
niajefty has done me the honour to propofe, I 
will fpeak with the impartiality of a Jew, who 
has no prediledion for Geneva or Rome, and 
wlro with the fame eye beholds a Socinian and 
a Catholic. 

I. The divine nature of the Son of God 
was not an article of faith in the three firft cen- 
turies. Jefus was then only fuppofed to be a crea- 
ture infinitely more perfed than others, but yet 

muck 
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much inferior to God the Father, who was only, 
thus to fpeak, the father of Jefus by adoption. 

This we clearly fee from the teftimony of 
•the greateft fathers of the church, who lived be- 
fore the council of Nice. Origen, who was 
born about the year 185, and who flouriflied 
in the third century, fays, in his work againft 
Celfus, that there were only in his time fome 
among the vulgar who believed the Son to be 
equal to the Father, and like him a god ; but 
that thefe were ignorant people. The catholic 
dodors at prefent endeavour to juftify Origen, 
and torture certain paflages in his works ; but 
this pitiable conduft can only deceive fuch peo- 
ple as are unacquainted with the writings of the 
father. St. Jerome afted more openly than the 
modern theologians ; for he unequivocally ac- 
cufcs Origen of having affirmed that the Son, 
compared with the Father, was but a feeble light; 
that he was not the truth, but the type rf the 
truth ; that he was vifible, and the Father invifi- 
ble. The famous Huet, biftiop of Avranchcs, 
has in thefe latter ages allowed that Origen had 
very clearly faid, the Son, in comparifon with 
the Father, was not goodnefs itfclf, but the image 
of goodnefs. 

This was the doftrine of the fathers who had 
preceded Origen. None of them had fuppofod 

Jefui 



CORRESPONBBNCIS. 49I 

Jefus the equal of his Father. St. Jiiftin, who 
lived about the year 150, fays, in his Dialogue, 
pages 356 and 357, that the Father is invifible, 
the Son vifible, and that the grandeur of the 
Son does not approach to that of the Father. 

Were I inclined, I might here infert the au- 
thorities of ten other fathers of the church ; but 
I refer the curious on this fubjeft to a work df 
father Petau ^. In the eighth chapter of the firft 
book, they will fee that author has eftablilhed 
three points. The firft is, that the doftrine con- 
demned by the council of Nice, in the perfon 
of Arius, was not peculiar to him, but that iff 
had been common to many writers, who were 
his predeceffors ; the fccond, that the dogma of 
the divinity of the Son of God was not eftablilh- 
ed, nor explained, before the council of Nice ; 
and the third, that Alexander, biOiop of Alexan- 
dria, did but complain from exaggeration, in 
his letter mentioned by Theodoret, that Arius 
had invented a new dogma^ which no one had 
ever taught before. 

What more can be demanded than a con- 
feffion like this from a catholic divine, who was 
himfelf a Jefuit ? I allow father Petau was af- 
terward very angry for having made this con- 
feffion. His firft purpofe W4s but fimply to 

* Intitkd Petavii Bogmata Theologtoa. 

give 
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give a pifture of the doftrine of the firft agps, 
^d he did not difgu^fe the opinions oi the fa« 
tthers ; but he foon perceived this was to teach 
the public a thing of which they ought to re- 
main ignorant ; and he was exclaimed againft, 
pot only in France, but even in England, where 
feveral proteftant divines ill-treated him in their 
writings. He then conipofed a preface, pur- 
pofely to deftroy that which he had before efta- 
bliftied. He changed from white to black, and 
facrificed the fame of a good critic to that of m 
orthodox divine* He did penance to the fa- 
thers, and uttered a thoufand puerilities to proye 
fheir orthodoxy relative to the Trinity, 

2. At the council of Nice it was that the 
HoLy Ghoft was declared the third perfon of 
the Trinity. 

3. There is no general council in which 
the infallibility of the pope was eftablifhed ; on 
the contrary, general councils have fometime^ 
depofcd popes. The dodtrine of the infallibility 
of the pope is only publicly maintained by the 
theologians of the other fide of the Alps, and 
whifpered in France by the Jefuits. 

4. The filly doftrine of tranfubftantiatioa 
began to be acknowledged in the divinity 
fchools of the eleventh century, and was con- 
firmed by the council of Trent, on account of 

its 
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its having been rejeftcd by Luther and Calvin 
as a ridiculous novelty. 

5« The dogma of purgatory is of more an- 
cient date than thatof tranfubftantiation. Some 
flight traces of it are difcovered in the writers 
of the iixth and feventh centuries. It was en- 
tirely admitted in the eighth, the monks having 
difcovered in this doftrine a fource of immenfc 
wealth. 

6. The marriages of priefts were not abo- 
lilhed in the third century ; before which time, 
there had been councils that endeavoured to 
defend them ; among others thofe of Elvira, 
Toledo, Valentia, and Aries ; but the canons 
of thefe councils were only executed feebly ; 
and we find in catholic authors — for the affer- 
tions of proteftants might be fufpefted on this 
ftibjeft — we find, I fay, a million of probfe of 
the marriages of priefts and of bi(hop9 down 
to the thirteenth century. 

Giraidus' Cambrenfis, who lived in the 
twelfth and thirteenth centuries, fays in the trea- 
tife de Laudibus Walli^t, inferted in the Anglia 
Sacra, page 4.50, that the bifliops married in 
Wales. 

St. Bernard, who lived in the twelfth cen- 
tury, and whofe teftimony I do not believe the 
^tholics refufe, fays, in fpeaking of Malachi, 

his 
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his contemporary and his friend^ whofe life hi 
wrote, that the eight,prelatcs who had governed 
the church of Celfus, to which biftiopric Malachi 
had fucceeded, ]iad all been married. 

In the Hiflory of Normandy by the ficur dtf 
MaiTeville, a catholic author, who has not been 
dead thirty years, we find that Robert, the fon 
of Richard duke of Normandy, being arch- 
bifhop of Rouen, married a lady of quality, by 
whom he had children, to whom he bequeathed 
the wealth of the church. We read in the firft 
volumes of the Journaux des Sfavans, that the 
bifhop of Normandy having endeavoured, to- 
ward the clofe of the eleventh century, in a 
council, to aboli(h the marriages of priefts, 
which were very frequent in thofe times,^ they 
took up Hones to ftone him. 

In the Grecian church the priefts have always 
married, and continue to marry. 

With refpeft to the Virgin Mary, there has 
been no council, though there have been many 
divines who wifhcd to make her a fourth perfon 
of the 'Trinity^ as may be feen at length in Bayle^ 
by fearching the table of contents under the word 
yierge (Virgin) : I have not at prefent a good 
edition of this author's Didionary, where this 
fubjedt is ftated, nor can I here iufert the words 
of thefe divines* 

Suck 
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Such are the explanations I fend, in obedi- 
ence to what your majefty did me the honour 
to afk. I have dwelt moft on the firft, becaufe 
I think clear proofs are neceflary, when we wifti 
to advance a fyftem which overthrows all re- 
ceived opinions, and which attempts no lefs 
than to demonftrate that the Deity whom we 
adore was not thought to be a god, by thofe 
who tranfmitted their religion to us, and whom 
we confider as the fathers of this religion. A 
fimpte aflertion is not enough for a fad: of fuch 
importance. 

May Heaven grant your majefty the length 
of days of Methufelah, the power of David, and 
the riches of Solomon ; for, with refpeft to wif- 
dom, you have a better dofe of it than he had : 
and concubines will never indufce you to offer 
iacenfe to St. Ignatius and to St. Chriftopher, as 
they induced this fo much vaunted king of Ifrael 
to offer to Baal, and to idols, 
I am, with profound rtfpedt, &c. 
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S I R E» Eguilles near Aix, March 19, 177K 

For thcfe two months pad, fince the 
lofs of my hufband, I have been continually 
excited to aflert on all occafions, that he expired 
like a faint ; when the truth requires I (hould 
fimply fay he expired like a fage. They have 
taken advantage of my grief to blind my reafon^ 
fire, which \Vas fo far gone that I was obliged to 
do violence to myfclf to obey your majefty's 
commands, which required me to relate the 
truth. This I have faithfully performed, but 
I fear left I (hould have weakened the pidture, 
by a mixture of colours foreign to the fubjeft. 
The flambeau which enlightened me fo well, I 
have loft. From the light of your precious 

letter^ 
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letter, fir?, have I recovered that fortitude 
which till then bad forfaken me. Permic me 
to repair the wrong which expreflSoms too 
cautious may have led me to commit toward 
the memory of my hulband. 

Of him, fire, I may fay, with the fplendor 
which truth demands, what your majefty faid 
of general GoUz. Cato did not die with more 
fortitude, fpeaking like Lucretius. His only 
alarm related to the arrival of his brother, of 
whom he was in ezpedation, that he might 
make his laft arrangements with him ; the vain 
terrors of another life he defpifed : in fine, he 
died like a true philofopher. 

I had the honour to inform your majefty that 
he entertained himfelf during his ficknefs with 
the works of the moft illuftrious philofopliers. 
The abbe, as a man of the church, often wifhed 
to difputc his principles ; but politcnefs pre* 
vented him from being too obftinate in difcuffion 
againft a man much enfeebled ; and for this rea- 
fon, the abbe fubmittcd to difcourfe which to 
him appeared but little orthodox. 

I wrote to your majefty that the fear of the 
efieft which might have been produced on my 
huiband, by fuch notice as ihould lead him to 
think of death, was one of the motives which I 
;dleged to prevent the abbe from approaching 
.yo|^. X. K k his 
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bis bed; but my hufband was not ignorant 
that hh end was near, for he mendoned it to me 
daily. I did but employ every means iii my 
power to prevent him from being wearied 
by fuch kind of converfation. When I left 
him, he was unable to fee, fpeak, or hear. 

Your roajefty muft not be aftonilhed that 
the abb^^ who was prefent when he departed^ 
Ihould be there at the precife moment. He is 
a friend of the marquis's brother's, who lodged 
with the barone(s on his way to Toulon, whdre 
he renuuned fome weeks after we had departed. 
He watched this melancholy moment. What 
a country, fire, is this ! They told me, when 
the laft remedy was adminiftered to my dear 
marquis, that it was neceflary to lower the va* 
pours of his mind, and to fave the foul though 
at the expence of the body. What a barbaroys 
fyftem ! But I had been determined by a hope 
more humane, and from this remedy waited hii 
return to life. 

I humbly aik pardon for having again im* 
portuned your majefty. Ridiculous fcruplet 
occafioned me to fpeak truth by halves in my 
firft letter, and fcruples better founded have dic- 
tated this fecond, in which I thought it my duty 
to obey your nujefty more truly, and to render 
c# my hulband (hat juflice which is his due. 

7 How 
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Knr How were it poffible not to waver, in a country 

101 where I have been told that the greateft fervicc 

ins I could at prefent do, to my hufband, would be 

^ ' to bum all that remams of his works, and to 

I ), fet fire to fome pidures which he had brought 

hither with him ? as if the more things we bum 

j^ in this world, the lefs (hould we bum ourfdves^ 

12 in the next. Reading of your divine letters, 

^ 'fire, has reftored me to reafon, and to an ezaft 

^ performance of my duty to your majefty and 

^ 'my hufband. My grief had deprived me of 

rJt* that of which he was not robbed by the prc- 

fjS fence of death. The two laft bons mots which 

^ he uttered, even when his mind was unhing^, 

^O' prove how firm he was in his opinions. He 

^ had formed the plan of a work which was not 

p inferior to the fbongeft things he had faid ; on 

^ this he was occupied, at leafl in fancy, during 

. the whdecourfe of his ficknefs. But £ite 

^ rendered his projeds ineffeduaL He is too 

happy if, being dead, die exaft trath (hould 

prove to your majefty he was not unworthy of 

the bounties with which he has been honoured 

by you. 

I am with moft profound refped, &c. 

£nJ rf ibi CnreJ^nJifue htwtem F&EDBRIC IL mni Ai 
Makqjjis D'AftosKt) anirfFolum At Tmi^. 
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